£arly  Anjericaij  aijd  U.S.  Coiijs 


W  VY\ 

||  '  > 
IV,  ;  \  V 

►  ]K 

Presented  by 

Auctions 

by 

Bowers 

aijd 

Mereija, 

Ii?c. 


Public  Auction  Sale  March  24  &  25. 1988  New  York  City 


Prices  Realized 

The 

Norweb  Collection 

Part  II 

March  24  &  25,  1988 
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Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

HU 

4950.00 

1426 

1320.00 

1436 

1760.00 

1450 

330.00 

1462 

625.00 

1474 

1650.00 

1466 

660.00 

U15 

11550.00 

1427 

1320.00 

1439 

660.00 

1451 

625.00 

1463 

1670.00 

1475 

341.00 

1467 

2640.00 

1416 

1650.00 

1426 

935.00 

1440 

770.00 

1452 

495.00 

1464 

660.00 

1476 

137.50 

1466 

1320.00 

1417 

660.00 

1429 

660.00 

1441 

440.00 

1453 

605.00 

1465 

1430.00 

1477 

253.00 

1469 

605.00 

1416 

770.00 

1430 

715.00 

1442 

440.00 

1454 

660.00 

1466 

1430.00 

1476 

275.00 

1490 

1320.00 

1419 

192.50 

1431 

715.00 

1443 

1540.00 

1455 

742.50 

1467 

165.00 

1479 

2200.00 

1491 

1320.00 

1420 

770.00 

1432 

660.00 

1444 

1760.00 

1456 

2310.00 

1466 

2200.00 

1460 

797.50 

1492 

1045.00 

1421 

715.00 

1433 

220.00 

1445 

625.00 

1457 

550.00 

1469 

2970.00 

1461 

660.00 

1493 

1210.00 

1422 

660.00 

1434 

467.50 

1446 

440.00 

1456 

365.00 

1470 

412.50 

1462 

660.00 

1494 

715.00 

1423 

1265.00 

1435 

625.00 

1447 

365.00 

1459 

357.50 

1471 

495.00 

1463 

770.00 

1495 

1210.00 

1424 

330.00 

1436 

1760.00 

1446 

357.50 

1460 

935.00 

1472 

715.00 

1464 

715.00 

1496 

1760.00 

1425 

1650.00 

1437 

1045.00 

1449 

550.00 

1461 

440.00 

1473 

2640.00 

1465 

625.00 

1497 

605.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 

—  1  — 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1498 

2860.00 

1555 

770.00 

1612 

385.00 

1669 

3300.00 

1726 

5500.00 

1783 

5060.00 

1840 

9350.00 

1499 

440.00 

1556 

825.00 

1613 

173.80 

1670 

1430.00 

1727 

8250.00 

1784 

302.50 

1841 

10450.00 

1500 

1210.00 

1557 

1870.00 

1614 

3520.00 

1671 

2860.00 

1728 

4840.00 

1785 

495.00 

1842 

1320.00 

1501 

1045.00 

1558 

7700.00 

1615 

1760.00 

1672 

4400.00 

1729 

990.00 

1786 

6270.00 

1843 

3300.00 

1502 

1760.00 

1559 

825.00 

1616 

550.00 

1673 

4180.00 

1730 

407.00 

1787 

99.00 

1844 

16500.00 

1503 

1430.00 

1560 

5500.00 

1617 

2200.00 

1674 

3520.00 

1731 

264.00 

1788 

5720.00 

1845 

9460.00 

1504 

495.00 

1561 

30800.00 

1618 

412.50 

1675 

3740.00 

1732 

3740.00 

1789 

550.00 

1846 

3080.00 

1505 

550.00 

1562 

3520.00 

1619 

176.00 

1676 

3520.00 

1733 

687.50 

1790 

1430.00 

1847 

57200.00 

150t> 

275.00 

1563 

2310.00 

1620 

2420.00 

1677 

1760.00 

1734 

209.00 

1791 

2200.00 

1848 

121000.00 

1507 

2640.00 

1564 

990.00 

1621 

495.00 

1678 

143.00 

1735 

2750.00 

1792 

1485.00 

1849 

385.00 

1508 

1980.00 

1565 

467.50 

1622 

4620.00 

1679 

3080.00 

1736 

3080.00 

1793 

1870.00 

1850 

880.00 

1509 

852.50 

1566 

13200.00 

1623 

440.00 

1680 

5500.00 

1737 

935.00 

1794 

1760.00 

1851 

5500.00 

1510 

247.50 

1567 

440.00 

1624 

4400.00 

1681 

4400.00 

1738 

297.00 

1795 

220.00 

1852 

2640.00 

1511 

825.00 

1568 

495.00 

1625 

3740.00 

1682 

1155.00 

1739 

770.00 

1796 

3960.00 

1853 

880.00 

1512 

3b300.00 

1569 

605.00 

1626 

357.50 

1683 

176.00 

1740 

467.50 

1797 

1980.00 

1854 

247.50 

1513 

24200.00 

1570 

715.00 

1627 

3520.00 

1684 

440.00 

1741 

4840.00 

1798 

990.00 

1855 

7700.00 

1514 

5280.00 

1571 

110.00 

1628 

825.00 

1685 

3960.00 

1742 

5500.00 

1799 

825.00 

1856 

1155.00 

1515 

3740.00 

1572 

46200.00 

1629 

2970.00 

1686 

880.00 

1743 

192.50 

1800 

935.00 

1857 

632.50 

1516 

3300.00 

1573 

385.00 

1630 

3080.00 

1687 

2530.00 

1744 

2090.00 

1801 

440.00 

1858 

440.00 

1517 

2090.00 

1574 

3960.00 

1631 

1540.00 

1688 

990.00 

1745 

5060.00 

1802 

1210.00 

1859 

2750.00 

1518 

14300.00 

1575 

770.00 

1632 

3080.00 

1689 

3520.00 

1746 

10725.00 

1803 

154.00 

1860 

143.00 

1519 

5720.00 

1576 

467.50 

1633 

2970.00 

1690 

330.00 

1747 

4620.00 

1804 

209.00 

1861 

20900.00 

1520 

17b00.00 

1577 

5280.00 

1634 

2530.00 

1691 

2970.00 

1748 

6820.00 

1805 

275.00 

1862 

1100.00 

1521 

990.00 

1578 

412.50 

1635 

1430.00 

1692 

2310.00 

1749 

3630.00 

1806 

660.00 

1863 

247.50 

1522 

12100.00 

1579 

495.00 

1636 

770.00 

1693 

330.00 

1750 

9350.00 

1807 

605.00 

1864 

385.00 

1523 

1650.00 

1580 

715.00 

1637 

1760.00 

1694 

3520.00 

1751 

385.00 

1808 

302.50 

1865 

19250.00 

1524 

687.50 

1581 

9350.00 

1638 

6820.00 

1695 

1100.00 

1752 

6600.00 

1809 

3080.00 

1866 

770.00 

1525 

2090.00 

1582 

13200.00 

1639 

U30.00 

1696 

6050.00 

1753 

3080.00 

1810 

1760.00 

1867 

275.00 

152b 

1980.00 

1583 

770.00 

1640 

28600.00 

1697 

4180.00 

1754 

2860.00 

1811 

660.00 

1868 

275.00 

1527 

3300.00 

1584 

357.50 

1641 

5720.00 

1698 

1650.00 

1755 

1155.00 

1812 

880.00 

1869 

9900.00 

1528 

1210.00 

1585 

12100.00 

1642 

4180.00 

1699 

3520.00 

1756 

2640.00 

1813 

632.50 

1870 

1320.00 

1529 

9075.00 

1586 

5500.00 

1643 

11000.00 

1700 

2860.00 

1757 

3300.00 

1814 

385.00 

1871 

302.50 

1530 

385.00 

1587 

357.50 

1644 

17600.00 

1701 

10450.00 

1758 

2310.00 

1815 

825.00 

1872 

5280.00 

1531 

7150.00 

1588 

495.00 

1645 

440.00 

1702 

5280.00 

1759 

2530.00 

1816 

880.00 

1873 

3520.00 

1532 

20900.00 

1589 

385.00 

1646 

5060.00 

1703 

3960.00 

1760 

4125.00 

1817 

1980.00 

1874 

880.00 

1533 

214.50 

1590 

169.40 

1647 

88000.00 

1704 

4620.00 

1761 

1100.00 

1818 

9350.00 

1875 

3960.00 

1534 

4620.00 

1591 

2640.00 

1648 

3080.00 

1705 

2200.00 

1762 

2200.00 

1819 

577.50 

1876 

2640.00 

1535 

5060.00 

1592 

1760.00 

1649 

44000.00 

1706 

5940.00 

1763 

2090.00 

1820 

3080.00 

1877 

1210.00 

153b 

4950.00 

1593 

495.00 

1650 

7040.00 

1707 

412.50 

1764 

1430.00 

1821 

1320.00 

1878 

5060.00 

1537 

5720.00 

1594 

12100.00 

1651 

5940.00 

1708 

7040.00 

1765 

1320.00 

1822 

632. 50 

1879 

440.00 

1538 

28600.00 

1595 

5280.00 

1652 

770.00 

1709 

5060.00 

1766 

632.50 

1823 

330.00 

1880 

660.00 

1539 

2860.00 

1596 

9350.00 

1653 

4400.00 

1710 

7260.00 

1767 

2970.00 

1824 

9350.00 

1881 

2310.00 

1540 

2200.00 

1597 

632.50 

1654 

1045.00 

1711 

5940.00 

1768 

2420.00 

1825 

522.50 

1882 

132.00 

1541 

880.00 

1598 

935.00 

1655 

1760.00 

1712 

4400.00 

1769 

2200.00 

1826 

121.00 

1883 

5060.00 

1542 

blbOO.OO 

1599 

9900.00 

1656 

4620.00 

1713 

577.50 

1770 

2640.00 

1827 

9240.00 

1884 

330.00 

1543 

39600.00 

1600 

5060.00 

1657 

715.00 

1714 

522.50 

1771 

3080.00 

1828 

143.00 

1885 

1045.00 

1544 

2420.00 

1601 

3190.00 

1658 

302.50 

1715 

7150.00 

1772 

2860.00 

1829 

154.00 

1886 

1485.00 

1545 

2750.00 

1602 

2750.00 

1659 

2420.00 

1716 

3300.00 

1773 

1650.00 

1830 

6380.00 

1887 

467.50 

154b 

2860.00 

1603 

357.50 

1660 

330.00 

1717 

8800.00 

1774 

1540.00 

1831 

1870.00 

1888 

121.00 

1547 

742.50 

1604 

12100.00 

1661 

165.00 

1718 

17600.00 

1775 

330.00 

1832 

4840.00 

1889 

1760.00 

1548 

27500.00 

1605 

467.50 

1662 

495.00 

1719 

726.00 

1776 

1760.00 

1833 

3080.00 

1890 

247.50 

1549 

687.50 

1606 

632.50 

1663 

187.00 

1720 

3740.00 

1777 

2860.00 

1834 

495.00 

1891 

275.00 

1550 

687.50 

1607 

8250.00 

1664 

2750.00 

1721 

5060.00 

1778 

1870.00 

1835 

1760.00 

1892 

330.00 

1551 

1650.00 

1608 

5060.00 

1665 

770.00 

1722 

5940.00 

1779 

2090.00 

1836 

825.00 

1893 

2200.00 

1552 

385.00 

1609 

275.00 

1666 

412.50 

1723 

4180.00 

1780 

3080.00 

1837 

8800.00 

1894 

550.00 

1553 

935.00 

1610 

176.00 

1667 

3960.00 

1724 

231.00 

1781 

1650.00 

1838 

8800.00 

1895 

176.00 

1554 

26400.00 

1611 

6600.00 

1668 

4400.00 

1725 

4400.00 

1782 

187.00 

1839 

550.00 

1896 

3520.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Let 

Price 

1897 

770.00 

1954 

1870.00 

2011 

577.50 

2068 

418.00 

2125 

247.50 

2182 

1870.00 

2239 

880.00 

1898 

550.00 

1955 

2090.00 

2012 

302.50 

2069 

357.50 

2126 

770.00 

2183 

5060.00 

2240 

275.00 

1899 

lb5. 00 

195b 

28600 

2013 

935.00 

2070 

3080.00 

2127 

495.00 

2184 

715.00 

2241 

330.00 

1900 

4180.00 

1957 

1320.00 

2014 

715.00 

2071 

9350.00 

2128 

2640.00 

2185 

11000.00 

2242 

385.00 

1901 

2090.00 

1958 

605.00 

2015 

880.00 

2072 

825.00 

2129 

1210.00 

2186 

3190.00 

2243 

495.00 

1902 

1100.00 

1959 

99U.UU 

2016 

495.00 

2073 

440.00 

2130 

357.50 

2187 

31900.00 

2244 

357.50 

1903 

b87. 50 

19b0 

1870.00 

2017 

165.00 

2074 

385.00 

2131 

495.00 

2188 

7700.00 

2245 

13200.00 

1904 

14300.00 

1 9b  1 

1045.00 

2018 

2860.00 

2075 

412.50 

2132 

357.50 

2189 

5500.00 

2246 

605.00 

1905 

8800.00 

1962 

990.00 

2019 

1650.00 

2076 

440.00 

2133 

550.00 

2190 

22000.00 

2247 

209.00 

190b 

8250.00 

1963 

88U.UU 

2020 

1155.00 

2077 

605.00 

2134 

16500.00 

2191 

1760.00 

2248 

14300.00 

1907 

1980.00 

1964 

412.50 

2021 

467.50 

2078 

3960.00 

2135 

19250.00 

2192 

3300.00 

2249 

742.50 

1908 

5b 1 . 00 

19b5 

1210.00 

2022 

2750.00 

2079 

577.50 

2136 

9900.00 

2193 

3960.00 

2250 

9350.00 

1909 

2310.00 

1966 

770.00 

2023 

2090.00 

2080 

330.00 

2137 

20900.00 

2194 

1320.00 

2251 

990.00 

1910 

1320.00 

19b7 

1650.00 

2024 

187.00 

2081 

330.00 

2138 

55000.00 

2195 

2200.00 

2252 

4840.00 

1911 

3740.00 

1968 

3300.00 

2025 

17600.00 

2082 

742.50 

2139 

7040.00 

2196 

1870.00 

2253 

440.00 

1912 

357.50 

1969 

302.50 

21726 

3300.00 

2083 

742.50 

2140 

6490.00 

2197 

10450.00 

2254 

687.50 

1913 

1 7b0 . 00 

1970 

30800.00 

2027 

715.00 

2084 

1650.00 

2141 

9900.00 

2198 

990.00 

2255 

440.00 

1914 

247.50 

1971 

2310.00 

2028 

4070.00 

2085 

247.50 

2142 

11550.00 

2199 

4400.00 

2256 

330.00 

1915 

302.50 

1972 

522.50 

2029 

7150.00 

2086 

247.50 

2143 

7425.00 

2200 

3520.00 

2257 

357.50 

191b 

5225.00 

1973 

605.00 

2030 

412.50 

2087 

313.50 

2144 

9900.00 

2201 

3080.00 

2258 

770.00 

1917 

825.00 

1974 

2420.00 

2031 

1320.00 

2088 

550.00 

2145 

6160.00 

2202 

3080.00 

2259 

825.00 

1918 

3080.00 

1975 

330.00 

2032 

18700.00 

2089 

198.00 

2146 

2530.00 

2203 

16500.00 

2260 

412.50 

1919 

385.00 

197b 

302.50 

2033 

550.00 

2090 

715.00 

2147 

990.00 

2204 

1045.00 

2261 

330.00 

1920 

1100.00 

1977 

8BUU.UU 

2034 

357.50 

2091 

4070.00 

21 48 

8250.00 

2205 

1320.00 

2262 

357  50 

1921 

4840.00 

1978 

522.50 

2035 

61600.00 

2092 

1650.00 

2U9 

1430.00 

220b 

57200.00 

2263 

357  50 

1922 

1870.00 

1979 

495.00 

2036 

385.00 

2093 

1980.00 

2150 

440.00 

2207 

3080.00 

2264 

4b7 . 50 

1923 

715.00 

1980 

1650.00 

2037 

3960.00 

2094 

6820.00 

2151 

715.00 

2208 

3740.00 

2265 

550.00 

1924 

3080.00 

1981 

247.50 

2038 

4620.00 

2095 

2970.00 

2152 

935.00 

2209 

2860.00 

2266 

1155.00 

1925 

2310.00 

1982 

357.50 

2039 

660.00 

209b 

9900.00 

2153 

632.50 

2210 

2200.00 

2267 

825.00 

192b 

4180.00 

1983 

715.00 

2040 

632.50 

2097 

550.00 

2154 

1980.00 

2211 

23100.00 

2268 

13200.00 

1927 

2200.00 

1984 

39bU. 00 

2041 

247.50 

2098 

16500.00 

2155 

687.50 

2212 

3080.00 

2269 

275.00 

1928 

b87, 50 

1985 

1155.00 

2042 

715.00 

2099 

467.50 

2156 

2860.00 

2213 

1650.00 

2270 

357.50 

1929 

13750.00 

198b 

2860.00 

2043 

1760.00 

2100 

550.00 

2157 

5720.00 

2214 

770.00 

2271 

440.00 

1930 

1540.00 

1987 

198.00 

2044 

6160.00 

2101 

440.00 

2158 

U30.00 

2215 

5060.00 

2272 

52800.00 

1931 

20900.00 

1988 

4840.00 

2045 

440.00 

2102 

9350.00 

2159 

1155.00 

2216 

1540.00 

2273 

264.00 

1932 

11550.00 

1989 

2310.00 

204b 

1320.00 

2103 

13200.00 

2160 

935.00 

2217 

302.50 

2274 

33000.00 

1933 

9075.00 

1990 

440.00 

2047 

5280.00 

2104 

1100.00 

2161 

550.00 

2218 

4290.00 

2275 

330.00 

1934 

4180.00 

1991 

385.00 

2048 

165.00 

2105 

7700.00 

2162 

605.00 

2219 

7425.00 

2276 

275.00 

1935 

4180.00 

1992 

1430.00 

2049 

715.00 

2106 

1650.00 

2163 

412.50 

2220 

286.00 

2277 

26400.00 

193b 

9900.00 

1993 

247.50 

2050 

1320.00 

2107 

14300.00 

2164 

385.00 

2221 

302.50 

2278 

275.00 

1937 

8525.00 

1994 

357.50 

2051 

247.50 

2108 

16775.00 

2165 

385.00 

2222 

715.00 

2279 

12100.00 

1938 

b360 . 00 

1995 

605.00 

2052 

1650.00 

2109 

20900.00 

2166 

1430.00 

2223 

770.00 

2280 

330.00 

1939 

4b20 . 00 

199b 

5720.00 

2053 

990.00 

2110 

19800.00 

2167 

1430.00 

2224 

467.50 

2281 

3520.00 

1940 

3740.00 

1997 

440.00 

2054 

23100.00 

2111 

3080.00 

2168 

715.00 

2225 

440.00 

2282 

357.50 

1941 

7480.00 

1998 

467.50 

2055 

1870.00 

2112 

11000.00 

21 69 

550.00 

2226 

715.00 

2283 

2420.00 

1942 

39b00.00 

1999 

25300.00 

2056 

12100.00 

2113 

495.00 

2170 

3080.00 

2227 

671.00 

2284 

275.00 

1943 

9350.00 

2000 

825.00 

2057 

9350.00 

2114 

3300.00 

2171 

3520.00 

2228 

275.00 

2285 

330.00 

1944 

8250.00 

2001 

1925.00 

2058 

935.00 

2115 

11000.00 

2172 

825.00 

2229 

385.00 

2286 

275.00 

1945 

5775.00 

2002 

770.00 

2059 

15400.00 

211b 

15400.00 

2173 

522.50 

2230 

1430.00 

2287 

330.00 

194b 

b325. 00 

2003 

1705.00 

2060 

385.00 

2117 

15400.00 

2174 

577.50 

2231 

467.50 

2288 

412.50 

1947 

b380. 00 

2004 

1100.00 

2061 

522.50 

2118 

13200.00 

2175 

1320.00 

2232 

357.50 

2289 

13200.00 

1948 

9900.00 

2005 

990.00 

2062 

4620.00 

2119 

330.00 

2176 

825.00 

2233 

495.00 

2290 

247.50 

1949 

6325. 00 

2006 

2420.00 

2063 

522.50 

2120 

15400.00 

2177 

4125.00 

2234 

1320.00 

2291 

25850.00 

1950 

7260.00 

2007 

4840.00 

2064 

660.00 

2121 

198.00 

2178 

1155.00 

2235 

3960.00 

2292 

1430.00 

1951 

39b0.00 

2008 

1430.00 

2065 

330.00 

2122 

30800.00 

2179 

2530.00 

2236 

544. 50 

2293 

357.50 

1952 

3080.00 

2009 

247.50 

2066 

18700.00 

2123 

440.00 

2180 

825.00 

2237 

19800.00 

2294 

28600.00 

1953 

1 7bQ0 . 00 

2010 

522.50 

2067 

880.00 

2124 

275.00 

2181 

4840.00 

2238 

1155.00 

2295 

440.00 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 

—  3  — 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

2296 

385.00 

2353 

55.00 

2411 

77.00 

2468 

60.50 

2525 

121.00 

2582 

121.00 

2639 

247.50 

2297 

440.00 

2354 

132.00 

2412 

385.00 

2469 

121.00 

2526 

176.00 

2583 

522.50 

2640 

1320.00 

2298 

24200.00 

2355 

121.00 

2413 

247.50 

2470 

132.00 

2527 

121.00 

2584 

60.50 

2641 

1155.00 

2299 

9900.00 

2356 

82.50 

2414 

82.50 

2471 

1045.00 

2528 

187.00 

2585 

165.00 

2642 

2420.00 

2300 

9900.00 

2357 

88.00 

2415 

176.00 

2472 

165.00 

2529 

198.00 

2586 

577.50 

2643 

1320.00 

2301 

2860.00 

2358 

88.00 

2416 

550.00 

2473 

121.00 

2530 

66.00 

2587 

187.00 

2644 

687.50 

2302 

907.50 

2359 

99.00 

2417 

176.00 

2474 

121.00 

2531 

412.50 

2588 

187.00 

2645 

1650.00 

2303 

82500.00 

2360 

99.00 

2418 

176.00 

2475 

220.00 

2532 

330.00 

2589 

49.50 

2646 

302.50 

2304 

41800.00 

2361 

143.00 

2419 

330.00 

2476 

165.00 

2533 

132.00 

2590 

412.50 

2647 

1320.00 

2305 

1540.00 

2362 

99.00 

2420 

247.50 

2477 

2200.00 

2534 

110.00 

2591 

71.50 

2648 

19800.00 

2306 

37400.00 

2363 

27.50 

2421 

385.00 

2478 

154.00 

2535 

330.00 

2592 

132.00 

2649 

132.00 

2307 

33000.00 

2364 

176.00 

2422 

110.00 

>479 

467.50 

2536 

44.00 

2593 

121.00 

2650 

687.50 

2308 

37400.00 

2365 

77.00 

2423 

302.50 

2480 

104.50 

2537 

49.50 

2594 

66.00 

2651 

1540.00 

2309 

33000.00 

2366 

49.50 

2424 

209.00 

2481 

247.50 

2538 

495.00 

2595 

247.50 

2652 

1980.00 

2310 

4400.00 

2367 

44.00 

2425 

143.00 

2482 

77.00 

2539 

132.00 

2596 

198.00 

2653 

6600.00 

2311 

522.50 

2368 

55.00 

2426 

121.00 

2483 

187.00 

2540 

38.50 

2597 

77.00 

2654 

231.00 

2312 

380. UU 

2369 

82.50 

2427 

330.00 

2484 

165.00 

2541 

1100.00 

2598 

632.50 

2655 

2420.00 

2313 

132000.00 

2370 

187.00 

2428 

687.50 

2485 

165.00 

2542 

121.00 

2599 

143.00 

2656 

550.00 

2314 

1100.00 

2371 

418.00 

2429 

154.00 

2486 

275.00 

2543 

176.00 

2600 

66.00 

2657 

1760.00 

2315 

660.00 

2372 

770.00 

2430 

825.00 

2487 

110.00 

2544 

77.00 

2601 

198.00 

2658 

8250.00 

2316 

1980.00 

2373 

121.00 

2431 

715.00 

2488 

99.00 

2545 

33.00 

2602 

385.00 

2659 

412.50 

2317 

380.00 

2374 

550.00 

2432 

247.50 

2489 

154.00 

2546 

209.00 

2603 

99.00 

2660 

209.00 

2318 

4840.00 

2375 

632.50 

2433 

220.00 

2490 

154.00 

2547 

121.00 

2604 

88.00 

2661 

1650.00 

2319 

27500.00 

2376 

412.50 

2434 

385.00 

2491 

1760.00 

2548 

154.00 

2605 

247.50 

2662 

275.00 

2320 

577.50 

2377 

330.00 

2435 

770.00 

2492 

1320.00 

2549 

66.00 

2606 

176.00 

2663 

121.00 

2321 

577.50 

2378 

154.00 

2436 

220.00 

2493 

66.00 

2550 

660.00 

2607 

38.50 

2664 

770.00 

2322 

605.00 

2379 

60.50 

2437 

660.00 

2494 

104.50 

2551 

49.50 

2608 

187.00 

2665 

275.00 

2323 

HOCk  00 

2380 

121.00 

2438 

176.00 

2495 

440.00 

2552 

110.00 

2609 

110.00 

2666 

825.00 

2324 

286UU.U0 

2381 

440.00 

2439 

220.00 

2496 

60.50 

2553 

209.00 

2610 

247. 50 

2667 

1650.00 

2325 

52800.00 

2382 

4180.00 

2440 

2035.00 

2497 

330.00 

2554 

143.00 

2611 

247.50 

2668 

495.00 

2326 

1100.00 

2383 

3520.00 

2441 

3740.00 

2498 

176.00 

2555 

220.00 

2612 

467.50 

2669 

467.50 

2327 

9900.00 

2384 

2310.00 

2442 

4400.00 

2499 

275.00 

2556 

302.50 

2613 

121.00 

2670 

935.00 

2328 

2750.00 

2385 

1870.00 

2443 

1540.00 

2500 

30800.00 

2557 

495.00 

2614 

187.00 

2671 

154.00 

2329 

95700.00 

2387 

4070.00 

2444 

412.50 

2501 

605.00 

255s 

1155.00 

2615 

143.00 

2672 

220.00 

2330 

550.00 

2388 

2970.00 

2445 

19800.00 

2502 

275.00 

2559 

99.00 

2616 

77.00 

2673 

880.00 

2331 

220.00 

2389 

2090.00 

2446 

385.00 

2503 

935.00 

2560 

55.00 

2617 

357.50 

2674 

990.00 

2332 

176.00 

2390 

6820.00 

2447 

148.50 

2504 

330.00 

2561 

715.00 

2618 

49.50 

2675 

1540.00 

2333 

104.50 

2391 

2750.00 

2448 

71.50 

2505 

220.00 

2562 

715.00 

2619 

121.00 

2676 

5720.00 

2334 

176.00 

2392 

1870.00 

2449 

88.00 

2506 

121.00 

2563 

715.00 

2620 

17600.00 

2677 

6160.00 

2335 

93.50 

2393 

1155.00 

2450 

11000.00 

2507 

71.50 

2564 

71.50 

2621 

13750.00 

2678 

660.00 

2336 

176.00 

2394 

605.00 

2451 

12100.00 

2508 

770.00 

2565 

99.00 

2622 

22000.00 

2679 

3960.00 

2337 

357.50 

2395 

132.00 

2452 

15400.00 

2509 

209.00 

2566 

121.00 

2623 

8250.00 

2680 

7480.00 

2338 

577.50 

2396 

302.50 

2453 

3190.00 

2510 

176.00 

2567 

143.00 

2624 

1320.00 

2681 

8250.00 

2339 

550.00 

2397 

577.50 

2454 

13200.00 

2511 

440.00 

2568 

60.50 

2625 

16500.00 

2682 

2860.00 

2340 

176.00 

2398 

880.00 

2455 

2420.00 

2512 

660.00 

2569 

77.00 

2626 

8250.00 

2683 

18700.00 

2341 

110.00 

2399 

825.00 

2456 

11550.00 

2513 

550.00 

2570 

825.00 

2627 

7480.00 

2342 

99.00 

2400 

66.00 

2457 

1870.00 

2514 

220.00 

2571 

687.50 

2628 

3740.00 

2343 

209.00 

2401 

302.50 

2458 

50600.00 

2515 

88.00 

2572 

440.00 

2629 

132.00 

2344 

176.00 

2402 

110.00 

2459 

15400.00 

2516 

176.00 

2573 

467.50 

2630 

4400.00 

2345 

187.00 

2403 

3520.00 

2460 

99.00 

2517 

110.00 

2574 

143.00 

2631 

467.50 

2346 

99.00 

2404 

825.00 

2461 

132.00 

2518 

770.00 

2575 

99.00 

2632 

440.00 

2347 

302.50 

2405 

1210.00 

2462 

154.00 

2519 

3520.00 

2576 

77.00 

2633 

3960.00 

2348 

38.50 

2406 

495.00 

2463 

209.00 

2520 

302.50 

2577 

143.00 

2634 

121.00 

2349 

88.00 

2407 

187.00 

2464 

44.00 

2521 

412.50 

2578 

110.00 

2635 

330.00 

2350 

77.00 

2408 

220.00 

2465 

132.00 

2522 

330.00 

2579 

302.50 

2636 

1045.00 

2351 

99.00 

2409 

110.00 

2466 

88.00 

2523 

77.00 

2580 

550.00 

2637 

1870.00 

2352 

154.00 

2410 

198.00 

2467 

165.00 

2524 

77.00 

2581 

935.00 

2638 

412.50 

prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee 
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I 

II 
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Friday  Evening,  March  25,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  1930 
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|Terms 
■-M  of  Sale 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded  auc- 
.  tioneers. 

2  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots  will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in 
.  numerical  sequence  unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event 
of  identical  bids  in  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the  first  bid  received. 
In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor  bidding,  the  auctioneer's  decision  to 
award  the  lot  to  a  bidder  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

3  A  buyer's  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will  be  added  to  all  success- 
.  ful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the  purchase  price.  This  buyer's  charge  will  be 
added  to  all  invoices,  without  exception.  (Under  the  present  arrangement,  we  nor¬ 
mally  charge  a  fee  to  the  seller,  plus  a  buyer's  charge  to  the  purchaser.) 

4  All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All  remittances  must 
.  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon 
receipt  in  good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auction  purchases. 
Shipping,  handling,  postage,  and/or  private  or  postal  insurance,  and  registration 
charges  will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  furnishing  ap¬ 
plicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales  tax  as  required  to  be  collected 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bidding  in  the  sale, 
a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for  any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by 
virtue  of  the  purchase. 

5  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Auctions 
.  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  reserve  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose 
periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on  the 
unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue  until  fully  paid.  On  any 
sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer 
agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys'  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  bal¬ 
ance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

6  Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references  deemed  satisfactory  to 
.  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a  sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submit¬ 
ted.  This  sum  will  be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded,  and 
any  difference  billed. 

7  All  APO,  FPO,  and  non-U.S.  addresses  must  submit  a  50%  deposit.  We 
.  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bidders,  prior  to  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory  references  or  credit  have  been  established. 


8  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is  the  responsibility 
.  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  maintain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  their  pos¬ 
session.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  agrees 
to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing  statement  permitted  under  the 
Uniform  Commercial  Code  without  debtor's  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts 
due,  whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in  their  possession. 
The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hypothecate  these  auction  purchases  un¬ 
til  paid  for  in  full.  Any  person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  business  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the  transaction. 

9  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless  credit  arrangements 
.  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically  agreed  to  in  writing  by  Bowers  and  Mere¬ 
na.  Previously  established  lines  of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Mere¬ 
na,  may  not  be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Auction  Department  in  advance  if 
you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchasing  plans. 

-i  No  "buy"  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids  will  be  accepted 
_LU.  from  minors.  The  auctioneer  and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right 
to  open  a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they  shall  deter¬ 
mine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  believed  not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this  catalogue  are 
an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues,  and  other  information,  as  to  what 
the  lot  may  realize  (excluding  the  10%  buyer's  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or  low¬ 
ers  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  reserve,  the  reserve  will  not 
exceed  the  high  published  estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably 
in  advance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any  change  in  the 
reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will  be  announced  at  the  saler 


11 


All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine. 


-i  r\  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  your  errors  in  bidding.  Please  check  your 
1  Z.  .  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in  even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in 
even  dollar  amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see  our  special 
service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off  to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount. 
All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed.  By  bidding  in  this  sale  even  if  for  a  corporation, 
the  bidder  personally  guarantees  payment.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  a  bidder  ac- 
k  nowledges  that  he  is  bidding  in  this  sale  primarily  for  commercial  purposes  and 
agrees  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  sale. 


-i  q  Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot  may  be  examined  before 
bidding.  No  lot  may  be  returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  requests  must  be  made  with¬ 
in  three  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  request  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  us  later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  lot  returned  must  be 
in  its  original  unopened  container  or  holder;  the  removal  of  any  item  from  such 
container  or  holder  negates  the  return  privilege.  Any  late  remittance  for  purchases 
is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this  privilege.  At  the  sole  discretion 
of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we  reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 
any  auction  if  there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreasonable 
returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in  past  or  current  sales. 


a  No  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor  buyers  (including  those 
JL4.  acting  as  agents  for  others).  All  floor  sales  are  final.  In  addition,  no  lots 
may  be  returned  by  successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  authenticity.  The  auctioneers 
reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale  without  notice,  should  they  in 
their  sole  discretion  determine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  individual  item 
may  be  withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auctioneer  nor 
the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the  intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any 
postponement,  cancellation,  or  withdrawal. 


-1  c  Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cat- 
JLD.  alouger  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  "Proof  " 
is  used  to  describe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a  grade  or  condition.  All 
such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other 
numismatic  items,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution. 
No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjec¬ 
tival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any 
warranty  or  representation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do.  In  general,  descriptions  are 
our  interpretation  of  standards  in  the  Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of  cer¬ 
tain  intermediate  grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  our  staff. 


-1  S  Bowers  and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consignors.  For  this 
J-O.  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered  after  the  settlements  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  days 
following  the  date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor  with¬ 
out  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  the  cataloguers. 
Cash  advances  have  been  made  to  some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  pro¬ 
ceeds.  Bowers  and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves  the  right 
to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  participate  as  a  bidder.  The  consignor 
or  his  agent  may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment.  At  the 
time  of  catalogue  printing,  all  lots  with  consignor  reserves  will  be  preceded  by 
a  • .  Reserves  submitted  after  the  catalogue  is  printed  will  be  announced  at  the 
sale.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  error  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer 
reserves  the  right  to  withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to  refund  the  buyer's 
money  without  further  obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
to  any  bidder  shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means. 
Bowers  and  Merena  assume  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  failure  to 
enter  bids.  Nor  can  Bowers  and  Merena  assume  responsibility  for  bids  received 
later  than  the  published  deadline  for  receipt  of  mail  bids,  or  bids  received  by  tele¬ 
phone  or  in  person.  To  insure  the  greatest  accuracy,  we  strongly  recommend  that 
bids  be  entered  on  the  standard  bid  sheet  form  and  be  received  here  in  advance 
of  the  published  deadline. 


-I  r-j  By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this  transaction  shall  be 
-L/.  construed  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment)  shall  be  settled  ex¬ 
clusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at  Wol- 
feboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at  the  option  of  Bowers  and 
Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-payment,  at  its  option.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  re¬ 
fer  the  matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially  in  which  case 
the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the  courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 

-1  Q  BIDDING  IN  THIS  AUCTION  SALE  constitutes  ACCEPTANCE  BY 
lO.  THE  BIDDER  of  the  FOREGOING  TERMS  OF  SALE. 

Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  facilitate  view¬ 
ing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE  NOT  intended  or  recommended  for  long¬ 
term  storage. 


—  Deadline  — 

Deadline  for  the  receipt  of  mail  bids  is: 

NOON,  MONDAY  MARCH  21,  1988. 

—  New  Bidders  — 

If  you  have  not  participated  with  us  before,  be  sure  to  send 
your  credit  information,  attention  Controller,  at  least  10  days 
before  the  auction.  We  find  there  is  very  little  time,  if  any, 
to  review  this  information  during  the  auction. 

Important  Notice:  Credit  cards  will  not  be  accepted  for 
auction  deposits  or  payments.  The  Prices  Realized  list  will 
be  published  30  days  after  the  auction. 


Additional  Sale  Terms 
and  Some  Suggestions 
for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable,  and 
numismatically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bid¬ 
ding  in  our  sales  for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the 
following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  The  paragraphs 
are  numbered  for  your  reference  in  the  event  that  you  wish  to 
ask  further  questions.  Telephone  Barbara  Fiore  or  Jennifer 
Douglass  in  this  regard. 


19. 


Read  the  Terms  of  Sale  printed  in  this  catalogue.  Note  that  a  10%  buyer's 
premium,  without  exception,  will  be  added  to  all  successful  bids. 


r\/"v  Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly  important 
ZL\J.  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  Also, 
this  helps  to  assure  that  your  bid  sheet  will  be  received  before  the  mail  bid  dead¬ 
line.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us  until  a  week 
later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold  to  others! 

r\  We've  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this  way  you 
T  .  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes  and 
revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you've  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter  them 
on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understand¬ 
able,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsi¬ 
ble  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please,  please  be  careful! 


22. 


If  you  are  a  new  bidder,  send  along  references  and  a  25%  deposit. 


r\  r\  Be  prepared  to  pay  in  full  for  all  lots  for  which  your  bids  are  successful. 
Z-C).  Don't  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial  circumstances 
carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded 
all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay 
for  them  immediately. 

r\  a  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While  high 
ZrT.  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within  market  ranges. 
If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that 
a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent 
that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600  range  will  be  a  winner.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 


hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding. 


25. 


Auction  invoices  are  due  upon  receipt  unless  prior  credit  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  us. 


26. 


Be  sure  to  sign  your  bid  sheet.  We  reserve  the  option  not  to  enter  your 
bid  sheet  unless  it  bears  your  personal  signature. 

rsry  Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
Z—J .  necessary,  do  not  write  over  any  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out  completely 
and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  In  this  way 
we  can  call  you  if  there  is  any  question  about  a  bid. 

Submit  bids  in  even  dollar  amounts.  Cents  and  fractional  dollar 
amounts  will  be  ignored. 

Don't  forget  to  take  advantage,  if  you  wish,  of  the  optional  10%  to  20% 
increase  to  really  help  your  chances  of  being  a  successful  bidder. 


28. 

29. 

30. 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction, 
call  for  further  information. 


Please  write  or 


We  are  here  to  serve  your  needs.  We  really  appreciate  your  interest  and 
3  1 .  business  and  will  do  anything  we  can  to  make  auction  bidding  by  mail 
more  enjoyable  for  you.  We  look  forward  to  receiving  your  bids. 

r\r\  If  you  want  to  sell  your  coins  by  auction,  call  or  write  for  our  free 
fjZ. .  informative  brochure.  How  to  Sell  Your  Coins  for  the  Best  Price.  Have  a  tech¬ 
nical  numismatic  question?  Richard  (“Rick")  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  our  Consignment  Direc¬ 
tor,  is  at  your  service  at  (603)  569-5095. 


q  q  If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in  the  max- 
imum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then  submit  bids  for 
amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is 
a  personal  service  and  an  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction 
floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure 
to  execute  such  a  bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this  service 
is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expenditures  of  $1,000  or  more.  MAX¬ 
IMUM  EXPENDITURE  and  "ONE  LOT  ONLY"  bidding  can  be  combined. 


r\  a  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a  "ONE  LOT 
.  ONLY"  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin 
of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed 
in  the  “ONE  LOT  ONLY"  column  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do  our 
best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes 
crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a 
bid  properly. 


Lot  Viewing 


Lot  Pick-Up 


—  Helpful  Suggestion  — 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  customers  who  plan  to  view 
a  large  portion  of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so  during  the  early  days 
of  lot  viewing,  as  the  last  days  will  be  crowded. 


Friday 


March  25 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 


Saturday 


March  26 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m. 


March  18 

Friday  11:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 


March  19 

Saturday 

9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

March  20 

Sunday 

10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

March  21 

Monday  JSJo  viewing. 


March  22 

Tuesday 

9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

March  23 

Wednesday 

9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

March  24 

Thursday 

9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

March  25 

Friday 

9:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Introduction 


Welcome  to  Part  II  of  the  Norweb  Collection  sale.  The  coins  offered  in  the  present  volume, 
in  combination  with  Part  I  which  preceded  it  and  Part  III  which  will  cross  the  block  this  autumn, 
will  forever  stand  as  one  of  the  greatest  holdings  of  United  States  coins  ever  gathered  by  private 
individuals. 

Connoisseurs  and  others  with  an  eye  for  quality  and  rarity  will  appreciate  that  many  of  the 
coins  in  the  Norweb  Collection  are  among  the  finest  known  of  their  kind,  while  numerous  others 
are  so  rare  that  years,  decades,  even  generations  have  elapsed  since  they  were  last  offered  for 
auction  competition.  Indeed,  there  are  some  coins  in  the  present  catalogue  that  have  never  been 
offered  at  auction  before! 

The  Norweb  Collection  as  presently  constituted  was  begun  by  Liberty  Emery  Holden  (1833-1913), 
who  furnished  the  spark  for  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  (1866-1913),  one  of  America's  most  promi¬ 
nent  industrialists,  who  developed  an  interest  in  numismatics.  At  the  turn  of  the  century  he  or¬ 
dered  Proof  coins  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  In  the  same  era  he  was  one  of  just  a  handful 
of  individuals  who  collected  higher  denomination  branch  mint  coins  in  the  finest  condition  pos¬ 
sible,  including  pieces  obtained  directly  from  the  minting  institutions.  His  interest  in  turn  was 
transferred  to  his  daughter,  young  Emery  May,  born  in  1896,  who  by  the  age  of  12  exhibited  a 
precocious  interest  in  numismatics  and  was  attributing  die  varieties  of  Massachusetts  silver  and 
other  coins,  keeping  inventory  notebooks,  and  perusing  the  auction  catalogues  of  Lyman  H.  Low, 
Henry  Chapman,  and  others,  to  make  recommendations  for  additions  to  the  family  collection! 

In  conjunction  with  the  present  offering  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers  spent  many 
months  of  research,  at  one  time  employing  five  research  associates  working  in  as  many  different 
states,  to  create  a  truly  great  book,  one  which  is  available  for  purchase,  and  one  which  furnishes 
delightful  reading:  The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy.  This  288-page  illustrated,  hardbound 
volume  has  been  enthusiastically  acclaimed  by  editors,  reviewers,  and  the  numismatic  communi¬ 
ty  at  large.  If  you  do  not  already  possess  a  copy,  you  may  wish  to  consider  acquiring  one  for 
only  $29.95  plus  $2  postage  and  handling  (send  your  order  separately  from  your  bid  sheet,  and 
it  will  be  processed  the  moment  it  arrives  here). 

Emery  May  Holden  married  R.  Henry  Norweb  in  1917.  Subsequently,  R.  Henry  rose  to  ambas¬ 
sadorial  rank  and  played  an  important  part  in  world  history.  In  the  meantime,  the  Norwebs  pur¬ 
sued  numismatics  together  and  became  private  clients  of  leading  dealers  all  over  the  globe.  When 
the  King  Farouk  Collection  was  auctioned  in  Cairo  in  1954,  the  Norwebs  were  among  the  few 
Americans  in  attendance.  When  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  was  distributing  gems  and 
rarities  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Estate  in  the  1950s,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  a  principal  of  the  firm,  gave 
the  Norwebs  first  chance  at  the  treasures.  Likewise,  other  dealers  recognized  the  connoisseur- 
ship  of  the  Norwebs  and  the  depth  of  their  collection,  and  whenever  a  needed  rarity  was  ob¬ 
tained,  the  Norwebs  were  the  first  to  learn  of  it.  Much  fascinating  correspondence  in  this  regard 
to  and  from  dealers  is  reproduced  in  the  previously  mentioned  book,  The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy. 

At  the  same  time.  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  repaid  the  numismatic  hobby  with 
many  services  and  gifts.  Both  held  important  positions  with  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
in  New  York.  Important  donations  were  made  to  the  ANS  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  in¬ 
cluding  such  notable  properties  as  the  1787  Brasher  doubloon  and  one  of  just  five  known  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickels.  Today,  their  son,  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Libby  continue  the 
family  numismatic  tradition. 

The  old  order  changes,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  correct  to  state  that  the  magnificent  collections 
formed  generations  ago  will  never  be  duplicated.  The  reasons  for  this  are  several:  first,  and  per¬ 
haps  most  important,  the  purchase  opportunities  of  years  ago  no  longer  exist.  Even  the  most 
well-financed  buyer  simply  will  not  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire  such  a  diversity  of  scarcities 


The  Perseverance  Mine  Reducing  Plant  near  Juneau,  Alaska,  one  of  the  many  Holden  family  mining  enterprises 


and  rarities.  Second,  today  the  prices  are  higher  and  the  competition  is  more  intense.  Third, 
the  penchant  for  cleaning  and  otherwise  "improving"  coins,  which  has  pervaded  the  market¬ 
place  during  the  past  several  decades,  has  made  it  impossible  to  acquire  a  wide  selection  of  beau¬ 
tifully  toned,  pristine  coins  of  the  quality  found  when  old-time  cabinets  are  dispersed. 

The  word  "opportunity"  is  particularly  significant  in  connection  with  the  Norweb  Collection 
offering.  In  our  last  catalogue  we  mentioned  our  sale  of  the  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection  of  United 
States  gold  coins,  which  was  highlighted  by  two  extreme  rarities,  the  1870-S  $3  and  the  1822  $5, 
which  brought  $687,500  each.  When  the  Eliasberg  sale  was  held,  we  stressed  the  element  of  op¬ 
portunity  stating  that,  once  sold,  no  amount  of  money  might  be  able  to  secure  duplicates.  This 
proved  to  be  true,  and  since  the  Eliasberg  sale  we  have  had  clients  interested  in  these  two  pieces, 
but  the  answer  given  to  us  by  the  buyers  is  simply,  "I  am  sorry,  they're  not  for  sale."  In  our  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Norweb  Collection  Part  I  the  writer  stated,  after  relating  the  Eliasberg  experience, 
"So  it  will  be  with  the  Norweb  coins.  Numerous  outstanding  rarities,  inexpensive  as  well  as  high 
priced,  are  of  such  quality  that  an  offer  of  twice  the  price  given  the  morning  after  will  not  secure 
duplicates.  Opportunity  is  the  key  word.  Classics  and  rarities  never  go  out  of  style."  This,  too,  came 
to  pass,  and  no  sooner  had  the  Norweb  Collection  Part  I  crossed  the  auction  block  than  we  re¬ 
ceived  telephone  calls  and  letters  from  a  number  of  people  who  wanted  to  offer  buyers  a  profit. 
As  the  present  catalogue  goes  to  press,  the  writer  is  busy  acting  as  an  intermediary  for  several 
pending  transactions,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  no  sales  have  actually  taken  place,  despite  offers 
of  generous  profits  to  the  buyers!  With  this  in  mind,  the  sentiment  is  again  repeated:  the  present 
Norweb  Collection  catalogue  offers  opportunities  which,  if  not  taken  advantage  of,  may  not  recur 
in  your  lifetime. 

The  present  catalogue  contains  many  delightful  pieces.  The  numbering  commences  with  Lot 
1414,  to  maintain  continuity  with  the  first  catalogue  (which  contained  Lots  1  through  1413).  Shield 
nickels  begin  the  listing,  with  the  initial  offering  being  a  Gem  Proof  1866,  the  first  year  of  the 
denomination.  Next  follows  one  of  the  great  classic  rarities  among  19th-century  American  Proof 
coins:  the  1867  With  Rays,  a  specimen  which  has  remained  in  the  Norweb  Collection  since  its 
acquisition  on  September  22,  1909.  Other  nickel  five-cent  pieces  of  the  Shield,  Liberty,  Buffalo, 
and  Jefferson  types  will  be  of  interest  and  importance  to  prospective  bidders. 

Quarter  dollars  come  next  in  the  catalogue,  an  offering  which  will  be  forever  remembered  as 
one  of  the  finest  selections  of  this  denomination  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block.  Among  major 
rarities,  highlights  include  the  legendary  1827,  one  of  four  pieces  said  to  have  been  obtained  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  year  of  issue  by  young  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  who  paid  face  value  for 
them.  The  Norweb  specimen  is  said  to  have  been  Mickley's  favorite,  being  the  sharpest  struck 
of  the  group!  The  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  quarter,  a  superb  Uncirculated  coin,  ranks  as  just  one 
of  three  specimens  known  to  exist.  Beyond  these  are  such  delicacies  as  an  outstanding  1796,  a 
number  of  magnificent  and  extremely  rare  early  Proofs  (including  the  classic  1842  Small  Date), 
Liberty  Seated  coins  in  high  degrees  of  preservation  and  rarity,  a  memorable  run  of  Proofs  from 
the  1850s  onward,  and  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  Uncirculated  and  Proof  Barber  quarters 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  not  to  overlook  outstanding  pieces  among  later  issues  as  well. 

Trade  dollars  come  in  for  their  share  of  attention  beginning  on  page  103.  Particularly  notable 
are  the  legendary  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  the  former  being  one  of  just  10  or  11  specimens 
believed  to  exist,  and  the  latter  being  one  of  the  most  formidable  of  all  United  States  rarities,  and 
one  of  the  most  famous,  an  issue  of  which  only  five  can  be  traced. 

Gold  dollars  from  1849  through  1889  are  next  in  the  spotlight,  an  offering  spangled  with  popu¬ 
lar  and  rare  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  pieces,  low-mintage  Philadelphia  coins  from  the  waning 
years  of  the  series,  and  other  desiderata. 

Quarter  eagles  herald  the  second  session  of  the  sale,  beginning  with  Lot  1931,  an  example  of 
the  1796  Without  Stars  on  the  obverse.  Subsequently,  other  early  quarter  eagles  are  offered,  all 
of  which  are  rare  and  some  of  which  are  extremely  rare.  Indeed,  the  entire  class  of  quarter  eagles 
from  1796  through  the  1834  With  Motto  style  can  be  said  to  be  in  the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  category. 
Among  later  quarter  eagles  are  to  be  found  a  delightful  mixture  of  Condition  Census  coins  and 


great  rarities,  among  which  are  a  number  of  “regular"  (for  want  of  a  better  word)  common  pieces, 
and  "type"  issues.  The  Norweb  Collection,  like  the  vast  field  of  American  numismatics  itself,  is 
truly  cosmopolitan,  and  there  is  something  for  every  interest,  every  specialty,  and  every  budget. 

Eagles  or  $10  pieces  are  next  in  the  stellar  line-up,  and  include  numerous  memorable  pieces 
among  the  early  years  of  the  denomination.  Later  eagles  include  seldom-seen  mintmark  varie¬ 
ties,  Condition  Census  pieces,  Proofs,  and  other  classics.  Then  we  progress  into  20th-century  is¬ 
sues,  highlighted  by  rarities  and  Proofs  among  the  beautiful  Indian  Head  series  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  concluding  with  an  outstanding  example  of  the  last  year  of  issue,  the  famous  1933. 

Colonial  and  other  early  American  coins  begin  on  page  221  and  constitute  a  section  of  the  cat¬ 
alogue  that  will  be  forever  remembered  as  a  reference  by  students  of  the  series.  Going  beyond 
the  basic  information  of  variety  and  grade,  Michael  Hodder  and  others  on  our  staff  have  spent 
untold  hours  delving  into  the  history,  striking  peculiarities,  rarity,  and  other  information  relating 
to  each.  First  across  the  block  is  an  offering  of  the  St.  Patrick  copper  coinage,  closely  associated 
with  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Among  the  more  fascinating  pieces  is  Lot  2386,  a  coin  surrounded 
by  controversy.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  happens  when  bidders  compete  for  it.  Rosa  Amer¬ 
icana  coinage  is  next,  and  again  the  offering  is  definitive.  Continental  currency  pieces  are  next 
presented,  in  an  offering  which  includes  a  number  of  great  rarities  and  one  variety  which  may 
be  unique. 

Connecticut  copper  coinage  is  next  presented  for  competition.  To  the  present  writer's  mind, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  certainly  one  of  the  rarest  coins  in  the  entire  Norweb  cabinet  is 
the  quite  worn  and  hardly  aesthetic  variety  described  as  Miller  1.4-WW.  Immune  Columbia  coin¬ 
age,  Confederatio  coppers.  Nova  Constellatio  pieces  (which  might  be  better  designated  from  a 
Latin  grammar  viewpoint  as  Constellatio  Nova  coins),  and  other  pieces  are  delineated,  including 
a  simply  magnificent  collection  of  Massachusetts  cents  and  half  cents.  Then  come  coins  of  New 
York:  Nova  Eborac,  Excelsior,  and  other  issues. 

Participation  in  the  Norweb  Collection  sale  can  be  in  one  of  two  ways.  The  first  is  by  mail, 
as  many  of  our  clients  will  do,  following  the  Terms  of  Sale  outlined  in  the  catalogue.  Our  staff 
would  be  pleased  to  answer  questions  concerning  any  specific  points  not  raised  in  the  catalogue 
descriptions,  or  help  with  estimates.  Your  telephone  call  directed  to  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.  (United 
States  series)  or  Michael  Hodder  (colonial  and  state  coins)  will  receive  immediate  attention,  as 
will  correspondence  on  the  matter.  I  cordially  invite  your  in-person  attendance,  so  that  you  will 
be  part  of  numismatic  history  as  it  is  made.  The  Norweb  cabinet  is  truly  a  collection  for  the  ages, 
a  holding  that  will  forever  remain  among  the  finest  ever  assembled.  I  would  like  you  to  be  a  part 
of  it. 

I  express  appreciation  to  the  consignors,  the  family  of  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  who  have  made 
the  sale  possible  and  have  provided  much  help.  Cataloguing  of  the  coins  was  the  work  of  several 
individuals,  including  Michael  Hodder,  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III,  Elizabeth  Arlin,  and  myself,  with 
Ray  Merena,  Thomas  J.  Becker,  and  Frank  Van  Valen  providing  additional  numismatic  assistance. 
Other  staff  credits  are  presented  elsewhere  in  the  catalogue. 

Over  a  period  of  many  years  several  generations  of  the  Norweb  family  have  acquired  many 
of  their  most  important  pieces  by  public  auction  competition.  It  is  particularly  fitting  that  now 
the  Norweb  Collection  treasures  are  being  distributed  in  the  same  manner.  Each  coin  possesses 
its  own  credentials  as  to  date,  variety,  and  condition,  but  beyond  that  it  also  has  something  intan¬ 
gible,  the  aura  of  now  having  the  pedigree  from  the  Norweb  Collection. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


Portrait  photograph  of  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  taken  in  1983 


The  Norweb  Family 


The  Norweb  family  and  its  forebears,  notably  the  Holden  fa¬ 
mily,  played  many  important  roles  in  American  history,  the  fas¬ 
cinating  details  of  which  are  outlined  in  The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy,  by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
(available  in  deluxe  hardbound  form  for  $29.95).  Given  here  are 
brief  biographical  sketches  of  certain  family  members  who  were 
involved  in  numismatics: 

Liberty  Emery  Holden  (1833-1913) 

Born  in  Raymond,  Maine,  Liberty  Emery  Holden  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1860  to  Delia  Elizabeth  Bulkley.  The  union  produced  nine 
children.  Educated  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Holden 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Cleveland  Bar  in  1863.  An 
entrepreneur  at  heart,  his  interests  soon  expanded  into  such 
diverse  areas  as  hotel  building  and  ownership  (the  Fairmount 
Hotel,  Cleveland,  in  1872  and  the  Hollenden  Hotel  in  the  same 
city,  1885),  mine  manager  (Pittsburgh  and  Lake  Angeline  Mines, 
1873-1875),  and  mine  owner  (Old  Jordan  and  Old  Telegraph 
Mines,  Utah,  1875-1889).  He  became  owner  of  the  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer,  which  grew  to  be  one  of  America's  most  honored  and 
respected  newspapers.  He  became  a  patron  of  education  and 
the  arts,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  founding  of  educational 
institutions  and  in  the  donation  of  important  properties  to  the 
Cleveland  Museum  of  Art.  The  field  of  politics  was  not  over¬ 
looked,  and  in  1896  he  was  a  Democratic  delegate  from  Ohio 
to  the  presidential  convention,  where  he  supported  William  Jen¬ 
nings  Bryan.  Around  the  same  time  he  was  heavily  involved 
in  the  silver  movement.  Liberty  Emery  Holden's  involvement 
in  numismatics  was  not  chronicled,  but  it  is  believed  that  by 
the  1890s  he  was  involved  in  the  subject,  for  he  possessed  refer¬ 
ences,  and,  apparently,  some  significant  rare  coins. 

Albert  Fairchild  Holden  (1866-1913) 

Born  in  Cleveland,  and  a  Harvard  graduate,  Albert  Fairchild 
Holden's  specialities  were  mine  engineering  and  mineralogy. 
Following  his  education,  he  managed  his  father's  extensive  min¬ 
ing  properties  in  the  American  West,  an  involvement  which  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  turn  of  the  century.  By  1906  he  owned  or 
was  an  investor  in  numerous  important  mining  properties  as 
well  as  smelting  and  refining  enterprises,  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  must  be  numbered  among  the  most  prominent  industrialists 
of  his  day.  At  the  same  time  he  pursued  hobby  interests,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  fields  of  mineralogical  specimens  (his  collection 
was  subsequently  donated  to  Harvard,  along  with  $500,000  for 
maintenance)  and  numismatics.  Albert  Fairchild  Holden  became 
a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  1909. 
Busy  with  his  far-flung  commercial  enterprises,  he  collected 
coins  privately  and  anonymously,  usually  bidding  through 
agents.  He  was  a  participant  in  such  landmark  auctions  as  Henry 
Chapman's  Matthew  A.  Stickney  Collection  sale,  June  1907; 
Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  James  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
1908;  and  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Andrew  Zabriskie  Col¬ 
lection,  June  1909.  In  addition,  it  is  apparent  that  he  ordered 
Proof  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from  about  1900  through 
about  1912,  and  was  one  of  the  relatively  few  collectors  who 
purchased  Uncirculated  specimens  from  branch  mints  at  the 
time  of  issue.  Today,  probably  half  or  more  of  the  coins  in  the 
Norweb  Collection  trace  their  pedigree  to  Albert  Fairchild  Hold¬ 
en  and  have  remained  off  the  market  for  the  best  part  of  a 
century. 


Emery  May  Holden  Norweb  (1896-1984) 

Born  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  1896,  Emery  May  Holden  became 
interested  in  coin  collecting  at  a  young  age,  and  by  1908  she 
was  recording  coin  pedigrees  and  die  varieties  in  her  father's 
collection!  She  joined  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in 
1914,  and  by  the  time  of  her  death  in  1984  had  been  an  ANA 
member  longer  than  anyone  in  the  history  of  that  organization 
before  or  since.  A  mutual  attraction  between  her  and  Henry  Nor¬ 
web,  who  was  to  pursue  a  diplomatic  career,  led  to  Emery  May 
going  to  Europe  during  the  First  World  War,  where  she  served 
as  a  nurse  in  France,  later  marrying  Henry  on  October  18,  1917. 
Stationed  abroad  at  various  diplomatic  posts,  Mrs.  Norweb  col¬ 
lected  sporadically  until  the  1930s,  at  which  time  she  added  sub¬ 
stantially  to  the  family  holdings  through  purchases  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder,  B.  Max  Mehl,  J.C.  Morgenthau,  Wayte  Raymond,  and 
others.  Beginning  in  1952,  a  close  relationship  developed  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norweb  and  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  of  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company.  The  Norwebs  were  given  first 
chance  at  many  numismatic  treasures,  including  numerous 
pieces  from  the  Virgil  Brand  estate,  portions  of  which  were  be¬ 
ing  handled  by  New  Netherlands.  Later,  she  served  as  the  first 
woman  on  the  Council  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
1968-1978,  and  was  involved  in  1973  with  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  arranging  the 
International  Numismatic  Congress.  A  true  connoisseur,  Mrs. 
Norweb  patiently  acquired  the  "finest  of  the  fine"  and  "the 
rarest  of  the  rare"  from  many  properties  offered  over  a  long 
span  of  years. 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Sr.  (1895-1983) 

Born  in  Nottingham,  England,  R.  Henry  Norweb  entered  the 
American  diplomatic  corps  in  1917  in  Paris.  In  1936  he  was  the 
youngest  State  Department  employee  to  attain  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  rank  (1936,  Bolivia),  at  45  years  of  age.  Later, 
he  helped  to  negotiate  the  Azores  Bases  Treaty  (1943-1944), 
which  had  important  implications  for  the  Allies  in  World  War 
II.  Sharing  his  wife's  interest  in  coin  collecting,  R.  Henry  Nor¬ 
web,  Sr.,  was  a  member  of  many  organizations,  including  the 
American  Numismatic  Assocation,  the  Royal  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety,  and  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  serving  on  the 
Council  of  the  latter  from  1960  to  1978. 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  (1918-  ) 

R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  began  his  interest  in  numismatics  cir¬ 
ca  1930-1931,  when  his  mother  put  him  to  work  attributing  die 
varieties  of  Connecticut  copper  coins  from  the  Thomas  Hall  Col¬ 
lection  and  other  sources,  and  cataloguing  a  wide  array  of  large 
cents.  In  1940  he  graduated  from  Harvard,  and  in  1944  he  mar¬ 
ried  Libby  Gardner.  Active  in  civic  and  social  affairs  in  the 
Cleveland  area,  at  one  time  or  another  he  has  been  executive 
director  of  the  Holden  Arboretum,  mayor  of  the  Village  of 
Bratenahl  (site  of  the  Norweb  family  home),  and  has  been  in¬ 
volved  with  numerous  charities,  as  has  been  Libby.  In  numis¬ 
matics,  he  is  a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
and  since  1978  has  served  on  the  Council  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York.  Today,  he  is  a  specialist  in 
Brazilian  coins,  while  Libby  Norweb  is  the  curator  of  an  out¬ 
standing  collection  of  communion  tokens,  her  long-time 
speciality. 


Expanded  Personal  Service  From 

Bowers  and  Merena! 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a  winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale.  Take 
advantage  of  our  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE  service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight 
times  the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  minimum),  or  use  our  ONE  LOT  ONLY 
service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots  and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one,  or  use 
both  features.  Please  see  points  33  and  34  of  the  "Additional  Terms  of  Sale"  page. 
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Another  fine  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  is  about  to  begin.. 


—  Session  One  — 

(U.S.  Coins) 

Thursday  Evening ,  March  24 ,  7:00  p.m.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  1414 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


The  following  offering  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  comprises 
issues  from  the  first  year,  1866,  to  the  present  era.  Included 
are  numerous  scarce  and  rare  issues  as  well  as  more  plenti¬ 
ful  varieties.  All  major  types  are  represented:  Shield,  Liber¬ 
ty,  Buffalo,  and  Jefferson. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  early  nickel  five-cent  pieces  in  the 
Norweb  Collection  are  of  pristine  quality,  having  been  or¬ 
dered  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  year  of  is¬ 
sue  or  acquired  from  dealers  during  the  first  decade  of  the 
present  century.  When  we  have  applied  such  grades  as 
Proof-60  or  Proof-63,  these  reflect  not  coins  with  hairlines 
or  cleaning  (unless  otherwise  indicated)  but,  rather,  they  are 
pieces  with  fields  of  Proof-65  or  Proof-67  quality,  but  which 
have  minute  spotting  or  specks.  The  following  offering  is 
remarkable  for  its  overall  quality  and  completeness. 


Gem  Proof  1866  Shield  Nickel 


1414  1866  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  piece,  brilliant,  well  struck,  and 

with  superb  surfaces. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Shield  motif,  as  inspired  by  the  two-cent 
piece  of  several  years  earlier,  while  the  reverse  consists  of  a  circle 
of  stars  and  bars  surrounding  the  central  numeral  5.  The  bars  or 
“rays"  were  used  only  in  1866  and  the  early  part  of  1867,  thus 
isolating  the  design  as  a  highly  desired  type. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 

The  mintage  figure  for  the  1866  Proof  Shield  nickel  is  unknown,  and  it  has  been 
variously  estimated  to  be  from  125  pieces  up  to  about  500,  with  the  present  writer  be¬ 
lieving  the  latter  to  be  more  likely  the  case  (based  upon  the  frequency  of  examples 
seen  at  auction  each  year,  and  other  studies).  Like  bronze,  the  nickel  alloy  used  to 
coin  five-cent  pieces  is  chemically  active,  and  because  of  this  relatively  few  high-grade 
examples  have  survived  over  the  years.  In  terms  of  Proof  1866  Shield  nickels  equaling 
the  quality  of  the  one  offered  here,  probably  fewer  than  100  are  known. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


1415  1867  With  Rays.  Proof-64.  A  gem  specimen,  brilliant,  and  superb 

in  every  respect.  A  match  for  the  preceding  in  terms  of  quality. 

In  the  general  class  of  United  States  Proof  coins  minted  after 
1858  (the  year  in  which  Proof  coins  were  first  generally  sold  to 
collectors),  the  1867  With  Rays  Shield  nickel  is  one  of  the  great 
rarities  among  lower  denomination  coins.  Other  Proof  classics 
include  the  1864-L  Proof  Indian  cent  and  the  1864  Small  Motto 
two-cent  piece.  In  each  instance,  these  Proofs  were  produced  for 
only  a  short  period  of  time,  and  most  sets  sold  during  the  year 
lacked  pieces  of  the  variety. 

The  number  of  Proofs  minted  of  the  1867  With  Rays  Shield  nickel 
is  not  recorded.  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  estimates  25  or  more,  the  same  figure  post¬ 
ed  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Concerning  the  issue, 
he  notes: 

"Now  known  to  have  been  issued  only  with  the  initial  or  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  1867  delivery  of  silver  Proofs,  with  possibly  at  most  a  few 
more  in  minor  Proof  sets  at  that  time.  Exceedingly  rare,  not  over 
about  a  dozen  survivors  traceable  .  .  ." 

No  official  reason  for  discontinuing  the  rays  on  the  reverse  of 
the  Shield  nickel  has  ever  come  to  light,  but  it  is  presumed  that 
this  feature  was  eliminated  in  an  attempt  to  have  the  coin  strike 
up  more  properly.  From  the  very  outset,  the  hard  alloy  used  to 
make  nickel  five-cent  pieces  presented  problems,  and  die  break¬ 
age  was  common.  Surviving  business  strikes  indicate  that  most 
1867  Shield  nickels  have  weakly  defined  details.  By  this  theory, 
the  simplification  of  the  reverse  would  result  in  less  metal  flow, 
and  would  help  the  problem.  In  any  event,  by  early  in  the  year 
1867,  the  rays  were  discontinued,  for  as  early  as  March  of  that 
year  coins  of  the  Without  Rays  style  were  being  delivered.  It  is 
apparent  that  a  few  Proof  sets  delivered  very  early  in  the  year 


1867  contained  the  With  Rays  nickel,  as  offered  here,  but  the  vast 
majority  of  sets,  delivered  later,  contained  the  much  more  plen¬ 
tiful  Without  Rays  style. 

In  numismatics  the  appearance  of  a  Proof  1867  With  Rays  nic¬ 
kel  has  always  been  an  occasion  for  excitement.  The  piece  offered 
here  is  of  truly  exceptional  quality.  Combining  as  it  does  the  ap¬ 
peals  of  high  quality,  sharp  strike,  great  rarity,  superb  aesthetic 
appeal,  and  illustrious  pedigree,  we  expect  that  it  will  create  con¬ 
siderable  attention  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

Purchased  bi /  Albert  F.  Holden  from  David  Proskey  on  September  22, 
1909. 

This  particular  Proof  must  have  been  one  of  the  very  first  to  leave  the  dies,  for  un¬ 
der  extreme  magnification  some  minute  die  lines,  raised  in  the  coin  (and  thus  quite 
different  from  hairlines),  can  be  seen.  Such  are  found  only  on  early  impressions,  as 
they  quickly  wore  away  when  the  dies  saw  further  use. 

The  1866  and  1867  With  Rays  nickels  offered  here  were  struck  from  different  reverse 
dies.  A  comparison  of  the  salient  coins  of  each  may  be  of  interest  to  readers: 

The  1866  has  a  center  dot  within  the  5,  whereas  the  1867  does  not. 

The  letters  on  the  1866  are  all  open,  whereas  on  the  1867  the  E  in  UNITED  is  filled 
at  the  bottom,  and  the  E  in  AMERICA  is  filled  at  the  top.  The  position  of  the  stars 
and  rays  differs.  On  the  1866,  a  star  point  aims  at  the  right  side  of  the  right  foot  of 
the  A  in  STATES,  whereas  on  the  1867  it  aims  at  the  left  side  of  the  left  foot.  On  the 
1866  a  star  point  aims  at  the  serif  on  the  bottom  of  the  second  S  in  STATES,  while 
on  the  1867  the  same  star  point  aims  at  the  right  side  of  the  E.  Other  differences  can 
be  noted  by  examining  the  position  of  the  stars  and  rays  on  the  photograph  for  the 
present  lot  and  comparing  it  to  that  of  the  1866  offered  before. 

When  the  hub  was  created  for  the  reverse,  the  "rays"  were  made  separately,  rather 
than  from  the  single  element  punch,  and  consist  of  three  club-shaped  stripes  arranged 
closely  together.  Under  magnification,  the  alignment  of  the  tops  and  bottoms  of  the 
elements  of  the  rays  differs  from  one  to  another.  For  example,  on  the  1866,  the  left 
and  right  segments  of  the  ray  above  the  N  in  CENTS  are  of  equal  length,  with  the 
middle  being  shorter.  On  the  1867,  the  left  and  middle  rays  are  shorter,  and  the  right 
ray  is  longer. 

The  die  of  the  piece  offered  here  seems  to  be  identical  to  that  illustrated  on  page 
132  of  the  Breen  reference,  a  coin  sold  by  Lester  Merkin  at  auction  in  March  1969. 


1416  1867  No  Rays.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  coin.  1418  1869  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  early  Shield  nic- 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908.  kel  date. 

The  obverse  die  of  Lot  1416  is  not  the  same  as  that  used  to  strike  Lot  1415.  A  number 

Of  microscopic  differences  can  be  noted  under  close  study,  one  of  which  is  the  date  1419  Varied  group  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces:  1869  EF-40;  1871,  scarce 

position,  which  on  Lot  1416  is  closer  to  the  ball  than  it  is  on  the  preceding  lot.  ,  -.Lo-i  <-1  •  ,,  ATTtrr-  a  uric  r-ruTc  attcc 

date,  F-15;  1883  Shield  AU-55;  1883  Liberty  With  CENTS,  AU-55. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 


1417  1868  Proof-64.  Separated  by  a  few  flecks  from  the  Proof-65  category. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 

On  the  reverse,  under  magnification,  a  series  of  parallel  planchet  striae  can  be  seen, 
a%  made 
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1420  1870  Proof-63.  Kept  from  a  higher  grade  by  some  flecks  and  freck¬ 

les.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 

The  reverse  die  is  quite  unusual,  and  under  magnification  a  number  of  characteris¬ 
tics  can  be  seen.  In  UNITED  the  D  is  open  at  the  top;  in  STATES  both  of  the  S  letters 
are  opened  at  the  top;  the  upper  left  of  the  letter  A  is  missing  in  STATES  and  in  the 
terminal  letter  of  AMERICA;  at  the  top  of  F,  R,  and  the  bottom  of  the  S  (in  CENTS) 
there  is  weakness. 

On  the  1869  Proof  offered  earlier.  Lot  1418,  a  star  point  aims  at  the  very  left  side 
of  the  left  serif  on  the  R  of  AMERICA,  while  on  the  1870,  in  the  present  Lot  1420,  the 
same  star  aims  at  the  right  serif  of  the  upright  of  the  R.  Obviously,  multiple  hubs  were 
used  over  a  period  of  time  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 


1421  1871  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  superb  piece  separated  from 

a  higher  grade  only  by  a  few  microscopic  flecks. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 

The  reverse  die  on  this  is  different  from  the  preceding  two  Proofs.  As  a  quick  refer¬ 
ence  point,  we  mention  that  the  C  in  AMERICA  is  doubled  on  the  inside,  and  the 
A  following  it  is  filled. 


1422  1872  Proof-64. 

New  reverse  die,  different  from  any  previously  described.  Apparently  the  hard  nic¬ 
kel  alloy  metal  quickly  destroyed  the  mirrorlike  surface  on  the  Proof  dies  used  to  strike 
five-cent  pieces,  so  the  dies  were  replaced  more  frequently.  The  present  commentary 
on  this  and  the  preceding  several  lots  is  intended  just  as  a  casual  observation  of  the 
pieces  in  the  Norweb  Collection  Sale.  Undoubtedly,  microscopic  study  of  a  wide  popu¬ 
lation  of  pieces  would  reveal  additional  die  characteristics. 

1423  Trio  of  Shield  nickels:  1873  Proof-60  to  63;  1874  Proof-60;  1876 
Proof-63/60.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1424  1875  Proof-63. 

The  reverse  die  shows  doubling  at  the  center  of  the  C  of  AMERICA  and  filling  of 
the  terminal  letter  A;  the  same  die  described  earlier. 


Key  1877  Shield  Nickel 


1425  1877  Proof-63  to  64.  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  is¬ 

sue,  a  Proof-only  variety  of  which  somewhat  over  510  pieces  were 
made  with  Proof  finish;  no  related  business  strikes  were  made. 
This  is  the  lowest  mintage  nickel  five-cent  piece  in  the  entire  se¬ 
ries  from  1866  to  the  present  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  legen¬ 
dary  1913  Liberty  Head. 

The  Shield  and  Liberty  nickels  offered  here  were  acquired  by  Albert  Holden  dur¬ 
ing  the  turn  of  the  century.  In  instances  in  which  the  pedigrees  are  known  they  are 
listed  here,  but  in  other  instances  all  we  know  is  that  they  were  acquired  years  ago, 
and  came  to  us  in  old  envelopes  with  old  writing,  but  the  specific  source  was  not  stated. 


Important  1878  Shield  Nickel 


1426  1878  Proof-63  to  64.  A  very  beautiful  piece,  brilliant,  and  of  out¬ 

standing  aesthetic  appeal.  Separated  from  a  higher  grade  by  some 
microscopic  flecks. 

Most  1878  Shield  nickels,  the  one  offered  here  being  an  exception,  have  a  frosty 
rather  than  Proof  surface  and  appear  more  like  business  strikes  than  Proofs.  As  only 
Proofs  were  minted  this  year,  according  to  Mint  records,  these  frosty  pieces  are  at¬ 
tributed  as  Proofs. 

Some  have  suggested  that  the  1878  Proof  nickel  is  an  1878/7  overdate,  but  under  high- 
powered  stereo  magnification  we  can  find  nothing  at  all  suggesting  an  undertyped 
7.  There  is  a  small  cusp  at  the  lower  right  of  the  bottom  loop  of  the  final  8,  but  this 
seems  to  be  a  repunching  of  the  8  digit,  and  not  a  segment  of  the  digit  7. 


1427  1879/8  so-called  overdate.  Proof-63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some 

minor  flecks. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 

This  is  the  die  Walter  Breen  describes  as  the  overdate,  with  what  he  considers  to 
be  faint  traces  of  an  8  within  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  9.  To  our  eyes,  there  is  room 
for  question,  but  there  certainly  is  a  repunching  of  some  type.  No  unequivocal  traces 
of  an  8  can  be  seen,  however.  This  variety  is  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins  and  is  that  traditionally  ascribed  to  overdate  status.  It  may  be  about  l'/j  times 
as  rare  as  a  regular  (non  "overdate")  Proof. 
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1428  1880  Proof-64. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Sale,  1908. 


1429  1881  Proof-64. 

The  reverse  of  this  Proof  shows  recutting  within  the  C  of  AMERICA  and  filling  of 
the  final  A.  Apparently  this  die  was  kept  on  the  shelf  and  was  used  intermittently, 
for  intervening  coins  are  from  different  dies. 

The  entire  subject  of  minute  die  differences  among  19th  and  early  20th-century  Proofs 
has  never  been  explored  in  detail  and  is  a  fertile  area  for  anyone  interested  in  what 
admittedly  is  a  rather  technical  consideration. 

1430  1882  Proof-63. 

Walter  Breen  describes  at  least  three  different  dies,  of  which  this  apparently  is  the 
third  in  his  listing,  with  the  lower  half  of  the  second  8  and  the  2  filled.  In  addition, 
there  is  a  raised  area  extending  upward  from  the  denticles  below  the  first  8. 

Although  the  writer  has  no  specific  verification  of  this,  it  is  probable  that  Proof  dies 
for  nickels  of  this  era  were  used  to  make  business  strikes  once  the  mirrorlike  surface 
on  a  given  die  became  unsatisfactory  for  Proof  coinage.  Although  it  has  been  stated 
here  and  there  in  print  that  Proof  dies  were  never  used  to  make  business  strikes,  that 
is  not  the  case,  and  there  are  numerous  instances  among  19th-century  coins  in  which 
the  same  dies  were  used  to  make  both  Proofs  and  business  issues. 

1431  1883  Shield.  Proof-63. 


1432  1883  Liberty  Head.  Without  CENTS.  Proof-63.  Frosty  cameo 
devices  contrast  sharply  with  brilliant  mirrorlike  fields.  Some  tiny 
flecks  are  noted  behind  Miss  Liberty's  head  on  the  obverse.  5,219 
Proofs  of  this  variety  were  issued. 

Designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber.  It  is  said  that  the  obverse  was  modeled  after  a  clas¬ 
sic  depiction  of  the  goddess  Diana.  The  type  Without  CENTS  was  only  issued  in  1883. 
Shortly  after  this  variety  was  released  it  was  learned  that  unscrupulous  individuals 
were  plating  examples  with  gold  and  passing  them  off  as  half  eagles.  The  design  was 
consequently  modified  to  incorporate  the  word  CENTS. 

1433  Selection  of  1883  Libert)  nickels  Without  CENTS,  featuring  nice 
high-grade  examples:  MS-63  (1);  MS-60  to  63  (1);  AU-50  (4);  EF-45 
(1).  (Total:  7  pieces) 

An  excellent  opportunity  for  a  collector  with  a  modest  budget  to  acquire  a  group 
of  pieces  bearing  the  famous  Norweb  pedigree. 


1434  1883  Liberty  Head.  With  CENTS.  Proof-64.  An  exceptionally  nice 
specimen.  Deeply  struck  with  lustrous  motifs,  highly  reflective 
fields,  and  a  trace  of  amber  toning.  One  of  6,783  Proof  examples 
coined. 

1435  1884  Proof-63.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  A  few  trivial  flecks 
on  the  obverse  rim  keep  this  example  out  of  the  gem  category. 


1436  1885  Proof-64.  The  design  details  are  strongly  defined  and  a  splash 

of  amber  toning  is  present  on  the  reverse.  A  key  date  in  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  series.  Prized  in  all  grades  of  condition,  with 
choice  Proof  examples  being  particularly  desirable.  Only  3,790 
Proofs  were  coined. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Wilson  Collection,  October  1908. 


1437  1886  Proof-64.  A  faint  suggestion  of  toning  enhances  the  lovely 
surfaces.  Another  key  date.  This  issue  stands  out  with  the  1885 
and  1912-S  as  being  among  the  most  elusive  in  the  series.  Only 
4,290  Proofs  were  minted  in  this  year. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Wilson  Collection,  October  1908. 

1438  Quintette  of  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickels  of  consecutive  dates:  1887 
Proof-60  to  63,  ex  Wilson  Sale;  1888  Proof-60/63,  ex  Wilson  Sale; 
1890  Proof-60  to  63;  1891  Proof-60  to  63;  1892  Proof-60  to  63.  An 
outstanding  selection.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1439  1889  Proof-64.  A  choice  example  with  sharply  defined  device  de¬ 

tails  and  faint  amber  toning  at  the  borders.  Destined  for  the  cabinet 
of  an  appreciative  specialist! 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder's  sale  of  the  Wilson  Collection,  October  1908. 


1440  1893  Proof-64.  An  exceptionally  brilliant  specimen  with  virtually 
immaculate  surfaces.  The  fields  are  deeply  mirrored  and  the  motifs 
are  lustrous.  Kept  from  the  gem  classification  by  a  few  microscopic 
flecks  in  Miss  Liberty's  hair.  Overall  one  of  the  most  attractive 
nickels  in  the  present  offering.  Only  2,195  Proofs  were  minted 
bearing  this  date. 

1441  1894  Proof-64.  Faint  champagne  toning  on  the  reflective  fields  and 
frosty  devices.  Like  most  of  the  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection,  this  piece  has  a  splendid  appearance.  Only  2,632 
Proof  examples  were  coined  in  this  year. 

1442  1895  Proof-63.  Well  struck  with  brilliant  mirror  fields  and  lustrous 
motifs.  A  few  tiny  flecks  noted  under  magnification  prevent  us 
from  assigning  a  higher  grade.  A  mere  2,062  Proofs  were  minted 
with  this  date. 

1443  Impressive  offering  of  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickels  of  consecutive 
dates:  1896  Proof-60  to  63;  1897  Proof-60  to  63;  1898  Proof-60;  1899 
Proof-60;  1900  Proof-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Many  of  the  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  the  Norweb  Collection  which  we  grade  as 
Proof-60  to  63,  could  actually  be  graded  as  Proot-hS  with  tinv  carbon  spots  and  decks 


-  24  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


1444  Starter  collection  of  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickels  from  the  early  20th 
century:  1901  Proof-60;  1902  Proof-60;  1905  Proof-60;  1906  Proof-60 
to  63.  1907  Proof-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1445  1903  Proof-64.  Sharply  struck  and  deeply  mirrored  with  excel¬ 
lent  detail  definition.  The  virtually  immaculate  surfaces  have  at¬ 
tractive,  light  golden  toning.  Only  1,790  Proofs  were  coined;  one 
of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the  series. 

1446  1903  Proof-64.  A  second  lovely  example.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant 
with  a  touch  of  amber  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims.  A  tiny 
spot  is  present  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  wreath  on  the  reverse. 

1447  1904  Proof-64.  The  obverse  is  deeply  reflective  with  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  The  reverse  is  gently  splashed  with  amber.  One 
of  only  1,817  Proofs  coined. 

1448  1908  Proof-63.  The  mirrorlike  fields  and  lustrous  devices  have  a 
faint  suggestion  of  champagne  toning.  This  specimen  would  easily 
qualify  for  the  Proof-65  grade  if  not  for  some  trivial  carbon  flecks 
on  Miss  Liberty's  face  and  hair.  Only  1,620  Proof  examples  were 
coined  in  this  year. 

1449  1909  Proof-63.  Exceptionally  frosty  motifs  and  faint  amber  ton¬ 
ing  make  this  an  appealing  specimen.  A  tiny  spot  is  noted  at  the 
back  of  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  One  of  4,763  Proofs  were  minted  in 
this  year. 

1450  1909  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  with  splashes  of  exceedingly  faint  gold¬ 
en  and  amber  toning  on  brilliant  surfaces.  A  tiny  spot  is  noted 
near  the  10th  star  on  the  obverse  and  another  at  M  in  AMERICA 
on  the  reverse. 

1451  Selection  of  Uncirculated  20th-century  Liberty  Head  nickels:  1909 
MS-63  (1),  MS-60/63  (2);  1912  MS-60  (2).  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1452  1910  Proof-64.  The  highly  reflective  obverse  has  a  suggestion  of 
faint  champagne  toning.  The  reverse  is  golden  with  splashes  of 
amber. 

1453  1911  Proof-63.  Mirrorlike  fields  and  frosty  devices  are  garnished 
with  areas  of  amber  toning.  This  is  really  a  Proof-65  quality  coin, 
save  for  a  few  scattered  carbon  flecks. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Mint  by  Albert  F.  Holden. 

1454  1912-D  MS-60  to  63.  Warm  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights. 
Inspection  under  magnification  reveals  no  marks  worthy  of  note, 
and  thus  this  specimen  would  be  graded  MS-65  by  many  numis¬ 
matists.  We  have  assigned  a  lower  grade  because  a  few  spots  are 
present,  even  though  they  are  barely  distinguishable  on  the  toned 
surfaces.  Popular  as  the  only  Denver  Mint  issue  in  the  Liberty 
Head  nickel  series. 

1455  1912-S  MS-60  to  63.  A  key  issue  in  the  Liberty  Head  nickel  se¬ 
ries,  and  the  only  business  strike  with  a  total  mintage  of  less  than 
a  million  pieces;  in  fact  only  238,000  examples  were  minted.  The 
coloration  of  this  piece  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  coin  in  the 
previous  lot.  An  example  of  the  only  issue  of  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els  to  be  produced  by  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

Acquired  at  the  1952  ANA  Convention  on  August  16. 


Rare  Matte  Proof  1913  Type  I  5c 


1456  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  faint  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  Only  1,250 
Proofs  were  minted,  but  it  is  thought  that  many  of  these  pieces 
were  spent  by  collectors  who  did  not  appreciate  Proofs  with  the 
newly  adopted  matte  finish  surfaces.  Of  the  several  hundred  that 
survive  today  it  is  likely  that  only  a  small  proportion  are  as  choice 
as  this. 

1457  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Rich  golden  toning.  A  handsome 
example  of  this  one  year  type! 

1458  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Another  gem-quality  example.  Very 
similar  in  coloration  to  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot. 

1459  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Warm  gray  toning  with  splashes  of 
gold. 

1460  Selection  of  Uncirculated  1913  Type  I  Buffalo  nickels:  MS-64  (3); 
MS-63  (2);  MS-60  (2).  An  excellent  opportunity  for  the  collector 

•  with  a  limited  budget  to  acquire  a  group  of  pieces  bearing  the 
Norweb  pedigree.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1461  1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Mottled  toning  in  warm  hues  of 
gray  and  gold. 


1462  1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64.  Lovely  golden  toning  on  satiny 

surfaces.  With  a  mintage  of  less  than  2,000,000  pieces,  this  issue 
is  more  highly  prized  than  the  Denver  and  Philadelphia  Mint 
pieces  of  the  same  type. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  February  5,  1953. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1913  Type  II  5c 


1463  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-64.  Warm  mottled  gray  and 
golden  toning  on  sharply  struck,  satiny  surfaces.  Only  1,514  Type 
II  Proof  nickels  were  coined,  and  of  this  quantity  many  were  spent 
by  collectors  who  were  not  pleased  with  pieces  issued  in  the  new 
matte  format. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  September  1935. 

1464  Starter  collection  of  high-grade  Type  II  Buffalo  nickels:  1913  MS-63; 
1913-S  AU-55,  a  scarce  variety;  1914  MS-60/63;  1914-S  MS-60  to 
63;  1915- S  MS-60;  1916-S  AU-50;  1917  MS-60  to  63.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1465  1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63.  Gray  and  golden  toning  with  traces 
of  mint  brilliance.  Only  a  fraction  of  pieces  offered  are  as  choice 
as  the  presently  offered  example. 
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Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  5c 


1466  1914  Matte  Proof-64.  Deep  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights. 
A  lustrous,  sharply  struck  example.  One  of  only  1,275  Proofs 
coined. 

1467  1914  MS-64.  Gray  and  golden  toning. 


1468  1914-D  MS-65.  An  elusive  and  desirable  issue  in  all  grades  of  con¬ 

dition.  Gem  examples  are  only  infrequently  offered  and  especially 
important.  This  sharply  detailed  piece  has  toning  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot.  Some  trivial  carbon  flecks 
can  be  seen  under  magnification  on  the  Indian's  forehead. 

From  Numismatic  Gallery's  sale  of  the  Talton  Craig  Collection,  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1953,  Lot  226. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1915  Nickel 


1469  1915  Matte  Proof-65.  A  splendid  gem  example.  Fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  strongly  defined  design  details.  Inspection  under 
magnification  discloses  no  marks  or  other  imperfections  worthy 
of  note.  The  total  Proof  mintage  of  only  1,050  pieces  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  than  that  of  preceding  years.  One  of  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  Buffalo  nickels  in  the  Norweb  Collection. 


1470  1915  MS-65.  A  gem-quality  example.  Pearl  gray  toning  with  a  sug¬ 
gestion  of  gold  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  borders. 

1471  1915  MS-65.  A  second  splendid  example.  Warm  gray  toning  with 
splashes  of  gold  and  amber. 

1472  1915-D  MS-63.  Fiery  orange  toning  on  lustrous  gray  surfaces. 

From  A.J.  Fink  on  February  1,  1953. 


Gem  Proof  1916  5c 


1473  1916  Matte  Proof-65.  Fully  lustrous  and  well  struck  with  attrac¬ 

tive  light  champagne  toning  on  both  surfaces.  Only  600  Proofs 
were  issued  in  this  year;  the  lowest  Proof  coinage  in  the  Buffalo 
nickel  series. 


Another  Gem  Proof  1916  5c 


1474  1916  Matte  Proof-64.  Mottled  deep  gray  and  coppery  golden  ton¬ 

ing.  From  the  last  issue  of  Proof  nickels  to  be  produced  prior  to 
1936. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau,  September  1935. 


1475  1916  MS-65.  A  lustrous  specimen  with  coloration  very  much  like 
the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  A  few  flecks  are  noted  under 
magnification. 

1476  1916  MS-64.  A  second  lovely  example.  Golden  toning  is  splashed 
on  satiny  silver  surfaces. 

1477  1916-D  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  coppery  and  medium  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  A  rather  elusive  and  very  desirable  issue. 

1478  1916-D  MS-63.  An  appealing,  satiny  example  which  is  an  almost 
perfect  match  for  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot. 

1479  1917  MS-65.  Lovely  golden  toning  on  superb  lustrous  fields  and 
motifs.  A  surprisingly  scarce  issue  which  appears  much  less  fre¬ 
quently  at  auction  in  Uncirculated  grade  than  do  Philadelphia 
Mint  Buffalo  nickels  issued  in  preceding  years. 

1480  1917  MS-65.  Warm  gray  and  coppery  golden  coloration  on  satiny 
surfaces. 

1481  1917  MS-65.  Pearl  gray  toning  with  gold  on  the  rims  and  at  the 
high  points. 

1482  1917  MS-65.  Mottled  warm  gray  and  light  golden  coloration. 

1483  1917  MS-65.  Medium  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights. 

1484  1917  MS-65.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  coloration  very  similar 
to  that  on  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot. 

1485  Starter  collection  of  early  Buffalo  nickels  featuring  high-grade  ex¬ 
amples:  1917  MS-64;  1917-S  MS-60  to  63,  a  scarce  issue  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade;  1918  MS-63,  one  of  the  most  elusive  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues;  1918-S  EF-45;  1919  MS-60  to  63;  1919-S  AU-55;  1920 
MS-60.  Each  piece,  with  the  exception  of  the  1917  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue,  was  acquired  from  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 
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1486  1917-D  MS-64.  A  popular  and  elusive  issue.  Light  gray  toning  with 

golden  highlights  and  splashes  of  amber.  Typical  softness  is  evi¬ 
dent  on  the  Indian's  hair  and  on  details  of  the  buffalo,  especially 
the  front  leg  and  shoulder. 


Rare  1918/7-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


1487  1918/7-D  EF-40.  Blue  gray  toning  with  maroon  and  golden  high¬ 

lights.  The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  lustrous  for  the  grade,  and 
the  overdate  feature  is  strongly  defined.  A  true  20th-century  rar¬ 
ity.  Examples  in  EF  and  higher  grades  often  appear  no  more  than 
five  or  six  times  a  year  at  auction. 

From  the  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  sale  of  March  1953,  Lot  181. 


1488  1918-D  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning  on  warm  gray  surfaces.  Most 
of  the  details  of  the  buffalo's  head  and  shoulder  are  sharply  de¬ 
fined.  Ideal  for  an  advanced  cabinet  specializing  in  20th-century 
issues. 

In  the  decade  spanning  the  years  from  1917  through  1926  there  are  numerous  is¬ 
sues  produced  at  the  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mints  which  are  demonstrably  scarce 
and  even  rare  in  Mint  State.  Choice  examples  such  as  those  contained  in  the  Norweb 
Collection  are  doubly  important  in  this  regard.  The  present  offering  presents  Buffalo 
nickel  specialists  with  an  excellent  opportunity  to  expand  and  improve  their  holdings. 

1489  1919  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous  with  pearl  gray  toning  and  golden  high¬ 
lights.  Although  offered  with  a  fair  level  of  frequency  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade,  gem  examples  such  as  the  presently  offered  piece 
make  up  a  small  proportion  of  the  extant  population. 


1493  1920-S  MS-63  to  64.  Light  golden  amber  and  gray  coloration.  The 
surfaces  are  lustrous,  and  the  details  of  the  buffalo's  pelt  are  rather 
strongly  defined.  This  issue  is  offered  about  as  infrequently  at 
auction  in  Uncirculated  grade  as  the  highly  prized  1920-D. 

1494  1921  MS-65.  Surfaces  and  coloration  are  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot.  Well  struck  for  the  period. 

1495  Selection  of  Uncirculated  Buffalo  nickels  from  the  1920s:  1921 
MS-63/65  (1),  MS-63  (1);  1923  MS-64  (1),  MS-60  (1);  1923-S  MS-60; 
1924  MS-63  (1),  MS-60  (1).  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1496  1921-S  MS-60  to  63.  Rich  golden  and  warm  gray  toning.  Obverse 
and  reverse  details  are  a  bit  softly  defined  at  the  high  points.  This 
issue,  like  the  1924-S  and  the  1926-S,  is  among  the  most  coveted 
lower  denominational  issues  produced  in  the  20th  century. 

Acquired  from  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 

1497  1923  MS-65.  A  lustrous  gem  example.  Light  golden  toning  on  pearl 
gray  surfaces.  Most  design  details  are  sharply  defined. 


1498  1923-S  MS-63.  Areas  of  deep  coppery  toning  on  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  Typical  softness  of  detail  definition  is  noted  on  the  buffa¬ 
lo's  head  and  shoulder. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery's  ANA  Convention  sale  of  August  1953. 

1499  1924-D  MS-60  to  63.  Faint  gray  and  golden  toning.  The  high  points 
of  the  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  are  a  bit  softly  defined. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


1490  1919-D  MS-63  to  64.  Rich  mint  lustre  in  the  fields.  The  smooth 

surfaces  are  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  lovely  golden  colora¬ 
tion,  and  the  reverse  details  are  rather  sharply  defined.  One  of 
the  scarcest  and  most  desirable  of  all  Buffalo  nickels  issued  by 
the  Denver  Mint. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


1491  1919-S  MS-63.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning  on  satiny  fields.  Areas 
of  softness  are  noted  on  both  surfaces;  a  typical  characteristic  of 
this  issue.  The  1919-S  is  surprisingly  scarce  in  high  grades.  Pub¬ 
lished  auction  records  indicate  that  only  a  small  number  of  Un¬ 
circulated  examples  appear  at  auction  each  year. 

From  R.  Green  on  August  4,  1953. 

1492  1920-D  MS-63.  Traces  of  golden  toning  on  attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  The  Indian's  hair  and  buffalo's  head  are  rather  softly  struck; 
a  typical  feature  of  Denver  Mint  nickels  issued  during  this  peri¬ 
od.  Perhaps  the  most  coveted  Denver  Mint  nickel  after  the  famous 
1918/7-D. 


1500  1924-S  MS-60  to  63.  Perhaps  the  most  elusive  San  Francisco  Mint 
issue  in  Uncirculated  condition.  The  coloration  of  this  example 
matches  closely  that  of  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot.  The  details 
of  the  buffalo's  head  and  shoulder  are  rather  sharply  defined.  A 
prize  for  the  connoisseur. 

1501  High-grade  selection  of  Buffalo  nickels  from  the  1920s  and  1930s: 
1925  MS-64/65;  1926  MS-63;  1926-S  AU-50;  1927  MS-63  (1),  MS-60 
(2);  1927-D  MS-60  to  63;  1928  MS-63  (1),  MS-60  (1);  1928-D  MS-63; 
1928-S  AU-55  (2);  1929  MS-64  (1),  AU-55  (1);  1929-D  MS-63;  1929-S 
MS-63;  1930  AU-55;  1930-S  MS-60;  1938-D/S  MS-64.  (Total:  19 
pieces) 


1502  1925-D  MS-64  to  65.  Smooth  gray  surfaces  with  traces  of  coppery 

toning  and  golden  highlights.  Some  scattered  flecks  are  noted 
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under  magnification,  but  these  are  barely  discernible  to  the  na¬ 
ked  eye.  A  typical  strike  with  softness  at  the  high  points  of  the 
motifs. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Ross  Collection,  April  18,  1953,  Lot  739. 

1503  1925-S  MS-64.  Warm  gray  coloration  w'ith  scattered  areas  of  golden 
toning  on  the  motifs  and  at  the  rims.  From  a  very  late  die  state 
accounting  for  areas  of  roughness  in  the  fields  and  softness  of 
detail  definition.  The  mintmark  is  legible  despite  an  area  of  rough¬ 
ness  in  the  exergue  region  beneath  the  buffalo. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Guggenheimer  Collection,  January  1953,  Lot 
228. 

1504  1926-D  MS-63.  Light  gray  and  coppery  golden  toning.  The  strike 
is  far  above  average  with  most  of  the  details  of  the  buffalo's  head 
and  shoulder  sharply  defined.  A  tiny  carbon  spot  is  noted  in  front 
of  the  Indian's  chin. 

From  Neio  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  February  5,  1953. 


1505  1927-S  MS-63.  One  of  the  last  truly  elusive  dates  of  the  Buffalo 
nickel  series.  The  surfaces  are  satiny,  and  the  coloration  of  this 
piece  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery's  sale  of  the  Talton  Craige  Collection, 
February  10,  1953,  Lot  260. 

1506  1931-S  MS-64.  A  popular  low  mintage  issue.  Mottled  golden  am¬ 
ber  and  pearl  gray  toning.  A  sharply  struck  piece! 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  February  3,  1953. 

1507  The  Norweb  modern  nickel  collection.  Comprised  of  three  im¬ 
portant  parts:  Buffalo  nickel  issues  from  1934  through  1938,  Jef¬ 
ferson  nickels  from  1938  through  1982,  and  thirdly  a  Proof  1955 
presentation  Jefferson  nickel  given  to  Mrs.  Norweb  when  she 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Assay  Commission  in  that  year. 

1)  Buffalo  Nickels:  1934;  1934-D;  1935;  1935-D;  1935-S;  1936; 
1936-D;  1936-S;  1937-D;  1937-S;  1938-D.  The  average  grade  for  this 
group  is  MS-63  to  65. 

2)  Jefferson  Nickels:  1938  Proof;  1938-D;  1938-S;  1939  Proof; 
1939-D;  1939-S;  1940  Proof;  1940-D;  1940-S;  1941  Proof;  1941-D; 
1941-S;  1942  No  P.  Proof;  1942-D;  1942-P  Proof;  1942-S;  1943-P; 
1943-D;  1943-S;  1944-P;  1944-D;  1944-S;  1945-P;  1945-D;  1945-S; 
1946;  1946- D;  1946-S;  1947;  1947-D;  1947-S;  1948;  1948-D;  1948-S; 
1949;  1949-D;  1949-S;  1950  Proof;  1950-D;  1951  Proof;  1952  Proof; 
1952-D;  1952-S;  1953  Proof;  1953-S;  1954  Proof;  1954-D;  1954-S; 
1955  Proof;  1955-D;  1956  Proof;  1956-D;  1957  Proof;  1957-D;  1958 
Proof;  1958-D;  1959  Proof;  1959-D;  1960  Proof;  1960-D;  1961  Proof; 
1961-D;  1962  Proof;  1962-D;  1963  Proof;  1963-D;  1964  Proof; 
1964-D;  1965;  1966;  1967;  1968-D;  1968-S  Proof;  1969-D;  1969-S 
Proof;  1970-D;  1970-S  Proof;  1971-D;  1971-S  Proof;  1972;  1972-D; 
1972-S  Proof;  1973;  1973-D;  1973-S;  1975;  1975-D;  1975-S  Proof; 
1977;  1977-D;  1977-S  Proof;  1978;  1978-D;  1978-S  Proof;  1979; 
1979-D;  1979- S  Proof;  1980-P;  1980-D;  1981-P;  1981-D;  1981-S  Proof; 
1982-S  Proof.  The  average  grade  for  the  business  strikes  in  this 
group  is  MS-63  to  65.  The  Proofs  average  Proof-63  to  65. 

3)  1955  Proof-65.  A  fully  brilliant  gem.  Mrs.  Norweb  was  a  desig¬ 
nated  member  of  the  1955  Assay  Commission  which  met  Febru¬ 
ary  9,  1955.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  R.  Henry  Norweb 
served  on  the  Assay  Commission  in  1966.  (Total:  115  pieces) 


1508  1937  Proof-65.  A  brilliant  sharply  struck  piece  with  deeply  reflec¬ 

tive  fields.  The  surfaces  are  immaculate;  devoid  of  the  stains  and 


flecks  which  typically  plague  copper  and  nickel  Proofs.  A  speci¬ 
men  for  the  numismatist  who  deserves  the  finest  quality  available! 
From  the  Neio  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  February  10,  1953. 

1509  1937-D  3-Legged  Variety.  AU-58.  Iridescent  golden  toning.  An  at¬ 
tractive  example  with  all  diagnostic  features  of  the  variety  well 
defined. 

1510  Duplicate  Jefferson  nickels  from  the  Norweb  Collection:  1938; 
1939;  1940;  1941;  1942  No  P;  1942-P;  1950  (2);  1951;  1952  (2); 
1952-D;  1952-S;  1953  (3);  1954  (3);  1954-D  (3);  1954-S  (2);  1955  Proof 
(3);  1955  (5);  1955-D;  1956  Proof  (3);  1956  (2);  1956-D;  1957  (2); 
1957-D;  1958  (4);  1958-D  (3);  1959  Proof;  1959  (2);  1959-D;  1960 
Proof  (2);  1960;  1961  Proof;  1961;  1962  Proof  (2);  1962;  1963  Proof; 
1963  (2);  1963-D;  1964  Proof;  1964  (3);  1964-D  (2);  1965;  1966  (3); 
1967;  1968-S  Proof;  1968-S;  1969-D;  1869-S  (2);  1970-D;  1970-S 
Proof;  1970-S;  1971;  1971-S  Proof;  1978;  1978-D;  1979;  1979-D; 
1981-S  Proof;  1982-S  Proof.  The  business  strikes  in  this  lot  have 
an  average  grade  of  MS-63  to  65.  The  Proofs  grade  Proof-63  to  65. 
(Total:  92  pieces) 


19th-Century  Nickel  Pattern 

1511  1866  pattern  nickel.  Judd-461.  Nickel  alloy.  Proof-60  to  63.  Areas 

of  light  golden  toning  on  pearl  gray  surfaces.  The  portrait  of 
Washington  is  depicted  on  the  obverse,  surrounded  by  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA.  The  reverse  features  a  laurel  wreath  with 
the  denomination  and  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  Rarity-6  item 
according  to  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Judd-Kosoff  pattern 
reference. 


Quarter  Dollars 

The  quarter  dollars  in  the  Norweb  Collection  will  be  for¬ 
ever  remembered  as  one  of  the  finest  offerings  ever  made 
of  this  denomination.  Among  major  rarities,  highlights  in¬ 
clude  the  legendary  1827,  one  of  four  pieces  said  to  have  been 
obtained  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  year  of  issue  by 
young  J.J.  Mickley,  who  paid  face  value  for  them.  The 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows,  a  beautiful  Uncirculated  piece,  is 
one  of  just  three  specimens  known  to  exist.  Beyond  these 
landmarks  are  such  delicacies  as  a  beautiful  1796,  several 
magnificent  and  extremely  rare  early  Proofs  (including  the 
classic  1842  Small  Date),  Liberty  Seated  coins  in  high  degrees 
of  preservation,  an  illustrious  run  of  Proofs  from  the  1850s 
onward,  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  Uncirculated  and 
Proof  Barber  quarters  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  and 
outstanding  pieces  of  later  years. 

Among  19th-century  issues,  quarter  dollars  as  a  class  are 
considerably  scarcer  than  most  other  silver  denominations. 
Dimes  and  half  dollars  are  much  more  frequently  seen.  Even 
in  worn  grades,  not  that  this  comment  is  applicable  to  pieces 
offered  here,  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars  dated  prior  to 
1853  are  seldom  seen.  In  grades  such  as  MS-60  and  MS-63, 
many  of  these  pieces  can  be  termed  major  rarities,  although 
their  catalogue  listings  are  relatively  modest. 

Attributions  of  early  issues  are  to  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  by  A.W.  Browning,  1925. 
Additional  information  is  from  the  Variety  Identification  Man¬ 
ual  for  United  States  Quarter  Dollars  1796-1838,  by  Jules  Reiver, 
1987. 
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Superb  Prooflike  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


1512  1796  Browning-2a.  MS-60  to  63,  prooflike.  Exceedingly  sharply 

struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  including  the  eagle's  head  (only 
a  fraction  of  the  surviving  1796  quarters  have  this  feature  sharp¬ 
ly  struck),  the  eagle's  wing  feathers,  etc.,  with  the  denticles  be¬ 
ing  especially  prominent  and,  in  effect,  framing  the  obverse,  giving 
the  coin  a  cameolike  appearance.  The  piece  has  a  full  Proof  sur¬ 
face  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  without  exception,  including 
among  the  letters,  beneath  and  above  the  wings,  and  among  the 
star  points.  Under  magnification,  some  minor  planchet  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse.  Attractive 
medium  gray,  blue,  and  golden  iridescent  toning  characterizes 
the  specimen  and  highlights  its  beauty.  This  is  quite  possibly  a 
presentation  coin,  of  the  type  which  years  ago  used  to  be  called 
Proof,  struck,  as  Walter  Breen  suggests,  at  the  beginning  of  coin¬ 
age  of  the  denomination  on  April  9,  1796. 

In  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  Walter 
Breen  discusses  this  issue,  noting  that  he  knows  of  about  seven 
which  have  "presentation  piece  status."  Unlike  the  presently- 
offered  coin,  apparently  a  number  of  those  have  the  eagle's  head 
flatly  struck,  for  he  notes:  "The  weakness  at  eagle's  head  is  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  design  and  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  imperfect  strik¬ 


ing;  the  eagle's  head  was  opposite  Liberty's  shoulder,  the  highest 
relief  part  of  the  obverse  design,  and  only  on  coins  struck  more 
than  once  (I  have  seen  three  which  might  have  qualified  as  such) 
are  with  dies  aligned  at  a  different  angle,  with  eagle's  head  show 
up  plainly  (eye  as  well  as  beak  details).  Occasion  for  presenta¬ 
tion  pieces:  Beginning  of  coinage,  April  9,  1796." 

Here  is  offered  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  great 
American  classic.  Not  only  are  the  grade  and  aesthetic  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  exceptionally  high  degree,  but  the  sharpness  of  strik¬ 
ing  of  the  eagle's  head  must,  for  this  variety,  be  considered  ex¬ 
ceedingly  important,  for  only  a  few  known  examples  show  this 
characteristic.  The  Guide  Book  plate  coin,  for  example,  has  a  flatly- 
struck  head. 

The  desirability  of  the  1796  quarter  is  two-fold.  First,  it  is  a  low- 
mintage  example  which  on  its  own  right  is  a  scarcity  in  the  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  series.  Just  6,146  were  minted.  More  important  as  an 
aspect  of  today's  market  value,  the  1796  quarter  represents  the 
only  year  featuring  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  design  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse.  Thus,  acquiring  a  specimen 
is  absolutely  essential  for  the  completion  of  a  United  States  type 
set. 
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Artistic  1804  Quarter 


1513  1804  B-la.  AU-55.  A  very  beautiful,  indeed  artistic,  coin,  with  gor¬ 

geous  iridescent  blue  toning  predominating  most  of  the  surfaces, 
intermingled  with  light  gold.  The  rims  on  this  particular  piece 
are  quite  broad  and  serve  to  frame  the  coin.  Overall,  the  striking 
is  quite  good,  but  some  normal  lightness  on  two  of  the  stars  above 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse,  and  the  cloud  above,  is  noted,  but  in 
no  way  detracts  from  the  coin,  as  this  feature  is  standard. 

The  1804,  with  the  reported  mintage  of  6,738,  is  rare  in  all  grades. 
Only  a  few  high  quality  examples  exist,  of  which  this  is  one. 

Introduced  this  year  was  a  new  design.  The  obverse  features  the  Draped  Bust  style 
as  used  in  1796,  but  the  reverse  is  new  on  the  denomination  and  is  of  the  Heraldic 
Eagle  type.  The  Heraldic  Eagle  style  quarter  dollars  were  minted  continuously  from 
1804  through  1807.  It  is  believed  that  Robert  Scot  was  the  designer  of  this  issue  as  well 
as  the  1796. 


Duplicate  1804  Quarter 


1514  1804  B-l.  VF-30/EF-40.  A  duplicate  of  the  preceding.  Medium  gray 

surfaces  with  hints  of  a  very  pleasing  blue  around  certain  areas 
of  the  border.  A  very  nice  example  for  the  grade. 


Attractive  1805  B-3  Quarter 


1515  1805  B-3.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  example,  far  above  average  in 

striking  quality,  characterized  by  light  golden  surfaces  with 
whispers  of  magenta  and  blue.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  this 
has  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  surviving  examples  of  the  date. 

The  reverse  has  five  berries  in  the  branch.  The  variety  is  designated  as  Rarity-6  by 
Jules  Reiver. 


Beautiful  1805  B-4  Quarter 


1516  1805  B-4.  AU-55.  Another  attractive  early  quarter  dollar.  The  pres¬ 

ent  specimen  is  predominantly  gunmetal  blue  and  pale  gold  in 
color,  with  hints  of  magenta.  Only  when  old-time  collections  such 
as  the  Norweb  cabinet  come  on  the  market  is  such  quality  seen. 

The  reverse  has  four  berries  in  the  branch.  The  variety  is  Rarity-4  per  Jules  Reiver's 
monograph. 


1517  1806/5  Overdate.  B-l.  EF-45.  Primarily  with  gunmetal  blue  ton¬ 

ing  on  the  surfaces,  but  with  some  hints  of  light  gold.  The  over¬ 
date  feature  in  this  variety  is  exceedingly  sharply  defined. 

Obtained  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  at  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Dallas,  Texas  in  August  1953. 
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Mint  State  1806  Quarter  Dollar 


1518  1806  B-2b.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  Some  lightness  of  strik¬ 

ing  at  the  center,  as  normal  for  the  issue.  Some  light  mint-caused 
adjustment  marks  can  be  seen,  particularly  under  magnification. 
Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  border  contributes  to  the  beauty 
of  this  coin.  The  rich,  deep  frost  in  the  fields  is  quite  unusual 
for  a  quarter  dollar  of  this  type.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  known  to  exist. 

From  Richard  Picker,  date  unspecified,  but  probably  in  the  late  1950s. 


AU  1806  Quarter 


1519  1806  B-9.  AU-55.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning. 

From  A. FI.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  London,  September  24,  1955. 


Exceptional  1807  Quarter  Dollar 


1520  1807  B-la.  MS-60  to  63.  Superb  electric  blue,  gold,  and  magenta 

toning  delicately  blended  with  rich  iridescence.  While  the  strik¬ 
ing  of  this  piece  will  not  win  any  prizes,  neither  will  any  other 
1807  quarter  dollar  seen  by  the  writer,  for  this  issue  inevitably 
is  lightly  struck  at  the  borders.  However,  the  coin  offered  here 
is  above  average  in  this  regard,  and  among  1807  quarters  it  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  examined. 

This  is  the  so-called  Small  Date  and  Small  Stars  variety.  Four 
berries  are  seen  in  the  reverse  wreath. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  November  5,  1954. 


1521  1807  B-2.  VF-30/EF-40.  Delicate  gray,  blue,  and  golden  toning.  A 

very  nice  example  of  the  grade. 

Obtained  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  sale,  1908. 
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Superb  1815  Quarter 


1522  1815  B-l.  MS-63  to  64.  A  superb  specimen,  sharply  struck  and 

well  defined  in  all  areas,  illustrating  the  first  year  of  this  design 
type.  The  surfaces  are  richly  lustrous,  toned  a  delicate  light  golden- 
brown,  with  whispers  of  iridescent  blue  at  the  borders. 

The  issue  represents  the  first  appearance  of  the  Capped  Bust 
obverse  in  combination  with  a  reverse  depicting  an  eagle  perched 
on  an  olive  branch,  holding  arrows.  The  design  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  work  of  John  Reich.  First  produced  in  1815,  the  motif 
was  continued  through  1828,  after  which  the  diameter  and  cer¬ 
tain  details  were  modified. 

For  the  connoisseur  desiring  a  superb  specimen  of  this  date, 
the  present  offering  may  not  be  matched  for  many  years.  The  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  1815  being  the  first  year  of  the  design  type  adds  an¬ 
other  dimension  of  desirability. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  March  30,  1955. 


Mysterious  1815  Quarter  Dollar 


1523  1815  B-l.  With  letter  L  counterstamped  above  head.  AU-58.  A  sim¬ 

ply  gorgeous  piece,  with  a  delightful  mixture  of  magenta,  gold, 
and  electric  blue  toning.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck. 

The  "mysterious"  segment  of  the  title  pertains  to  the  counter¬ 
stamp,  the  L,  carefully  impressed  above  the  cap  of  Miss  Liberty. 


There  is  a  possibility  that  this  may  have  been  stamped  while  the 
coin  is  still  in  the  die,  for  there  is  no  bulge  or  distortion  on  the 
other  side  of  the  coin,  opposite  the  punch. 

The  weight  of  the  present  piece  is  104.1  grains,  as  opposed  to 
a  statutory  weight  of  104  grains.  In  other  words,  it  weighs  pre¬ 
cisely  what  it  should. 

Counterstamps  of  three  separate  letters  are  seen  with  some  fre¬ 
quency  among  quarter  dollars  of  the  period  from  1815  through 
the  early  1820s,  but,  to  our  knowledge,  not  of  earlier  or  later  is¬ 
sues.  Letters  seen  counterstamped  are  just  three:  L,  R,  and  E. 
Enough  such  counterstamps  were  applied  that  they  must  have 
had  an  official  function  at  one  time. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  counterstamps  may  refer  to  the 
weight  of  the  coin.  Under  this  theory,  "L"  means  "light"  in  weight; 
but  "R"  means  regular  or  regulation  weight;  and  "E"  means  ex¬ 
tra  or  excess  weight.  However,  the  present  coin  weighs  precisely 
as  it  should,  so  this  is  counter  to  such  a  theory. 

Although  numerous  quarter  dollars  counterstamped  L,  R,  and 
E  have  appeared  in  various  listings  over  the  years,  only  a  few  such 
coins  have  ever  been  weighed.  So,  until  a  large  population  is  sub¬ 
jected  to  weight  tests,  the  validity  of  the  "light,  regular,  and  ex¬ 
tra  theory"  cannot  be  determined.  However,  it  seems  likely  that 
this  does  not  furnish  the  explanation. 

Here  indeed  is  a  19th-century  American  numismatic  mystery, 
one  which  has  puzzled  numismatists  for  decades,  and  one  which, 
apparently,  is  not  at  all  close  to  solution. 


1524  1818/5  Overdate.  B-l.  EF-40.  Attractive  gray,  magenta,  and  blue 

toning  all  in  an  iridescent  mixture. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  October  26,  1908. 

The  piece  offered  here  is  an  intermediate  die  state  between  B-la  and  B-lb. 


Mint  State  1818  Quarter  Dollar 


1525  1818  B-2d.  MS-60.  Another  superb  early  quarter,  this  piece  fea¬ 

tures  light  gray  and  lilac  toning  at  the  center,  with  hints  of  light 
gold  and  blue  at  the  borders.  On  the  reverse,  somewhat  hidden 
in  the  eagle's  feathers  to  the  left  of  the  shield,  is  a  scrape  mark 
which,  while  not  immediately  visible,  is  a  negative  and  which 
will  reduce  the  overall  value  of  the  piece  somewhat. 

Obtained  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Lyman  H.  Low  on  September  5, 
1908. 
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1526  1818  B-6c.  AU-58.  Light  golden  and  lilac  toning.  A  scarce  die  va¬ 

riety,  rated  Rarity-5  by  Jules  Reiver. 

From  the  World's  Greatest  Collection,  Lot  575;  acquired  In/  the  Nor- 
iveb's  from  B.  Max  Mehl,  November  30,  1954. 

The  so-called  "World's  Greatest  Collection,"  the  property  of  F.C.C.  Boyd,  was  auc¬ 
tioned  in  1945  and  1946  by  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg). 
Bovd,  connoisseur  of  the  first  order,  had  assembled  a  beautiful  collection  of  United 
States  coins,  but  by  the  mid-1940s  his  interest  had  turned  to  more  esoteric  areas  of 
numismatics,  including  colonial  and  Early  American  coins,  and  American  tokens.  His 
collection  was  put  on  the  auction  block  and  created  a  sensation  at  the  time.  He  want¬ 
ed  to  remain  anonymous,  so  the  aforementioned  designation  was  used  by  the 
cataloguers. 


Among  Finest  Known  Condition 
Census  1818  B-lOb  Quarter 


1527  1818  B-lOb.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Considered  by  the  Norwebs  to  be 

the  finest  known  example  of  the  variety.  As  studies  of  quarter 
dollars  of  the  era  have  not  included  data  on  different  grades,  we 
designate  it  as  being  a  Condition  Census  piece,  which  should 
satisfy  the  most  particular  among  our  readers.  Whether  it  is  at 
the  very  top  of  the  Condition  Census  cannot  be  stated  with 
certainty. 

The  entire  area  of  rarity  ratings  as  pertaining  to  coins  in  certain  grades  needs  study, 
and  there  is  no  easy  way  to  do  this.  Auction  and  sale  listings  of  as  recently  as  two 
or  three  years  ago  posted  grades  which,  today  in  1988,  would  be  listed  differently.  Go¬ 
ing  back  further  in  time,  grading  was  extremely  casual  30  or  more  years  ago.  Time 
and  time  again  we  will  see  pieces  which  in  old-time  catalogues  were  designated  as 
"Uncirculated"  but  which  today  we  would  call  Extremely  Fine  or  AU.  Of  course,  the 
opposite  situation  occurs  as  well.  However,  as  a  general  observation,  early  coins  in 
Uncirculated  grades  are  quite  a  bit  rarer  than  auction  listings  make  them  out  to  be. 
We  surmise  that  of  a  given  10  auction  listings  from  more  than  30  years  ago,  with  such 
pieces  being  called  "Uncirculated"  back  then,  probably  only  two  or  three  would  be 
called  Uncirculated  by  today's  strict  interpretations.  We  are  not  referring  to  1818  quart¬ 
ers  in  particular,  or  even  the  quarter  dollar  denomination,  but  are  discussing  the  en¬ 
tire  spectrum  of  American  numismatics. 


1528  1819  B-2a.  Large  9  in  date.  AU-55.  Attractive  light  gray  and  gold¬ 

en  toning. 

Obtained  by  Albert  F.  Flolden  from  Lyman  H.  Low,  September  5,  1908. 


Prooflike  Gem  1819  Quarter 


1529  1819  B-3a.  MS-63  to  64,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen,  undoubt¬ 

edly  made  as  a  presentation  piece,  and  of  a  quality  which  some 
may  even  designate  as  a  full  Proof.  Proof  surface  characterizes 
both  obverse  and  reverse,  except  for  some  areas  of  frost,  such  areas 
including  beneath  the  chin,  a  small  area  behind  the  hair,  and, 
on  the  reverse,  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  eagle's  neck,  and  be¬ 
low  the  eagle's  left  (observer's  right)  wing.  Full  Proof  surface  can 
be  seen  in  most  other  areas,  including  among  star  points,  in  let¬ 
ter  spaces,  and,  importantly,  in  about  75%  of  the  shield  stripes. 

This  coin  was  acquired  from  Richard  Picker,  date  not  specified, 
probably  in  the  late  1950s,  at  which  time  it  was  billed  as  a  Proof. 
Richard  Picker  typically  carefully  researched  his  offerings,  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  he  checked  with  prominent  authori¬ 
ties  at  the  time  and  received  verification  of  his  opinion.  Initially 
we  were  going  to  list  it  as  a  Proof  in  the  present  catalogue,  for 
it  certainly  matches  a  number  of  other  Proofs  we  have  seen  of 
the  period,  but  Walter  Breen  specifically  states:  "No  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  of  1819  is  yet  known  in  Proof  state.  That  claimed  in  the  Allen- 
berger  Collection  (1948)  reappeared  in  the  Clarke  Collection  ...  it 
turned  out  to  be  an  early  striking  of  B-3." 

In  summary,  we  consider  the  coin  to  be  at  least  prooflike  Un¬ 
circulated,  and  some  may  consider  it  to  be  a  full  Proof. 

The  reverse  die  used  to  coin  this  variety  illustrates  an  interesting  error.  The  period 
after  the  C  in  the  denomination  was  first  placed  too  high,  then  punched  in  the  proper 
position,  with  the  result  that  it  now  appears  as  a  colon. 
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1530  1819  B-3b.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Medium  gray  and  gunmetal  blue  toning. 

From  the  Behee  sale  of  November  27,  1953,  Lot  493. 


One-Sided  Proof  1820  Quarter 


1531  1820  B-2.  Proof-64  obverse/MS-64  reverse.  A  one-sided  Proof.  A 

superb  coin  in  every  respect,  the  piece  is  sharply  struck  and  very 
beautiful.  The  obverse  is  toned  light  golden  in  the  center,  chang¬ 
ing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders,  while  the  reverse  is  a  mixture 
of  silver  and  light  gray. 

The  obverse  is  struck  from  a  polished  die  and  is  designated  as 
Proof,  while  the  reverse  has  a  frosty  finish  and  is  of  business  strike 
format. 

One-sided  Proofs  exist  for  a  number  of  issues  of  the  era.  The 
theory  behind  them  is  that  these  coins  were  made  to  lay  face  up 
in  a  cabinet,  and  it  did  not  make  any  difference  if  the  reverse  was 
not  of  the  Proof  format.  A  similar  one-sided  Proof  1820  Browning-2 
dollar  is  cited  by  Walter  Breen  and  has  an  illustrious  pedigree, 
as  it  apparently  is  the  Browning's  personal  coin  pictured  on  Plate 
4  of  his  book,  after  which  it  was  owned  by  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green, 
later  appearing  in  the  Anderson-Dupont  sale  (Stack's  1954). 

A  superb  coin  which  will  attract  spirited  bidding  attention. 


Pedigreed  Proof  1820  Quarter 


1532  1820  B-4.  Proof-65  obverse/MS-65  reverse.  One-sided  Proof.  A 

breathtakingly  beautiful,  superb,  elegant  coin.  The  obverse  and 
reverse  both  display  a  mixture  of  silver  and  gold  at  the  center, 
changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  This  issue,  a  one-sided 
Proof,  is  specifically  mentioned  by  Walter  Breen,  has  an  illustri¬ 
ous  pedigree,  given  below.  Another  prize  quarter  dollar— a  "rarest 
of  the  rare"  issue,  and,  in  this  finish,  believed  to  be  unique. 

From  the  Earle  Collection  to  Hillyer  C.  Ryder  to  Wayte  Raymond  to 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  (Sale  49):  Lot  1146  to  the  Norweb 
family. 

The  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  description  from  the  1957  sale  follows: 

"1820.  Small  0;  Large  5  as  in  1821.  B-4.  Rarity-2.  A  superb,  almost  flawless  prooflike 
'gem.'  Evenly  centered,  irregular  toning  around  the  borders,  an  excellent  impression 
from  dies,  which,  though  retaining  polish,  have  acquired  some  rust.  Not  a  strict  Proof, 
as  the  reverse  displays  some  mint  bloom;  not  a  restrike,  as  this  reverse  comes  worse 
rusted  on  coins  dated  1821,  including  some  Proofs.  Conceivably  this  could  be  a  'one¬ 
sided  Proof  like  some  of  the  cents  of  the  1820s  and  1830s  mentioned  by  Newcomb. 
Whatever  it  is,  this  lot  is  a  thing  of  beauty  and  the  best  of  the  variety  we  have  seen. 
From  the  1912  Earle  sale.  Lot  3052;  Hillyer  Ryder  Collection.'' 


1533  1820  B-4.  Small  0.  F-12  to  VF-20.  Lilac,  gray,  and  gunmetal  blue 

toning. 
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Specimen  1821  Quarter  Dollar 


1534  1821  B-3.  Proof-63  obverse;  MS-63  reverse.  A  one-sided  Proof. 

A  superb  piece,  validly  made  as  a  specimen  presentation  coin. 
Brilliant  at  the  centers,  the  coin  develops  beautiful  light  golden 
toning  at  the  borders,  finally  changing  to  hints  of  blue. 

Walter  Breen  lists  two  Proofs  from  this  die  combination. 


Superb  1821  Quarter  Dollar 


1535  1821  B-3.  MS-63  to  64.  A  superb  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with 

excellent  detail.  Deep,  frosty  surfaces  are  attractively  toned  light 
golden  with  hints  of  iridescent  blue  at  the  borders.  Certainly  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  the  issue. 
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Specimen  1822  Quarter 


1536  1822  B-l,  MS-64,  prooflike,  or  Proof-64.  This  piece,  with  nearly 

full  Proof  surfaces,  including  within  the  shield  stripes,  matches 
certain  of  those  designated  as  Proof  by  Walter  Breen. 

The  obverse  displays  mottled  light  golden  toning  at  the  center, 
changing  to  gunmetal  blue  at  the  border,  while  the  reverse  is  silver- 
gray  at  the  center,  changing  to  gunmetal  blue  at  the  borders.  A 
superb  coin  believed  to  have  been  purchased  from  Wayte  Ray¬ 
mond  years  ago. 


Proof  Blundered-Die  1822  Quarter 


1537  1822  B-2.  25C  over  50C.  The  value  of  Proof-60,  but  actually 

Proof-65,  but  with  a  dig  in  the  lower  left  obverse  field  opposite 
the  second  star,  and  with  scratches  on  the  reverse  near  the  left 
side  of  the  motto. 

Proof  impressions  of  this  die  are  very  curious,  as  the  reverse 
is  blundered— not  the  type  of  die  one  would  normally  associate 
with  striking  presentation  coins.  Walter  Breen  notes:  "It  is  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  this  naked-eye  blundered  die  would  have  been  used 
to  make  Proofs." 

During  the  die  preparation  process,  the  engraver  apparently 
thought  he  was  working  on  a  half  dollar,  and  punched  the  de¬ 
nomination  as  50C.  The  error  was  discovered  and  the  correct  25 
digits  were  overpunched.  However,  the  erroneous  earlier  digits 
can  be  readily  seen. 

Walter  Breen  recites  four  pieces  known  to  him  The  coin  offered  here  apparently 
is  a  fifth. 
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Classic  1823/2  Quarter 


1538  1823/2  B-l.  AU-50,  prooflike.  Light  lilac  toning  at  the  centers,  min¬ 

gled  with  traces  of  gold,  changing  to  nuances  of  light  blue  at  the 
rims. 

The  1823/2  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  American 
rarities.  However,  in  recent  decades  the  variety  has  been  over¬ 
looked.  First,  in  defense  of  our  statement  we  note  that  in  1883 
Harold  P.  Newlin,  a  well-known  numismatist  and  researcher  of 
his  day,  listed  what  he  considered  to  be  the  four  rarest  United 
States  coins:  1804  silver  dollar,  the  1827  quarter  dollar,  the  1823/2 
quarter  dollar,  and  the  1802  half  dime. 

In  the  years  since  then,  the  1823/2  quarter  has  come  in  for  a 
share  of  publicity  on  the  relatively  few  occasions  in  which  high- 
grade  specimens  have  been  offered  for  sale,  but  by  and  large  it 
has  been  ignored.  There  are  exceptions,  however.  In  1957,  in  New 


Netherlands  Coin  Company's  49th  catalogue,  an  example  de¬ 
scribed  as  "About  Very  Fine,"  and  "a  rather  weak,  flat  strike"  was 
featured  in  a  half-page  description,  plus  illustration,  and  the  com¬ 
ment  was  made: 

"In  attempting  to  determine  the  actual  rarity  of  this  date,  it  was 
necessary  to  examine  over  100  auction  catalogues.  We  have  been 
able  to  trace  just  about  12,  the  three  finest  of  which  we  under¬ 
stand  were  discovered  in  Berlin  by  the  late  B.G.  Johnson  over  35 
years  ago:  (1)  Weyl(?)-Guggenheimer,  'Proof.'  (2)  Weyl(?)-Levy,  AU; 
(3)  Weyl(?)-Eliasberg,  EF;  (4)  Anderson-Dupont,  EF,  dig  in  obverse 
field;  (5)  Granberg-Browning,  VF  or  so;  (6)  Atwater,  VF  or  so;  (7) 
Frossard-New  Netherlands  49th  sale,  VF  or  so;  (8)  Neil,  Fine;  (9) 
Atwater,  G-VG;  (10)  Clapp,  G-VG;  (11)  Dunham-Green,  Good; 
(12)  New  Netherlands-Gambert,  Good. 
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1539  1824  B-l.  AU-58.  Light  lilac  and  silver 

gray  fields.  Very  attractive  overall. 


1540  1825/3.  B-2.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen,  purchased  decades  ago  as 
"Uncirculated."  The  reverse  has  some 
prooflike  surface.  A  gorgeous  coin  from 
an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  the  piece  is  well 
struck  and  has  fields  which  are  a  delicate 
mixture  of  iridescent  magenta,  gold,  and 
blue. 

By  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Lyman  H.  Low, 
September  1908. 

1541  1825  B-l.  EF-40.  Lilac,  magenta, and  sea- 
green  toning.  Beautiful. 


Right:  Illustration  of  the  letter  ivhich  accompanies 
the  1827  quarter  in  Lot  1542. 
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Gem  Proof  1827  Original  Quarter 


Lot  1542 
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Gem  Proof  1827  Original  Quarter 

J.J.  Mickley's  Favorite 


1542  1827/3  B-l.  Original.  Curved  base  2  in  date.  Proof-64  or  finer.  A 

gem  specimen  of  this  classic  issue.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are 
delicately  toned  in  a  light  golden  color  over  deep  mirror  fields. 

The  reverse  die  is  distinguished  by  a  curved  base  on  the  2  in 
25.  In  contrast,  the  variety  known  as  the  "restrike,"  as  offered  in 
the  following  lot,  has  an  entirely  different  reverse  die:  Brown¬ 
ing's  reverse  No.  2  earlier  used  in  1819,  with  a  square  base  to  the  2. 

This  is  one  of  four  specimens  believed  to  have  been  acquired 
by  Joseph  J.  Mickley  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the 
year  of  issue,  1827.  Walter  Breen  conjectures  that  12  Proofs  may 
have  been  minted  originally.  Neither  the  number  of  extant  Proofs 
nor  their  pedigree  is  absolutely  certain.  In  his  monograph,  The 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  Walter  Breen 
lists  nine  pieces,  but  for  some  reason  omitted  the  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  coin,  which  also  was  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  Mick¬ 
ley  specimens,  and  which  was  sold  by  us  in  March  1980. 

The  nine  specimens  enumerated  by  Walter  Breen  are  as  follows: 

1.  Smithsonian  Institution;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  Adam 
Eckfeldt. 

2.  James  A.  Stack  Estate;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  Joseph 
J.  Mickley. 

3.  A  specimen  offered  in  the  1976  ANA  Convention  sale,  at¬ 
tributed  by  Walter  Breen  to  Mickley,  but  this  attribution  is  ques¬ 
tionable.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  this  coin  may  have  come  from 
Mickley  to  John  F.  McCoy,  then  to  Foster  Ely,  then  to  G.W.  Mas- 


samore,  then  to  Cleneay,  to  Mills,  to  Wetmore,  to  Waldo  New¬ 
comer,  to  B.  Max  Mehl,  to  A.J.  Allen,  George  H.  Hall,  Clinton 
Hester,  Jerome  Kern,  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  Wayte 
Raymond,  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  again,  "D.N.,"  and, 
finally,  Stack's  1976  ANA  sale.  He  mentions  it  specifically  as  the 
example  pictured  in  the  Cleneay,  Mills  and  later  catalogues  (but 
apparently  not  earlier).  Therefore,  it  could  be  that  this  specimen 
cited  by  him  has  an  origin  other  than  Mickley-McCoy-Ely. 

4.  Private  New  York  collection;  earliest  ownership  traced  to 
Joseph  J.  Mickley. 

5.  Norweb  Collection,  the  piece  offered  here.  Walter  Breen  states 
that  this  coin  came  from  Mickley  and  was  offered  in  the  sale  of 
his  collection,  possibly  indicating  that  it  was  the  favorite  of  the 
ones  he  retained.  It  then  went  to  J.P  Reichardt  (family  name  later 
changed  to  Reakirt)  to  Joseph  P.  Reakirt,  Lieutenant  Jay  P.  Reakirt, 
Columbus  (Georgia)  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  after  which  it  was  shown 
at  the  Detroit  ANA  Convention  in  1962.  Around  that  point  it  went 
into  the  Norweb  Collection.  "All  stars  show  centers,  which  is 
probably  why  Mickley  kept  this  one  when  he  sold  the  others." 

6.  Yale  University;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  H  O.  Granberg. 

7.  1977  ANA  sale;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  F.C.C.  Bovd. 

8.  Louis  Eliasberg  Collection;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  John 
H.  Clapp. 

9.  Reed  Hawn  sale  specimen;  earliest  ownership  traced  to  a  Mr. 
M.  Alvarez. 
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10.  The  Garrett  Collection,  earlier  from  the  McCoy  Collection, 
earlier  from  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  who  is  said  to  have  obtained  it 
directly  from  the  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue. 

According  to  Mint  records  4,000  quarter  dollars  were  struck  in 
the  year  1827.  If  this  is  the  case,  then  they  were  apparently  from 
dies  of  another  date,  perhaps  1825,  for  no  business  strike  1827 
quarter  has  ever  come  to  light,  nor  do  any  of  the  several  worn 
specimens  show  any  evidence  of  mint  frost  to  indicate  that  they 
may  have  been  issued  as  such.  It  is  believed  that  the  entire  mint¬ 
age  dated  1827  was  comprised  of  Proofs,  possibly  a  dozen  origi¬ 
nally,  of  which  some  survivors  today  are  impaired. 

For  well  over  a  century,  the  1827  original  quarter  dollar  has  been 
considered  to  be  a  landmark  in  American  coinage.  Many  com¬ 
parisons  have  been  made  between  the  1827  quarter  and  the  1804 
silver  dollar  (which,  despite  its  great  fame,  actually  appears  to 
exist  in  slightly  greater  numbers),  the  1802  half  dime  and  other 
rarities,  including  the  previously-offered  1823/2  quarter. 

A  description  of  the  dies  of  the  quarter  dollar,  on  occasion  of 
the  offering  of  another  specimen,  was  given  by  New  Netherlands 
Coin  Company  in  its  49th  sale  catalogue:  "1827  Browning-1. 
ORIGINAL,  with  curved  base  2  in  25C.  Borderline  R-8.  .  .min¬ 
ute  traces  of  rust  can  be  found  upon  both  dies,  as  on  all  originals 
known,  together  with  a  faint  reverse  die  crack  from  D  to  first  A 
in  AMERICA  along  motto  ribbon;  the  rust  marks  and  cracks  show 
more  heavily  than  upon  the  regular  business  strikes  of  1828  B-l, 
which  has  the  identical  reverse  die  of  the  1827  original."  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Netherlands  description  omitted  the  fact  that  the 
1827  is  an  overdate,  1827/3.  Indeed,  this  fact  is  overlooked  by  nearly 
all  modem  references,  including  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 
However,  years  ago  the  1827  original  was  indeed  described  as  an 
overdate,  and  in  fact  it  appears  as  such  in  T.  Harrison  Garrett's 
personal  records  as  well  as  such  references  as  Browning.  For  some 
reason,  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  Scott's  Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins,  and  other  later  references  omit 
it,  but  the  thread  was  picked  up  by  Jules  Reiver  in  his  1987  Varie¬ 
ty  Identification  Manual  for  United  States  Quarter  Dollars  1796-1838, 
which  mentions  the  overdate  feature.  Accompanying  this  lot, 
and  part  of  its  pedigree,  is  a  handwritten  letter  from  Edward  Co- 
gan,  pioneer  American  professional  numismatist,  addressed  to 
Joseph  Reakirt,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  27,  1867.  Without 
reference  to  originals  and  restrikes,  Cogan  lists  1827  quarter 


dollars  known  to  him,  apparently  in  conjunction  with  the  offer¬ 
ing  of  an  1823/2  quarter  which  he  was  trying  to  sell  Reakirt  at 
the  time.  The  letter  is  quoted  herewith: 

Box  5768  New  York 
27th  Dec.  1867 
Dear  Sir: 

I  imagine  you  might  like  to  know  all  you  can  about  the  1827  quarters  and 
[I]  give  you  all  that  1  have  ever  been  able  to  collect  about  them,  amounting 
to  ten  in  number— 

1.  In  the  Mint  Cabinet. 

1.  J.  Bolen— Philadelphia. 

1.  A.  Coffin— ditto. 

1.  R.  Davis— ditto. 

1.  G.  Seavey— Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

1.  W.S.  Appleton— Boston. 

1.  Foster  Ely— Elyria,  Ohio. 

1.  L.  White— Greenbush,  Albany,  N.Y. 

1.  Jos.  Zanoni— Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

1.  Jos.  Reakirt— ditto. 

The  1823  quarters  are  a  little  scarcer,  as  at  present  1  have  only  been  able 
to  trace  five,  &  what  is  rather  singular  is  that  they  have  not  got  one  in  the 
Mint  Cabinet.  I  am  trying  to  get  all  the  information  1  can  about  these.  I  pre¬ 
sume  you  intend  to  keep  the  one  I  sent  you— if  not  please  return  it  as  my 
friend  who  purchased  the  1802  half  dime  &  bid  upon  the  1827  lot  is  anxious 
to  have  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Edward  Cogan 

To: 

Jos.  Reakirt,  Esq. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

This  letter  accompanies  the  present  1827  quarter  and  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  memento  once  owned  by  Jos.  Reakirt,  a  prior  owner  of 
this  coin. 

This  offering  of  Joseph  J.  Mickley's  favorite  1827  Proof  quar¬ 
ter  dollar,  a  gem  Proof  original,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  American  numismatic  items  to  cross  the  auction  block 
in  recent  years. 

This  is  the  Breen  plate  coin,  used  to  illustrate  page  47  of  Walter 
Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins. 

The  pedigree  is  long  and  illustrious:  Joseph  J.  Mickley,  directly  from 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1827;  saved  by  Mickley  as  his  favorite  coin, 
apparently  because  it  was  the  best  struck  of  the  four  pieces,  and  later 
sold  in  the  auction  of  Mickley's  collection ;  J.P.  Reichardt  (family  name 
later  changed  to  Reakirt);  Joseph  P.  Reakirt;  It.  Jay  P.  Reakirt;  Colum¬ 
bus  Stamp  and  Coin  Company;  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nor- 
web. 
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Gem  Proof  1827  Original  Quarter 


Lot  1542 
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Gem  Proof  1827/3  Restrike  Quarter 


1543  1827/3  B-2.  Square  base  2  on  reverse.  Restrike.  Proof-65.  A  splen¬ 

did  specimen  with  lilac  toning  blended  with  electric  blue  and  gold. 
Sharply  struck. 

The  obverse  of  this  piece  was  struck  from  the  same  die  as  the 
original,  but  at  a  later  time,  with  rust  marks  now  visible  along 
the  lower  border,  particularly  near  the  date.  The  reverse  is  from 
a  die  never  used  originally  in  1827,  but  used  in  1819.  Extensive 
rust  in  the  die,  appearing  as  raised  "islands"  on  the  coin,  indi¬ 


cates  that  the  die  must  have  been  stored  in  damp  circumstances. 
Walter  Breen  specifically  traces  the  existence  of  eight  examples, 
discussing  them  on  pages  255-256  of  his  reference.  The  coin  of¬ 
fered  here  is  the  Breen  plate  coin. 

Here  is  one  of  the  finest  surviving  specimens  of  this  interest¬ 
ing  and  exceedingly  rare  1827  restrike  issue. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  Mai/  1935,  possibly  from  the  /.R.  Tread¬ 
way  Collection  sale. 
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1544  1828  B-lb.  AU-58  or  finer.  A  very  attractive  example,  save  for  a 

mark  in  the  obverse  field  opposite  the  chin.  The  obverse  is  primar¬ 
ily  electric  blue,  with  underlying  light  gold  and  whispers  of 
magenta.  The  reverse  is  lilac  and  gold  at  the  center,  changing  to 
electric  blue  at  the  borders.  A  simply  superb  coin  from  an  aes¬ 
thetic  viewpoint. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Lyman  H.  Low  in  September  1908. 


1545  1828  B-3.  25/50  C  on  reverse.  MS-60  to  63.  A  superb  specimen, 

well  struck,  and  very  lustrous,  of  this  famous  error.  The  obverse 
and  reverse  fields  are  deeply  frosty,  overlaid  with  delicate  light 
golden  toning,  changing  at  the  borders  to  electric  blue  in  areas. 
The  coin  is  superb  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  and  will  be  a  high¬ 
light  of  the  advanced  connoisseur  in  the  quarter  dollar  series. 

The  reverse  die  is  identical  to  that  used  to  coin  the  1822  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  same  error.  It  was  kept  on  hand  at  the  Mint  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  not  used  until  six  years  later! 


1828  Error  Reverse  Quarter 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1831  Quarter 


1546  1831  B-lc.  Small  Letters  on  reverse.  MS-64  to  65.  A  gem  speci¬ 

men,  sharply  struck,  and  superb  in  every  respect,  of  this,  the  first 
issue  in  the  small-diameter  Capped  Bust  quarter,  Without  Motto 
on  reverse.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  a  delicate  light  gold 
and  lilac  hue.  Here  is  a  rich  prize,  a  memorable  coin  which  will 
appeal  to  the  advanced  collector  of  quarter  dollars  as  well  as  the 
connoisseur  of  United  States  coins  by  design  types. 


1547  1831  B-3.  Small  Letters.  AU-55.  Light  lilac  and  golden  toning.  Very 

sharply  struck. 
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Gem  Proof  1831  Quarter 


1548  1831  B-5.  Proof-64  or  finer.  A  gem  specimen  with  deep  mirror 

fields  lightly  toned  to  gold  and  gunmetal  blue.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  which  certainly  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind. 

Interestingly,  under  magnification  it  is  revealed  that  the  first 
and  last  digits  of  the  date  are  punched  over  smaller,  erroneous 
Is— an  engraving  error. 


This  piece  is  doubly  desirable.  First,  as  an  early  Proof  it  is  among 
the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  in  American  Proof  coinage.  Secondly,  it 
illustrates  the  first  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  type  with  reduced 
diameter,  and  without  motto  on  the  reverse. 

Obtained  from  Richard  Picker,  date  not  recorded,  but  probably  the  late 
1950s. 
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1549  1831  B-6.  Large  Letters  on  reverse.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant  and 
lustrous. 

The  letters  on  the  reverse  of  this  issue,  while  "large"  in  comparison  to  the  Small 
Letters  variety,  are  in  an  absolute  sense  still  quite  small. 

1550  1832  B-l.  AU-55.  Light  gray  toning.  A  sharp  and  quite  attractive 
example  of  this  variety. 


1551  1833  B-l.  MS-60.  Sharp,  brilliant,  lustrous,  partially  prooflike. 


1552  1833  B-l.  EF-40.  Blue-gray  toning. 


1553  1834  B-lb.  No  period  after  C  on  reverse.  AU-58  or  finer.  A  gor¬ 

geous  specimen  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint,  for  it  combines  deli¬ 
cate  shades  of  light  gold,  magenta,  and  blue  toning,  with  the  re¬ 
verse  being  predominately  blue. 

Purchased  tn/  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  October  1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1834  Quarter 


1554  1834  B-2.  Period  after  C.  Proof-64  to  65.  A  gem  specimen  of  rare 

beauty.  The  obverse  and  reverse  toning  is  so  gorgeous  as  to  al¬ 
most  defy  description  by  the  printed  word.  Against  deep  mirror 
surfaces  is  delicate  light  golden  toning  at  the  centers,  gradually 


blending  to  electric  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  A  numismatic 
work  of  art! 

From  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  November 
5,  1954,  possibly  earlier  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Estate. 
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1555  1834  B-4b.  Period  after  C.  AU-55.  Delicate  heather  toning.  A  splen¬ 

did  coin. 


1559  1836  B-3c.  AU-50.  Medium  gray  toning.  Exceedingly  sharply 

struck. 


1556  1835  B-l.  Period  after  C.  AU-58.  A  splendid  piece,  with  light  gray 

toning  overlaid  with  nuances  of  blue  and  gold. 

In  today’s  enlightened  era  of  coin  analysis  and  study,  buyers  are  increasingly  realiz¬ 
ing  that  so-called  '  technical  grade"  is  only  one  element  comprising  a  coin's  value.  Other 
elements  include  sharpness  of  strike,  planchet  quality,  centering,  toning  or  lustre,  and 
overall  aesthetic  appeal  It  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  an  AU-58  piece  such  as  this — 
one  with  superb  aesthetic  appeal— is  probably  worth  as  much  as  another  coin  grading 
MS-60  or  MS-63,  but  with  unattractive  surfaces  and  a  poor  aesthetic  aspect. 


Lustrous  1835  Quarter 


1557  1835  B-7a.  No  period  after  C.  MS-60/63.  A  deeply  struck  and  very 

beautiful  coin,  and  with  deep,  frosty  lustre.  Brilliant  at  the  centers, 
changing  to  delicate  gunmetal  blue  at  the  extreme  borders.  A  mark 
is  noted  in  the  obverse  field  before  the  chin.  Here  is  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  example,  we  daresay  one  of  the  nicest  1835  quarters  to 
come  on  the  market  in  our  era. 


Superb  Proof  1836  Quarter 


1558 


1836  B-2a-b.  Proof-63.  A  splendid  specimen,  virtually  if  not  com¬ 
pletely  gem  quality,  and  of  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  The  ob¬ 
verse  is  brilliant  at  the  centers,  changing  to  gold  and  then  blue 
at  the  borders,  while  the  reverse  is  a  delicate  mixture  of  brilliance, 
light  gray,  and  blue. 

This  is  from  an  intermediate  state  of  the  dies,  with  the  eagle 
lacking  a  tongue,  thus  the  designation  B-2a-b.  Apparently  around 
four  specimens  exist,  possibly  a  fifth,  one  of  which  Walter  Breen 
describes  as  "badly  cleaned."  Wayte  Raymond,  who  studied  ear¬ 
ly  coins  carefully,  knew  of  three  Proofs  of  the  variety. 

f  mm  John  /.  Ford,  jr.,  Neu >  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  August  76, 
7954. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1837  Quarter 


1560  1837  B-5.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  exquisite  beauty.  The  ob¬ 

verse  and  reverse  are  toned  light  gold  at  the  center,  changing  to 
delicate  blue  at  the  borders.  This  variety  is  Rarity-7  and  was  not 
listed  by  Browning.  A  prize  coin  both  for  the  quarter  specialist 
and  for  the  connoisseur  who  appreciates  high  quality. 

From  Stack's,  March  18,  1955. 
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Nearly  Unique  1838  Gem  Proof  25c 


1561  1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  Proof-65.  A  superb  gem,  of  nearly  full 

brilliance.  A  very  early  striking  from  the  die,  showing  under  mag¬ 
nification  a  series  of  microscopic  die-finish  lines,  raised  on  the  coin. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful. 

Walter  Breen  gives  the  knowledge  of  just  one  coin,  stating  that 
it  was  sold  in  New  Netherlands  53rd  sale,  later  going  to  Eugene 
Gardner.  As  the  present  coin  was  acquired  by  John  Ford  of  the 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  May  1,  1954,  prior  to  the  sale 


just  noted,  it  constitutes  a  second  example.  Either  this  or  the 
Straus  coin,  or  possibly  another,  is  that  offered  over  a  century 
ago  in  the  McCoy  and  Lilliendahl  collections. 

The  importance  of  this  coin  in  terms  of  rarity  and  quality  can¬ 
not  be  overstated.  It  may  well  be  the  case  that  whether  you  pos¬ 
sess  a  Proof  1838  Capped  Bust  quarter  in  your  lifetime  will  de¬ 
pend  solely  upon  whether  you  are  successful  in  competition  for 
the  present  lot. 
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Beautiful  1838  Business  Strike  Quarter 


1562  1838  B-lb.  Capped  Bust.  MS-63.  Beautiful  light  heather  toning 

over  deep,  rich  lustre.  A  simply  gorgeous  coin. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  ].W.  Scott  &  Co.,  October  26,  1908. 


Memorable  1838  Liberty  Seated  Quarter 


1563  1838  Liberty  Seated.  MS-60  to  63.  Brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with 
delicate  light  golden  toning  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  most¬ 
ly  brilliant,  save  for  a  tiny  area  of  gunmetal  blue  at  the  right,  and 
a  few  wisps  of  gold.  A  very  attractive  example  of  the  first  year 
of  Gobrecht's  Liberty  Seated  design.  Worth  a  premium,  which, 
undoubtedly,  it  will  achieve  at  the  sale. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl,  November  1954;  the  Brock  Collection. 

The  Liberty  Seated  motif  was  devised  by  Mint  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht  in  1835, 
after  a  sketch  by  Thomas  Sully.  In  coin  form,  the  first  Liberty  Seated  piece  was  the 
Pattern  silver  dollar  of  1836,  with  the  name  of  the  engraver  between  the  base  and  date. 
Gradually,  the  Liberty  Seated  motif  was  extended  to  various  silver  denominations,  be¬ 
ginning  with  dollars  made  for  circulation  in  1836,  followed  by  half  dimes  and  dimes 
with  a  starless  obverse  in  1837,  the  quarter  dollar,  as  here  offered,  in  1838,  and  the 
half  dollar  in  1839.  To  be  technical,  the  20-cent  piece,  introduced  decades  later  in  1875, 
should  also  be  mentioned. 

Although  466,000  quarters  were  reported  to  have  been  minted  this  date.  Uncirculat¬ 
ed  coins  are  extremely  rare.  Apparently  there  was  no  "first-year-of-issue"  syndrome 
present,  and  when  the  pieces  were  released  they  were  not  considered  a  novelty.  Simi¬ 
larly,  it  is  apparent  that  the  public  did  not  save  the  first  issues  of  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  or  silver  dollars  either. 

1564  1839  AU-58  or  better.  A  splendid  specimen,  partially  prooflike, 
with  electric  blue  and  light  golden  surfaces.  A  superb  example 
of  this  early  issue. 

1565  1839  AU-50.  Another  very  pleasing  piece,  not  quite  the  grade  as 
the  preceding,  but  still  very  desirable. 


Gem  1840  Quarter  Dollar 


1566  1840  MS-64  to  65.  Sharply  struck  and  with  a  wire  rim  around  part 

of  the  border.  Deeply  frosty  surfaces,  overlaid  with  mottled  light 
gold,  lilac,  and  magenta.  A  simply  superb  piece  of  breathtaking 
quality.  While  no  one  person  can  see  or  know  all  things,  we  prob¬ 
ably  aren't  going  out  very  far  on  a  limb  if  we  are  to  say  that  if 
this  piece  is  not  indeed  the  very  finest  known  business  strike  of 
the  1840  date,  then  it  certainly  is  among  the  finest.  The  quality 
and  beauty  are  impossible  to  exaggerate,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
when  this  coin  comes  up  for  bidding,  any  previous  auction  records 
for  a  Mint  State  1840  Liberty  Seated  quarter  will  be  left  far  behind. 


1567  1840-0  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  AU-55.  Mottled  golden  and  irides¬ 

cent  blue  toning. 

The  Without  Drapery  quarters  of  1838,  1839,  and  1840-0  are  distinctly  different  from 
the  With  Drapery  quarters  of  1840  onward. 

Not  only  is  there  the  difference  of  with  drapery  or  without,  but  the  earlier  issues 
also  have  the  border  denticles  integrated  into  the  rim  and  of  smaller  size  than  the  later 
issues.  The  smaller  size  of  the  denticles  on  the  Without  Drapery  style  permitted  a  greater 
distance  between  the  stars  and  the  border,  giving  a  larger  field. 


1568  1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-50  to  55.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

From  Stack's  Wolfson  Collection  sale,  May  1963. 

This  piece  was  struck  from  a  severely  rusted  reverse  die,  and  extensive  rusting  can 
be  seen  in  the  field  above  the  eagle,  at  the  border  above  ES  OF,  on  the  right  side  of 
the  coin  beneath  the  letters,  at  the  lower  right,  and  other  places.  Whether  this  coin 
was  struck  a  year  or  two  after  the  date  indicated,  thus  accounting  for  the  rust,  or  whether 
the  die  was  subjected  to  extremely  damp  conditions  during  the  year  1840,  may  never 
be  known.  In  any  event,  the  situation  is  quite  curious  and  admits  of  no  clear-cut  answer 


1569  1840-0  With  Drapery.  AU-55.  Light  golden  and  gunmetal  blue 

toning. 

The  reverse  dies  used  on  various  With  Draperv  issues  are  different  from  those  of 
the  Without  Drapery  style,  especially  in  the  denticulation,  which  on  the  With  Drap¬ 
ery  style  is  more  pronounced. 

The  present  coin  was  struck  from  a  die  exhibiting  extensive,  but  microscopic  breaks 
through  the  bottom  of  TED  STATES  and  part  of  Al<  DOL. 
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1570  1841  AU-58.  Light  golden  toning  over  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces. 
Quite  scarce  in  this  high  grade. 

1571  1841-0  VF-20. 


Classic  1842  Small  Date  Quarter 


tir  ft*  l/i 

/J 

1572  1842  Small  Date.  Proof-63  to  64.  A  few  contact  marks,  visible  un¬ 

der  magnification,  keep  this  from  a  higher  grade,  but  on  casual 
examination  it  appears  to  be  Proof-65  or  even  finer.  The  surfaces 
are  brilliant,  overlaid  with  a  whisper  of  lilac  toning.  From  an  aes¬ 
thetic  viewpoint,  this  certainly  has  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest 
known  examples. 

In  1842  a  small  number  of  Proofs,  probably  no  more  than  15 
to  20,  were  produced  for  collectors,  presentation  to  foreign  dig¬ 
nitaries,  use  by  government  officials,  and  so  on.  The  Proof  ob¬ 
verse  die  was  prepared  by  using  very  small  date  punches,  thus 
creating  the  "Small  Date."  By  contrast,  dies  used  to  produce  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  had  the  date  in  larger  numerals. 

It  is  believed  that  about  a  half  dozen  specimens  exist.  Four 
positively  known  specimens  are  as  follows: 

1.  American  Numismatic  Society,  earlier  in  the  Brock  Collec¬ 
tion,  earlier  owned  by  J.P.  Morgan. 

2.  Specimen  discovered  in  a  Connecticut  estate  by  Oscar  Schilke, 
sold  as  part  of  an  1842  Proof  set  to  Arthur  Kagin,  a  quarter  from 
which  was  sold  to  Q.  David  Bowers,  later  appearing  in  the  Cen¬ 
tury  sale,  1965.  Walter  Breen  mentions  that  this  may  also  have 
been  in  a  Vermont  private  collection,  earlier  owned  by  Jerome 
Kern,  and  still  earlier  possibly  by  FTP.  Smith,  but  this  is  not 
correct— this  pedigree  must  apply  to  another  piece. 


3.  James  A.  Stack  estate. 

4.  Smithsonian  Institution,  earlier  in  the  Mint  Collection. 

Of  the  four  specimens  listed,  one  is  permanently  impounded 

in  the  American  Numismatic  Society  Collection  and  another  is 
permanently  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  leaving  just  two  posi¬ 
tively  confirmed  specimens  in  private  hands. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Century  specimen  was  also  the  Miles 
(1969)  specimen  and  the  piece  appearing  in  the  Robison  sale  in 
1982.  In  addition  to  the  pedigrees  above  cited,  P.  Scott  Rubin, 
a  dedicated  numismatic  researcher,  has  come  up  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  auction  appearances  of  the  variety:  1906  H.P  Smith  sale,  1915 
U.S.  Coin  Company  sale  of  May  19,  Mehl's  1950  Golden  Jubilee 
sale.  Could  this  piece  be  the  James  A.  Stack  coin?  After  1975,  when 
the  James  A.  Stack  coin  was  sold,  the  following  other  appear¬ 
ances  are  noted:  1978  ANA  sale,  1986  Auction  '86  sale,  August 
1987  Mid-American  sale. 

Even  allowing  for  specimens  not  accounted  for  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  list,  it  is  apparent  that  the  population  is  confirmed  at  four 
pieces  and  possibly  might  be  five  or  six.  Thus,  the  variety  stands 
as  one  of  the  great  American  silver  rarities,  rarer  than  the 
previously-offered  1827  original  quarter,  rarer  than  the  1804  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  and  rarer  than  many  other  classics. 
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1573  1842  Large  Date.  Golden  and  blue  toning. 


1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 


1574  1842-0  Small  Date.  AU-50.  Lilac  and  rose  toning  at  the  center 

changes  to  blue  at  the  border,  with  some  tinges  of  gold  addition¬ 
ally  on  the  reverse.  Here  is  a  splendid  example  of  a  major  rarity 
among  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  a  piece  which  is  seldom  seen  in 
any  preservation  and  which,  indeed,  is  unpriced  in  grades  above 
EF-40  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  A  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist. 


1575  1842-0  Large  Date.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Pleasing  light  golden  and 

iridescent  toning.  Delicate  blue  borders. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl,  November  18,  1955. 


1576  1843  AU-58.  Steel-gray  and  blue  toning. 


1577  1843-0  MS-63  or  finer.  Deep,  frosty  fields  with  delicate  lilac  and 
gold  toning.  All  one  could  ask  for  in  a  coin  of  this  grade— and 
more— as  it  possesses  beautiful  aesthetic  appeal. 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  of  our  staff  has  checked  records  dating 
over  a  period  of  many  years,  and  considers  this  issue  to  be  Rarity-7 
in  Mint  State.  Further  consider  the  fact  that  this  coin  is  just  not 
any  Mint  State  classification,  but  is  a  higher  echelon  MS-63  or 
finer  piece.  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  does  not  price 
the  coin  in  grades  above  EF-40. 

When  this  coin  comes  up  for  bidding  we  expect  a  great  deal 
of  enthusiasm,  both  from  mail  and  floor  bidders.  Here  is  a  coin 
for  the  ages,  a  landmark  quarter  dollar. 


Landmark  1843-0  Quarter 


1578  1844  AU-58.  Heather  and  light  gray  toning. 

1579  1844-0  AU-55.  Mottled  golden  and  gunmetal  blue  toning  with 
areas  of  brilliance. 


1580  1845  MS-60  or  finer.  A  particularly  sharp  strike,  with  superb  defi¬ 

nition  of  detail.  Light  lilac  toning. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  not  recorded. 
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Gem  Proof  1846  Quarter 


1581  1846  Proof-64  or  finer.  A  superb  gem.  Brilliant  fields  are  overlaid 

with  a  whisper  of  lilac  toning.  A  very  memorable  specimen  which 
is  Rarity-7  in  Proof  state.  Beyond  that,  this  coin  certainly  is  among 
the  "rarest  of  rare"  of  Proofs  from  the  standpoint  of  its  outstand¬ 
ing  preservation. 

The  reverse  Proof  die  is  distinctive  and  was  also  used  to  coin  Proofs  of  the  follow¬ 


ing  year  (see  next  lot).  Each  of  the  vertical  shield  stripes  extends  into  the  horizontal 
bars  above,  with  the  two  shield  stripes  at  the  center  extending  upward  for  the  greatest 
distance.  In  addition,  most  of  the  shield  stripes  extend  downward  beyond  the  curved 
shield  outline  at  the  bottom,  with  the  right-hand  bar  in  the  fourth  stripe  (measuring 
from  the  left)  extending  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  the  arrow  feather.  The  lowest 
horizontal  bar  to  the  shield  extends  through  the  shield  border  to  the  left  and  into  the 
eagle's  feathers. 
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Gem  Proof  1847  Quarter 


1582  1847  Proof-65.  A  gem  Proof  with  toning  similar  to  the  preceding. 

An  absolutely  outstanding  coin  which  will  be  long  remembered 
by  specialists  in  the  series. 


From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  not  recorded. 

The  reverse  was  coined  from  the  same  die  used  to  create  the  preceding  lot  See  loot 
note  under  Lot  1 SH 1 
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1583  1847-0  AU-58/MS-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  with  rich,  frosty  fields. 

Some  friction  at  the  higher  points  of  Miss  Liberty  suggests  a  con¬ 
servative  grade  of  AU-58  for  the  obverse,  but  if  the  fields  were 
graded  alone,  the  obverse  could  be  graded  MS-63,  as  indeed  we 
grade  the  reverse.  Beautiful  light  golden  toning  characterizes  the 
coin.  In  Uncirculated  grade,  the  variety  is  Rarity- 7,  according  to 
research  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III.  Needless  to  say,  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  will  create  much  attention  among  Liberty  Seated  specialists. 


1584  1848  double  punched  date.  AU-55.  Gray  and  light  blue  toning. 

Under  magnification,  the  entire  date  1848  has  been  repunched. 
The  original  date  was  oriented  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  present 
■final  figures. 
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1585  1849  Proof-65/64.  A  gem  specimen  with  light  champagne  colored 

toning  on  the  obverse  and  a  mixture  of  champagne  and  heather 
on  the  reverse.  A  simply  breathtaking  coin  of  great  rarity.  Walter 


Breen  knew  of  just  three  specimens  in  existence. 

The  reverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin  the  Proof  1840  and  1847  quarters  of 
fered  earlier. 


Gem  Proof  1849  Quarter 
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Key  1849-0  Quarter 


1586  1849-0  AU-50/55.  Brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  delicate  golden 

toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  One  of  the  nicest  1849-0  quarters 
in  existence,  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  A  simply  superb  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  the  great  classic  rarities  among  early  Liberty  Seat¬ 
ed  issues. 

The  mintage  figure  for  1849-0  was  not  recorded,  but  it  must  have  been  very  small, 
probably  in  the  order  of  just  a  few  thousand  pieces. 


1587  1850  AU-58.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  delicate  toning. 


1588  1850-0  AU-58.  Just  a  whisper  away  from  MS-60  status.  Mottled 
light  gray  toning. 

From  the  1953  ANA  sale,  earlier  from  Raymond,  Morgenthau,  and  Lee. 

1589  1851  AU-58.  Gunmetal  blue  toning. 

1590  1851-0  VG-8. 


1592  1852-0  AU-55.  The  fields  are  light  golden  at  the  center,  changing 
to  iridescent  colors  at  the  border,  including  blue  and  magenta. 
A  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  when  the  coin  is  held  at  a  certain 
angle  to  the  light.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  lovely  New 
Orleans  issue. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  November  18,  1955. 

1593  1853  Without  Arrows.  VF-30.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning. 

Years  ago  this  variety  was  commonly  referred  to  as  "1853/2,"  an  overdate,  but  now 
the  nomenclature  has  been  changed  to  what  the  Guide  Book  calls  a  "recut"  date. 

Incidentally,  the  term  "repunched"  is  technically  better  than  "recut,"  or  the  some¬ 
times  encountered  "re-engraved."  However,  in  Mint  correspondence  such  terms  as  "re¬ 
cutting"  and  "re-engraving"  occur,  so  the  use  is  certainly  proper.  The  Guide  Book  uses 
the  term  "recut"  when  describing  the  date  of  the  issue  offered  here. 


1594  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64,  prooflike.  Quite  possibly  a  presen¬ 

tation  coin,  or  possibly  even  a  Proof  (purchased  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  as  a  Proof  decades  ago).  However,  the  die  characteris¬ 
tics  of  this  piece  do  not  meet  Breen's  criteria. 

While  we  do  not  attribute  this  piece  as  a  Proof,  others  in  the 
past  have  done  so,  so  the  prospective  buyer  may  wish  to  formu¬ 
late  his  or  her  own  opinion. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  not  recorded. 


Presentation  Prooflike  1853 
Arrows  and  Rays  25c 
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1852  MS-60.  Mottled  light  golden  and  gray  toning. 
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Gem  1853  Quarter 


1595  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64.  Sharp,  frosty,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 

trous.  A-gem  example  of  this  popular  "type"  coin,  with  the  re¬ 
verse  displaying  rays,  as  used  only  in  the  1853  year. 


1596  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58/MS-60.  Prooflike  surfaces.  A  very 

nice  specimen  of  this  somewhat  scarce  issue;  a  variety  with  a  mint¬ 
age  of  less  than  one-tenth  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery's  sale  of  the  Talton  Craig  Collection, 
February  1963,  Lot  690. 


Superb  Proof  1855  Quarter  Dollar 


1599  1855  Proof-63  to  64.  Kept  from  a  slightly  higher  classification  by 

the  tiniest  of  tiny  marks  to  the  left  of  the  leftmost  berry  and  the 
branch  on  the  reverse — something  scarcely  noticeable.  Brilliant 
surfaces  change  to  a  light  golden  hue  at  the  borders,  and,  final¬ 
ly,  light  blue  on  the  rims. 

Walter  Breen  lists  six  specimens  known  to  him  and  estimates 
that  fewer  than  20  survive  totally. 

The  With  Arrows  feature  of  the  1855  quarter  gives  this  Proof 
a  special  cachet,  inasmuch  as  a  type  set  collector  desiring  a  Proof 
to  illustrate  the  With  Arrows  obverse,  and  plain  (Without  Rays) 
reverse  has  just  two  dates  to  choose  from:  1854  and  1855.  These 
pieces  are  so  rare  that  typically  a  span  of  years  elapses  between 
auction  offerings. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Thomas  L.  Smith  Collection,  June  1957. 


1597  1854  MS-60.  Magenta  and  blue  toning,  combined  in  mottled 

iridescence. 


1598 


1854-0  MS-60  to  63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  mottled  light  golden 
toning. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl’s  sale  of  November  1954,  Lot  707. 
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Gem  Business  Strike  1855  Quarter 


1600  1855  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-65.  Beautiful  light  heather,  golden,  and 

blue  toning.  Sharply  struck.  A  superb  specimen  which  is  unsur¬ 
passed  by  any  other  business  strike  we  have  ever  seen.  A  premi¬ 
um  coin  for  the  connoisseur,  as  are  so  many  of  the  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection  delicacies. 


Superb  1855-S  Quarter 


1602  1855-S  MS-63  to  64.  A  superb  specimen,  in  nearly  full  brilliance, 

delicately  toned  with  light  gold  and  iridescent  blue.  First  year  of 
quarter  dollar  issue  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  a  piece 
which  is  rare  in  all  grades.  Another  highly  important  coin  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist. 


1603  1855-S  EF-40.  A  duplicate  of  the  variety.  Blue  and  gold  toning. 

1855-0  Mint  State  Rarity 


1601  1855-0  MS-60.  Light  heather  and  lilac  toning.  A  simply  superb 

coin.  In  Mint  State,  it  is  believed  that  fewer  than  20  1855-0  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  exist.  Here  is  still  another  prize. 
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Gem  Proof  1856  Quarter 


1604  1856  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  virtually  indescribable  beau¬ 

ty.  Brilliant  surfaces  are  overlaid  by  delicate  blue  toning  on  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  Only  about  two  dozen  specimens  are  believed 
to  exist  of  the  Proofs  minted  at  this  date,  and  of  those  few  if  any 
could  exceed  the  present  coin  in  quality. 

The  reverse  die  displays  a  bulge  at  the  eagle's  left  wing  (to  observer's  right).  This 
identical  die  was  used  to  coin  Proof  1857  quarters  as  well. 


Gem  Proof  1857  Quarter 


1607  1857  Proof-65.  Beautiful  gunmetal  blue  and  magenta  toning.  A 

superb  example.  Walter  Breen  estimated  that  fewer  than  15  ex¬ 
amples  survive.  Of  these,  few  could  equal  the  quality  of  the  one 
offered  here. 

The  reverse  is  struck  from  the  same  die  used  to  produce  1856  Proof  quarter  dollars; 
refer  to  Lot  1604. 


1605  1856-0  AU-58.  Still  another  superb  piece,  this  coin  has  beautiful 

light  lilac  toning.  Although  it  is  not  Mint  State,  from  an  aesthetic 
viewpoint  it  will  match  the  typical  MS-60  to  MS-63  coin,  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  marketplace.  In  higher  grades  the  1856-0  is  rare.  Still 
another  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 


1606  1856-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  suggestion  of  light  lilac 

toning.  Scarce  in  this  high  grade. 
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Condition  Census  1857-0  Quarter 


1608  1857-0  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  light  golden 

toning  at  the  borders.  One  of  the  very  finest  known  examples 
of  this  issue,  a  major  rarity  in  this  grade.  Probably  no  more  than 
three  or  four  equivalent  examples  exist  in  all  of  numismatics,  even 
this  estimate  may  be  on  the  high  side.  A  fantastic  "sleeper"  in 
terms  of  posted  catalogue  values.  Here  is  another  "once  in  a  de¬ 
cade"  coin  for  the  specialist.  Bid  on  this  one  now,  or  be  content, 
possibly  forever,  with  a  lesser  grade  coin. 


Gem  Proof  1858  Quarter 


1611  1858  Proof-65.  A  superb  gem  coin,  with  brilliant  surfaces  over¬ 

laid  with  gold  and  lilac.  Under  magnification  some  scattered  lint 
marks  can  be  seen  in  the  right  obverse  field,  a  characteristic  of 
1858  Proof  quarters  (refer  to  the  Breen  text  in  this  regard).  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  coin  offered  here  is  among  the  top  dozen  or  two  sur¬ 
vivors  in  terms  of  condition.  Walter  Breen  cites  six  examples  he 
knows  of,  and  mentions  there  are  others,  from  a  total  mintage 
which  may  have  been  around  80  coins,  although  we  have  seen 
higher  as  well  as  lower  estimates. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  not  recorded. 

The  reverse  die,  different  from  that  used  in  1857  and  also  from  that  used  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  1859,  has  a  minute  die  break,  visible  under  magnification,  extending  from 
the  second  arrowhead  through  the  base  of  the  third  arrowhead  into  the  field,  terminat¬ 
ing  above  the  O  of  DOL. 


1612  1858-0  AU-50.  Bright  gunmetal  blue  toning. 

1613  1858-S  VF-30. 


1609  1857-S  EF-40/AU-50.  Light  gray  toning  with  mottled  blue  and  gold 

in  areas.  A  very  scarce  and  desirable  San  Francisco  Mint  issue 
which  is  seldom  seen  in  grades  above  Fine. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Quarter 


1610  1857-S  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  several  areas  of  mottled  brown. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  January  1953,  Lot  1047. 


1614  1859  Proof-64.  Actually  from  the  standpoint  of  marks  it  could  easily 

be  called  Proof-65,  but  there  is  a  tiny  planchet  flake  in  the  field 
in  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  chin,  so  we  have  downgraded  it  a 
notch— perhaps  unfairly  (to  the  coin).  Golden  and  iridescent  blue 
toning. 

The  Guide  Book  states  a  mintage  of  800  pieces  which,  if  correct,  probably  has  noth¬ 
ing  at  all  to  do  with  the  actual  distribution  of  the  coins,  for  that  figure  would  be  more 
in  the  range  of  200  pieces,  in  our  opinion 
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1615  1859-0  AU-58/MS-60.  Golden  toning  with  hints  of  magenta.  Very 

scarce  in  this  high  grade.  According  to  research  conducted  by  An¬ 
drew  YV.  Pollock  III  of  our  staff,  this  coin  may  well  be  among  the 
top  two  or  three  dozen  finest  known. 


1616  1859-S  EF-45.  Pleasing  blue  and  golden  toning.  Scarce  in  all  grades. 

From  Stack's  on  March  18,  1955. 


exceedingly  rare.  A  very  interesting  coin  for  the  specialist,  and 
one  which  we  recommend  examining  in  person  at  the  sale,  if  only 
for  educational  purposes. 

At  the  time,  planchets  were  weighed  by  hand,  and  those  found  to  be  slightly  over¬ 
weight  were  reduced  by  drawing  a  file  across  the  surface.  Normally  the  file  marks  were 
obliterated  by  the  movement  of  metal  during  the  striking  process,  but  in  this  instance 
that  did  not  happen. 


Condition  Census  1861-S  Quarter 


1621  1861-S  AU-55.  Creamy  golden  toning  punctuated  by  some  mot¬ 

tled  darker  toning  in  a  few  areas.  Higher  grade  1861-S  quarters 
are  very  scarce,  and  it  is  the  feeling  of  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  of 
our  staff,  who  has  studied  the  series  carefully,  that  the  piece  here 

is  among  the  top  half  dozen  finest  known. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Quarter 


1617  1860  Proof-65.  Light  golden  and  gray  toning. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  sale,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1862  Quarter 


1622  1862  Proof-64/65.  Delicate  golden,  blue,  and  magenta  toning.  One 

of  the  finest  survivors  from  just  550  Proofs  reported  to  have  been 
struck  during  this  Civil  War  year. 


1618  1860-0  AU-58.  Gray,  golden,  and  blue  toning. 

This  is  the  last  New  Orleans  Mint  quarter  dollar  of  the  design  type  (without  motto 
on  the  reverse). 

1619  1860-S  F-12.  Lightly  polished  years  ago,  and  now  retoned  a  light 
golden  color,  with  mottled  darker  toning  around  the  rims.  Rare 
in  any  and  all  grades. 


Numismatically  Curious  1861  Proof  25c 


1623 


1862-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  suggestion  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  This  piece  is  among  the  top  two  dozen  finest  known  exam¬ 
ples  of  this  low-mintage  variety. 


1620  1861  Proof-64/63.  Light  gray  toning. 

Under  magnification— and  it  does  take  quite  a  bit  of  study  to 
notice  this— there  are  a  number  of  planchet  adjustment  marks, 
emanating  in  a  fan-shaped  array  from  the  border  near  ED  STA 
at  the  left,  widening  to  include  most  of  the  eagle,  but  particular¬ 
ly  noticeable  at  the  end  of  the  branch  and  near  the  arrows,  and 
in  the  field  below.  At  casual  glance,  these  appear  to  be  toning 
streaks.  Probably  not  one  out  of  10  observers  would  notice  the 
situation.  However,  under  magnification,  the  adjustment  marks 
are  readily  apparent.  Such  adjustment  marks  on  Proofs  are 
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Gem  Proof  1863  Quarter 


1624  1863  Proof-65.  A  beautiful  gem  coin  with  gorgeous  light  lilac  ton¬ 

ing.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  known  from  460  coins 
reported  to  have  been  struck— the  lowest  reported  Proof  mintage 
of  any  Liberty  Seated  quarter  after  1858. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 

Here  is  food  for  thought  for  numismatic  students,  ourselves  included.  The  last  dig¬ 
it  of  the  date,  1863,  on  this  quarter  dollar,  and  also  on  quarter  eagles  of  this  date  (and 
possibly  other  denominations— we  have  not  yet  checked),  is  somewhat  irregularly  made, 
with  the  top  curve  of  the  number,  the  ball  at  the  upper  left,  and  the  space  in  the  top 
half  being  somewhat  irregular.  What  is  the  explanation? 


1628  1865-S  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  Brilliant 

surfaces  with  a  tinge  of  light  golden  toning. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abe  Kosoffand  Abner  Kreisberg),  1954. 


Superb  Proof  1866  Quarter 


Gem  Proof  1864  Quarter 


1625  1864  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  lilac  toning.  Another  sim¬ 

ply  gorgeous  coin,  and  another  rarity.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the 
finest  survivors  from  the  low  recorded  Proof  mintage  of  just  470 
coins. 


1629  1866  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  specimen,  brilliant,  with  delicate 

light  lilac  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  mottled  lilac  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  fry  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 

Interesting  note:  the  last  digit  of  the  date  of  the  1866  is  measurably  larger  than  any 
of  the  preceding  three  digits,  with  the  third  6  in  the  date  being  smaller  than  the  last 
digit,  also  a  6.  The  explanation  probably  is  that  the  first  three  digits,  186,  were  pre¬ 
pared  in  a  single  logotype  punch,  and  stamped  on  an  unfinished  die,  leaving  the  final 
position  blank  to  be  filled  in  later.  In  1866,  when  the  final  digit  was  added,  an  error 
was  made,  and  a  6  punch  slightly  too  large  in  size  was  employed,  thus  creating  the 
difference  noted. 


1626  1864-S  VF-30.  Medium  gray  toning.  A  very  scarce  variety  in  any 

grade. 


Superb  Proof  1865  Quarter 


1627  1865  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  specimen  with  light  heather  ton¬ 

ing  on  the  obverse  and  delicate  blue-gray  toning  on  the  reverse. 
Important  as  the  last  year  without  motto  above  the  eagle.  Only 
500  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  very  few  can  survive  today  in 
a  grade  approximating  this. 
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Memorable  1866-S  Quarter 


1630  1866-S  With  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of 

light  toning. 

In  Uncirculated  grade,  MS-60  upward,  the  variety  is  extremely 
rare  and  is  believed  to  be  in  the  Rarity-7  category.  In  the  higher 
ranges  of  Mint  State,  such  as  the  MS-64  offered  here,  the  coin 
is  incredibly  rare.  It  may  well  be  the  case  that  this  is  either  the 
finest  known  or  one  of  the  top  two  or  three. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March  1956,  Lot  1775 

As  is  the  case  with  the  preceding  coin,  the  1866-S  also  has  the  last  digit  incorrectly 
sized,  as  illustrated  above.  Probably  the  dies  for  Proof  coins  and  branch  mint  issues 
were  prepared  at  the  same  time  (at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  where  all  dies  are  made, 
irrespective  of  the  final  mint  using  them). 


Gorgeous  Proof  1867  Quarter 


1631  1867  Proof-64.  A  gorgeous  specimen  with  light  lilac  toning.  Cer¬ 

tainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  known. 

Purchased  In/  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 


1632  1867-S  MS-63.  A  very  attractive  specimen  with  mottled  magenta 

and  gunmetal  blue  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  In  Mint  State,  the  1867-S  is  a  Rarity-7  issue,  in  MS-63  it 
is  even  scarcer,  probably  high  Rarity-7.  Here  is  another  major  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  specialist,  for  it 
may  be  a  long  time  before  a  comparable  specimen  is  seen  in  the 
market. 


Condition  Census  1867-S  Quarter 


Gem  Proof  1868  Quarter 


1633  1868  Proof-65.  A  beautiful  gem  coin,  with  brilliant  surfaces  over¬ 

laid  with  delicate  heather  toning.  Here  is  one  of  the  finest  sur¬ 
viving  pieces  from  just  600  Proofs  originally  minted. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 
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Memorable  1868-S  Quarter 


1634  1868-S  MS-63  to  64.  The  toning  on  this  piece  is  virtually  identi¬ 

cal  to  that  of  the  1867- S,  Lot  1632,  offered  earlier.  In  this  grade, 
the  1868-S  is  high  Rarity-6  or  low  Rarity-7,  as  only  about  a  dozen 
or  so  pieces  are  known  to  exist.  Here  is  still  another  opportunity 
for  the  connoisseur  of  the  series. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  November  18,  1955,  the  same  source  and  time 
as  the  earlier  offered  1867-S,  and  probably  kept  with  it  for  a  period  of 
many  years. 


Attractive  Proof  1869  Quarter 


1635  1869  Proof-63/64.  A  very  attractive  specimen  with  lilac  and  deli¬ 
cate  blue  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces. 

Acquired  by  Albert  F.  Holden  on  December  6,  1909,  source  not  recorded. 

1636  1869-S  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A 
delicate  golden  toning  streak  bisects  the  reverse. 


Beautiful  1870  Proof  Quarter 


1637  1870  Proof-64.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  light  gray  toning. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  majority  of  Proofs  offered  here,  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  survivors  from  the  relatively  small  number  original¬ 
ly  minted.  The  importance  of  acquiring  coins  from  an  old-time 
holding  such  as  the  Norweb  Collection  cannot  be  overempha¬ 
sized,  for  these  pieces  have  been  kept  intact  for  the  best  part  of 
a  century  and  have  not  been  subjected  to  any  adverse  effects. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 


Famous  1870-CC  Quarter 


1638  1870-CC  EF-40.  Beautifully  toned  gray  and  golden  surfaces.  A  well- 

struck  piece,  without  any  impairments,  just  light  wear. 

The  1870-CC  is  famous  for  its  rarity.  Of  the  8,430  pieces  report¬ 
ed  to  have  been  minted,  only  a  few  dozen  survive  today,  of  which 
the  present  coin  is  certainly  among  the  finer  pieces  to  cross  the 
auction  block  in  recent  years.  Indeed,  in  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  this  issue  is  unpriced  in  grades  higher  than  this.  A 
major  find  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist. 
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Attractive  Proof  1871  Quarter 


1639  1871  Proof-63  to  64.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  deli¬ 

cate  blue  and  gold. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 
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Possibly  Finest  Known  1871-CC  Rarity 


1640  1871-CC  MS-64  to  65.  Sharply  struck,  with  satinlike  fields,  bril¬ 

liant,  overlaid  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A  breathtakingly  beau¬ 
tiful,  superb  specimen.  The  only  other  Uncirculated  piece  with 
which  we  are  familiar  is  the  Pezzo-Stack-Hawn  coin,  which  we 
have  not  seen,  so  we  cannot  compare  it  to  the  present  specimen. 
We  do  know,  however,  that  the  presently-offered  coin  is  of  near¬ 
ly  flawless  quality  and  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  match. 

The  1871-CC  quarter  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series.  Even  worn  specimens  are  very  difficult  to  find.  In 


grades  above  Extremely  Fine  there  is  no  price  indication  in  A  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Here  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
coins  in  the  present  offering,  a  legendary  piece  which  will  be  for¬ 
ever  remembered  by  specialists  in  the  series. 

The  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  and  both  varieties  of  1873-CC  offered  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  sale  were  all  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die,  as  evidenced  by  microscopic  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  details,  including  placement  of  the  mintmark.  No  Carson  City  coins  were 
minted  in  1874.  The  next  piece,  1875-CC,  is  from  a  different  reverse  die  and  has  the 
mintmark  in  a  entirely  different  position  with  relation  to  the  bottom  arrow  feather. 
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Remarkable  1871-S  Quarter 


1641  1871-S  MS-64.  A  remarkably  beautiful  piece  which  stands  among 

the  finest  known,  probably  Condition  Census— that  is,  among 
the  finest  half  dozen  known.  Brilliant  surfaces  are  highlighted  by 
delicate  golden  toning.  The  piece  is  sharply  struck  and  presents 
a  cameo-like  appearance. 


Gem  Proof  1872  Quarter 


1642  1872  Proof-65.  A  spectacular  gem  coin.  The  obverse  is  toned  a  deli¬ 

cate  lilac  color,  while  the  reverse  is  an  equally  delicate  electric  blue. 
"Pretty  as  a  picture." 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  shows  a  tiny  die  break  or  flaw  extending  through  the  left 
of  the  shield,  beginning  a  short  distance  below  the  horizontal  stripes.  This  may  be 
what  Walter  Breen  designates  as  "die  cut  from  left  border  of  shield."  An  inquiry  on 
this  subject  was  forwarded  by  B.A.,  who  purchased  an  1876  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
in  our  sale  of  the  Princeton-Ingle  Collection  in  September  1986,  and  who  noticed  this 
mark  occurring,  stating  that  he  also  observed  it  on  pieces  dated  1872  and  1880. 

Walter  Breen  mentions  what  must  be  the  same  die  characteristic  for  1872,  as  noted, 
but  omits  mention  of  it  for  1873.  However,  in  his  description  of  Proof  quarters  of  1874, 
he  describes  the  1874  as  having  the  "reverse  of  1872-1873."  For  the  year  1875  he  men¬ 
tions  that  there  are  two  reverse  hubs,  one  having  TATE  close  together  and  the  other 
having  these  letters  well  apart,  but  does  not  elaborate.  Different  characteristics  are  used 
to  describe  the  reverse  of  1876,  while  still  different  characteristics  are  given  for  1877. 

An  examination  of  the  Proof  quarters  in  the  Norweb  Collection  to  this  point  shows 
that  those  dated  prior  to  1872  do  not  have  the  die  mark  or  break  characterizing  the 
1872  See  later  footnotes  under  Proof  quarters  for  additional  comments. 


Condition  Census  1872-CC  Quarter 


1643  1872-CC  AU-55  or  finer.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Light 

golden  and  heather  toning  characterizes  the  surface. 

Although  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  lists  the  value 
of  an  MS-60  coin  for  $4,500,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  of  our  staff 
has  been  unable  to  locate  or  verify  the  existence  of  any  such  grade 
sold  in  recent  decades.  It  could  well  be  that  the  piece  offered  here 
is  the  finest  known  example,  but  to  be  conservative  we  will  sim¬ 
ply  state  that  it  is  a  Condition  Census  coin— among  the  top  half 
dozen.  In  any  event,  here  is  another  remarkable  piece. 
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Gem  1872-S  Quarter 


1644  1872-S  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  brilliant  surfaces  over¬ 

laid  by  delicate  lilac  toning.  This  coin  is  unsurpassed  by  any  oth¬ 
er  example  we  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of.  Here  indeed  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity.  So  far  as  we  know,  only  two  or  three  other  Uncirculated 
coins  exist,  and  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  any  exceed  the  present 
coin  in  quality,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the  others  may  fall 


short.  Here,  again,  is  a  memorable  Liberty  Seated  quarter,  a  piece 
which,  when  sold,  could  probably  not  be  duplicated  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  for  double  the  price. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  "Empire"  Collection,  November  1957,  Lot 
1112. 
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1645  1872-S  value  of  F-15,  but  actually  VF-20,  cleaned,  and  now  with 

some  mottled  brown  toning  in  areas  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Scarce 
in  any  grade. 


Gem  Proof  1873  No  Arrows  Quarter 


1646  1873  Without  Arrows.  Proof-65.  A  superb  gem  specimen,  virtual 

perfection,  with  brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  light  iridescent  magenta  and  blue  toning  imaginable.  Here  is 
a  coin  which  is  worth  much,  much  more  than  a  "typical"  Proof-65 
quarter  of  this  date  in  the  same  technical  grade.  If  you  want  the 
finest,  this  is  it. 

The  reverse  die  exhibits  the  line  from  the  left  side  of  the  shield,  as  described  earlier 
under  our  offering  of  an  1872  Proof. 
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Famous  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  Quarter 

One  of  Three  Known  to  Exist 


Lot  1647 
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Famous  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  Quarter 

One  of  Three  Known  to  Exist 


1647  1873-CC  Without  Arrows.  MS-63  to  64.  Sharply  struck  and  well 

defined  in  all  areas.  Deep  mint  frost  is  overlaid  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse  by  mottled  light  lilac  toning. 

Just  three  examples  of  the  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  quarter 
are  believed  to  exist.  A  detailed  article  on  the  1873-CC  Without 
Arrows  quarter  and  dime  appeared  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review,  is¬ 
sue  No.  66,  pages  90  and  91.  The  author,  P.  Scott  Rubin,  detailed 
the  pedigrees  of  the  three  known  examples: 

1.  Uncirculated 

A.  U.S.  Mint 

B.  A.L.  Snowden 

C.  J.W.  Haseltine 

D.  J.K.  Nagy 

E.  W.H.  Woodin 

F.  H.O.  Granberg 

G.  1919  B.  Max  Mehl's  54th  sale.  Lot  358 

H.  F.C.C.  Boyd 

I.  1945  World's  Greatest  Collection  sale,  Lot  378  (real¬ 
ized  725) 

J.  Louis  Eliasberg 

K.  Louis  Eliasberg  family 

2.  Uncirculated 

A.  John  Swan  Randall 

B.  1878  Cogan's  5/6  sale,  Lot  795  (realized  35  cents) 

C.  Browning  Collection 

D.  James  A.  Stack 


E.  1975  James  A.  Stack  Collection  sale,  Lot  136  (realized 
$80,000) 

F.  William  Grayson  (B  &  B  Coins) 

G.  1979  NASCA's  London  sale,  the  coin  had  a  reserve 
bid  that  was  not  met  and  did  not  sell 

H.  1980  Metropolitan  New  York  sale.  Lot  519  (was  said  t( 
have  realized  $205,000) 

I.  Bob  Riethe  and  Greg  Holloway 

3.  Uncirculated 

A.  H.M.  Budd 

B.  Numismatic  Gallery 

C.  Imperial  Coins,  1954 

D.  Norweb  Collection 

4.  (Unverified— may  or  may  not  exist)  Very  Fine. 

The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  most  important  American  numis¬ 
matic  items  to  cross  the  auction  block  in  our  time.  From  the  stand¬ 
point  of  rarity,  endless  comparisons  could  be  made,  but  the 
bottom  line  is  that  it  is  rarer  than  just  about  any  other  classic  coin 
one  could  name,  including  such  landmarks  as  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel,  1894-S  dime,  1876-CC  twenty-cent  piece,  1827  quart¬ 
er  dollar,  1842  Small  Date  quarter  dollar,  1838-0  half  dollar,  1804 
silver  dollar,  1870-S  silver  dollar,  etc.  Once  sold,  it  is  entirely  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  present  coin  will  be  off  the  market  for  many  years. 
It  has  reposed  in  the  Norweb  Cabinet  for  nearly  a  quarter  century. 

For  benefit  of  those  who  may  have  overlooked  P.  Scott  Rubin's 
article  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  66,  it  is  reprinted  herewith: 
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Recently  Coin  World  carried  a  front-page  story  about  the  Norweb 
Collection  and  the  fact  that  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
is  the  company  which  will  soon  be  offering  this  collection  for  sale. 
The  story  went  on  to  describe  in  words  and  pictures  some  of  the 
fabulous  rarities  included  in  the  collection.  The  one  item  that  caught 
my  attention,  if  I  can  be  allowed  to  lie  and  say  only  one  item  did, 
was  the  fact  that  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  was  included  in  the 
Norweb  holdings.  I  have  always  found  this  particular  coin  interest¬ 
ing  and  was  very  much  surprised  that  such  a  rare  coin  could  be  in 
such  a  famous  collection  without  word  of  its  existence  leaking. 

So,  with  the  discovery  that  the  Norweb  Collection  contains  a  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter,  an  examination  of  just  how 
many  of  these  coins  exist  and  their  known  background  seems  ap¬ 
propriate. 

The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  is  one  of  the  rarest  coins  in  the 
United  States  coinage  series.  Just  how  rare  this  coin  is  has  never  been 
completely  identified.  The  main  reason  seems  to  stem  from  the  fact 
that  early  collectors  and  writers  of  the  quarter  series  have  never  given 
the  general  collecting  public  all  the  known  information. 

The  first  appearance  of  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  seems  to 
have  been  ignored  by  most  numismatic  writers  for  over  100  years. 
Edward  Cogan  in  his  sale  of  the  John  Swan  Randall  Collection  (large 
cent  collectors  know  the  Randall  Hoard  gets  its  name  from  this  col¬ 
lector)  catalogued  under  the  quarter  heading,  as  Lot  795,  a  coin 
described  as  "1873-CC  Mint.  Old  style.  Nearly  Uncirculated." 

If  there  was  a  question  as  to  what  was  meant  by  "old  style"  the 
next  lot  was  described  as  "1873  New  Style  With  Arrows.  Uncircu¬ 
lated."  So  it  appears  the  No  Arrows  variety  was  the  old  style  coin. 
If  this  were  the  only  surprise  in  the  sale  it  would  be  enough,  but 
Lot  902  was  described  "1873  Old  Style.  C.C.  Mint.  Fine  impression," 
and  this  was  under  the  dime  heading.  (Carl  Carlson  supplied  me 
with  the  information  that  the  quarter  realized  35  cents  and  the  dime 
17  cents,  he  also  believes  that  the  term  "Fine  impression,"  could 
refer  to  a  coin  in  Uncirculated  condition,  when  it  was  used  in  the 
1870s.)  So  this  sale  not  only  contained  the  quarter  but  the  dime  of 
this  issue.  The  amazing  thing  about  the  dime  is  that  to  the  present 
time  only  one  is  known  and  that  coin  has  been  reported  to  have  been 
in  the  Mint's  hands  until  the  early  20th  century  when  it  finally  be¬ 
came  the  property  of  Mr.  W.H.  Woodin.  So  it  appears  that  a  possi¬ 
bility  exists  that  a  second  dime  exists  and  that  it  may  turn  up  again, 
just  as  the  quarters  have  come  from  unknown  sources. 

In  1893  when  Mr.  A.G.  Heaton  wrote  his  landmark  monograph 
Mint  Marks,  A  Treatise  on  the  Coinage  of  the  United  States  Branch  Mints, 
he  stated  that  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  along  with  the  rela¬ 
tively  more  common  1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  were  both  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  From  this  statement  I  would  guess  that  Mr.  Heaton 
had  seen  or  heard  of  at  least  one  specimen  of  each  coin. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  dime  is  mentioned 
in  this  pamphlet,  but  the  1873-CC  With  Arrows  is  not.  It  is  also  stat¬ 
ed  that  the  1874-CC  is  the  rarest  of  the  1871  to  1874  Carson  City  dimes. 
In  trying  to  understand  this  I  checked  my  notes  of  auction  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  With  Arrows  dime  and  quarter  and  found  that  before 
1893,  the  date  of  Mr.  Heaton's  monograph,  I  had  only  one  appear¬ 
ance  record  of  each.  A  With  Arrows  quarter  was  sold  in  the  Chap¬ 
mans'  1890  sale  of  the  Cleneay  Collection  as  Lot  1454  and  a  With 
Arrows  dime  was  sold  in  1880  as  part  of  Woodward's  32nd  sale,  the 
collection  of  Ferguson  Haines,  as  Lot  899  (it  realized  17  cents).  The 
question  is  did  Mr.  Heaton  know  of  these  sales?  It  is  possible  he  did 
and  that  the  reason  he  did  not  know  if  the  dime  was  a  With  or  Without 
Arrows  coin  might  be  because  the  lot  did  not  describe  it  as  either. 
However,  the  preceding  two  lots  in  order  were,  a  No  Arrows  P  mint 
coin  and  a  With  Arrows  S  mint  coin,  leading  me  to  believe  that  the 
CC  mint  coin  which  followed  would  have  been  a  With  Arrows  coin 
or  it  would  have  been  noted.  Mr.  Heaton  may  have  come  to  another 
conclusion,  if  he  indeed  knew  of  this  sale  listing. 

After  mentioning  the  above  publications  it  is  still  a  fact  that  gener¬ 
al  knowledge  of  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows  dime  would  wait  until  the 
1914  American  Numismatic  Society  Exhibition  when  Mr.  H.W.  Gran- 
berg  displayed  his  1873-CC  No  Arrows  dime,  the  coin  having  come 
to  Mr.  Granberg  from  Mr.  Woodin.  A  year  later  Mr.  Granberg  offered 
this  dime  for  sale  in  a  U.S.  Coin  Company  auction.  He  did  not  dis¬ 
play  the  quarter,  which  he  offered  for  sale  at  a  B.  Max  Mehl  auction 
in  1919.  If  he  had  believed  the  quarter  as  important  as  the  dime  he 
most  probably  would  have  loaned  it  to  ANS  for  exhibit.  So  even  af¬ 
ter  the  notoriety  given  the  dime  in  1914  the  quarter  remained  ob¬ 
scure  as  a  extreme  rarity. 

The  next  time  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  was  to  appear  at  auc¬ 
tion,  after  1919,  was  1945  when  F.C.C.  Boyd's  collection  was  sold 


at  a  sale  titled  the  "World's  Greatest  Collection,"  by  the  Numismatic 
Gallery  (Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg).  No  information  about  the 
ownership,  past  or  present,  (Mr.  Boyd's  name  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  catalogue  or  at  the  time  of  the  sale)  was  mentioned  by  the 
cataloguers.  The  coin  was  just  said  to  be  an  extreme  rarity.  Since 
this  1945  sale  the  coin  has  remained  in  the  collection  of  the  late  Louis 
Eliasberg. 

This  variety  was  not  offered  at  auction  again  until  1975  when  the 
James  A.  Stack  Collection  of  quarters  was  sold  at  auction  by  Stack's. 
The  coin  was  reported  to  have  come  from  the  Browning  Collection, 
Mr.  Browning  was  the  author  of  a  die  variety  book  of  early  date  quart¬ 
ers.  At  the  time  of  this  sale  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Stack  had  ob¬ 
tained  this  coin  in  the  1940s.  This  coin,  like  the  Boyd  coin,  is 
Uncirculated.  The  price  realized  at  the  auction  was  $80,000.  The  Stack 
coin  was  then  offered  at  auction  and  fixed  prices,  without  changing 
ownership  until  a  1980  New  England  Rare  Coin  Company  auction 
at  which  it  was  reported  to  have  changed  hands  for  $205,000. 

The  existence  of  the  Norweb  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  has  been 
unknown  to  most  of  the  numismatic  world  until  the  recent  Coin  World 
story  of  the  upcoming  sale  of  the  Norweb  holdings  by  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Michael  Hodder  supplied  me  with  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  Norweb  inventory.  The  coin  was  purchased  from  Im¬ 
perial  Coin  Co.  (Ben  Stack),  on  July  29,  1954,  and  was  also  credited 
with  being  ex  Numismatic  Gallery.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Numis¬ 
matic  Gallery  had  closed  its  doors  July  1,  1954.  The  two  partners, 
Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg,  continued  business  separately  af¬ 
ter  this  date.  It  was  stated  in  publications  at  the  time  that  any  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  Numismatic  Gallery  would  be  handled  from 
a  post  office  box  number.  Was  this  coin  an  item  owned  jointly  by 
these  two  individuals  at  the  time  of  their  breakup?  The  other  per¬ 
son  involved  with  this  coin,  Ben  Stack,  was  operating  his  own  com¬ 
pany  at  this  time.  He  would  in  the  next  couple  of  years  rejoin  the 
family  coin  business.  Stack's.  No  other  information  about  this  coin's 
pedigree  is  known  at  the  present  time. 

Comparing  photographs  of  the  Boyd  and  Stack  coins  with  the  Nor¬ 
web  coin  shows  that  they  are  all  different  specimens.  (I  used  the  pho¬ 
tographs  from  the  "World's  Greatest  Collection"  auction  catalogue, 
New  England  Rare  Coin  Company's  1980  sale,  and  one  kindly  sup¬ 
plied  by  Michael  Hodder  of  Bowers  and  Merena.)  They  all  appear 
to  be  Uncirculated  and  all  have  the  same  characteristics.  All  three 
are  of  the  Closed  3  variety  which  according  to  Harry  X  Boosel,  (Mr. 
Boosel  has  done  extensive  research  on  the  die  varieties  of  all  United 
States  coinage  of  1873)  the  No  Arrows  coins  should  have;  all  the  With 
Arrows  quarters  with  the  Carson  City  mintmark  have  the  open  3. 
All  have  the  placement  of  the  "CC"  in  the  same  place  as  the  1870 
to  1872  quarters;  the  placement  changes  say  for  1878  which  would 
be  a  prime  candidate  for  people  wishing  to  modify  a  coin  to  appear 
to  be  the  rare  No  Arrow  1873  issue. 

The  existence  of  one  or  two  other  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarters 
has  been  rumored  for  a  number  of  years.  Walter  Breen  in  his  up¬ 
coming  book,  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins, 
states  that  Abner  Kreisberg  once  had  a  coin  of  this  issue  in  Very  Fine 
condition. 

There  was  also  a  California  collector  named  H.M.  Budd,  who  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist  that  appeared  in  the  January 
1949  issue,  who  reported  owning  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter. 
He  also  stated  that  no  1873-CC  No  Arrows  dimes  were  struck  (over 
12,000  of  these  dimes  were  struck  and  4,000  of  the  quarters).  He  did 
not  mention  the  condition  of  the  coin  he  owned  nor  where  he  ob¬ 
tained  it.  He  did  state  that  he  had  only  observed  this  coin  at  auction 
once  in  the  last  25  years.  This  I  would  guess  would  be  the  1945  W.G.C. 
sale  that  coin  went  to  Mr.  Eliasberg.  It  seems  possible  that  the  Budd 
coin,  if  it  was  real,  could  be  either  the  J.A.  Stack  coin,  which  was 
obtained  sometime  in  the  1940s,  or  more  likely  the  Norweb  coin,  for 
which  information  only  dates  back  to  1954,  thus  accounting  for  all 
the  three  known  pieces. 

At  the  present  time  it  would  appear  that  the  1873-CC  No  Arrows 
quarter  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  United  States  coin  issues.  Only  the 
above  mentioned  three  Uncirculated  coins  are  known  to  exist  with 
certainty.  This  coin  has  to  be  considered  the  rarest  of  the  quarter 
series. 

I  for  one  will  be  waiting  for  this  coin  to  take  its  place  in  the  history 
of  numismatics  when  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  include 
it  in  one  of  their  upcoming  auction  catalogues  of  the  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection,  at  which  time  the  general  collecting  public  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  vie  for  ownership  of  this  great  American  coinage  classic, 
in  a  format  I  expect  will  be  as  spectacular  in  scope  and  presentation 
as  their  past  Garrett  and  Eliasberg  sales. 
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Lot  1647 
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Gem  Proof  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1648  1873  With  Arrows.  Proof-64/65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen,  bril¬ 

liant,  with  delicate  light  magenta  and  golden  toning.  An  extremely 
important  variety  because  of  the  With  Arrows  feature,  thus  making 
it  a  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set  for  this  restricted  (just 
two  years  of  issue)  design.  Only  540  1873  With  Arrows  Proof  quart¬ 
ers  were  minted,  of  which  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
survivors. 

The  reverse  die  displays  the  line  from  the  left  side  of  the  shield  and  is  the  same 
die  used  beginning  with  1872  Proofs,  as  described  earlier. 
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Believed  Finest  Known  1873-CC  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1649  1873-CC  With  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-65.  A  superb  gem  coin,  sharply 

struck,  and  deeply  frosty,  with  delicate  mottled  light  golden  and 
iridescent  toning.  A  superb  specimen  which,  so  far  as  we  know, 
stands  head  and  shoulders  above  any  other  survivor  of  this  date 
and  mintmark  variety  with  arrows.  Indeed,  one  can  check  auc¬ 
tion  listings  for  spans  of  many  years  and  not  find  even  a  single 
piece  which  would  qualify  as  MS-60,  never  mind  such  a  higher 
grade  as  MS-63  or  the  presently-offered  spectacular  MS-65! 

The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  most  exciting,  most  important, 
most  beautiful  pieces  in  the  Norweb  Collection.  Its  next  owner 
will  have  a  great  American  numismatic  treasure. 


As  reiterated  earlier,  the  reverse  die  used  to  coin  this  as  well  as  other  Carson  City 
pieces  dating  back  to  1870  is  the  same  in  each  instance.  The  CC  mintmark  is  placed 
irregularly  and  distinctively  on  the  coin.  The  left  letter  is  considerably  lower  than  the 
right,  is  positioned  over  the  right  of  the  center  of  A,  with  the  upper  right  of  the  mint 
letter  being  slightly  below  and  left  of  the  tip  of  the  arrow  feather.  The  right-side  mint 
letter  is  positioned  higher  and  is  centered,  more  or  less,  beneath  the  arrow  feather, 
and  is  above  the  center  of  the  letter  R  in  QUAR  below. 

No  quarters  were  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  the  following  year,  1874.  The 
next  emission  from  this  Nevada  enterprise  was  the  1873-CC.  The  specimen  offered 
in  the  present  sale.  Lot  1634,  displays  the  mintmark  in  an  entirely  different  position 
The  left  C  is  completely  under  the  arrow  feather,  slightly  to  the  left  ot  its  center,  and 
above  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  R  in  QUAR  The  right-side  mint  letter  is  ever  so- 
slightly  above  the  left  mint  letter,  and  its  position  directly  below  the  junction  between 
the  arrow  feather  and  the  branch  stem,  and  over  the  right  foot  of  R  in  QUAR 
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Remarkable  1873-S  Quarter 


1650  1873-S  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-64.  A  remarkable  specimen  of  exqui¬ 

site  beauty,  a  nice  match  for  the  "rarest  of  the  rare"  Uncirculated 
branch  mint  coins  offered  in  this  section  of  the  catalogue.  The 
obverse  of  the  present  piece  is  toned  an  attractive  gold  and  light 
magenta  hue  over  deep  mint  frost,  while  the  reverse  is  mostly 
brilliant,  intermixed  with  mottled  light  magenta.  In  this  grade, 
probably  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  are  known  to  exist,  and 
even  this  estimate  may  be  overly  liberal.  While  the  1873-S  is  not 
in  the  league  of  the  1873-CC  just  offered,  in  absolute  terms  it  is 
important  to  note  that  once  this  coin  is  sold  it  certainly  may  be 
a  long  time  before  an  equivalent  piece  crosses  the  auction  block. 
Here,  then,  is  another  important  opportunity. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  November  18,  1955. 


Gem  Proof  1874  Quarter 


1651  1874  Proof-65.  A  dazzling  gem  coin  of  exquisite  beauty.  The  ob¬ 

verse  is  a  delicate  light  champagne  color,  while  the  reverse  is  deli¬ 
cate  gunmetal  blue.  On  one  denticle  below  the  date,  the  toning 
did  not  form,  so  this  particular  minute  area  is  a  little  "brighter" 
than  the  surrounding  surface. 

The  design  is  that  With  Arrows  at  the  date  and,  thus,  the  coin 
is  a  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-level  type  set.  Just  700  Proofs 
were  minted  this  year,  and  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  a  few  dozen 
survivors  can  match  the  quality  of  this  piece. 

The  reverse  die  displays  a  line  extending  from  the  left  side  of  the  shield  and  is  the 
same  as  earlier  described  under  the  1872  Proof  listing. 


Mint  State  1874-S  Quarter 


1652  1874-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  Quite 

scarce  in  this  grade,  although  not  a  major  rarity,  for  about  20  years 
ago  New  York  dealer  Lester  Merkin  distributed  a  small  hoard  of 
several  dozen  pieces.  Still,  the  issue  remains  elusive. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  November  18,  1955. 


Gem  Proof  1875  Quarter 


1653  1875  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen.  The  obverse  is  a  mixture  of 

champagne  and  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  delicate  elec¬ 
tric  blue.  Here  is  one  of  the  very  finest  survivors  from  700  Proofs 
originally  struck. 

The  reverse  of  this  particular  piece  differs  from  the  Proofs  earlier  offered.  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  Walter  Breen's  comments  that  two  varieties  are  known,  one  with  TATE  close 
together  and  the  other  with  these  letters  far  apart,  we  make  the  observation  that  on 
the  present  coin  these  letters  are  separated  with  about  the  same  average  space  as  are 
the  letters  in  UNITED  and  AMERICA.  We  mention  this  simply  as  a  point  of  informa¬ 
tion  for  anyone  wanting  to  study  the  issue  further.  The  left  side  of  the  ribbon,  on  which 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  appears,  has  its  second  fold  lightly  impressed,  with  the  top  line 
of  that  fold  being  missing  at  the  point  it  joins  the  next  fold,  right  before  the  I  in  IN. 


1654  1875-CC  AU-58/MS-60.  Light  golden  toning  on  the  surfaces.  Scarce 

in  higher  grades. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery,  later  owned  by  Imperial  Coin  Compa¬ 
ny  (Ben  Stack,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada),  then  to  the  Norwebs  on  July  29,  1954. 


1655  1875-S  MS-63/65.  Frosty  surfaces  are  accented  with  delicate  golden 

and  iridescent  toning. 

From  Abner  Kriesberg,  January  30,  1956. 

Under  magnification,  a  tracery  of  delicate  die  breaks  appears  around  the  reverse 
rim,  completely  linking  the  tops  of  the  letters 
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Gem  Proof  1876  Quarter 


1656  1876  Proof-65.  A  dazzling  gem  piece.  Surfaces  are  a  mixture  of 

lilac  and  gunmetal  blue,  delicately  placed  over  deep,  mirrored 
fields. 

The  reverse  die  used  to  coin  this  piece  is  different  from  either  the  1872  Proof  de¬ 
scribed  earlier  or  the  recently  described  1875  Proof.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  "at  least 
some  of  these  [1876  Proof  quarters]  are  from  a  curious  reverse  die  with  southeast¬ 
pointing  dash  in  field  just  down  from  berry  above  Q."  That  description  does  not  apply 
to  the  die  here. 

Documentation  concerning  late  19th-century  and  early  20th-century  coins  is  scarce 
in  numismatic  literature,  so  efforts  such  as  present  footnotes  are  intended  to  aid  any¬ 
one  who  wishes  to  pursue  the  matter  further.  After  a  sufficient  population  of  coins 
is  surveyed,  certain  patterns  of  die  usage  will  emerge,  and  sense  will  be  made  out 
of  apparent  disorder. 


1657  1876-CC  MS-60/63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  gray  around 
the  borders  and  in  other  protected  areas. 

From  Lyman  H.  Low,  May  11,  1909. 

1658  1876-S  AU-58/MS-60.  Prooflike  surfaces.  Light  gray  and  magenta 
toning. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Quarter 


1659  1877  Proof-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  touch  of  champagne  ton¬ 

ing.  A  superb,  glittering  example  of  one  of  the  rarest  issues  in 
the  series,  indeed  the  issue  with  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  of  the  1866-1891  With  Motto  design. 

The  reverse  die  of  this  coin  is  different  from  any  reverse  heretofore  described,  al¬ 
though  it  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  the  1876  (Lot  1656),  and  is  probably  from  the 
same  hub.  The  present  piece  shows  an  unfinished  area  in  the  die  at  the  branch  below 
the  first  two  leaves,  near  the  eagle's  foot.  A  very  delicate  die  break  extends  from  the 
left  side  of  the  Q  through  the  two  leaf  tips,  in  the  field  past  the  wingtip,  ending  at 
the  top  of  the  U.  Another  break,  even  more  delicate,  extends  from  the  center  of  the 
final  A  in  AMERICA  to  near  the  tip  of  the  topmost  arrowhead,  then,  discontinuously, 
to  the  second  and  third  arrowheads. 


1660  1877-CC  MS-60/63.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  gray  and 

golden  toning  in  protected  areas. 

The  dies  for  this  piece  exhibit  some  interesting  features.  First,  on  the  obverse  the 
last  digit  is  repunched,  and  traces  of  an  earlier  digit  appear  below  it.  On  the  reverse 
there  are  several  very  delicate  die  breaks  Most  interesting,  however,  is  the  evidence 
cl  '  lashing  with  the  obverse  die,  so  that  most  of  the  word  LIBERTY  appears  beneath 
the  eagle's  lower  beak  The  obverse  and  reverse  die  came  together  without  an  inter¬ 
vening  plamhet,  and  traces  of  the  obverse  design  were  transferred  to  the  reverse 


1661  1877-S  Large  S  mintmark.  AU-58.  Mottled  gray  toning. 

Although  this  has  been  described  as  a  "large"  mintmark,  it  is  large  only  in  that  it 
is  slightly  greater  in  size  than  the  variety  that  follows.  In  absolute  terms  it  is  not  as 
large  as  certain  mintmarks  used  a  decade  earlier. 


1662  1877-S  Error  mintmark  with  S  over  a  horizontal  S.  AU-58.  Mot¬ 
tled  magenta  and  gunmetal  blue  toning. 

The  mintmark,  medium  in  size,  was  first  punched  in  a  "lazy"  or  horizontal  posi¬ 
tion,  the  error  was  realized,  and  then  it  was  corrected  by  overpunching  in  the  vertical 
position.  Traces  of  the  earlier  erroneous  mintmarks  are  quite  sharp  under  magnification. 

1663  1877-S  AU-50.  Smaller  S  mintmark.  Magenta  and  iridescent  blue 
toning. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Quarter 


1664  1878  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  with  lilac  and  light  blue  sur¬ 

faces.  One  of  the  finest  survivors  from  800  pieces  coined. 

The  reverse  die  is  different  from  the  previous  year  and  lacks  breaks. 


1665  1878-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

From  Stack's,  June  1953. 
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1666  1878-S  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned  surfaces. 

A  few  decades  ago,  the  1878-S  was  featured  as  a  major  rarity  among  various  quarter 
dollar  offerings.  Since  then,  its  fame  has  dimmed,  and  one  hardly  ever  hears  of  it. 
However,  the  1878-S,  which  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  San  Francisco  quarter  after 
1872,  remains  elusive. 


Gem  Proof  1879  Quarter 


1667  1879  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  outstanding  quality.  The  ob¬ 

verse  is  nearly  fully  brilliant,  while  the  reverse  displays  a  deli¬ 
cate  mixture  of  champagne  and  electric  blue. 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  was  coined  from  the  same  die  as  the  1878  Proof  offered 
earlier.  Among  the  characteristics  are  a  pellet-shaped  center  dot  near  the  center  of  the 
shield;  the  rightmost  background  stripe  of  the  shield  is  filled  in  with  "frost"  and  does 
not  have  the  mirror  surface. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Quarter 


1669  1881  Proof-65.  The  obverse  is  brilliant,  with  a  delicate  overlay  of 

gray  toning.  The  reverse  is  a  mixture  of  lilac  and  blue. 

The  popularity  of  quarters  of  the  1879-1889  span  has  been  con¬ 
tinuous  in  recent  decades,  with  scarcely  a  let-up  no  matter  wheth¬ 
er  the  coin  market  is  weak,  strong,  or  in  between.  Such  coins 
have  the  appeal  of  low  mintage  combined  with  high  quality,  plus 
the  challenge  of  assembling  a  continuous  run  of  dates. 

The  die  used  to  coin  the  reverse  of  this  piece  is  different  from  any  previously  de¬ 
scribed,  has  no  center  dot,  and  has  differing  shield  and  other  details— all  microscopic 
in  nature. 


Superb  Proof  1882  Quarter 


Gem  Proof  1880  Quarter 


1668  1880  Proof-65.  A  beautiful  specimen  with  light  magenta-gray 

toning. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 

The  reverse  die  used  to  coin  this  piece  seems  to  be  the  same  used  to  produce  the 
preceding  Proof  issue. 


1670  1882  Proof-64/65.  This  coin  is  kept  from  an  overall  Proof-65  sta¬ 

tus  on  the  obverse  by  some  microscopic  lines  seen  near  the  date. 
Still,  it  is  head  and  shoulders  among  most  survivors  of  this  date, 
and  probably  many  would  call  it  Proof-65.  The  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  are  toned  an  attractive  mixture  of  gray  and  lilac. 

Still  another  die  is  introduced  at  this  point,  the  present  reverse  having  unusually 
high  polish  at  the  center  of  the  shield,  so  much  so  that  the  vertical  pairs  of  stripes 
are  very  tiny  and  delicately  formed,  for  certain  of  the  background  has  been  reduced 
by  polishing. 


Gem  Proof  1883  Quarter 


1671  1883  Proof-65.  Another  splendid  coin,  this  piece  has  delicate  cham¬ 

pagne  and  gray  toning  on  the  obverse  and  delicate  gunmetal  blue 
on  the  reverse.  A  superb  example  of  this  low-mintage  issue. 

Still  another  reverse  Proof  die  seems  to  have  been  introduced  to  make  this  coin. 
A  distinguishing  characteristic,  among  others,  is  a  tiny  dot  or  "island"  in  the  leftmost 
mirrorlike  shield  background  stripe. 

We  mentioned  that  reader  B.A.,  who  submitted  the  aforementioned  (see  note  un¬ 
der  the  1872  Proof)  Rare  Coin  Review  inquiry  has  an  1883  Proof  quarter  with  a  different 
reverse  die— showing  a  line  extending  from  the  left  side  of  the  shield 
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Gem  Proof  1884  Quarter 


1672  1884  Proof-65.  Another  splendid  coin.  Light  gray  toning  on  the 

obverse  is  combined  with  delicate  golden  toning  on  the  reverse 
to  create  what  is  one  of  the  nicest  survivors  of  this  low-mintage 
variety. 

The  reverse  die  differs  from  that  used  in  1883  and  may  be  a  slightly  repolished  ver¬ 
sion  of  that  used  in  1882. 


Gem  Proof  1885  Quarter 


1673  1885  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  in  nearly  full  brilliance,  with  just 

a  whisper  of  champagne  toning. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 

Struck  from  the  same  Proof  die  as  the  preceding. 

At  this  point  we  discontinue  our  descriptions  of  minute  reverse  die  differences,  ex¬ 
cept  we  do  note  that  the  reverse  die  of  1872,  with  the  line  extending  from  the  left  side 
of  the  shield,  does  not  recur  on  any  of  the  Norweb  Collection  coins  later  than  the  year 
1874. 


Gem  Proof  1886  Quarter 


1674  1886  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  of  exquisite  quality.  Light  gray 

toning  is  seen  over  brilliant  surfaces. 

The  year  1886  in  particular  has  attracted  the  attention  of  collec¬ 
tors  and  investors  over  a  long  period  of  time,  for  the  mintage  is 
one  of  the  very  lowest  in  the  series.  Just  886  Proofs  plus  5,000 
business  strikes  combine  for  a  total  mintage  of  5,886,  the  smallest 
figure  since  1873-CC  Without  Arrows. 

About  30  to  40  years  ago,  Charles  E.  Green,  a  Chicago  dealer  who  traded  under 
the  name  of  R.  Green,  the  name  of  his  wife,  Ruth,  decided  to  hoard  as  many  1886 
Proof  quarters  as  he  could  find.  We  recall  that  he  gathered  approximately  200  of  them 
together  Later,  the  present  writer  had  the  opportunity  to  handle  a  number  of  these. 
While  it  is  difficult  to  remember  the  grades  of  coins  seen  in  the  late  1950s  and  early 
1960s,  we  believe  that  most  are  what  would  be  described  today  as  Proof-60,  with  an 
occasional  Proof-63,  and  with  only  a  few  which  could  be  described  today  as  Proof-65. 


Gem  Proof  1887  Quarter 


1675  1887  Proof-65.  A  superb  piece  with  lilac  and  light  gray  toning. 

Still  another  attractive  low  mintage  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1888  Quarter 


1676  1888  Proof-65.  A  very  attractive  specimen.  The  obverse  has  light 

gray  toning,  while  the  reverse  is  lilac  in  most  areas,  with  hints 
of  delicate  blue  to  the  lower  left. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 


Attractive  San  Francisco  Quarter 


1677  1888-S  MS-63/65.  Rather  deeply  mottled  magenta,  iridescent  blue 
toning  characterizes  the  surfaces  of  this  piece.  While  the  mint¬ 
age  for  the  1888-S  was  relatively  generous,  at  the  time  there  was 
virtually  no  interest  in  collecting  coins  by  mintmark  varieties,  so 
the  survival  of  Mint  State  coins  was  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
Today,  coins  in  preservation  such  as  this  are  rare. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  1954,  Lot  734. 

1678  1888-S  AU-55.  Light  gray  and  blue  toning. 
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Gem  Proof  1889  Quarter 


1679  1889  Proof-65.  A  splendid  coin  with  toning  quite  comparable  to 

the  1888  Proof  offered  earlier 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Wilson  Collection  sale,  1908. 


Gem  Proof  1890  Quarter 


1680  1890  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  champagne  and  delicate 

magenta  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  light  electric  blue  toning  on 
the  reverse.  A  quarter  dollar  specialist  had  occasion  to  examine 
this  particular  coin,  and  made  the  following  remark:  "If  any 
Proof-70  Liberty  Seated  quarter  exists,  then  this  is  it!" 

This  prompts  us  to  remind  prospective  bidders  that  we  endeavor 
to  be  conservative  in  our  grading,  although  we  are  ever  mindful 
of  the  fact  that  even  among  the  most  dedicated  and  impartial 
numismatists  we  have  observed  a  tendency  that  some  can  be  quite 
conservative  when  buying,  but  quite  optimistic  when  selling!  In 
any  event,  we  have  declined  to  use  such  grades  as  Proof-67, 
Proof-69,  and  so  on  in  the  present  listing,  however,  we  do  recog¬ 
nize  that  many  in  the  trade,  including  certain  certification  serv¬ 
ices,  do  use  these  numbers  with  regularity.  If  so,  then  you  may 
well  agree  that  the  present  coin  is  a  Proof-69  or,  possibly  even 
a  Proof-70. 


Gem  Proof  1891  Quarter 


1681  1891  Proof-65.  Delicate  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse.  Mot¬ 

tled  light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  a  coin  of  unsurpassed  quality,  an  issue  of  which  we  have 
never  seen  a  finer  example.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  then  consider 
this  coin. 

Thus  ends  one  of  the  highest-quality  offerings  of  Liberty  Seat¬ 
ed  quarters  in  numismatic  history.  Whether  you  are  seeking  a  sin¬ 
gle  coin  for  a  type  set,  or  are  a  specialist  who  has  been  waiting 
years  to  acquire  a  high-grade  specimen  of  a  rarity,  or  whether  the 
series  has  recently  attracted  your  attention  and  you  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  a  date  run,  here  is  an  opportunity  which  may  never  be 
matched  in  your  lifetime. 

When  it  comes  to  rarities  in  high  condition,  opportunity  is  the 
key  word.  In  the  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection  Part  I  we  received 
a  number  of  inquiries  after  the  sale,  at  which  time  a  number  of 
specialists  wished  to  buy  pieces  sold  to  others— even  though  the 
pieces  had  brought  record  prices.  In  each  instance,  we  contacted 
the  buyer,  and  in  each  instance  the  reply  was  the  equivalent  of: 
"sorry,  I  don't  want  to  sell— I  have  been  waiting  a  long  time  to 
get  this  coin." 

Right  now,  as  you  hold  the  catalogue  in  your  hands,  each  and 
every  coin  is  available  for  bidding  competition.  If  you  see  some¬ 
thing  you  really  want  to  have,  be  sure  to  bid  liberally,  for  in  numer¬ 
ous  instances  an  opportunity  may  not  recur  for  a  long,  long  time. 

(The  above  comment  could  have  been  placed  under  Lot  1683, 
the  last  Liberty  Seated  coin  in  the  series,  but  we  thought  it  more 
appropriate  to  situate  the  remarks  under  the  1891  Gem  Proof— 
the  last  extremely  high-quality  Liberty  Seated  coin  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  offering.) 


1682  1891-0  AU-58.  A  very  pleasing  piece  with  light  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Distinctive  as  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  quarter 
dollar  produced  after  1860,  and  the  only  New  Orleans  issue  of 
the  1866-1891  With  Motto  type.  The  1891-0  is  elusive  in  higher 
grades.  Here  is  an  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

1683  1891-S  AU-50.  Mottled  light  golden  and  gray  toning.  Last  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  quarters. 
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Attractive  1892  Quarter 


1684  1892  Barber  Type  I.  MS-64.  Light  golden  toning  interspersed  with 

hints  of  blue. 

Quarter  dollars  of  the  1892  year  are  divided  into  the  following  types: 

Type  I:  Reverse  with  wingtip  at  left  covering  right  serif  at  the  base  of  T  of  UNITED 
and  part  of  the  E,  but  with  the  crossbar  of  the  E  visible.  Right  wingtip  covers  bottom 
left  serif  of  R.  A  star  is  beneath  the  first  S  in  STATES. 

Type  II:  Wingtip  at  left  touching  but  not  covering  any  of  the  T  of  UNITED,  and  cover¬ 
ing  the  center  of  the  E,  with  the  crossbar  of  the  E  not  visible.  Right  wingtip  covers 
most  of  the  lower  part  of  the  upright  of  R.  There  is  no  star  beneath  the  first  S  in  STATES. 

Under  magnification,  numerous  other  differences  can  be  observed  among  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  leaves,  arrows,  etc.  in  relation  to  border  letters,  and  other  considerations.  Type 
II  was  used  for  the  balance  of  the  series,  through  1916.  For  the  year  1893  only,  both 
varieties  exist  among  coins  struck  at  each  of  the  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  San 
Francisco  mints. 


Gem  Proof  1892  Quarter 


1685  1892  Barber  Type  II.  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  of  virtually 

unsurpassable  quality.  Beautiful  light  blue  and  lilac  toning  charac¬ 
terizes  the  obverse,  while  a  mixture  of  delicate  blue  and  golden 
toning  covers  the  reverse.  Here  is  one  of  the  very  finest  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  popular  type. 


1686  1892  Barber  Type  II.  MS-64.  A  duplicate  specimen,  a  Mint  State 

example,  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  design.  Pleasing  light 
steel-gray  toning. 


1687  1892-0  Barber  Type  I.  MS-64.  Deep  lilac  toning  mixed  with  elec¬ 

tric  blue  characterizes  the  surface  of  this  piece.  The  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  design  and,  accordingly  the  first  Barber  quarter  of 
the  New  Orleans  Mint. 


toning.  Interestingly,  the  pressure  of  the  metal  into  the  edge  mill¬ 
ing  has  extruded  a  "beaded  rim"  complete  around  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  in  the  characteristic  of  a  wire  rim,  but  in  the  present 
instance  made  by  tiny  beads,  with  each  bead  adjacent  to  a  verti¬ 
cal  reed. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  j.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  October  27,  1908. 


Gem  1892-S  Quarter 


1689  1892-S  Barber.  Type  I.  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  superb,  approach¬ 

ing  perfection,  of  this  early  issue.  The  coin  is  toned  a  light  gray 
and  lilac  with  ample  golden  and  blue  iridescent  areas. 

Under  stereo  magnification  a  die  punching  error  is  revealed  on  the  reverse,  for  the 
normal  mintmark  has  been  punched  over  a  smaller  and  earlier  S  mintmark.  So,  we 
propose  that  this  be  called  the  "Large  S  over  Small  S"  variety.  How  rare  it  is,  we  don't 
know  at  this  point,  but  the  presentation  notation  will  alert  interested  specialists  to  the 
knowledge  that  the  variety  exists. 


1690  1892-S  Barber.  Type  II.  AU-58.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  mottled  light 

brown  and  gold  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1893  Quarter 


1691  1893  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  just  about  as  close  to  perfection 

as  we  have  ever  seen,  save  for  a  couple  tiny  contact  marks  on 
the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty.  Try  as  we  might,  using  a  10-power 
glass,  we  can't  find  anything  to  comment  negatively  on  so  far  as 
the  reverse  is  concerned.  Perhaps  the  reverse  should  be  desig¬ 
nated  that  otherwise  unused  grade,  Proof-70! 

The  obverse  is  toned  a  delicate  champagne  color,  as  pleasing 
as  you'll  ever  want  to  see,  while  the  reverse  is  light  gunmetal  blue. 


1688  1892-0  Barber.  Type  FI.  MS-64.  An  example  of  the  second  varie¬ 

ty  of  the  design.  Very  attractive  mottled  light  gray  and  blue 
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Gem  1893-0  Quarter 


1692  1893-0  MS-65.  Beautiful  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A 

few  minor  contact  marks  are  seen  on  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty, 
but,  otherwise,  were  it  not  for  such  things  we  could  call  this  and 
other  coins  MS-70  (a  grade  which,  stated  earlier,  we  have  not 
used). 

Note  from  the  photograph  of  this  piece  that  the  O  mintmark  is  far  over  to  the  right, 
near  the  base  of  the  bundle  of  arrows.  Among  Barber  coins,  mintmark  positions  vary 
widely— as  a  study  of  the  photographs  of  other  Barber  coins  in  the  present  sale  will 
reveal. 


1693  1893-S  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains. 

Predominantly  light  gold  toning  with  some  gray  at  the  borders. 


Gem  1894-S  Quarter 


1696  1894-S  MS-65.  Surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant,  with  mottled  light 

gray  and  lilac  toning.  You  can  probably  call  this  coin  MS-66,  MS-67, 
MS-68,  or  some  other  such  high  grade— but  we  will  leave  it  up 
to  the  buyer  to  do  that.  As  it  is,  here  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
1894-S  quarters  we  have  ever  encountered.  About  the  only  thing 
we  can  find  in  the  way  of  a  mark  is  a  tiny  little  contact  mark  in 
front  of  a  wisp  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair,  preceding  the  ear— but  it 
is  bordering  upon  the  ridiculous  to  even  devote  a  line  of  print 
to  mentioning  it. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  William  Hesslein,  April  5,  1909. 


Gem  Proof  1894  Quarter 


1694  1894  Proof-65.  A  superb  gem,  approaching  perfection.  Delicate¬ 

ly  toned  light  blue  and  lilac.  One  can  quickly  be  spoiled  by  ex¬ 
amining  coins  such  as  this  in  the  Norweb  Collection,  especially 
when  one  considers  that  once  these  cross  the  auction  block  it  will 
be  a  long  time,  if  ever,  until  a  collection  of  comparable  quality 
is  sold.  Not  that  the  Norweb  Collection  has  everything,  for  it 
doesn't,  nor  is  everything  in  the  Norweb  Collection  of  the  highest 
quality,  but  what  is  of  high  quality  more  than  makes  up  for  any 
omissions,  and  this  catalogue,  the  preceding  catalogue,  and  the 
following  catalogue,  are  indeed  a  parade  of  the  "rarest  of  the  rare," 
"the  finest  of  the  fine." 


Possible  Branch  Mint  Proof  1894-0 


1695  1894-0  MS-63/65,  prooflike.  Acquired  by  the  Norwebs  as  a  branch 

mint  Proof,  an  attribution  with  which  you  may  agree.  The  Proof 
surface  is  complete  in  the  fields  of  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Deli¬ 
cate  light  gold  toning  characterizes  the  coin,  with  gunmetal  blue 
at  the  borders.  The  outer  rim  has  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  a 
double  row  of  "beading,"  as  described  on  an  earlier  issue  in  the 
series,  the  beaded  equivalent  of  a  wire  rim. 


Gem  Proof  1895  Quarter 


1697  1895  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen,  brilliant,  with  delicate  cham¬ 

pagne  toning.  It  is  difficult  to  envision  that  a  finer  coin  could  exist. 

Here  is  an  interesting  observation  for  a  specialist:  on  the  bridge  of  the  nose  of  Miss 
Liberty  is  a  raised  lint  mark,  consisting  of  a  microscopic  curlicue,  which  must  have  been 
caused  by  a  tiny  thread  adhering  to  the  hub  die,  which,  in  turn,  impressed  the  thread 
incuse  into  the  working  die,  which  in  turn  created  an  impression  raised  on  the  fin¬ 
ished  coin!  Presumably,  all  1895  Proof  quarter  dollars  have  this  characteristic.  If  any 
readers  wish  to  comment  on  the  absence  or  presence  of  this  characteristic  on  other 
Proofs  of  this  date,  correspond  with  us  and  we'll  publish  the  findings  in  a  future  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 


1698  1895-S  MS-63.  Lilac  and  mottled  light  gray  toning. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  William  Hesslein,  April  5,  1909. 
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Superb  1895-0  Quarter 


1699  1895-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen,  a  gem,  with  delicate  irides¬ 

cent  lilac  toning.  Could  a  finer  coin  exist? 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sale, 
conducted  by  Thomas  L.  Elder,  September  1,  1910. 


Gem  Proof  1896  Quarter 


1700  1896  Proof-65.  Brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  light  mottled  gold¬ 

en  and  iridescent  toning. 

It  is  probable  that  most  of  the  unpedigreed  Barber  quarters  from  this  point  through 
1912,  and  described  in  the  present  catalogue  as  MS-65  or  Proof-65,  were  purchased 
by  Albert  F.  Holden  directly  from  the  respective  mints  of  issue. 


Gem  1896-0  Rarity 


1701  1896-0  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen,  with  toning  comparable  to  the 

1895-0  recently  offered  (Lot  1699),  and  from  the  same  source.  In 
the  present  instance,  the  1896-0  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  of 
all  Barber  quarters  to  obtain  in  higher  grades.  Indeed,  in  just 
MS-60  grade  the  Guide  Book  lists  it  more  than  double  the  price 
of  a  commoner  "type"  coin. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sale. 
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Gem  1896-S  25c  Rarity 


1702  1896-S  MS-64/65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  partially  prooflike  charac¬ 

teristics.  Under  magnification,  a  number  of  microscopic  raised  die 
striations  can  be  seen,  indicating  that  this  was  one  of  the  very 
first  impressions  from  the  1896-S  combination  (for  such  lines  wear 
away  once  a  die  is  used  to  any  extent). 

In  the  Barber  quarter  series  there  are  three  prime  rarities:  the 
1896-S,  of  which  188,039  were  minted;  the  1901-S,  of  which  72,664 
were  minted;  and  the  1913-S,  of  which  40,000  were  made.  Al¬ 
though  the  catalogue  values  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
for  the  1896-S  and  1913-S  are  about  the  same,  in  higher  grades 
the  1896-S  is  at  least  five  to  10  times  rarer,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  mintage  is  greater. 

The  explanation  of  this  is  provided  by  the  method  of  collecting 
in  effect  at  that  time.  Collecting  by  date  and  mintmark  was  not 
popular  until  after  1893,  when  Augustus  G.  Heaton's  booklet,  Mint 
Marks,  was  distributed.  Even  so,  interest  in  branch  mint  varieties 


remained  at  low  level  until  1909,  at  which  time  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
cent  was  made,  the  scarcity  of  it  was  recognized,  and  these  pieces 
jumped  to  a  sharp  premium,  all  because  of  a  tiny  "S"  mintmark. 
This  brought  the  fact  home  to  many  collectors  that  the  presence 
of  a  mintmark  could  indeed  mean  a  sharp  difference  in  value. 
After  that  time,  interest  in  collecting  by  mintmarks  extended  to 
other  series  as  well,  and  by  1913  a  number  of  people  were  alert 
enough  to  set  aside  newly-minted  1913-S  quarters. 

However,  in  1896  the  interest  was  in  its  infancy,  and  few  peo¬ 
ple  cared.  The  number  of  1896-S  quarters  surviving  today,  in 
preservation  equal  to  the  one  offered  here,  is  not  known,  but  we 
would  estimate  it  to  be  no  more  than  a  few  dozen  pieces— which, 
for  a  turn  of  the  century  coin,  is  indeed  a  low  number. 

From  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  to  Am¬ 
bassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nonoeb,  transaction  date  not  specified, 
but  probably  in  the  mid  1950s. 
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Gem  Proof  1897  Quarter 


1703  1897  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  mottled  lilac  and  medium 

gray  toning,  intermingled  with  splashes  of  iridescence.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  survivors  from 
just  731  pieces  struck. 


Memorable  1897-0  Barber  Quarter 


1704  1897-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  which  traces  its  pedigree  to 

the  Mougey  Collection  sale,  the  source  of  the  1895-0  and  1896-0 
offered  earlier.  The  toning  on  the  present  coin  is  identical. 
Presumably,  these  pieces  have  been  kept  together,  under  the  same 
circumstances  and  environment,  ever  since  the  end  of  the  last 
century. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sale. 


Gem  1897-S  25c  Rarity 


1705  1897-S  MS-65.  Mottled  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning,  with  areas 

of  gold  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  great 
“sleepers"  in  the  series,  one  of  the  very  few  branch  mint  issues 
with  a  mintage  of  less  than  a  million.  For  unexplained  reasons, 
the  price  of  this  coin  has  been  overlooked,  and,  for  example,  the 
Guide  Book  prices  the  coin  in  just  MS-60  grade  at  $450,  just  50% 
more  than  the  $300  price  given  to  the  1898,  although  in  terms 
of  MS-65  coins,  the  1897-S  is  at  least  50  to  100  times  rarer! 

It  is  always  enjoyable  to  purchase  something  of  unrecognized 
value,  for  sooner  or  later  the  value  will  become  recognized,  and 
you  will  be  in  the  position  of  owning  something  which  few  others 
have— and  at  a  very  advantageous  price.  As  discussed  at  great 
length  under  half  eagles  in  the  Norweb  Collection  Sale  Part  I, 
there  are  many  sleepers  among  American  coins— pieces  which 
are  exceedingly  rare  in  higher  grades,  but  which  have  nominal 
catalogue  values.  The  1897-S  quarter  dollar  is  a  member  of  this 
category,  as  are  numerous  items  in  the  present  auction  offering. 

Continuing  the  discussion  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  but  reverting  to  slightly  smaller 
type,  we  note  that  in  the  past  20  years  more  serious  numismatic  research  has  been 
done  in  America  than  in  any  other  comparable  time  period.  Such  diverse  series  as 
Liberty  Seated  coins.  Shield  nickels,  silver  dollars,  etc.  are  now  being  studied  in  de¬ 
tail,  in  addition  to  the  "traditional"  studying  of  half  cents,  large  cents,  and  colonials. 
Many  of  these  other  areas  are  truly  "virgin"  territory  as  are  footnotes  under  certain 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  indicate.  So  far  as  Barber  coins  are  concerned,  very  little 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  price  and  availability  analysis.  Here  is  a  rich  field  for  some¬ 
one  with  an  active  mind,  a  degree  of  intelligence,  and,  perhaps  a  good  home  computer! 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  recognized  that  one  cannot  take  auction  offerings  from 
15  years  ago  and  translate  them  into  availability  today,  for  grading  interpretations  have 
changed  sharply. 


Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter 


1706  1898  Proof-65.  Still  another  gem  Proof  in  this  amazing  parade  of 

fantastic  quality  pieces.  The  coin  offered  here  is  toned  a  delicate 
mixture  of  lilac  and  blue. 


1707  1898-0  MS-60/63.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  some  golden  and  light 

gray  toning  around  the  borders. 
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Amazing  1898-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1708  1898-S  MS-65.  A  simply  amazing  coin,  a  combination  of  high  qual¬ 

ity  and  attractive  toning.  The  obverse  is  a  blend  of  gold  and  elec¬ 
tric  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  a  mottled  display  of  gold,  blue,  and 
magenta.  Very  rare  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Quarter 


1709  1899  Proof-65.  Delicate  light  golden  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse. 

Again,  here  is  a  superb  coin  which  ranks  as  the  very  finest  of 
its  variety  surviving  today. 

I'm  prompted  to  remind  you  that  if  you  are  an  intending  purchaser  of  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection  coins,  by  all  means  invest  $29  plus  $2  postage  and  handling,  for  a  copy  of  the 
book,  The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers.  You  will  read  how  several  generations  of  the  Norweb  family,  each  a  connoisseur, 
worked  to  form  this  magnificent  cabinet.  Apart  from  the  numismatic  considerations 
you  will  enjoy  reading  about  mining  in  the  American  West,  commercial  ventures  in 
the  East,  and^  going  back  further  into  the  family  history,  even  attacks  by  Indians!  All 
of  this  adds  up  to  some  mighty  fine  reading.  And,  of  course,  the  book  is  offered  with 
a  money  back  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Mougey-Quality  1899-0  25c 


1710  1899-0  MS-65.  A  superb  coin  which  closely  matches  the  several 

Mougey  Collection  Barber  quarters  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
offered  earlier,  but  in  this  instance  with  the  pedigree  not  record¬ 
ed;  hence  the  rather  unique  headline  for  this  lot. 


Marvelous  1899-S  Quarter 


1711  1899-S  MS-65.  A  marvelous  specimen,  being  a  combination  of 

high  grade  and  beautiful  aesthetic  appeal.  The  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  is  lilac  overlaid  with  mottled  electric  blue. 

Aesthetic  appeal  is  one  of  the  most  important  determinants  of  a  coin's  value.  Who 
really  cares  if  a  coin  is  technically  MS-65,  or  any  other  grade,  if  it  is  ugly?  Aesthetic 
appeal  is  indeed  important,  and  what  is  best  of  all  is  a  combination  of  high  technical 
grade  plus  aesthetic  appeal.  Such  a  combination  is  characteristic  of  nearly  all  of  the 
higher  grade  coins  in  the  Norweb  Collection. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Quarter 


1712  1900  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  mixed  gray,  blue,  and  light 

golden  toning.  Last  year  of  the  19th  century. 


1713  1900  MS-63/65.  A  business  strike  issue.  Mainly  brilliant  surfaces 

with  freckled  light  golden  toning. 


1714  1900-0  MS-60  to  63.  Brilliant  at  the  centers,  changing  to  light  ton¬ 

ing  in  the  fields,  then  to  light  gray  at  the  borders. 
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Unimprovable  1900-S  Quarter 


1715  1900-S  MS-65.  A  coin  which  is  virtual  perfection— unimprovable, 

so  far  as  we  are  concerned— for  we  have  never  seen  a  finer  exam¬ 
ple.  Like  so  many  other  pieces  in  the  present  offering,  this  coin 
has  it  all— including  high  technical  grade,  beautiful  mottled  lilac 
and  light  blue  toning,  and  superb  aesthetic  appeal. 


Gem  Proof  1901  Quarter 


1716  1901  Proof-65.  The  obverse  is  toned  light  gray  with  blue  around 

the  border,  while  the  reverse  at  the  center  is  magenta  and 
orange— the  type  of  color  one  would  see  out  West  in  a  summer 
sunset— with  electric  blue  on  the  rims.  The  first  issue  of  the  20th 
century.  Of  the  813  Proofs  coined,  we  seriously  doubt  if  more  than 
a  couple  dozen  could  match  this  in  quality. 


Exceptional  1901-0  Quarter 


1717  1901-0  MS-65.  An  exceptional  1901-0  quarter  virtually  matching 

the  toning  characteristics  of  the  earlier  Mougey-attributed  coins 
from  the  same  mint,  and  probably  from  the  same  source,  although 
a  specific  pedigree  was  not  kept  with  the  Norweb  Collection. 

The  1901-0  is  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  among  20th- 
century  Barber  quarters,  and  in  this  condition  it  is  indeed  a  prime 
rarity.  Here  is  a  piece  worth  "reaching  for"  if  you  are  seeking  the 
finest  quality. 
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Classic  1901-S  Quarter 


1718  1901-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  few  surface  lines,  particularly  in  the 

obverse,  keep  this  out  of  the  MS-65  category. 

Here  is  one  of  the  nicest  1901-S  quarters  to  come  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  in  recent  years,  a  prime  specimen  of  the  most  desired  rarity 


in  the  series.  In  terms  of  availability  in  higher  Mint  State  categor¬ 
ies,  1901-S  is  the  rarest,  followed  not  that  far  behind  the  1896-S 
(although  1896-S  values  do  not  reflect  this),  then  followed  by  a 
gap  on  any  chart  that  might  be  constructed,  then  1913-S. 
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1719  1901-S  G-4.  A  nice  example,  for  the  grade,  of  the  rare  1901-S. 


Gem  Proof  1902  Quarter 


1720  1902  Proof-65.  A  beautiful  piece  with  electric  blue  toning,  min¬ 

gled  on  the  obverse  with  areas  of  lilac.  One  of  the  finest  remain¬ 
ing  examples  from  an  original  Proof  mintage  of  just  777  pieces— 
sounds  like  a  lucky  number. 


Superb  1902-0  Quarter 


1721  1902-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen,  a  gem,  with  a  mixture  of  deli¬ 

cate  light  blue  and  lilac  toning,  somewhat  related  to  the  coin  just 
offered. 


Extraordinary  1902-S  Quarter 


1722  1902-S  MS-65.  A  coin  of  extraordinary  quality,  combining,  as  do 

so  many  coins  in  the  present  offering,  the  appeals  of  sharp  strike, 
gorgeous  toning  (in  this  instance  silver  gray  overlaid  with  whispers 
of  light  blue  and  gold),  excellent  planchet  quality,  and  outstand¬ 
ing  aesthetic  appeal.  And,  we  should  not  overlook  the  aspect  of 
rarity— for  in  this  grade  the  1902-S  in  indeed  elusive. 


Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 


1723  1903  Proof-65.  Light  heather  toning  on  the  obverse;  mingled  blue 

and  golden  toning  on  the  reverse.  Of  the  755  Proofs  minted,  few 
survivors  could  equal  this  one  today. 


1724  1903-0  AU-58.  Looked  at  casually,  it  appears  to  be  Mint  State, 

but  under  magnification  some  friction  is  evident.  Medium  gray- 
toned  surfaces. 


Gem  1903-S  Quarter 


1725  1903-S  MS-65.  Delicate  light  lilac  toning  on  the  obverse  is  accent¬ 

ed  by  wisps  of  blue  and  gold.  On  the  reverse  the  fields  are  most¬ 
ly  brilliant,  with  mottled  gold  and  gray  at  the  borders,  particu¬ 
larly  at  the  left.  In  this  condition,  the  1903-S  emerges  as  a  rarity. 
Here  is  another  outstanding  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist. 


Gem  Proof  1904  Quarter 


1726  1904  Proof-65.  The  obverse  is  toned  magenta  with  a  hint  of  blue— 

that  sunset  from  the  American  West  again,  but  a  few  minutes  later, 
colorwise,  than  that  described  earlier.  The  reverse  is  electric  blue. 
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Unsurpassable  1904-0  Quarter 


1727  1904-0  MS-65.  An  unsurpassable  specimen,  in  our  experience 

of  this  scarce  (in  MS-65  grade)  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Light 
gray  toning  overlaid  with  a  whisper  of  blue. 


Gem  Proof  1905  Quarter 


1728  1905  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  with  brilliant  fields  accented  by 

a  rainbow  of  mottled  iridescent  colors.  Proof  mintage  of  just  675 
pieces;  and  indeed,  all  the  Proof  mintages  of  this  era  are  quite  low. 


Beautiful  1905-0  Quarter 


1729  1905-0  MS-64  to  65.  Deeply  toned  a  variety  of  gunmetal  blue, 
iridescent,  and  golden  hues.  Quite  scarce  in  this  lofty  grade. 

1730  1905-0  MS-60.  A  duplicate.  Mottled  light  gray  and  golden  toning. 

1731  1905-S  AU-58/MS-60  reverse.  Brilliant  surfaces. 


Gem  Proof  1906  Quarter 


1732  1906  Proof-65.  Another  superb  Proof  coin,  this  one  with  steel  blue 

toning  on  the  obverse  mixed  with  hints  of  magenta.  The  reverse 
is  a  delightful  mixture  of  gold  and  delicate  blue.  Just  675  Proofs 
were  minted,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors. 


1733  1906-D  MS-60/63.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  light  gold¬ 
en  toning. 

This  represents  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  Denver  Mint.  In  1862,  the  United 
States  government  purchased  the  facilities  of  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.,  Denver  bankers, 
refiners,  assayers,  and  coiners,  intending  to  operate  the  facility  as  a  mint  to  strike  gold 
and  silver  found  in  the  area.  Indeed,  this  facility  was  known  as  the  Denver  Mint.  How¬ 
ever,  no  coinage  materialized  at  that  location.  Years  later,  another  structure  was  erect¬ 
ed,  and  in  1905  the  first  coining  presses  were  tested,  followed  by  regular  coinage  produc¬ 
tion  in  the  year  1906. 

1734  1906-D  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces. 


Superb  1906-0  Quarter 


1735  1906-0  MS-65.  Attractive  light  gray  and  delicate  blue  toning.  An 

outstanding  example  of  this  late  New  Orleans  Mint  coin. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  of  transaction  not  recorded. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Quarter 


1736  1907  Proof-65.  Light  champagne  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse. 

A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  and  rare  issue. 


Gem  1907-D  Quarter 


1737  1907-D  MS-65.  A  beautiful  specimen  with  deep  lilac  and  mottled 

gray  toning. 


1738  1907-D  AU-58/MS-60.  Mottled  light  golden  and  brown  toning. 
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1739  1907-0  MS-63/64.  Attractive  light  blue  and  lilac  toning. 


MS-64  1907-S  Quarter 


Mint-Selected  1908-0  Quarter 


1744  1908-0  MS-65.  A  superb  specimen  with  delicate  lilac,  blue,  and 

golden  toning. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Neio  Orleans  Mint  in  1908  by  Albert  F. 
Holden. 

At  the  time,  the  various  mints  would,  upon  application,  sell  coins  to  collectors.  How¬ 
ever,  except  for  Proofs  issued  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  very  few  collectors  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  this.  Certain  of  the  Clapp  Collection  coins,  which  later  were  acquired  by  Louis 
Eliasberg  and  which  were  featured  in  our  1982  auction,  had  direct-from-the-mint 
pedigrees  such  as  this,  as  have  a  few  other  pieces  which  have  appeared  on  the  market 
over  the  years— but,  apparently,  no  more  than  a  few  such  coins  exist. 


1740  1907-S  MS-64.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  mottled 

brown  and  blue  toning  at  the  borders.  Scarcest  of  the  four  1907 
Barber  quarter  mint  varieties. 


Gem  Proof  1908  Quarter 


1741  1908  Proof-65.  The  surfaces  have  light  blue  toning,  with  some  sun¬ 

set  magenta  on  the  obverse.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  of 
which  just  545  pieces  were  struck,  the  lowest  production  figure 
for  any  Proof  Barber  quarter  up  to  this  date. 


Superb  1908-D  Quarter 


1742  1908-D  MS-65.  Beautiful  lilac  and  mottled  gold  and  blue  toning. 

Although  this  is  not  a  rare  issue,  in  this  outstanding  condition, 
and  with  such  attractive  toning,  the  piece  is  certainly  a  prize. 


Gem  1908-S  Quarter 


1745  1908-S  MS-65.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning.  The  1908-S  is  quite 

scarce  in  this  grade,  indeed  rare.  A  prize  among  later  Barber 
quarters. 


Gem  Proof  1909  Quarter 


1746  1909  Proof-65.  Mostly  brilliant  fields  in  the  obverse  are  splashed 

with  light  blue  at  the  lower  left.  The  reverse  is  a  gorgeous  mix¬ 
ture  of  electric  blue  and  magenta. 


1743  1908-D  MS-60.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  gold. 
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Gem  1909-D  Quarter 


1747  1909-D  MS-65.  Beautiful  light  lilac,  blue,  and  gold  toning. 

Purchased  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  by  Albert  F.  Holden  in  1909. 


Outstanding  1909-S  Quarter 


1749  1909-S  MS-64/65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  light  gold¬ 

en  toning,  especially  around  the  borders.  Quite  elusive  in  this 
preservation. 

Obtained  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  by  Albert  F.  Holden 
in  1909. 


Key  1909-0  Quarter 


1748  1909-0  MS-65.  Light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  A  simply  superb 

example. 

1909-0,  the  last  Barber  quarter  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint, 
has  a  production  figure  of  just  784,000,  the  lowest  for  any  New 
Orleans  Mint  quarter  of  this  design  type.  Here  we  have  the  un¬ 
beatable  combination  of  superb  quality,  outstanding  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal,  rarity,  and,  as  noted  below,  pedigree. 

Obtained  directly  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1909  by  Albert  F. 
Holden. 


Gem  Proof  1910  Quarter 


1750  1910  Proof-65.  A  superb  gem,  virtually  if  not  completely  flawless. 

Beautiful,  delicate  lilac  and  blue  toning  characterizes  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  brilliant  but  accented  with  tinges  of  light  blue. 
Another  simply  fantastic  coin,  one  which  could  easily  be  assigned 
numbers  higher  than  what  we  indicate. 


1751  1910-D  MS-60.  Light  gray  and  golden  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1911  Quarter 


1752  1911  Proof-65.  Another  superb  gem  specimen,  this  piece  some¬ 

what  irregularly  toned,  with  splashes  of  mottled  blue  and  gold 
over  areas  of  brilliance,  with  the  upper  right  of  the  obverse  and 
lower  right  of  the  reverse  being  quite  bright.  Here  is  one  of  the 
very  finest  survivors  from  just  543  Proofs  minted  in  1911,  the 
lowest  Proof  mintage  figure  from  the  inception  of  the  Barber  type 
in  1892  until  the  date  this  piece  was  minted. 
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Superb  1911-D  Quarter 


1753  1911-D  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  overlaid  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  and  blue  toning.  Certainly  no  finer  1911-D  has 
ever  crossed  the  auction  block. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

Thomas  L.  Elder  was  one  of  the  most  colorful  professional  numismatists  the  hobby 
has  ever  known.  It  seemed  he  had  opinions  concerning  just  about  every  topic  and 
every  person.  If  someone  offended  him,  or  if  someone  was  late  in  paying  a  bill.  Elder 
did  not  hesitate  to  denounce  the  fact  at  one  of  his  auction  sales,  no  matter  who  was 
listening.  During  the  World  War  I  era.  Elder  issued  a  wide  profusion  of  satirical  and 
political  medals,  commenting  on  national  and  international  politics,  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association,  and  other  things  which  captured  his  interest.  A  detailed  study 
of  Elder's  medallic  productions  was  prepared  by  Tom  Delorey  and  published  in  The 
Numismatist  several  years  ago. 


Unusually  Fine  1911-S  Quarter 


1754  1911-S  MS-64/65.  A  few  contact  marks  on  the  portrait  of  Miss  Lib¬ 

erty  keep  this  from  an  overall  MS-65  grade.  Both  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  display  generous  areas  of  Prooflike  surface.  The  coin  is  bril¬ 
liant  for  the  most  part,  with  delicate  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders,  particularly  the  lower  reverse. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  in  June  1935. 


1755  1912  Proof-60  or  finer.  Lightly  dipped  and  cleaned,  but  sufficiently 

expertly  that  few  would  know.  Some  light  gray  toning  is  seen, 
particularly  on  the  obverse. 

From  Stack's,  September  1,  1953. 


Gem  Business  Strike  1912  25c 


1756  1912  MS-65.  A  superb  coin,  mostly  brilliant,  with  delicate  light 

mottled  blue  toning. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Exceptional  1912-S  Quarter 


1757  1912-S  MS-64  to  65.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  low-mintage 

San  Francisco  issue.  Seldom  seen  this  nice. 


Gem  Proof  1913  Quarter 


1758  1913  Proof-64/65.  A  very  attractive  specimen  which  exhibits  mot¬ 

tled  lilac,  blue,  and  iridescent  toning.  The  year  1913  represents 
the  lowest  business  strike  mintage  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber 
quarter,  a  situation  which  has  placed  additional  pressure  on  the 
small  remaining  supply  of  Proofs. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Superb  1913-D  Quarter 


1759  1913-D  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  suggestion  of 

light  toning.  Virtually  as  made. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 
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Classic  1913-S  Quarter 


1760  1913-S  MS-63/65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a  suggestion  of 

light  toning.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  one  of  the  great  classics 
in  the  series  and  an  issue  which,  indeed,  posts  the  lowest  mint¬ 
age  figure  (just  40,000  examples).  Refer  to  our  discussions  under 
the  other  two  key  Barber  quarters— 1896-S  and  1901-S— for  more 
information. 

The  acquisition  of  a  1913-S  has  always  been  a  high-water  mark 
for  the  specialist  in  the  series.  The  coin  offered  here  is  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  one. 

From  a  Mr.  Agneu  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Con¬ 
vention  in  Dallas,  Texas,  August  22,  1953. 


Important  1914  Proof  Quarter 


1761  1914  Proof-64/65.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  several  splashes  of  irides¬ 

cent  color  on  the  obverse. 

With  the  mintage  of  just  380  pieces,  the  1914  is  the  rarest  of  all 
Proof  coins  of  the  Barber  design  type.  Of  that  low  number,  few 
survivors  can  equal  the  quality  of  the  coin  offered  here. 

From  Stack's  on  November  1,  1953. 


Superb  Business  Strike  1914  25c 


1762  1914  MS-65.  An  outstanding  example  of  this  late  issue.  Brilliant 

surfaces  are  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  toning  flecks 
and  spots  are  noted  on  the  obverse. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Remarkable  1914-D  Quarter 


1763  1914-D  MS-65.  A  coin  of  remarkably  fine  quality.  The  obverse  is 

brilliant,  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning,  while  the  reverse  is 
fully  brilliant  and  approximates  what  it  must  have  looked  like  that 
long-ago  day  in  1914  when  it  was  struck. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Important  1914-S  Quarter 


1764  1914-S  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  ton¬ 

ing.  Several  darker  toning  flecks  are  seen  on  the  obverse.  The 
1914-S  is  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series  and  in 
MS-65  preservation  is  truly  a  sleeper.  Here  is  one  of  the  finest 
known  examples  of  one  of  the  very  rarest  of  20th-century  Barber 
quarter  dollars. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 
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Gem  Proof  1915  Quarter 


1765  1915  Proof-65/64.  A  superb  coin  in  every  respect.  The  obverse  is 

toned  a  delicate  mixture  of  gold  and  blue,  while  the  reverse  is 
nearly  fully  brilliant. 

The  1915  quarter  has  a  mintage  figure  of  just  450  coins,  second 
only  to  the  1914  in  terms  of  rarity. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


1766  1915-D  MS-63/65.  Some  contact  marks  on  the  portrait  keep  this 

from  an  overall  MS-65  classification.  Deeply  frosty,  brilliant 
surfaces. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Exceptional  1915-S  Quarter 


1767  1915-S  MS-64  to  65.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  of  this  late  San 

Francisco  quarter.  Mottled  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
characterizes  the  surfaces. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Twin  1916  Barber  Quarter 


1769  1916  Barber  quarter.  MS-65.  A  twin  to  the  preceding  in  virtually 

every  respect. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Exceptional  1916-D  Barber  Quarter 


1770  1916-D  Barber.  MS-64.  An  exceptional  example  of  an  issue  which 

typically  comes  heavily  bagmarked.  Mottled  light  blue  and  gold 
toning.  A  tiny,  darker  toning  fleck  is  noted  before  the  nose  (ton¬ 
ing,  not  corrosion).  As  is  the  case  with  any  coin  offered  here,  such 
a  piece  can  be  "dipped"  to  make  it  brilliant  and  frosty,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  elsewhere  in  the  coin  market  this  has  been  done  to  the 
majority  of  surviving  pieces.  One  refreshing  aspect  of  the  Nor- 
web  Collection  is  that  the  coins  have  attractive  toning  as  acquired 
over  a  period  of  many  decades.  Only  in  recent  times  have  numis¬ 
matists  realized  that  beautiful  toning  can  contribute  measurably 
to  the  value  of  a  coin.  It  is  unfortunate  that  this  realization  came 
at  such  a  late  time,  for  by  now  very  few  such  coins  exist. 

The  penchant  for  dipping  and  cleaning  coins  seems  to  have  had  its  rise  in  the  1950s, 
and  was  particularly  popular  in  the  1960s,  when  many  potions  and  other  prepara¬ 
tions  were  advertised  to  make  coins  more  brilliant— with  the  suggestion  that  "brilliant 
is  best"  and  that  such  coins  were  more  valuable.  Thus,  countless  beautifully  toned 
coins  were  dipped,  and  then  when  they  retoned,  they  were  dipped  again.  The  result 
is  a  numismatic  legacy  of  thousands  of  cleaned-looking,  cloudy  surfaced  coins  which 
likely  will  never  have  aesthetic  appeal. 

To  endeavor  to  put  together  a  nicely  toned  set  of  Uncirculated  and  Proof  Barber  quart¬ 
ers,  for  example,  is  not  an  exercise  in  futility— but  it  certainly  is  a  challenge,  and  we 
daresay  that  even  if  someone  were  to  buy  several  dozen  pieces  from  the  present  offer¬ 
ing,  a  complete  collection  would  still  require  a  number  of  years  to  finish. 


Unusually  Nice  1916  Barber  Quarter 


1768  1916  Barber.  MS-65.  An  unusually  nice  specimen  with  deep,  frosty 

fields.  The  obverse  displays  a  few  contact  marks  on  the  portrait, 
but  not  enough  to  exclude  it  from  the  MS-65  category,  while  the 
reverse  is  virtually  flawless.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  delicate  toning. 

The  1916  Barber  issue  is  very  difficult  to  find  in  this  grade,  for 
most  known  examples  are  heavily  laced  with  bagmarks.  The  same 
is  true,  by  the  way,  of  the  1916-D  Barber  quarter. 

From  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 
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Uncirculated  1916  Standing  Liberty 

Quarter 


1771  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  with  attrac¬ 

tive  amber  and  golden  toning.  A  lovely  example  of  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  all  20th-century  rarities.  Only  52,000  pieces  were 
minted. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  March  9,  1953. 

Created  by  one  of  America's  foremost  sculptors,  Hermon  A.  MacNeil.  This  design 
replaced  the  Liberty  Head  type  of  Charles  E.  Barber  which  had  been  employed  since 
1892.  Cornelius  Vermeule  in  his  excellent  reference  titled  Numismatic  Art  in  America, 
Aesthetics  of  the  United  States  Coinage,  describes  the  obverse  motif  as  featuring"  Mac- 
Neil's  concept  of  armed  Liberty,  uncovering  her  shield  and  holding  an  olive  branch 
like  the  riding  Victory  of  Roman  triumphal  reliefs  such  as  the  Columns  of  Trajan  or 
Marcus  Aurelius  and  imperial  coins  from  Vitellius  (A.D.  69)  to  Carcalla  (A.D.  215).' 
MacNeiTs  Liberty  was  "intended  to  express  the  awakening  of  the  country  to  the  need 
of  preparedness." 


1773  1917  Type  I.  MS-64.  Full  Head.  A  second  attractive  example  of 

this  date.  Pearl  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights.  There  are 
splashes  of  amber  toning  on  the  reverse  surface. 


1774  1917  Type  I.  MS-64.  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  with  smooth  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  Toned  in  appealing  shades  of  amber  and  gold. 
Some  trivial  carbon  flecks  on  the  reverse  keep  this  example  out 
of  the  gem  category. 

1775  1917  Type  I.  AU-55.  Full  Head.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Faint 
amber  toning  with  traces  of  iridescent  blue  at  the  obverse 
periphery. 


1776  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64.  Full  Head.  Well  struck  and  fully  lustrous. 

The  surfaces  have  light  champagne  toning  with  areas  of  amber 
toning  on  the  reverse.  Denver  Mint  examples  in  this  lofty  condi¬ 
tion  are  offered  at  auction  far  less  frequently  than  are  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  pieces. 


Gem  Quality  1917  Type  I  Quarter 


1772  1917  Type  I.  MS-65.  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty. 

The  obverse  is  brilliant  with  a  faint  suggestion  of  golden  toning 
on  the  rim  and  at  the  high  points.  The  reverse  has  a  whisper  of 
champagne  toning.  Infrequently  offered  in  such  outstanding  con¬ 
dition.  An  example  for  the  collector  who  demands  the  highest 
quality. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Type  I  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  were  only  issued 
in  the  years  1916  and  1917,  and  differ  dramatically  from  the  Type  II  quarters  which 
appeared  thereafter.  It  is  not  so  widely  known,  however,  that  there  are  subtle  differ¬ 
ences  in  design  which  distinguish  the  Type  I  issues.  On  the  1917  Type  I  quarters,  the 
small  shield  ornament  at  the  center  of  Miss  Liberty's  oval  shield  is  narrower  than  that 
on  the  quarters  of  1916,  and  the  bosses  at  the  periphery  of  this  shield  are  positioned 
somewhat  differently.  Many  of  the  leaves  on  the  laurel  branch  that  Liberty  holds  in 
her  right  hand  have  a  sharper  appearance  on  the  1917  pieces. 


1777  1917-S  Type  I.  MS-64.  Full  Head.  Light  golden  toning  on  smooth 

lustrous  surfaces.  Most  of  the  design  details  are  strongly  defined. 
Type  I  Standing  Liberty  quarters  were  issued  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  in  1917  only.  Catalogue  values  indicate  that  this  is  the 
most  highly  prized  Type  I  quarter  after  the  famous  1916. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


1778  1917-S  Type  I.  MS-64.  80%  Full  Head.  A  second  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample.  Warm  gray  toning  with  golden  highlights  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 
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1779  1917  Type  II.  MS-65.  95%  Full  Head.  Attractive  mottled  amber 

toning  on  both  surfaces  with  areas  of  deeper  toning  at  the  periph¬ 
ery  on  the  obverse.  Uncirculated  1917  Type  II  quarter  dollars  are 
offered  only  about  half  as  often  in  numismatic  auctions  as  the 
Type  I  examples. 

In  1917,  as  a  consequence  of  public  reaction  to  Miss  Liberty's  exposed  breast,  the 
quarter  dollar  design  was  modified.  On  the  obverse  of  this  new  type,  Liberty  is  modestly 
clothed  in  a  suit  of  mail,  there  are  subtle  changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  drapery, 
and  the  laurel  branch  is  shaped  differently.  On  the  reverse  the  eagle  has  been  raised 
in  the  field  and  three  stars  have  been  placed  beneath. 


1780  1917  Type  II.  MS-65.  95%  Full  Head.  Frosty  and  sharply  struck 

with  warm  golden  and  amber  toning.  Gem  examples  such  as  this 
are  very  elusive  and  constitute  only  a  tiny  proportion  of  those 
offered. 


1781  1917  Type  II.  MS-64.  90%  Full  Head.  Faint  golden  toning  com¬ 
plements  problem-free  satiny  surfaces.  A  very  choice  example. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  2,  1953. 

1782  1917-D  Type  II.  MS-60.  70%  Full  Head.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with 
golden  highlights.  A  very  attractive  example  for  the  grade.  On 
the  reverse  die,  a  break  extends  from  the  eagle's  breast  through 
the  D  in  DOLLAR  to  the  rim. 

From  "Lawrence"  on  January  22,  1953.  This  may  have  referred  to 
the  firm  of  the  Lawrence  Brothers  of  Anamosa,  Iowa,  which  published 
the  " Coin  Collector"  in  the  1950s. 


similar  to  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  The  details  of  Miss 
Liberty's  suit  of  mail  are  rather  sharply  defined. 

From  Numismatic  Gallery  on  February  10,  1953. 


Classic  1918/7-S 


1786  1918/7-S  MS-60.  A  nice  example.  The  surfaces  are  misted  with 

rich  amber  toning  and  the  overdate  feature  is  well  defined.  As 
the  undisputed  key  issue  of  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  series, 
it  is  highly  desired  in  all  grades.  This  high-grade  specimen  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  draw  spirited  bids. 


1787  1918-S  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning. 

From  Hollinbeck's  sale  of  January  31,  1953,  Lot  1078. 


1788  1919  MS-65.  Full  Head.  Lustrous,  warm  gray  surfaces  with  am¬ 
ber  and  golden  highlights.  An  impressive  example  for  the  quali¬ 
ty  conscious  bidder. 

1789  1919-D  MS-60.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  a  touch  of  golden  toning 
at  the  rims.  One  of  the  more  desirable  dates  in  the  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarter  series. 

From  Thomas  Elder  in  June  1935. 

The  Norwebs  tried  to  obtain  the  nicest  specimens  available,  and  consequently  even  speci¬ 
mens  with  technical  grades  such  as  this  usually  present  a  splendid  appearance. 


1783  1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65.  Full  Head.  Fully  lustrous,  warm  gray  sur¬ 
faces  are  enhanced  by  golden  color  at  the  high  points  and  on  the 
rims.  Despite  the  lower  catalogue  value,  San  Francisco  Type  II 
quarters  with  this  date  appear  less  frequently  at  auction  than  Type 
I  examples  of  the  same  year. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935  for  $1.10. 

1784  1918  MS-60.  80%  Full  Head.  Light,  even  champagne  toning  is 
present  on  both  surfaces.  A  remarkably  attractive  example  for  the 
grade. 

From  Hollinbeck's  sale  of  February  28,  1953,  Lot  1095. 

1785  1918-D  MS-60.  80%  Full  Head.  Fully  lustrous  with  coloration  very 


1790  1919-S  MS-60/63.  Satiny  surfaces  with  faint  champagne  toning. 

Traces  of  maroon  and  amber  are  present  on  the  obverse.  Anoth¬ 
er  elusive  issue  certain  to  attract  attention  from  serious  bidders! 
From  Numismatic  Gallery's  ANA  Convention  sale  of  August  1953. 
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1791  1920  MS-65.  Full  Head.  A  superb  example.  The  frosty,  problem- 

free  fields  have  attractive  mottled  amber  toning.  The  bosses  on 
Miss  Liberty's  shield  are  exceptionally  well  defined.  Although  Un¬ 
circulated  quarters  with  this  date  appear  with  some  frequency, 
gem-quality  examples  are  very  difficult  to  find. 


1792  1920-D  MS-65.  Frosty  with  brilliant  centers  and  light  gold  at  the 

borders.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Uncirculated  examples  of  this 
issue  appear  at  auction  about  as  infrequently  as  the  more  highly 
prized  1919-D. 


1793  1920-D  MS-65.  A  second  lovely  example.  Toned  in  varied  hues 

of  gray  and  gold.  Certain  to  be  appreciated  by  the  connoisseur. 


1797  1921  MS-64.  Full  Head.  Sharply  struck  with  most  details  rather 

well  defined.  Miss  Liberty's  shield  is  particularly  notable  in  this 
regard.  The  surfaces  are  golden  and  fully  lustrous.  An  exceptional 
example  for  the  collector  who  seeks  high  quality. 


1798  1923  MS-64.  90%  Full  Head.  Satiny  with  coloration  very  similar 

to  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot.  The  details  of  Miss  Liberty's  coat 
of  mail  are  rather  sharp. 


1799  1923-S  MS-60.  80%  Full  Head.  Fully  lustrous  with  areas  of  light 

champagne  toning  on  the  brilliant  surfaces.  A  desirable  issue  that 
carries  a  heavy  premium  in  all  grades  of  condition.  Certain  to 
see  spirited  bidding  on  the  auction  floor! 

From  Hollinbeck's  sale  of  January  31,  1953,  Lot  801. 


1794  1920-D  MS-64.  90%  Full  Head.  Well  struck  with  Miss  Liberty's 

hand,  foot  and  shield  showing  well  above  average  detail  defini¬ 
tion.  Warm  amber  and  golden  coloration. 


1795  1920-S  MS-60.  90%  Full  Head.  Rich  champagne  toning  overlies 

warm  gray  surfaces.  Areas  of  deeper  toning  are  present  at  the 
reverse  border. 


1796  1921  MS-65.  Full  Head.  A  gem  example.  The  smooth,  satiny  sur¬ 

faces  are  toned  in  mottled  shades  of  blue  and  gold.  Popular  with 
collectors  because  it  has  a  lower  mintage  than  any  other  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Standing  Liberty  quarter  issued  after  1916. 


1800  1924  MS-65.  Frosty,  medium  gray  surfaces  with  golden  highlights. 

Not  rare  as  a  date  but  difficult  to  find  as  nice  as  this. 

From  Tom  Elder  on  June  22,  1936. 


1801  1924-D  MS-64.  Full  mint  lustre.  The  brilliant  surfaces  have  the 

faintest  trace  of  champagne  toning. 
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1802  1924-S  MS-63/65.  Full  Head.  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 

ter  with  amber  toning  at  the  periphery.  The  reverse  has  splashes 
of  amber  coloration  and  tinges  of  iridescent  blue.  An  elusive  is¬ 
sue  in  this  condition. 

Acquired  on  May  30,  1953. 


1803  1925  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  with  light  champagne  toning.  A  very 

attractive  coin  for  the  grade.  The  first  issue  bearing  the  new  re¬ 
cessed  date  style  obverse  used  through  1930. 

From  Hollinbeck's  sale  of  January  31,  1953,  Lot  804. 


1804  1926  MS-60.  A  whisper  of  faint  golden  toning  on  satiny  surfaces. 

From  Neiu  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  2,  1953. 


1805  1926-D  MS-63.  A  choice  specimen  with  surfaces  and  coloration 

very  similar  to  the  coin  in  the  preceding  lot.  Some  carbon  spots 
are  noted  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  This  issue  is  offered  fair¬ 
ly  frequently  in  Uncirculated  grade,  but  choice  examples  such  as 
this  are  in  the  minority. 

From  Hollinbeck's  sale  of  January  31,  1953,  Lot  804. 


1806  1926-S  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  scarce  date  which  appears 

at  auction  in  Uncirculated  grade  only  a  few  times  a  year. 

From  A.J.  Fink  on  March  20,  1953. 


1807  1927  MS-63/65.  80%  Full  Head.  A  pleasing  piece  with  attractive 

satiny  surfaces.  There  is  a  trace  of  light  mottled  toning  near  the 
periphery  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  1927  quarters  with  good 
head  detail  are  quite  elusive. 


1808  1927-D  AU-58.  90%  Full  Head.  An  attractive,  lustrous  piece  with 
a  whisper  of  light  champagne  toning. 


1809  1927-S  MS-63/64.  A  gorgeous  example  of  this  popular  and  scarce 

issue.  This  coin  exhibits  beautiful  satiny  lustre  complemented  by 
pale  golden  orange  toning. 

The  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  quarter  is  second  only  to  the  fabled  1916  in  terms  of 
low  net  mintage.  This  issue  is  much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  mintage  figures  would 
indicate,  and  is  aggressively  sought  by  Standing  Liberty  collectors. 

Just  eight  Choice  Uncirculated  specimens  have  appeared  at  public  auction  sale  in 
the  past  three  years! 


1810  1928  MS-65.  95%  Full  Head.  This  coin  is  exceedingly  well  struck 

with  virtually  complete  head  detail,  a  full,  sharp  shield  and  nice 
definition  on  the  eagle's  breast  feathers.  Toned  attractive  silver 
gray,  pale  orange,  and  violet  over  superb  satiny  surfaces.  Wor¬ 
thy  of  a  premium  bid. 


Unappreciated  MS-64  1928-D  25c 


1811  1928-D  MS-64.  80%  Full  Head.  No  MS-64  or  better  examples  of 

this  issue  have  crossed  the  auction  block  in  the  past  three  years! 
This  piece  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the  issue.  Beautiful,  origi¬ 
nal  full  mint  frost  and  lustre  is  highlighted  by  light  champagne 
iridescence.  Extremely  elusive  in  this  high  state  of  preservation. 


1812  1928-S  MS-64/65.  Gorgeous  full  mint  brilliance  and  lustre.  An  out¬ 
standing,  original  example  of  the  issue. 

1813  1929  MS-63  Full  Head.  Subdued  natural  mint  frost  toned  in  warm 
gray  and  light  golden  hues.  Well  struck. 

1814  1929-D  MS-60/63.  Breathtakingly  beautiful  full  mint  brilliance.  Very 
nice  eye  appeal. 


1815  1929-S  MS-64/65.  95%  Full  Head.  Beautiful  frosty  lustre  comple¬ 

ments  satinlike  surfaces.  This  piece  would  make  an  exceptional 
addition  to  a  high-quality  Standing  Liberty  collection. 

Standing  Liberty  quarters  in  strict,  original  Choice  and  Gem  Uncirculated  condi¬ 
tion  are  not  as  readily  available  as  collectors  may  think.  Many  of  the  coins  offered  have 
been  dipped,  cleaned,  or  otherwise  tampered  with  at  some  point.  The  coins  in  this 
present  catalogue  are  free  of  these  "problems."  The  aesthetic  appeal  of  these  coins  is 
worth  a  premium  in  itself.  We  encourage  you  to  take  advantage  of  this  seldom- 
encountered  opportunity.  Once  these  pieces  are  sold,  they  are  sure  to  remain  in  pri¬ 
vate  hands  for  quite  some  time. 


1816  1930  MS-65.  A  sharply  struck,  fully  lustrous  example  which  has 

acquired  old-time  fiery  orange  and  pale  gray  toning  over  the  years. 
Another  beautiful,  strictly  original  piece. 
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1817  1930-S  MS-65/64.  90%  Full  Head.  Exquisite  satiny  lustre  toned 
silver  gray,  lilac,  and  gold.  Last-year-of-issue  in  the  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarter  series. 

Washington  Quarters 

1818  Outstanding  collection  of  Washington  quarters  from  1932  through 
1970.  The  set  grades  MS-63  to  65,  with  many  of  the  coins  grad¬ 
ing  MS-63  or  better,  except  for  the  1932- S,  as  noted.  Also  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  set  are  Proof  issues  grading  Proof-63  to  65,  with  most 
of  the  coins  grading  Proof-65.  The  following  key  dates  are  grad¬ 
ed  as  follows:  1932-D  MS-64,  attractive  deep  iridescent  toning; 
1932- S  MS-60  to  63.  Mostly  brilliant;  1936-D  MS-63  to  64;  1937-S 
MS-64;  1938-S  MS-64;  1939-S  MS-63.  Attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  The  following  Proof  issues  are  contained:  1937;  1938;  1939; 
1940;  1941;  1942;  1950;  1951;  1952;  1953;  1954;  1955;  1956;  1957; 
1958;  1959;  1960;  1961;  1962;  1963;  1964;  1968-S;  1969-S;  and 
1970-S.  An  extremely  nice,  high-quality  offering.  The  coins  are 
housed  in  a  brown  Dansco  album.  (Total:  96  pieces) 

1819  Extensive  offering  of  Washington  quarters  from  1932  through 
1982-S.  The  coins  grade  MS-63  to  65  and  Proof-63  to  65.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  dates  are  contained:  1932;  1937;  1950  Proof;  1951;  1952  (2). 
One  is  a  Proof,  the  other  a  business  strike;  1952-D;  1952-S;  1953; 
1954  (4).  Two  Proofs  and  two  business  strikes;  1954-D  (2);  1954-S 
(2);  1955  (11);  1955  Proof-65.  One  is  a  piece  given  to  the  Assay 
Commission  February  1955;  1955-D  (2);  1956-D;  1957  (2);  1957-D; 
1958  (4);  1958-D  (3);  1959  (3).  Two  business  strikes,  one  Proof; 
1959-D;  1960  (3).  Two  Proofs  and  one  business  strike;  1961  (2). 
One  Proof,  one  business  strike;  1962;  1962  (2)  Proof;  1963  (3).  One 
piece  is  a  Proof;  1963-D;  1964  (4).  One  Proof,  the  rest  business 
strikes;  1964-D  (2);  1965;  1966  (3);  1967;  1968-S  Proof;  1969;  1969-D; 
1970;  1970-D;  1971;  1971-D;  1971-S  (2)  both  are  Proofs;  1972;  1972-D; 
1972- S  Proof;  1973;  1973-D;  1973-S  Proof;  1976;  1976-D;  1976-S  (2). 
One  Proof  and  one  business  strike;  1977;  1977-D;  1977-S  Proof; 
1978  (2);  1978-D  (2);  1978-S  Proof;  1979  (2);  1979-D  (2);  1979-S  Proof; 
1980;  1980-D;  1981;  1981-D;  1981-S  (2).  Both  are  Proofs;  1982-S 
(2).  Both  are  Proofs.  (Total:  115  pieces) 


Trade  Dollars 


We  are  pleased  to  present  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  of  trade  dollars.  This  collection  is  complete,  with  many 
date  and  mintmark  varieties  being  represented  by  examples 
of  truly  exceptional  quality.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  are 
nearly  all  Proofs,  mostly  gem  specimens.  Included  is  an  en¬ 
tire  run  of  the  Proof-only  issues  produced  from  1879  through 
1885,  featuring  specimens  of  both  the  legendary  1884  and 
1885.  The  two  most  elusive  branch  mint  issues,  the  1873-CC 
and  1878-CC,  are  both  represented  by  high-grade  examples. 
This  historic  offering  is  certain  to  be  a  landmark  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  American  numismatics. 

The  trade  dollar  was  authorized  by  the  Mint  Act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  12,1873.  It  was  intended  for  use  in  the  Oriental  trade. 
In  the  1870s  Western  mining  operations  were  producing  more 


silver  than  was  required  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  American 
public.  It  was  reasoned  that  if  this  excess  metal  was  coined 
in  a  form  acceptable  in  China,  where  silver  was  highly 
prized,  it  would  provide  an  additional  outlet  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  supply.  Moreover,  a  trade  dollar  was  expected  to  be  very 
convenient  for  American  importers  of  Chinese  goods  who 
were  often  compelled  to  pay  high  premiums  for  Mexican  pe¬ 
sos  which  were  then  readily  acceptable  in  China. 


Gem  1873  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


1820  1873  Proof-64.  Deeply  reflective  fields  with  sharply  contrasting 

cameo  devices.  A  needle-sharp  strike  with  all  details  strongly  de¬ 
fined.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant  with  splashes  of  blue  and  amber 
toning.  Some  light  hairlines  keep  this  piece  out  of  the  gem  cate¬ 
gory.  One  of  only  865  Proof  examples  coined. 


1821  1873-CC  AU-55.  Light  gray  toning  with  golden  coloration  in  areas 
where  the  original  mint  lustre  is  intact.  Surveys  of  auction  cata¬ 
logues  indicate  that  this  is  one  of  the  two  most  elusive  high-grade 
branch  mint  trade  dollars.  The  1878-CC  appears  to  be  slightly 
scarcer.  In  some  years  only  two  or  three  high-grade  examples  are 
offered  at  auction. 

Family  records  indicate  that  this  zoas  acquired  from  one  of  the  Chap¬ 
man  brothers  on  November  8,  1908. 

1822  1873-S  AU-55.  Fully  brilliant  with  mint  lustre  around  the  stars, 
letters  and  other  protected  areas. 

1823  1873-S  EF-45.  Light  champagne  toning. 

From  Lyman  Low  on  May  10,  1909  for  $0.85. 

On  July  22,  1876  the  legal  tender  status  of  trade  dollars  was  revoked  by  Congress. 
Subsequently  they  were  often  heavily  discounted.  This  explains  why  Albert  Holden, 
Mrs.  Norwebs  father,  was  able  to  acquire  this  example  for  a  price  below  face  value. 
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1824  1874  Proof-65.  An  exquisite  example.  The  surfaces  are  toned  in 

lovely  shades  of  blue,  violet,  and  gold.  The  devices  are  strongly 
detailed.  A  planch et  irregularity  is  noted  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty's 
knee,  but  is  barely  noticeable  without  magnification. 


Gem  Proof  1874  Trade  Dollar 


Gem  Proof  1876  Trade  Dollar 


1830  1876  Proof-65.  Coppery  amber,  light  blue,  and  violet  toning  com¬ 

plement  the  pleasing  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  devices.  A  tiny 
spot  at  the  inner  point  of  the  ninth  star  on  the  obverse  is  noted. 
One  of  only  1,150  Proofs  coined. 


1825  1874-CC  AU-50.  Champagne  toning  with  splashes  of  amber,  vio¬ 
let,  and  baby  blue.  The  reverse  is  partially  prooflike. 

From  one  of  the  Chapman  brothers  on  November  20,  1908. 

1826  1874- S  VF-20. 

From  William  Hesslein  on  April  5,  1909. 


Gem  Proof  1875  Trade  Dollar 


1827  1875  Proof-65.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  areas  of  iridescent  blue, 

violet,  and  amber  toning.  A  beautifully  preserved  example  without 
hairlines  or  other  defects  which  detract  from  the  appearance  of 
so  many  Proofs  issued  during  the  19th  century.  One  of  only  700 
Proofs  produced  in  this  year. 

In  this  year  and  in  subsequent  years  Proofs  seen  have  rather  soft  definition  in  the 
curls  over  Miss  Liberty's  ear.  It  may  be  that  this  weakness  is  due  to  lack  of  definition 
in  the  dies  rather  than  softness  in  striking. 


1828  1875-CC  VF-30. 

1829  1875-S  EU45.  Splashes  of  amber  and  violet  toning  on  gray  surfaces. 


1831  1876-CC  MS-60.  A  semiprooflike  specimen,  with  splashes  of  gold¬ 

en  brown  toning.  Far  scarcer  in  high  grades  than  either  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  or  San  Francisco  Mint  issues.  In  some  years  no  more 
than  one  or  two  examples  in  Uncirculated  grade  have  appeared 
at  auction. 

From  William  Hesslein  in  1909. 


Superb  1876-S  Trade  Dollar 


1832  1876-S  MS-65.  A  fully  lustrous  gem  specimen.  Misted  with  light 

gray  and  golden  brown  toning  with  ample  mint  brilliance  visa- 
ble  beneath.  The  devices  are  nearly  as  sharp  as  those  seen  on 
Proofs.  Although  this  is  not  a  rare  issue  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
gem-quality  examples  such  as  this  are  certainly  in  the  minority. 

From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  fames  B.  Wilson  Collection,  October 
1908. 
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Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


1840  1879  Proof-65.  Beautiful  mirror  fields  and  razor-sharp  cameo 

devices.  The  surfaces  have  lovely  champagne  toning  with  areas 
of  blue  and  violet.  In  terms  of  eye  appeal,  one  of  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive  trade  dollars  to  be  offered  in  this  sale.  Only  1,541  examples 
of  this  Proof-only  issue  were  minted. 


Uncirculated  1878-CC  Trade 
Dollar  Rarity 


1838  1878-CC  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  light  golden  toning  and  traces 

of  mint  brilliance.  Regarded  as  the  rarest  trade  dollar  issue  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade,  edging  out  the  1873-CC  in  this  regard.  A  sur¬ 
vey  of  several  editions  of  Auction  Prices  Realized  by  Krause  Publi¬ 
cations,  Inc.  indicates  that  Uncirculated  examples  are  seldom 
offered  at  auction  more  than  once  or  twice  a  year.  In  many  years 
no  Mint  State  pieces  appear  at  all.  It  is  likely  that  the  1878-CC 
is  a  Rarity-6  item  in  high  grades.  This  example  is  fully  lustrous 
with  light  golden  toning  and  traces  of  mint  brilliance.  It  may  be 
years  before  such  an  attractive  specimen  again  becomes  available. 


Choice  Proof  1877  Trade  Dollar 


Gem  1878  Proof  Trade  Dollar 


1837  1878  Proof-65.  The  first  of  the  Proof-only  issues  produced  in  the 

trade  dollar  series.  No  business  strikes  were  made  of  this  varie¬ 
ty.  The  surfaces  have  faint  champagne  toning  with  splashes  of 
amber  at  the  center  and  areas  of  blue  and  violet  at  the  periphery. 
The  design  details  are  sharp.  The  surfaces  are  remarkably  smooth 
and  virtually  free  of  imperfections.  An  example  for  the 
connoisseur! 


1833  1877  Proof-63  to  64.  Glittering  deep  mirror  surfaces  with  traces 
of  iridescent  blue  and  violet  toning  at  the  periphery.  The  devices 
are  sharply  defined  and  lustrous.  A  shallow  abrasion  or  planchet 
irregularity  is  present  on  the  obverse  extending  from  the  laurel 
branch  towards  Miss  Liberty's  foot.  A  few  light  hairlines  are  not¬ 
ed  on  the  reverse.  Only  510  Proofs  were  coined  in  this  year;  the 
lowest  Proof  coinage  for  this  denomination  prior  to  1884. 

1834  1877  AU-55.  Attractively  toned  in  mottled  shades  of  violet,  blue 
and  gold.  A  pleasing  glossy  example  with  much  mint  lustre 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  in  the  protected  areas. 


1839  1878-S  MS-60/63.  The  brilliant  surfaces  lightly  splashed  with  amber 

toning.  The  fields  have  considerable  prooflike  character,  and  the 
devices  are  nearly  as  sharply  defined  as  on  Proof  examples. 
From  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  Wilson  Collection,  October  1908. 


1835  1877-CC  MS-60.  An  exceptionally  attractive  example  with  rich  gold¬ 
en  toning  on  pearl  gray  surfaces.  The  reverse  has  considerable 
prooflike  character.  Most  design  details  are  strongly  defined,  es¬ 
pecially  on  the  reverse.  In  many  years  fewer  than  five  Uncircu¬ 
lated  examples  appear  at  auction. 

From  Elmer  Sears  on  November  12,  1909. 

1836  1877-S  MS-60  to  63.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  blue  toning  on 
brilliant  surfaces.  Lustrous  and  sharply  struck. 
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Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1841  1880  Proof-65.  A  blazing  gem.  The  fields  are  immaculate  and  have 

the  faintest  suggestion  of  golden  toning  with  a  tinge  of  violet  at 
the  upper  portion  of  the  obverse  rim.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
frosty.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  a  nicer  example  could  exist! 
One  of  only  1,987  pieces  minted. 

From  Milfred  Bolender  on  June  29,  1935. 


Gem  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


1844  1882  Proof-65.  A  magnificent  glittering  gem.  Many  of  the  coins 

we  have  graded  as  Proof-65,  would  be  graded  as  MS-67  by  others. 
This  piece  is  an  excellent  example;  careful  inspection  reveals  only 
a  few  microscopic  imperfections.  Toned  in  breathtaking  shades 
of  amber,  violet,  and  blue.  An  example  worthy  of  the  finest  cabi¬ 
net  of  19th-century  Proof  issues.  One  of  only  1,097  pieces  issued 
in  this  year. 


1842  1880  Proof-60.  Attractive  iridescent  blue  and  violet  toning  at  the 

centers  with  areas  of  gold  at  the  periphery.  Some  hairlines  are 
preventing  us  from  assigning  a  higher  grade. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Trade  Dollar 


1843  1881  Proof-64/65.  Lovely  mottled  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet 

toning  with  traces  of  mint  brilliance.  The  mirrorlike  fields  con¬ 
trast  sharply  with  the  well-defined,  lustrous  devices.  Only  960 
examples  of  this  Proof-only  issue  were  minted. 


Gem  Proof  1883  Trade  Dollar 


1845  1883  Proof-65.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deeply  mirrored  fields 

and  richly  lustrous  devices.  The  surfaces  are  virtually  immacu¬ 
late  and  very  pleasing.  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with 
violet  and  blue-green  toning  at  the  periphery.  The  reverse  has 
lovely  violet  and  blue-green  toning.  One  of  the  most  attractive 
trade  dollars  in  the  present  offering.  One  of  only  979  pieces 
minted. 


Choice  Proof  1883  Trade  Dollar 


1846  1883  Proof-63/65.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  devices  and  highly 

reflective  fields.  The  surfaces  have  lovely  champagne  toning  with 
lovely  iridescent  blue  and  violet  near  the  borders. 
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The  Legendary  1884  and  1885  Trade  Dollars 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  offer  for  sale  two  high¬ 
lights  of  the  Norweb  Collection:  the  legendary  trade  dol¬ 
lars  of  1884  and  1885. 

The  first  coin,  the  1884,  is  a  landmark  issue  in  a  league 
with  certain  other  famous  American  rarities,  including 
the  1894-S  dime,  1827  Original  quarter  dollar,  and  1804 
silver  dollar,  all  of  which,  by  the  way,  exist  in  slightly 
greater  numbers  than  does  the  1884. 

The  1885  trade  dollar  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  Ameri¬ 
can  rarities.  Just  five  specimens  are  known,  making  it 
rarer  than  the  1787  Brasher  doubloon,  about  three  times 
rarer  than  the  1804  dollar,  and  nearly  on  a  par  with  the 
1822  half  eagle. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  neither  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  nor  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  pos¬ 
sessors  of  two  of  the  finest  cabinets  of  American  coins 
ever  assembled,  have  either  an  1884  or  an  1885  trade  dol¬ 
lar.  Concerning  the  1885  trade  dollar  in  particular,  the 
same  can  be  said  for  virtually  every  other  collection  in 
existence,  public  or  private,  for  apart  from  the  piece  of¬ 
fered  here,  just  four  coins  are  believed  to  exist. 

We  turn  our  attention  first  to  the  trade  dollars  bearing 
the  date  1884,  although  much  of  the  discussion  is  also 
pertinent  to  the  1885  pieces.  The  existence  of  the  1884 
trade  dollar  was  not  public  knowledge  until  1908  when 
J.W.  Haseltine,  a  well-known  Philadelphia  coin  dealer, 
offered  a  group  of  six  specimens  for  sale.  Prior  to  this 
time,  the  numismatic  fraternity  had  only  been  aware  of 
copper  strikings  (see:  Judd-1732).  The  existence  of  sil¬ 
ver  examples  had  long  been  suspected,  however,  and 
rumors  had  circulated  to  this  effect  as  early  as  1884. 

In  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  November  1909 
edition  of  The  Numismatist,  Farran  Zerbe  stated  that  only 
10  pieces  were  struck.  In  addition  to  the  group  of  six 
pieces  in  the  possession  of  John  Haseltine,  one  belonged 
to  A.M.  Smith,  and  another  was  in  the  collection  of  an 
unnamed  collector.  Two  specimens,  out  of  the  10  report¬ 
ed,  were  unaccounted  for. 

It  has  been  written  that  shortly  after  the  1884  dollars 


made  their  appearance,  Virgil  Brand,  the  famous  Chica¬ 
go  collector,  developed  an  enthusiastic  interest  in  the  is¬ 
sue,  and  ended  up  buying  five  or  six  different  pieces. 
Unfortunately,  we  are  now  unable,  with  certainty,  to 
trace  any  specific  examples  to  his  collection. 

Occasionally  it  is  noted  in  auction  catalogues  that  264 
pieces  bearing  this  date  were  reported  by  the  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor  for  1884.  It  is  sometimes  hypothesized  that  of  this 
mintage  254  examples  subsequently  were  melted  leav¬ 
ing  as  the  remainder  the  10  reported  in  Zerbe's  article. 
Walter  Breen  in  an  informative  article,  published  in  The 
Numismatist  in  July  1952,  points  out  that  the  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor's  report  for  1884  covered  the  fiscal  year  which  began 
on  July  1,  1883,  and  argues  convincingly  that  the  pieces 
reported  were  actually  coins  dated  1883.  In  the  same  ar¬ 
ticle  Breen  reports  that  none  of  the  surviving  coiner's 
reports  for  1884  or  1885  make  mention  of  any  Proof  trade 
dollars  being  produced. 

Current  opinion  is  that  both  the  1884  and  1885  trade 
dollars  are  "pieces  de  caprice,"  very  much  like  the  Class 
III  1804  dollar  and  the  1913  Liberty  nickel.  According  to 
Walter  Breen's  encyclopedia  on  Proof  coins,  J.W.  Hasel- 
tine's  supply  of  six  1884  trade  dollars  was  from  the  es¬ 
tate  of  his  father-in-law,  William  Idler,  who,  it  is  thought, 
acquired  them  from  friends  in  the  Mint's  coining  depart¬ 
ment.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  other  exam¬ 
ples  of  1884  originated  from  the  same  source. 

The  1885  trade  dollar  seems  not  to  have  received  as 
much  attention  from  numismatic  scholars  despite  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  rarer  issue.  It  is  generally  believed  that 
these,  like  the  1884  examples,  were  found  by  John  Hasel¬ 
tine  when  going  through  William  Idler's  estate.  Only  five 
pieces  are  reported  as  having  been  produced,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  more  than  this  exist.  The 
1885  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  American  numismatic 
classics. 

In  the  following  two  lots  we  present  examples  of  the 
legendary  trade  dollars  of  1884  and  1885  together  with 
updated  pedigree  listings  of  known  specimens. 


-  108  - 


The  Memorable  Norweb-Farouk  1884  Trade  Dollar 


Lot  1 847 
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The  Memorable  Norweb- 

One  of  Possibly  11 


1847  1884  Proof-60  to  63.  420.8  grains.  A  lovely  specimen!  Sharply  struck 

and  brilliant  with  very  faint  traces  of  golden  toning.  The  fields 
are  mirrorlike  and  the  cameo  devices  are  satiny.  This  example 
would  be  worth  a  much  higher  grade  if  not  for  the  presence  of 
some  light  hairlines  on  both  surfaces. 

Collectors  desiring  an  example  of  this  prized  issue  are  presented 
with  an  excellent  opportunity.  Certain  of  the  nicer  pieces,  such 
as  the  one  we  are  offering  here,  have  remained  in  the  cabinets 
of  advanced  collectors  for  many  years.  It  is  likely  that  this  exam¬ 
ple  will  not  be  offered  again  for  years  to  come. 

It  has  been  a  tradition  of  American  numismatics  since  the  ear¬ 
ly  20th  century  that  only  10  examples  were  coined,  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  illustrations  of  1884  trade  dollars  in  numismatic  auction 
catalogues,  together  with  available  pedigree  information,  seems 
to  indicate  that  11  specimens  may  exist.  However,  the  present  sta¬ 
tus  of  coin  No.  3  is  not  known,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  another  listing,  thus  making  10  specimens  known. 

What  follows  is  a  census  of  the  different  specimens  of  the  1884 
trade  dollar,  updating  Walter  Breen's  list  which  appeared  in  his 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  1722-1977.  The 
presently  offered  example  is  enumerated  first. 

1)  The  Norweb  coin.  From  Sotheby's  sale  of  the  King  Farouk 
Collection,  February  1954,  Lot  1679.  This  specimen  is  not  enumer¬ 
ated  in  Breen's  list,  unless  it  is  a  reappearance  of  the  coin  for¬ 
merly  in  the  Dunham  Collection. 

2)  The  Menjou-Baldenhofer-Fairbanks-Wolson-Carlson/Shipkey 
coin. 


Farouk  1884  Trade  Dollar 


Known  Specimens 


3)  The  Dunham  coin.  According  to  Walter  Breen's  records  this 
piece  was  present  in  a  Philadelphia  estate  subsequent  to  the  sale 
of  the  Dunham  collection.  Has  it  been  offered  at  auction  since 
then? 

4)  The  Eliasberg  coin. 

5)  The  Anderson-Dupont  coin.  Auctioned  by  Stack's  in  their 
sale  of  November  11,  1954,  Lot  2652. 

6)  The  Amon  Carter  coin.  Believed  by  Stack's  to  be  from  Mehl's 
sale  of  the  Roe  Collection,  June  1945,  Lot  627.  This  specimen  re¬ 
cently  appeared  in  Stack's  sale  of  the  Amon  Carter  Collection, 
January  1984,  Lot  440. 

7)  The  Neil-Pelletreau-NERCG-Simons  coin.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  example  was  also  in  the  Roe  and  Atwater  collections. 
Possibly  the  same  piece  auctioned  by  Hanks  and  Associates  in 
their  sale  of  April  1985,  Lot  351. 

8)  The  Olsen-Ewalt-Emmons  coin.  This  specimen  appeared  in 
Steve  Ivy's  1980  ANA  Convention  sale,  August  1980,  Lot  2643,  ; 
and  again  more  recently  in  RARCOA's  portion  of  Auction  '84,  Lot 
1809. 

9)  Stack's  1976  ANA  Convention  sale  coin.  Part  of  a  Proof  set 
offered  as  Lot  723  in  that  sale.  Only  the  obverse  was  illustrated. 

10)  The  Marks-Herstal  coin.  Formerly  from  an  old  Chicago  es¬ 
tate  (Virgil  Brand?). 

11)  The  Arnold/Romisa  Auction  coin.  Lot  2342  in  our  sale  of 
September  1984.  No  provenance  information  is  available  for  this 
piece.  Evidently  unlisted  by  Breen  unless  it  is  a  reappearance  of 
the  Dunham  specimen. 
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The  Fabulous  Norweb-Farouk  1885  Trade  Dollar 


Lot  1848 
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1848 


1 


The  Fabulous  Norweb-Farouk  1885  Trade  Dollar 


One  of  Five  Known  Specimens 


1885  Proof-60  to  63.  An  attractive  sharply  struck  example  with 
nearly  all  details  strongly  defined.  The  fully  lustrous  devices  beau¬ 
tifully  complement  the  reflective  fields.  The  obverse  is  brilliant 
with  splashes  of  amber  and  gray  toning.  The  reverse  has  a  sug¬ 
gestion  of  golden  brown  around  the  letters  and  the  central  de¬ 
vice.  This  example  would  deserve  the  Proof-65  classification  if  not 
for  the  presence  of  light  hairlines. 

Truly  a  great  rarity,  the  1885  trade  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
prized  issues  in  American  numismatics.  It  terms  of  rarity,  it  is 
about  three  times  rarer  than  the  1804  silver  dollar  and  is  even 
rarer  than  the  1787  Brasher  doubloon. 

Below  is  an  list  of  examples  of  the  1885  trade  dollar  updating 
Walter  Breen's  census.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  enumer¬ 
ated  first. 

1)  The  Norweb  coin.  From  Sotheby's  sale  of  the  King  Farouk 
Collection,  February  1954,  Lot  1680.  Said  by  Breen  to  have  been 


in  the  Atwater  Collection. 

2)  The  Menjou-Baldenhofer-NERCG  coin. 

3)  The  Green-Johnson-Roe-Amon  Carter  coin.  Recently  in 
Stack's  sale  of  the  Amon  Carter  Jr.  Collection,  January  1984,  Lot 
441,  to  Kevin  Lipton,  and  subsequently  in  Superior's  section  of 
Auction  '84,  Lot  192. 

4)  The  Clapp-Eliasberg  coin. 

5)  The  Olsen-Ewalt-Young  coin.  In  RARCOA's  section  of  the  Auc¬ 
tion  '80  sale,  Lot  1626,  and  subsequently  in  the  same  firm's  sec¬ 
tion  of  Auction  '84,  Lot  1810. 

This  great  rarity  stands  as  one  of  the  most  important  Ameri¬ 
can  coins  to  cross  the  auction  block  in  recent  times,  and  as  one 
of  the  foremost  highlights  of  the  Norweb  Collection.  It  has  been 
off  the  market  since  1954,  34  years  ago.  Once  sold,  it  may  be  an¬ 
other  generation  until  it  once  again  appears. 
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The  Fabulous  Norweb-Farouk  1885  Trade  Dollar 


Lot  1848 
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Gold  Dollars 

The  following  offering  constitutes  a  complete  collection  of 
date  and  mint  issues  (except  for  the  common  1860  which  was 
omitted  in  error— see  note  under  Lot  1898)  of  the  gold  dol¬ 
lar  denomination.  Included  are  popular  and  “type"  coins  as 
well  as  classic  rarities,  in  the  latter  category  being  such  vari¬ 
eties  as  1860-D,  1861-D,  and  1875,  not  to  overlook  selected 
pieces  which  are  "condition  rarities"  coins  which  are  com¬ 
mon,  scarce,  or  whatever  in  ordinary  condition,  but  which 
in  higher  grades  are  very  elusive. 

Gold  dollars  are  divided  into  three  major  design  types,  all 
of  which  were  the  work  of  Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre. 
The  first,  the  Type  I,  was  minted  from  1849  through  1854. 
Longacre  copied  the  obverse  motif  from  his  1849  pattern  dou¬ 
ble  eagle.  Complaints  arose  concerning  the  inconvenience 
of  such  a  small  size  coin,  so  in  1854  the  design  was  modi¬ 
fied  and  the  diameter  was  increased  from  13  millimeters  to 
a  new  dimension  of  15  millimeters. 

From  the  outset,  problems  developed  with  striking  the 
Type  II  design,  which  featured  an  Indian  princess  on  the 
obverse,  and  it  was  demonstrated  that  it  was  difficult  to  have 
the  metal  flow  into  the  deep  recesses  of  the  motif  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  at  the  same  time  completely  fill  the  date  numer¬ 
als  on  the  reverse.  As  a  consequence,  most  surviving  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  1854-1856  Type  II  design  are  lightly  struck  at  the 
center  two  numerals,  the  8  and  the  5. 

Production  of  the  Type  II  commenced  in  Philadelphia  in 
1854,  extended  to  four  different  mints  in  1855,  then  in  the 
last  year  of  use,  1856,  was  accomplished  only  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint. 

The  final  gold  dollar  design  is  the  Type  III,  a  modification 
of  the  Indian  princess  motif,  with  the  portrait  larger  and  shal¬ 
lower.  At  last  the  problem  of  striking  was  solved.  The  final 
type  was  used  from  1856  through  the  end  of  the  series  in 
1889. 

Although  gold  dollars  are  minted  for  only  40  years,  dur¬ 
ing  this  span  there  is  a  wide  variety  of  interesting  pieces. 
First,  the  basic  three  types  as  noted  are  essential  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  set  of  United  States  coins  by  design  type.  Be¬ 
yond  that,  there  are  challenges  afforded  by  the  different 
mintmark  varieties,  with  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  coins 
typically  being  poorly  struck  and  with  irregular  surfaces.  In 
general,  high-grade  examples  of  all  branch  mint  gold  dol¬ 
lars  are  rare. 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollars,  rarities  emerge  be¬ 
ginning  in  the  early  1860s,  although  there  is  no  doubt  that 
high-condition  examples  of  the  Type  II  bring  strong  prices 
because  of  the  demand  for  them  for  inclusion  in  type  sets. 
From  1863  onward,  mintages  were  sharply  reduced,  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  1873  and  1874.  Although  after  1878, 
collectors  and  speculators  took  a  fancy  to  gold  dollars  and 
saved  quantities  of  newly-minted  pieces,  the  coins  minted 
from  1863  through  1878  were  not  saved  in  appreciable  num¬ 
bers  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  today  there  are  extreme  rari¬ 
ties  in  higher  grades.  This  is  particularly  true  of  coins  mint¬ 
ed  from  1863  through  the  early  1870s,  when  specie  (coin) 
payments  were  suspended  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
to  obtain  a  freshly-minted  gold  dollar  would  have  required 
an  extensive  amount  of  persistence  and  paperwork.  So  far 
as  the  cataloguer  knows,  not  a  single  numismatist  specifically 


set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue  Uncirculated  gold  dollars  dur¬ 
ing  this  span.  Those  few  collectors  desiring  gold  dollars  by 
date  ordered  Proofs,  which  were  typically  minted  in  quan¬ 
tities  from  20  to  50  pieces.  Proofs  were  considered  better  than 
Uncirculated  coins  at  the  time,  so  Uncirculated  Philadelphia 
pieces  were  neglected.  Today,  numismatists  recognize  than 
Proof  coins  and  business  strikes  are  different  from  each  oth¬ 
er,  and  one  is  not  necessarily  "better."  Indeed,  in  recent  years 
studies  have  shown  that  there  are  numerous  instances  in 
which  Proofs  survive  and  which  come  on  the  market  occa¬ 
sionally,  but  for  which  high  grade  Mint  State  pieces  are  greatt 
rarities. 

1849  1849  Open  Wreath.  Small  Head.  No  L  on  neck  truncation.  AU-50. 

This  is  the  very  first  variety  of  1849  gold  dollar.  It  is  listed,  in  a 
way,  in  the  Guide  Book,  by  means  of  a  footnote  on  page  175  of 
the  current  edition.  Scott's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins  states 
the  mintage  of  this  variety  at  just  1,000  pieces. 


1850  1849  Open  Wreath.  Large  Head.  L  on  ribbon.  AU-55.  Sharply 

struck  and  very  lustrous. 


Attractive  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1851  1849  Closed  Wreath.  MS-63.  A  sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and 

thoroughly  attractive  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  gold 
dollar. 


Lustrous  1849-C  Gold  Dollar 


1852  1849-C  Closed  Wreath.  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 

Difficult  to  find  in  this  high  grade.  The  mintage  figure  for  this, 
the  first  Charlotte  Mint  gold  dollar,  was  11,634  pieces. 
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1853  1849-D  Open  Wreath.  Value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-45  to  AU-50, 
with  obverse  and  reverse  edge  nicks.  First  Dahlonega  Mint  gold 
dollar. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954, 
Lot  285. 

King  Farouk,  the  playboy  monarch  of  Egypt,  was  an  avid  coin  collector  during  the 
1940s  and  1950s.  In  1952,  he  was  deposed,  and  in  1953  his  vast  collections  of  coins, 
art,  stamps,  pornography,  and  other  things  were  put  up  at  auction.  The  story  of  King 
Farouk's  collecting  activities  and  the  quite  curious  events  which  surrounded  the  auc¬ 
tion  are  related  in  detail  in  Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics,  available  from  us  for  $19.95, 
softbound  plus  $2  postage  and  handling.  Order  separately  from  your  bid  sheet  and 
address  your  request  to:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Publications  Department,  Box 
1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 

1854  1849-0  Open  Wreath.  EF-45.  An  especially  bold  strike.  First  New 
Orleans  Mint  gold  dollar. 


1855  1850  MS-60/63.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  A  nice  "type"  coin. 


1856  1850-C  AU-50.  An  upper  echelon  example  of  a  truly  scarce  Char¬ 
lotte  Mint  gold  dollar.  The  production  figure  for  this  variety  was 
just  6,966  pieces.  The  smallest  quantity  made  of  any  Charlotte 
gold  dollar  of  the  Type  I  design. 


1857  1850-D  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  toning  around  the  bord¬ 

ers.  Mintage:  just  8,382  pieces. 


Superb  1851-C  Gold  Dollar 


1861  1851-C  MS-63  or  finer.  A  lustrous  and  very  attractive  example 

of  this  coin,  finer  than  Douglas  Winter's  plate  coin  in  Charlotte 
Mint  Gold  Coins:  1838-1861.  A  prize  item  for  the  specialist. 

We  invite  orders  for  the  aforementioned  book  Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins:  1838-1861, 
by  Douglas  Winter.  Copies  are  available  in  softbound  form  for  $14.95,  and  hardbound 
for  $29.95,  plus  $2  postage  and  handling.  Address  orders  separately  from  your  bid  sheet 
to:  the  attention  of  the  Publications  Department,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 

The  author  has  carefully  researched  each  and  every  variety  of  Charlotte  Mint  gold 
dollar,  quarter  eagle,  and  half  eagle,  and  presents  his  findings  in  a  manner  in  which 
the  reader  can  learn  about  different  die  varieties,  striking  peculiarities,  and  idiosyn¬ 
crasies  of  each  issue,  together  with  information  concerning  the  rarity  of  each  issue 
in  different  grade  categories. 


1862  1851-D  EF-45.  A  nice  example  of  the  issue.  A  small  planchet  ir¬ 

regularity  is  noted  at  the  lower  left  obverse  rim. 

•  From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954, 
Lot  285. 


1863  1851-0  EF-45.  Much  mint  lustre  still  remains.  The  reverse  is  some¬ 
what  lightly  struck  at  the  center,  typical  of  the  issue. 

1864  1852  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 


1858  1850-0  EF-45.  A  nice  example  of  this  early  issue,  a  variety  of  which 

14,000  were  struck. 

In  1850,  as  now,  New  Orleans  was  an  important  seaport.  At  the  time  it  was  a  desti¬ 
nation  for  many  ships  returning  from  the  California  gold  fields.  Undoubtedly  this  and 
related  pieces  were  struck  from  California  metal. 


1859  1851  MS-60/63.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate  toning  around  the 

borders. 


1860  1851  EF-40. 
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Outstanding  1852-C  Gold  Dollar 


1865  1852-C  MS-64/63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  The  “inner  cir¬ 

cle"  area  of  the  obverse  has  a  prooflike  characteristic.  The  tiniest 
of  hairline  scratches  on  the  obverse  keeps  it  out  of  the  MS-65  cat¬ 
egory.  But,  really,  it  is  simply  superb.  The  reverse  has  been  grad¬ 
ed  MS-63  by  us  to  reflect  the  value  diminution  caused  by  a  small 
planchet  mark  extending  upward  from  the  second  L  of  DOLLAR. 

Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  coins  were  both  struck  under  rela¬ 
tively  primitive  circumstances,  in  comparison  to  Philadelphia  Mint 
products,  and  today  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  find  a  sharply- 
struck  example  with  all  details  well  defined,  without  any  plan¬ 
chet  problems.  The  crude  characteristics  of  these  pieces  are  what 
make  them  appealing  to  many  collectors,  for  each  coin  has  its 
own  personality. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954, 
Lot  285. 


1866  1852-D  value  of  VF-30,  but  actually  AU-50  with  some  obverse 
marks.  The  reverse  shows  some  radial  die  breaks.  All  in  all  this 
is  an  above  average  example  of  an  issue  with  the  low  mintage 
of  just  6,360  pieces. 

1867  1852-0  AU-50.  A  pleasing  example. 


Rare  1853-D  Gold  Dollar 


1870  1853-D  AU-50.  Mint  lustre  still  remains  in  protected  areas.  A  very 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  Dahlonega  issue. 

1871  1853-0  AU-50. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  f.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  probably  circa  1908-1910. 


Attractive  1854  Gold  Dollar 


1872  1854  Type  I.  MS-60  to  63,  closer  to  the  latter  category.  Sharply 

struck  and  very  lustrous.  "Raindrop"  golden-orange  toning  is  seen 
in  scattered  areas  of  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Last  year  of  this 
design. 


1868  1853  AU-50.  A  nice  "type"  coin. 


High  Grade  1853-C  Gold  Dollar 


1869 


1853-C  AU-55.  A  high  grade  example  of  this  popular  issue.  A  few 
areas  of  normal  planchet  roughness  are  noted. 
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Classic  1854-D  Gold  Dollar 


1873  1854-D  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  on  an  excellent  quali¬ 

ty  planchet.  A  far  above  average  example  of  this,  one  of  the  rarest 
of  all  gold  dollars.  Among  Type  I  gold  dollars  this  variety  has  the 
lowest  mintage  figure:  just  2,935  coins. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954, 
Lot  285. 


1874  1854-S  AU-50.  The  first  San  Francisco  Mint  gold  dollar. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  speci¬ 
fied,  but  prior  to  1913. 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business  in  1854,  using  facilities  earlier  operated 
by  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward,  successors  to  the  original  Moffat  &  Co.  enterprise.  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  had  been  in  dire  need  of  a  government  mint  ever  since  gold  became  available 
in  quantity  five  years  earlier,  but  the  distance  of  San  Francisco  from  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  East,  and  normal  government  red  tape,  combined  to  cause  all  sorts  of  de¬ 
lays,  difficulties,  and  convoluted  situations.  Finally,  in  1854,  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
was  open  for  business,  and  from  that  point  onward  silver  and  gold  coins  of  various 
denominations,  including  lower  values,  were  produced. 


1875  1854  Type  II.  AU-50  to  55.  Two  tiny  marks  are  hidden  on  the  edge 

at  the  7:00  position,  as  viewed  from  the  reverse.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample,  very  well  struck  at  the  center  (and  unusual  as  such)  of 
this  new  gold  dollar  type. 


Rare  1855-C  Gold  Dollar 


1877  1855-C  EF-40/45.  Very  slightly  bent.  The  obverse  is  somewhat  in¬ 

distinct  in  areas,  as  typical  (see  footnote),  while  the  reverse  is  much 
better  detailed  than  normally  seen. 

Just  9,803  pieces  were  minted  of  this  issue.  In  addition,  the 
1855-C  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  Charlotte  Mint  gold 
dollar  of  this  design  type. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  ].W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 

Concerning  the  crudity  of  the  1855-C,  Douglas  Winter  notes:  "Even  by  Type  II  gold 
dollar  standards  the  1855-C  shows  poor  overall  quality.  The  LL  in  DOLLAR  and  the 
•8  in  the  date  are  always  weak.  Most  examples  show  heavy  clashmarks  on  both  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  The  obverse  border  is  often  blurry,  particularly  from  1:00  to  5:00. 
The  head  rarely  shows  fine  detail  but  the  wreath  is,  comparatively,  sharp.  Due  to  its 
status  as  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar  struck  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  this  is  a  very  popular 
date.  It  is  very  difficult  to  find  choice.  Any  strictly  EF  or  better  example  is  a  legitimate 
rarity." 


Outstanding  1855-D  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1878  1855-D  AU-50.  An  outstanding  specimen,  a  piece  which  has  am¬ 

ple  traces  of  original  mint  lustre,  particularly  in  protected  areas. 
As  typical  of  the  type,  the  center  of  the  reverse  is  lightly  impressed 
at  LL  of  DOLLAR  and,  in  this  instance,  just  the  second  figure 
of  the  date.  The  rest  of  the  reverse  is  bold. 

The  1855-D  gold  dollar  combines  multiple  appeals,  including 
its  status  as  the  only  Dahlonega  Mint  coin  of  this  type,  the  lowest 
mintage  of  all  Type  II  gold  dollars  (just  1,811  were  struck),  and, 
in  the  instance  of  this  particular  coin,  high  quality.  A  “find"  for 
the  specialist;  a  coin  which  should  see  spirited  bidding 
competition. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  before  1913. 
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1879  1855-0  value  of  F-15,  actually  EF-45  but,  when  viewed  from  the 

edge,  with  traces  of  a  jewelry  mount  having  been  removed.  Here 
is  a  coin  which  we  encourage  bidders  to  examine  in  person,  for 
overall  it  is  quite  attractive  and  may  be  worth  more  than  we 
suggest. 

The  1855-0  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  gold  dollar  of  this 
design  type  and,  at  the  same  time,  is  the  last  gold  dollar  pro¬ 
duced  at  this  southern  mint. 


1880  1856-S  Type  II.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  A  very  nice  example  of  this 

anachronistic  gold  dollar— a  piece  struck  using  the  Type  II  de¬ 
sign,  which  by  1856  had  been  discontinued  at  the  other  mints. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  before  1913. 


1881  1856  Type  III,  Slanting  5.  MS-60  to  63.  Sharply  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  (For  mintage  thoughts,  see  footnote  under  following  lot). 

1882  1856  Type  III,  Upright  5  in  date.  EF-40.  Nick  on  cheek. 

Although  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  lists  a  mintage  figure  of  just  33,660 
for  this  variety,  as  opposed  to  1,729,276  of  the  Slanting  5  issue,  an  analysis  of  surviv¬ 
ing  pieces  indicates  that  this  mintage  distribution  is  undoubtedly  incorrect,  the  Up¬ 
right  5  is  a  bit  scarcer  than  the  Slanting  5,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  the  Guide  Book 
figures  would  indicate.  A  detailed  discussion  of  this  appeared  in  an  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  nearly  two  years  ago. 


Classic  1856-D  Rarity 


1883  1856-D  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  classic  rarity. 

Light  toning  characterizes  the  fields  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
The  overall  striking  is  fairly  good  for  the  1856-D,  which  always 
has  certain  features  weak,  and  the  aesthetic  appearance  is  excel¬ 
lent.  Certainly  this  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  relatively  few  speci¬ 
mens  surviving  from  an  original  mintage  of  just  1,460  coins. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  before  1913. 


1884  1857  AU-58.  Lots  of  original  mint  lustre  still  remains. 


1885  1857-C  EF-45.  Above  average  example  of  this  crudely  struck  is¬ 

sue.  Douglas  Winter  notes:  "The  quality  of  strike  found  on  the 
1856-C  is  even  worse  than  on  the  1855-C."  David  W.  Akers  in  his 
book,  United  States  Gold  Coins,  Volume  1,  Gold  Dollars,  observes: 
"The  planchets  used  for  striking  the  1857-C  gold  dollars  are  down¬ 
right  atrocious,  as  was  the  quality  of  minting." 

Here  is  an  important  opportunity  for  the  gold  dollar  specialist. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 
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Important  1857-D  Gold  Dollar 


crudely  struck,  low  mintage  (just  3,477  were  made)  variety. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


1890  1858-S  VF-20.  An  average  condition  specimen  of  a  somewhat  un¬ 
derrated  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 

1891  1859  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


1886  1857-D  AU-50.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  Dahlonega  Mint  rari¬ 

ty,  far  above  average  in  striking  (although,  compared  to  contem¬ 
porary  Philadelphia  Mint  issues,  it  certainly  will  win  no  blue  rib¬ 
bons  in  the  striking  category).  Bright,  golden  fields  show  evidence 
of  original  mint  lustre,  particularly  in  protected  areas.  Another 
important  “find." 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  before  1913. 


1887  1857-S  value  of  VF-20,  but  really  EF-40.  However,  under  magnifi¬ 
cation  a  series  of  tiny  nicks  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse— so  tiny 
that  most  observers  would  be  apt  to  overlook  them.  Here  is  a 
scarce  and  somewhat  underrated  gold  dollar.  Mintage:  10,000. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 

1888  1858  value  of  VG-8,  but  actually  VF-30  but  with  some  marks, 
scrapes,  and  nicks  at  the  upper  left  of  the  reverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


Memorable  1858-D  Gold  Dollar 


1889  1858-D  AU-50.  Bright  and  lustrous.  Two  nicks  are  seen  at  the  lower 

right  of  the  obverse  rim.  The  coin  is  struck  slightly  off  center  to 
the  upper  right,  with  the  result  that  the  rim  at  the  upper  right, 
while  complete,  is  narrow,  while  that  at  the  lower  left  is  very 
broad.  Under  magnification  a  mark  can  be  seen  on  the  chin.  The 
piece  presents  a  very  "bright"  aspect,  and  some  lustre  still  remains 
among  the  letters  and  devices.  A  top  echelon  example  of  this 


1892  1859-C  value  of  VG-8  to  F-15,  but  technically  described  as  EF-45, 

far  above  average  in  quality,  but  once  used  as  jewelry,  and  with 
mounting  marks,  possibly  removable  with  care,  at  the  top  and 
bottom  rim. 

■  Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Ben  Green  in  1908. 


High-Grade  1859-D  Gold  Dollar 


1893  1859-D  AU-50.  A  very  high-grade  example  of  this  scarce  issue. 

The  surfaces  are  rich,  yellow-gold  and  are  very  attractive  overall . 
A  couple  of  tiny  marks  can  be  seen  at  7:00  on  the  obverse  rim. 
Apart  from  this,  the  coin  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
seen  in  recent  decades. 


1894  1859-S  EF-40.  Scarce  San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  15,000  pieces  were 
coined. 

1895  1859-S  value  of  VG-8,  but  better  described  as  VF-20  to  30,  but  with 
a  number  of  marks  and  damage  areas  around  the  obverse  and 
reverse  rims.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended. 
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Classic  1860-D  Rarity 


1896  1860-D  EF-40.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  one  of  the  great  clas¬ 

sics  of  the  gold  dollar  series.  As  is  the  case  with  all  authentic  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  1860-D,  there  is  lightness  in  certain  areas  of  strik¬ 
ing,  most  particularly  the  first  letter  in  UNITED  is  partly  obliterated 
(precisely  the  same  situation  occurs  on  authentic  1861-D  gold 
dollars). 

The  mintage  of  1860-D  was  just  1,566  coins.  The  number  of 
pieces  surviving  is  not  known.  David  Akers  pointedly  states  that 
"extraordinary  claims  by  some  cataloguers  that  only  12,  15,  or  20 
specimens  are  known,  are,  in  my  estimation,  quite  inaccurate." 
However,  the  1860-D  is  indeed  rare,  and  perhaps  twice  the  amount 
of  the  high  estimate,  or  perhaps  a  few  more  are  known,  say  40 
or  50. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  1909. 


Famous  1861-D  Gold  Dollar 


1900  1861-D  value  of  G-4,  but  actually  a  superb  EF-40,  well  defined 

(for  the  issue)  and  among  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  recent  times, 
except— and  this  is  a  big  "except'— it  has  been  mounted  at  the  top 
rim,  and  dark-colored  evidences  of  the  mounting  remain  on  the 
edge  and  on  the  obverse  rim.  Thus,  we  suggest  it  may  be  worth 
the  value  of  a  G-4  piece.  Such  a  coin  is  difficult  to  define  value- 
wise,  so  we  shall  let  the  bidders  decide. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  1860-D,  this  issue  typically  occurs  weakly 
struck,  especially  at  the  first  letter  of  UNITED.  On  the  present 
coin,  although  the  weak  striking  does  occur,  it  is  less  weak  than 
sometimes  seen.  All  in  all,  the  coin  is  a  nice  specimen  for  some¬ 
one  wanting  to  own  this  classic,  but  who  does  not  care  to  part 
with  the  requisite  sum  for  an  unimpaired  high-grade  example. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  in  1908. 


1897  1860-S  AU-58.  Most  original  lustre  still  remains. 


1898  1861  AU-58  to  MS-60.  We  have  downgraded  the  piece  slightly  be¬ 
cause  of  an  area  of  surface  roughness  at  the  lower  left  of  the  re¬ 
verse  and  to  the  left  of  the  numeral  signifying  the  denomination. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  who  was  associated  with  J.W.  Scott  &  Co., 
September  1935. 

Note:  For  decades  this  1861-dated  gold  dollar  was  filed  under  "1860"  in  the  Norweb 
Collection.  This  error  was  not  detected  until  we  catalogued  the  pieces,  with  the  result 
that  the  1860  Philadelphia  Mint  issue,  a  readily  available  coin,  is  not  represented  in 
the  present  holding. 

1899  1861  VF-30. 


1901  1862  AU-58/MS-60. 


1902  1863  value  of  VF-20,  but  accurately  described  as  AU-58,  but  with 

a  tiny  dig  at  the  second  T  of  STATES.  The  coin  is  exceedingly 
sharply  struck  and  has  most  original  mint  lustre  remaining.  Here 
is  a  very  scarce  issue  in  higher  grades. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  ].W.  Scott  &  Co.,  1935. 


/ 
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Rare  1864  Gold  Dollar 


1903  1864  AU-55  to  58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  few  obverse  marks  visi¬ 

ble  under  magnification  prompt  us  to  downgrade  this  a  few 
notches.  Even  so,  it  is  a  remarkable  piece,  and  one  which  is  very 
rare  and  highly  desirable. 

Probably  fewer  than  100  specimens  of  this  date  survive  in  vari¬ 
ous  grades.  Here  is  an  important  key  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  before  1913. 

This  coin  is  an  early  impression  from  the  dies,  and  Under  high  powered  magnifica¬ 
tion  a  series  of  parallel  raised  lines  in  the  coin  can  be  seen.  Later,  such  lines  wore  away 
on  the  dies  and  were  no  longer  visible. 
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Dazzling  Gem  1865  Gold  Dollar 


1904  1865  MS-65  or  better— probably  MS-67  or  better  if  we  were  to  use 

these  higher  numbers.  A  dazzling  gem  coin,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  superb  in  every  aspect. 

The  low-mintage  1865  is  a  major  rarity  in  higher  grades,  and 
of  the  estimated  two  dozen  Uncirculated  coins  surviving,  proba¬ 
bly  not  more  than  three  or  four  can  match  the  piece  offered  here. 


and  even  this  estimate  may  be  overly  generous. 

The  gold  specialist  who  wishes  to  acquire  a  coin  of  "once  in 
a  lifetime  quality"  would  be  well  advised  to  bid  liberally  for  this 
one. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  1935. 

_ J 
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Prooflike  Gem  1866  Gold  Dollar 


1905  1866  MS-65  or  finer,  fully  prooflike.  Believed  to  have  been  struck 

from  Proof  dies,  and,  indeed,  possibly  a  full  Proof,  but  there  is 
a  tiny  area  of  lustre  at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  so  we  opt  to  call 
it  MS-65  prooflike,  rather  than  Proof-65. 

The  dies  do  conform  to  those  described  by  Walter  Breen,  with 


the  date  being  heavy  and  low,  and  with  the  wreath  tops  joined. 
Grade  it  as  you  wish,  for  either  way  what  we  are  confronted  with 
is  an  exceedingly  important  gold  dollar,  a  rarity  in  the  series.  Wor¬ 
thy  of  strong  bidding  competition. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman  in  1909. 
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Gem  Proof  1867  Gold  Dollar 


1906  1867  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  great  rarity,  one  of  an  esti-  mintage  of  just  50.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  connoisseur, 

mated  (per  Walter  Breen)  18  or  fewer  known,  from  a  total  Proof  From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  1937. 
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Scarce  1868  Gold  Dollar 


1907  1868  Proof-65.  A  Proof  which  has  seen  some  contact  marks,  and 

is  thus  designated  with  the  Proof-55  grade.  Just  25  Proofs  were 
made,  of  which  perhaps  15  or  so  survive  today. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


1908  1869  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous.  Low  mintage  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman  in  1909. 


Gem  1870  Gold  Dollar 


1909  1870  MS-64  to  65.  A  sharply  struck  gem  coin,  with  some  proof¬ 

like  surfaces.  A  significant  opportunity  to  acquire  an  example  of 
this  low  mintage  issue. 

David  Akers  cites  45  auction  appearances  which,  allowing  for 
duplicate  appearances  of  the  same  coin,  probably  nets  to  between 
two  dozen  and  three  dozen  pieces.  Presumably,  most  of  those 
Uncirculated  coins  do  not  match  the  quality  offered  here. 


Important  1870-S  Gold  Dollar 


1910  1870-S  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  very  attractive  example  of  this  issue. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  1935. 

In  our  offering  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  United  States  gold  coins,  October  1982, 
we  printed  a  brief  history  of  the  1870-S,  which  is  worth  repeating  here: 

The  1870-S  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among  San  Francis¬ 
co  gold  dollars.  Just  3,000  were  struck.  It  also  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
branch  mint  gold  dollar  after  1861. 

Walter  Breen  relates  that  on  May  14,  1870,  O.H.  LaGrange,  superintendent  of  the 
San  Francisco  Mint,  telegraphed  Philadelphia  to  advise  that:  "LETTER  S  OMITTED 
.ON  ONE  AND  THREE  DOLLAR  DIES  SENT  TO  THIS  BRANCH  FOR  THE  YEAR. 
2,000  PIECES  COINED.  CAN  THEY  BE  ISSUED." 

On  May  27,  1870,  LaGrange  wrote  to  Philadelphia  stating  that  the  $1  and  $3  dies 
were  returned.  The  $3  die  had  been  engraved  with  the  letter  S  by  coiner  J.B.  Harm- 
stead,  and  one  piece  was  struck. 

Later  the  San  Francisco  Mint  was  to  report  a  coinage  of  3,000  gold  dollars  for  the 
year.  If  the  2,000  1870  gold  dollars  without  mintmark  were  melted,  then  all  3,000  pieces 
would  have  been  of  the  standard  1870-S  variety.  However,  if  the  3,000  figure  includes 
2,000  without  the  S  mintmark  (which  would  be  similar  to  Philadelphia  Mint  coins), 
then  only  1,000  1870-S  dollars  with  mintmark  were  produced. 

The  1870-S  is  one  of  the  best  known  rarities  in  the  field.  Walter  Breen  noted  in  1964 
that  about  two  dozen  could  be  traced  and  that  probably  no  more  than  30  pieces  exist 
in  all.  (David  Akers  later  traced  69  auction  appearances,  including  duplicate  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  same  coin,  which  probably  nets  40  to  50  different  examples.) 


Gem  1871  Gold  Dollar 


1911  1871  MS-65/64.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  A  very  attractive 

and  desirable  specimen  of  a  gold  dollar  of  which  just  3,900  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 
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1912  1872  EF45  to  AU-50.  Another  low  mintage  date;  just  3,500  busi¬ 

ness  strikes  were  made. 


1913  1873  Open  3.  MS-60/63.  Sharp,  brilliant,  frosty. 

1914  1874  AU-55,  prooflike.  Some  nicks  are  seen  around  the  reverse  rim. 

1915  1874  AU-50.  A  tiny  copper-colored  toning  area  is  seen  at  the  third 
letter  of  UNITED. 


Famous  1875  Gold  Dollar 


1916  1875  AU-58,  prooflike.  Virtually  indistinguishable  from  a  full  Proof, 

except  that  there  is  a  small  die  line  or  spine  extending  downward 
from  the  chin  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  this  is  typically  given  as  a 
delineation  between  business  strikes  and  Proofs  (refer  to  the  Akers 
and  Breen  texts). 

Here  is  a  bright,  sharp,  and  very  attractive  example  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  gold  dollar  issue,  a  coin  of  which  just  400  business  strikes 
were  made — one  of  the  lowest  business  strike  mintages  in  any 
American  coin  series. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


1917  1876  AU-58,  prooflike.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  low-mintage 

centennial  year  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  f.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


Gem  1877  Gold  Dollar 


1918  1877  MS-63/65,  prooflike.  A  deeply  struck  piece,  probably  from 

Proofs  die,  but  apparently  issued  as  a  business  strike.  Proof  sur¬ 
face  covers  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  fields.  Under  magnifi¬ 
cation  a  tiny  lint  mark  is  seen  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


1919  1878  AU-55,  prooflike.  Rare  date. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  prior  to  1913. 


1920  1879  MS-60,  prooflike.  With  nearly  full  prooflike  surfaces,  quite 

close  to  a  Proof.  Popular  low-mintage  issue;  just  3,000  business 
strikes  were  made. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1880  Gold  Dollar 


1921  1880  MS-65.  A  sharply  struck,  prooflike,  thoroughly  beautiful 

specimen  of  this  prized  low-mintage  issue,  lust  1,600  business 
strikes  were  made. 
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Scarce  1881  Gold  Dollar 


1922  1881  MS-60  to  63.  Frosty  surfaces,  not  prooflike,  and  unusual  as 

such— as  most  seen  have  been  prooflike. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  prior  to  1913. 

The  inner  right  loops  of  both  8s  in  the  date  are  repunched. 


1923  1882  AU-58  to  MS-60,  prooflike.  Another  low  mintage  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman  in  1908. 


Mint  State  1883  Gold  Dollar 


1924  1883  MS-60/63.  Frosty  and  lustrous.  A  nice  "type"  coin,  for  it  com¬ 

bines  reasonably  high  grade  with  an  interestingly  low  mintage, 
and  yet  the  price  is  not  significantly  above  the  "type"  level. 


Mint  State  1884  Gold  Dollar 


1925  1884  MS-60  or  finer,  prooflike.  Another  low-mintage  date.  Just 

5,230  business  strikes  were  made. 


Dazzling  Proof  1885  Gold  Dollar 


1926  1885  Proof-65/63.  A  dazzling  specimen,  a  gem.  On  the  reverse 

there  are  two  or  three  tiny  hairline  marks,  visible  under  magnifi¬ 
cation,  otherwise  we  would  call  this  a  full  Proof-65  example.  Very 
attractive. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


Prooflike  Gem  1886  Gold  Dollar 


1927  1886  MS-63/65,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  issue  of 

which  just  5,000  business  strikes  were  made.  A  prize  item  for  the 
specialist  and  type  set  collector  alike. 


1928  1887  AU-55.  Low  business  strike  mintage  of  7,500  pieces. 
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Gem  Proof  1888  Gold  Dollar 


1929  1888  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  example  of  the  next  to  last  issue 

of  the  gold  dollar. 

Despite  a  Proof  mintage  figure  of  1,079  pieces,  David  Akers  was 
able  to  locate  just  31  auction  appearances  of  Proofs  over  a  long 
span  of  years,  such  figure  including  duplications,  and  probably 
representing  a  net  of  about  20  different  examples. 


1930  1889  AU-58,  prooflike.  Last  year  of  the  gold  dollar  series. 


—  End  of  Session  — 
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—  Session  Two  — 

(U.S.  Coins) 

Friday  Evening ,  March  25 ,  7:00  p.ra.  Sharp. 
Commencing  with  Lot  1930 


Quarter  Eagles 


The  Norweb  Collection  has  all  of  the  rare  dates  and  mint- 
marks  in  the  quarter  eagle  series— the  early  issues  from  1796 
through  1834,  the  "Little  Princess"  1841,  the  historical  1848 
CAL.,  the  legendary  1854-S,  the  rarities  of  1863  and  1875, 
the  desirable  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  pieces,  and  others. 

Production  of  quarter  eagles  commenced  in  1796,  during 
which  year  two  major  varieties  were  made:  one  with  obverse 
stars  and  one  without.  From  1796  through  1807,  the  time  of 
the  Capped  Bust  to  Right  design,  mintages  were  low,  with 
just  427  pieces  recorded  for  the  nadir  in  1797. 

In  1808  the  quarter  eagle  was  redesigned  by  John  Reich. 
The  new  style,  designated  today  as  the  Capped  Bust  to  Left 
variety,  was  produced  only  during  the  1808  year,  thus  isolat¬ 
ing  the  piece  as  a  rarity.  After  that  time,  coinage  was  sus¬ 
pended  until  1821,  at  which  time  the  former  general  motif 
was  retained,  but  the  diameter  and  other  features  were 
slightly  different  from  those  used  in  1808.  From  1821  through 
early  1834,  mintages  were  small  and  ranged  from  760  for  the 
1826  to  6,448  for  the  1821.  During  this  time  gold  coins,  if  melt¬ 
ed,  yielded  more  in  bullion  value  than  their  face  value,  so 
nearly  all  pieces  were  melted  or  exported.  By  1834,  the  melt¬ 
down  value  of  each  quarter  eagle  was  $2.66. 

Following  the  Act  of  June  28,  1834,  implemented  on  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1834,  the  authorized  weight  of  the  quarter  eagle  was 
reduced.  The  result  was  as  anticipated:  the  profit  motive  was 
destroyed,  and  pieces  of  the  new  coinage  style,  identified 
as  "Without  Motto"  and  with  the  "Classic  Head,"  were  seen 
in  circulation.  The  new  design  was  the  work  of  Chief  En¬ 
graver  William  Kneass.  This  motif  lasted  for  only  a  short  time 
and  was  replaced  in  1840  by  Christian  Gobrecht's  Coronet 
or  Braided  Hair  style.  By  this  time,  coinage  had  extended 
from  Philadelphia  to  include  branch  mints  at  Charlotte,  Dah¬ 
lonega,  and  New  Orleans. 

The  Coronet  motif  was  produced  continuously  from  1840 
through  1907,  without  a  major  change— the  longest  uninter¬ 
rupted  span  of  any  coinage  motif  in  American  history. 

In  1908,  in  response  to  President  Theodore  Roosevelt's  de¬ 
sire  to  change  American  coinage  designs,  a  new  quarter  ea¬ 
gle  appeared.  The  work  of  Boston  sculptor  Bela  Lyon  Pratt, 
the  design  was  innovative  in  American  coinage  and  featured 
an  incuse  rather  than  raised  design.  Coins  of  this  style  were 
minted  intermittently  through  1929,  after  which  time  the  de¬ 
nomination  was  suspended. 

Quarter  eagles  have  always  been  favorites  with  collectors, 
and  in  recognition  of  this  the  government  in  1933,  when  it 
called  in  gold  coins,  made  special  note  of  the  numismatic 
status  of  this  denomination. 


Classic  1796  Without  Stars 
Quarter  Eagle 


1931  1796  Without  Stars  on  the  obverse.  Breen-1.  EI^40.  Some  adjust¬ 

ment  marks  are  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  and  a  tiny  plan- 
chet  chip  is  seen  in  the  field  before  the  neck.  Some  traces  of  mint 
lustre  remain  in  protected  areas,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 

This  issue  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  quarter  eagles  and 
is  distinguished  by  the  lack  of  stars  on  the  obverse.  It  has  been 
conjectured  that  Robert  Scot,  who  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
engraver,  felt  that  stars  were  not  needed  on  the  obverse.  After 
an  estimated  963  pieces  were  struck,  a  very  low  production  fig¬ 
ure,  the  design  was  changed  to  the  familiar  With  Stars  format— a 
motif  continued  through  1807.  The  1796  quarter  eagle  was  thus 
isolated  as  the  only  issue  of  its  design  type. 

In  1796,  the  quarter  eagle  was  the  only  United  States  denomi¬ 
nation  being  produced  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  design  (see 
footnote).  As  stars  were  included  in  the  reverse  motif,  perhaps 
Scott  felt  it  redundant  to  include  them  on  the  obverse.  In  any 
event,  he  created  one  of  the  most  desirable  quarter  eagles  in  the 
series  today. 

It  is  believed  that  only  about  two  or  three  dozen  exist  of  this 
variety.  The  present  piece  is  quite  attractive  and  should  see  spirited 
competition. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  JM  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 

Although  half  eagles  exist  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  and  bearing  early  dates 
such  as  1795  and  1797,  it  is  believed  that  these  were  struck  later,  in  1798,  using  a  new 
1798-made  reverse  in  combination  with  earlier  dated  obverse  dies  left  over  from  preced 
ing  years.  The  heraldic  eagle  as  seen  on  the  1796  quarter  eagle  is  believed  to  have  been 
its  first  appearance  in  circulation. 
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1796  With  Stars  Quarter  Eagle 


1932  1796  With  Stars  on  obverse.  Breen-2.  Value  of  VF-30,  but  actual¬ 

ly  EF-40,  with  a  subtle  trace  of  planchet  waviness,  and  with  a  tiny 
mark  beneath  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  E  in  LIBERTY  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse,  graded  separately,  would  be  a  notch  or 
two  higher.  All  in  all  this  is  a  pleasing  example  of  the  second  de¬ 
sign  type  of  the  year. 

The  obverse  has  16  stars,  arranged  eight  to  the  right  and  eight 
to  the  left,  a  configuration  not  used  elsewhere  in  the  series.  Pub¬ 
lished  figures  indicate  that  just  432  pieces  were  minted,  ranking 
this  as  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  early  American  gold  coins.  David 
Akers  estimates  that  no  more  than  20  to  25  examples  survive  in 
all  grades. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  the  1930s. 

The  obverse  die  used  to  strike  this  piece  was  not  produced  by  simply  adding  stars 
to  the  Without  Stars  die  used  earlier  but,  rather,  represents  an  entirely  new  die. 


1797  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1933  1797  B-l.  Value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-45,  prooflike,  but  with 

a  very  subtle  trace  of  what  we  believe  may  have  been  a  mount 
removed  from  the  edge— and  now  evidenced  only  by  the  absence 
of  reeding  in  a  small  area.  In  a  holder  no  one  would  ever  notice 
this  (however,  we  are  not  suggesting  that  it  be  put  in  a  holder 
for  this  purpose). 

According  to  records  in  popular  reference  books,  just  427  pieces 
were  struck  of  this  issue,  ranking  it  as  one  of  the  great  rarities 
in  the  American  series.  Probably  about  two  dozen  pieces  are 
known  today.  Walter  Breen  has  written  that  “this  is  one  of  the 
four  or  five  rarest  dates  of  quarter  eagles,  being  at  least  a  border¬ 
line  Rarity-7  and  possibly  a  full  Rarity-7  (12  or  fewer  known)." 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nonoeb  from  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Gallery  on  January  2,  1953. 
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Rare  1798  Quarter  Eagle 


1934  1798  B-2.  Value  of  VF-30,  but  EF-45,  with  scattered  marks,  a  small 

ding  at  the  lower  left  of  the  obverse  on  the  edge,  and  with  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks  at  the  center  of  the  reverse. 

Just  1,094  are  believed  to  have  been  minted  of  this  variety,  and 
of  this  figure  probably  about  three  dozen  can  be  traced  today.  Here 
is  one  of  the  major  rarities  of  the  quarter  eagle  denomination. 

The  obverse  of  this  issue  has  a  unique  star  arrangement,  six 
to  the  left  and  seven  to  the  right— a  configuration  seen  on  no  other 
quarter  eagle  date. 

The  date  numerals  are  a  classic  example  of  the  "PLAN  AHEAd" 
syndrome— the  last  numeral,  if  properly  sized,  would  not  fit  in 
the  space  allotted,  so  a  tiny  numeral  8  was  used— as  the  photo¬ 
graph  demonstrates. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Attractive  and  Rare  1802/1  2Vi 


1935  1802/1  overdate.  B-4.  EF-40/45.  A  small  rim  mark  as  noted  at  the 

lower  left  of  the  obverse.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  is- 
.sue;  one  of  just  3,035  made. 

The  terminal  digit  is  incorrectly  sized,  as  on  the  preceding  coin, 
but  for  reasons  which  escape  the  present-day  observer,  for  there 
seems  to  be  space  for  a  digit  of  the  correct  height.  Perhaps  the 
excess  consumption  of  rum,  a  problem  at  the  early  Mint,  was  a 
contributing  cause! 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman  on  November 
11,  1908. 
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Superb  1804  14-Star  Reverse  §2Vi 


1936  1804  with  14  stars  on  reverse.  B-l.  AU-50  to  55,  prooflike.  A  few 

minor  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 

This  piece  was  purchased  on  November  24,  1956,  from  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company's  48th  Sale  catalogue,  where  under 
Lot  185  it  was  described  as  follows,  curiously  without  mention 
of  a  grade  (which  is  unusual  for  a  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  catalogue;  typically  the  writers  were  very  careful): 

"1804.  14  stars;  the  identical  reverse  used  on  the  dime  of  this 
year,  after  the  other  die  had  worn  down  or  been  broken.  A  su¬ 
perb  example,  with  just  about  full  mint  sharpness  and  consider¬ 
able  prooflike  gloss.  Evenly  centered;  the  strike  exceptionally  bold 
and  clear.  This  variety,  even  more  so  than  the  dime  with  the  same 
reverse,  is  a  great  rarity  just  beginning  to  come  into  its  own." 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  48th  sale  catalogue, 
Lot  185,  earlier  in  Mehl's  James  Ten  Eyck  Collection  sale,  1922, 
Lot  49. 

The  use  of  the  same  die  to  coin  two  different  denominations  is  unusual  in  United 
States  coinage,  but  not  unique,  for  certain  other  quarter  eagles  share  dime  reverses. 
A  related  field,  that  of  the  reverses  of  half  dollars  of  the  dates  1801,  1802,  and  1803 
remains  to  be  studied,  in  conjunction  with  potential  employment  of  the  same  dies 
on  $10  pieces  of  the  era. 


1804  14-Star  Reverse  Quarter  Eagle 


1937  1804  with  14  stars  on  reverse.  B-l.  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  duplicate 

coin.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  popular  early  date.  Some 
rim  marks  are  noted,  not  unusual  for  the  issue,  and  on  the  re¬ 
verse  at  the  left  border,  visible  under  magnification,  some  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen.  Interestingly,  the  Elias- 
berg  coin  sold  by  us  in  1982  had  adjustment  marks  in  the  same 
place. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  May  14,  1909. 


Rare  1805  Quarter  Eagle 


1938  1805  B-l.  AU-50.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  few  normal  adjustment 

marks,  as  made,  are  seen  on  the  reverse.  The  reverse,  when  held 
at  an  angle  to  the  light,  displays  a  prooflike  surface.  Of  the  1,781 
quarter  eagles  minted  this  year,  fewer  of  100  can  be  traced  today. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 

Again  the  Mint  had  size  problems  with  the  date  numerals,  and  the  last  digit  is  sig¬ 
nificantly  smaller  than  the  preceding  three. 
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Rare  1806/4  Quarter  Eagle 


1939  1806/4  overdate.  B-l.  Eight  stars  left,  five  right.  VF-30  or  finer. 

Some  normal  adjustment  marks,  light  in  nature,  are  on  the 
obverse. 

Only  1,616  quarter  eagles  were  minted  this  year,  a  figure  which 
is  divided  between  the  two  major  varieties— the  piece  offered  in 
this  lot  and  the  piece  in  the  following  lot.  Walter  Breen  estimates 
that  the  mintage  can  be  broken  down  into  1,136  pieces  for  the 
present  overdate  and  only  480  for  the  1806/5. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


1806/5  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1940  1806/5  B-2,  seven  stars  left,  six  right.  Value  of  G-4  to  VG-8,  but 

better  described  as  VF-20,  but  once  mounted,  with  various  sur¬ 
face  marks,  with  light  porosity,  and  planchet  waviness. 

While  this  coin  is  not  in  the  upper  echelon  of  quality,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  for  its  rarity.  As  noted  under  our  description  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  lot,  it  is  believed  by  Walter  Breen  that  just  480  pieces  were 
struck.  David  Akers  relates  that  in  terms  of  auction  appearances 
this  variety  ranks  with  the  1841  “Little  Princess —a  startling  statis¬ 
tic!  It  is  quite  possible  that  fewer  than  a  dozen  exist. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  December  1952. 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1941  1807  B-l.  EF-45  or  better.  With  much  original  mint  lustre  still  re¬ 

maining  on  the  surfaces,  particularly  the  reverse.  Some  rim  marks, 
.  not  unusual  for  the  issue,  are  noted,  as  is  a  small  lint  mark  be¬ 
yond  the  arrows.  All  in  all  this  is  a  lustrous  and  quite  pleasing 
example  of  the  last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  to  Right  format,  a 
motif  which  commenced  in  1796. 

From  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.  on  August  6,  1935. 


Famous  1808  Quarter  Eagle 


1942  1808  B-l.  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  for  the  grade  and,  in  fact, 

a  better  than  average  strike.  Typically,  1808  quarter  eagles  are  light¬ 
ly  impressed  around  the  rims,  and  while  this  has  a  small  area 
of  light  impression  over  AT  of  STATES,  and  traces  of  some  ad¬ 
justment  marks  at  the  lower  part  of  the  obverse  rim,  all  in  all  it 
is  unusually  fine. 

Only  2,710  examples  of  this  date  were  struck.  For  this  reason 
alone  the  issue  would  be  scarce,  as  indeed  it  is,  but  the  desira¬ 
bility  goes  far  beyond  the  low  mintage,  for  it  represents  the  only 
year  in  which  the  Capped  Bust  to  Left  format  was  used  on  a  large- 
diameter  planchet.  Thus,  this  single  date  is  a  key  to  completion 
of  a  United  States  gold  type  set. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Noru'eb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 
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Rare  1821  Quarter  Eagle 


1943  1821  B-l.  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  with  prooflike 

fields  in  many  areas,  including  within  the  shield  stripes.  On  the 
obverse  at  the  center,  virtually  hidden,  are  some  minor  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks.  Here  is  a  sharp  example  of  the  first 
appearance  of  the  new  design  with  Capped  Head  to  Left,  reduced 
diameter,  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  in  1808,  but  with  the  cen¬ 
tral  portrait  smaller  and  with  stars  over  the  head.  On  the  reverse 
appears  the  motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  This  general  format  was 
continued  through  the  first  half  of  the  year  1834. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norzveb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Attractive  and  Rare  1824/1  $2V2 


1944  1824/1  overdate.  B-l.  AU-50,  partially  prooflike.  Sharply  struck 

and  very  lustrous.  A  tiny  rim  nick  is  seen  near  the  first  star.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  still  another  rarity  in  the  quarter  eagle  se¬ 
ries;  one  of  just  2,600  pieces  reported  struck. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  October  25,  1935. 


Important  1825  Quarter  Eagle 


1945  1825  B-l.  EF-45.  Some  prooflike  surface.  A  very  nice  example  of 

the  grade.  Here  is  still  another  rarity  in  this  "rarest  of  the  rare" 
area  of  quarter  eagle  coinage,  the  early  styles  from  1796  through 
1834. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


Very  Rare  1826  Quarter  Eagle 


1946  1826  B-l.  VF-30  or  slightly  finer.  Bright  yellow  surfaces.  The  date 

is  slightly  repunched  (see  footnote). 

Only  760  quarters  are  reported  to  have  been  produced  from 
these  dies,  making  the  issue  a  highly  prized  rarity.  The  mintage 
is  the  lowest  recorded  for  any  of  the  Capped  Head  to  Left  style 
quarter  eagles  from  1821  through  1834.  Probably  about  two  doz¬ 
en  exist  today. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  December  1952. 

This  issue  was  formerly  known  as  "1826/5,"  but  today  most  authorities  feel  that  it 
is  not  an  overdate— although  the  editor  of  Guide  Buck  of  United  States  Coins  obviously 
disagrees,  for  it  continues  to  be  listed  as  an  overdate  year  after  year. 

All  1826  quarter  eagles  were  apparently  struck  from  a  single  pair  of  dies,  so  the  dis¬ 
cussion  may  be  moot.  A  more  proper  description,  in  our  opinion,  would  be  "1826  rvcut 
date"  or,  if  you  prefer  repunched  date. 

Traces  of  another  figure  appear  under  the  last  digit.  In  the  upper  left  part  ol  the 
outer  curve  of  the  numeral  6,  there  is  a  "cornice,"  which  has  led  some  to  believe  that 
this  is  the  upper  left  part  of  a  5  digit,  although  this  cannot  be  verified. 
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Elusive  1827  Quarter  Eagle 


1947  1827  B-l.  Value  of  F-15,  but  actually  EF-45  to  AU-50,  but  lightly 

cleaned  with  an  eraser  or  other  abrasive  substance.  Sharp  and 
well  detailed  in  all  areas. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 


Rare  1830  Quarter  Eagle 


1949  1830  B-l.  AU-50,  prooflike.  Some  light  rim  nicks  are  noted.  A 

pleasing  specimen  among  this  illustrious  offering  of  quarter  ea¬ 
gle  rarities.  It  is  reported  that  4,540  were  struck  of  this  date.  Pos¬ 
sibly  three  dozen  survive. 

.  Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


Prooflike  1829  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1948  1829  B-l.  AU-58,  fully  proof  like.  Quite  possibly  a  presentation 

piece,  although  we  do  note  that  the  vertical  stripes  of  the  shield 
are  not  completely  separated.  The  obverse  shows  a  few  trivial  rim 
nicks.  All  in  all  the  coin  has  a  superb  aspect,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  known  of  this  rare  date. 

This  piece  seems  to  be  comparable  to  the  Proof-60  "or  so"  we 
offered  as  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  Lot  95,  in  1982— a  piece 
from  the  same  dies. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Thomas 
L.  Elder  in  1935. 


1950  1831  B-l.  AU-55,  prooflike.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  rare 

issue — still  another  cameo  in  this  "rarest  of  the  rare"  offering. 
From  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Rare  1831  $2VZ 


Attractive  and 
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Rare  1832  Quarter  Eagle 


1951  1832  B-l.  EF-45.  A  few  scattered  marks  are  noted,  including  one 

above  the  fourth  star.  Still  another  rare  quarter  eagle  issue. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Rare  1833  Quarter  Eagle 


1952  1833  B-l.  Value  of  VG-8  to  F-15,  but  actually  EF-40,  with  some 

scraping  marks  in  the  field  at  the  left  of  the  reverse  (possibly  to 
remove  a  mark?),  and  with  a  purplish  hue,  possibly  because  the 
piece  was  subjected  to  recoloring  by  heat.  We  suggest  examining 
this  coin  in  person  before  bidding,  as  there  are  sufficient  varia¬ 
bles  that  it  is  difficult  to  properly  evaluate  it  otherwise. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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Exceedingly  Rare  1834  With  Motto  Quarter  Eagle 


1953  1834  With  Motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  B-l.  EF-40,  prooflike. 

Here  is  the  great  rarity  among  quarter  eagles  of  this  era.  Al¬ 
though  4,000  pieces  were  reported  to  have  been  minted,  this  is 
misleading,  for  nearly  all  went  to  the  melting  pot  prior  to  release. 
When  Mint  Director  James  R.  Snowden  studied  production  figures 
for  his  Mint  Manual,  published  in  1860,  he  was  able  to  ascertain 
no  record  that  these  pieces  were  ever  released  into  circulation. 
At  the  time,  the  meltdown  value  of  each  quarter  eagle  was  $2.66, 
so  any  pieces  distributed  would  have  immediately  gone  to  specu¬ 
lators  and  bullion  dealers.  Of  the  fewer  than  one  dozen  known 
specimens,  several  are  Proofs  or  impaired  Proofs— -possibly  in¬ 
cluding  the  piece  here,  which  exhibits  much  prooflike  surface. 
Apparently  just  a  few  ever  left  the  Mint. 

Walter  Breen  was  able  to  trace  the  existence  of  just  11  pieces, 
of  which  the  present  coin,  purchased  from  Numismatic  Gallery 
on  January  2,  1953,  may  be  number  six  or  seven  on  the  list.  The 
enumeration  follows: 

1.  The  specimen  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  Proof. 

2.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin  sold  by  us  in  October  1982.  From 
the  John  H.  Clapp  Collection,  1942.  Earlier  from  J.  Colvin  Ran¬ 
dall,  December  1895. 

3.  A  specimen  which  appeared  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com¬ 
pany's  48th  sale;  earlier  as  the  property  of  Gaskill,  Ira  Reed,  A.J. 
Allen;  Extremely  Fine. 

4.  The  specimen  which  appeared  in  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company's  49th  sale;  earlier  a  duplicate  from  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 


lection,  earlier  in  the  Belden  Roach  and  James  Ten  Tyck  collec¬ 
tions,  described  in  1957  as  "a  brilliant  first  strike,  slightly  imper¬ 
fect,  with  many  earmarks  of  a  genuine  Proof.  Slightly  rubbed  in 
the  obverse  field  .  .  ."  B.  Max  Mehl,  describing  the  specimen  in 
the  Roach  Collection,  1944,  noted  that  it  was  a  ''brilliant  semi- 
Proof  that  was  originally  purchased  as  a  perfect  Proof  .  .  .  perfect 
in  every  respect." 

5.  The  example  which  appeared  in  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention  sale  of  1949;  earlier  the  property  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Cutler  Atwater  and  John  Story  Jenks;  Extremely  Fine.  This 
coin  later  appeared  in  Abe  Kosoff's  Chadwick-Darnell  sale,  May 
1952. 

6.  The  specimen  which  appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Gallery 
sale  of  the  "Memorable  Collection";  earlier  the  property  of  F.C.C. 
Boyd;  possibly  earlier  the  property  of  Hillyer  C.  Ryder;  AU. 

7.  The  Jerome  Kern  Collection  specimen,  earlier  the  property 
of  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green;  and  before  that  Waldo  C.  Newcomer; 
AU. 

8.  The  Graves  Collection  specimen;  earlier  from  the  Williams 
and  Menjou  collections;  Uncirculated. 

9.  The  specimen  which  appeared  in  the  ANA  Auction  in  1947; 
earlier  in  the  James  Lawson  Collection;  Very  Fine. 

10.  Harold  P.  Newlin  to  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  December  31,  1884. 
Sold  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Garrett  Sale  II,  1979.  Proof. 

11.  Mackenzie,  Nicholson  Family.  VF. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery,  January  2,  1953. 
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1954  1834  Classic  Head.  No  Motto.  AU-55.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck, 
and  with  most  original  mint  lustre  still  remaining.  A  prize  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  first  year  of  this  design. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  October  8, 
1909. 


1955  1835  AU-58,  prooflike.  Lightly  defined,  as  made,  at  the  centers. 

A  dazzling  coin,  with  the  obverse  and  reverse  fields  resembling 
that  seen  on  a  normal  Proof  issue.  This  is  one  of  the  most  remark¬ 
able  1835  quarter  eagles  to  be  sold  in  recent  times. 


Mint  State  1836  Quarter  Eagle 


I960  1838-C  EF-40.  A  sharply  struck  specimen  of  this,  the  first  branch 

mint  quarter  eagle,  and  the  product  of  the  first  year  of  operation 
of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  Just  7,880  were  made,  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  the  Classic  Head  series. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  on  November  6,  1909,  probably  from 
Thomas  L.  Elder. 

The  mintmark  is  sharply  double  punched,  with  traces  of  an  earlier  mintmark  visi¬ 
ble  below. 


1961  Pair  of  quarter  eagles:  1839  with  sharply  recut  date  (overdate?), 
VF-30  to  35;  1839-C  VF-30,  with  some  marks.  The  obverse  and 
reverse  both  being  struck  from  shattered  dies.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
Both  pieces  were  purchased  from  Thomas  L.  Elder,  the  first  by  Am¬ 
bassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  on  June  22,  1935;  the  second  by 
Albert  F.  Holden  on  November  12,  1909. 

The  Guide  Book  notes  that  "1839/8  varieties  exist  for  Philadelphia,  Charlotte,  and 
Denver  mints,"  and  although  this  may  be  the  case,  such  varieties  have  never  been  un¬ 
equivocally  described,  and  attribution  is  often  uncertain. 


1962  1839-D  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Some  edge  nicks.  Repunched  final  date 

figure,  possibly  "1839/8-D."  Scarce  issue. 


1956  1836  MS-60.  Separated  by  some  surface  marks  from  a  higher 

grade.  Sharply  struck,  and  well  defined  in  all  areas.  A  memora¬ 
ble  specimen  of  this  Classic  Head  issue. 


1963  1839-0  EF-40.  The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  this  design  type. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  William  Hesslein  on  November 
6,  1909. 


1957  1836  AU-50.  A  couple  of  rim  marks  are  noted,  not  unusual  for 
the  grade.  A  high-quality  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

1958  1837  EF-45. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection  sale. 


1964  1840  EF-40.  First  year  of  the  Coronet  or  Braided  Hair  type.  Scarc¬ 

er  than  catalogue  values  indicate. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  prior  to  1913. 


1959  1838  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  coin.  The  obverse  die  was 

smaller  in  diameter  than  the  reverse  die,  with  the  result  that  the 
reverse  rim  is  narrow  while  the  obverse  rim  is  broad. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  William  Hesslein  on  November 
6,  1909. 

To  be  more  specific  concerning  the  dimensions  of  this  coin,  the  diameter  is  23.2mm, 
normal  for  the  issue.  The  obverse  die,  measuring  to  the  outside  of  the  denticles,  but 
not  including  the  wide  rim,  measures  21.4mm,  while  the  reverse  die,  measured  the 
same  way,  would  have  been  22  Omm  in  diameter  The  Eliasberg  coin  was  similar,  as 
is  the  Akers  plate  coin  Could  all  1838  quarter  eagles  be  in  this  format?  Has  anyone 
ever  recorded  this  anomaly  before? 


1965  1840-C  EF-45.  A  very  pleasing  example. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


1966  1840-C  EF-40. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 
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Rare  1840-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1967  1840-D  VF-30.  A  sharp  example  of  a  major  rarity  of  the  era.  Just 

3,532  were  coined,  the  lowest  Dahlonega  mintage  figure  of  the 
decade. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 


Condition  Census  1840-0  Quarter  Eagle 


1968  1840-0  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  few  minor  rim  marks  are  noted.  Sharp¬ 

ly  struck,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  One  of  the  finest  known  ex¬ 
amples.  Although  possibly  four  or  five  different  pieces  have  been 
offered  as  Uncirculated  over  the  years,  it  is  not  known  how  these 
would  fare  if  examined  in  light  of  today's  grading.  In  any  event, 
.there  is  no  question  that  the  present  coin  is  among  the  top  half 
dozen  known  and  thus  is  a  Condition  Census  piece. 

A  landmark  coin  for  the  specialist,  one  which  will  undoubted¬ 
ly  see  exceptionally  strong  bidding  action. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 

The  reverse  die  is  different  from  that  illustrated  in  the  Akers  book  and  from  the 
Eliasberg  coin  sold  by  us  in  1982.  The  fraction  bar  on  the  present  coin  points  at  the 
lower  right  of  the  mintmark,  whereas  on  the  Eliasberg  and  Akers  coins  the  fraction 
bar  points  to  the  space  beyond  the  right  side  of  the  mintmark. 


1969  1840-0  VF-30.  Reverse  die  as  preceding. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Kendrick  on  September  11,  1909. 
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1841  "Little  Princess"  Quarter  Eagle 


1970  1841  Proof-50  to  55.  A  Proof  coin  which  has  seen  light  circulation 

and  which  displays  friction  in  the  fields.  Sharply  defined  in  all 
areas,  and  very  attractive. 

When  we  offered  the  Eliasberg  Collection  1841  quarter  eagle 
at  auction  in  October  1982,  we  noted  that  this  piece  was  the  last 
major  variety  acquired  by  Louis  Eliasberg  in  his  successful  effort 
to  get  one  of  each  and  every  United  States  coin  date  and  mint- 
mark  issue  from  the  1793  half  cent  to  the  1932  double  eagle.  In 
connection  with  the  Eliasberg  offering  we  gave  a  brief  history  of 
the  issue,  which  is  repeated  herewith: 

According  to  the  survey  done  by  David  Akers,  the  1841  is  one 
of  the  rarest  quarter  eagles  from  the  standpoint  of  condition.  The 
1841  is  the  second  rarest  quarter  eagle  as  rated  by  auction  appear¬ 
ance,  being  tied  with  the  1806/5  overdate  and  the  1854-S.  Only 
the  1804  with  13  stars  on  the  reverse  has  appeared  less  frequent¬ 
ly  at  auction,  and  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  this  figure 


may  be  on  the  low  side  as  not  all  cataloguers  have  taken  the  time 
to  count  the  reverse  stars.  Some  may  have  been  offered 
unidentified. 

The  mintage  of  the  1841  quarter  eagle  is  unknown.  It  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  examples  were  struck  only  in  Proof  condition  for  in¬ 
clusion  in  specimen  sets  of  the  year;  however,  certain  numismatists 
feel  there  were  a  few  business  strikes. 

Although  he  does  not  specifically  state  this,  Walter  Breen  seems 
to  believe  that  all  specimens  were  originally  struck  as  Proofs,  for 
in  his  enumeration  of  nearly  a  dozen  known  pieces  appearing 
in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  he  lists 
certain  lower  grade  examples  in  Fine,  Very  Fine,  and  other  worn 
grades  without  identifying  them  as  business  strikes. 

David  Akers  takes  an  ambivalent  view.  Addressing  the  situa¬ 
tion  he  notes  that:  "Most  numismatists  and  cataloguers  feel  that 
this  is  a  Proof-only  date  and  that  all  known  specimens  were 
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originally  struck  in  Proof  for  inclusion  in  presentation  sets.  This 
seems  unlikely  to  me  and  I  am  not  convinced  that  the  1841  is  a 
Proof-only  date.  First  of  all,  there  are  far  too  many  specimens 
known  when  compared  to  other  Proof  quarter  eagles  (or  Proof 
gold  of  any  other  denomination)  of  the  same  period.  Fewer  than 
five  Proofs  are  known  of  every  other  quarter  eagle  from  1840  to 
1848,  and  yet  I  would  estimate  that  at  least  12  and  possibly  as 
many  as  15  1841s  are  known.  Only  a  few  of  them  are  clearly  une¬ 
quivocally  Proofs,  such  as  the  coin  in  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion,  the  piece  in  Louis  Eliasberg's  collection,  the  Davis-Graves 
coin,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others.  Most  of  the  others  are  well 
circulated  and,  in  fact,  grade  from  Very  Good  to  Extremely  Fine. 
More  importantly,  the  supposedly  'impaired  Proofs'  just  don't  look 
like  impaired  Proofs.  Consider,  for  example,  the  Wolfson  speci¬ 
men,  which  was  subsequently  in  the  Shuford  sale  and  then  in 
the  1974  Numismatic  Association  of  Southern  California  sale  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  American  Auction  Association  (division  of  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Ruddy  Galleries).  Although  barely  circulated,  it  has  al¬ 
most  no  trace  of  a  Proof  surface  and  few  of  the  other  characteristics 
of  a  genuine  Proof  (such  as  a  square  edge),  although  it  does  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  struck  from  the  same  dies  as  the  Proofs  .  .  ." 

Then  in  the  same  page  of  his  text  David  Akers  implies  that  all 
pieces  may  indeed  have  been  struck  as  Proofs:  "All  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  1841  were  apparently  struck  from  the  same  dies.  Some 
pieces  are  obviously  Proofs.  This  would  normally  indicate  that 
they  were  all  struck  as  Proofs  since  I  know  of  no  other  non-Proof 
gold  coins  of  any  denomination  or  date  that  were  struck  from  the 
same  dies  as  Proofs  of  the  same  year."  [It  is  perhaps  relevant  to 


mention  here  that  a  number  of  instances  of  Proof  dies  being  used 
to  strike  coins  for  circulation  are  known.  Certain  later  date  gold 
dollars  are  examples  (refer  to  the  Breen  reference).] 

In  his  study  of  quarter  eagles  published  in  the  1960s,  and  again 
in  his  book  on  Proof  coins  published  in  1977,  Walter  Breen  noted 
that  the  1841  quarter  eagle  was  unknown  to  numismatists  until 
Edgar  H.  Adams  published  his  book  in  1909.  The  latter  stated  in 
his  discussion  of  1841  quarter  eagles  that  "only  two  of  these  coins 
are  known  to  be  in  existence." 

However,  neither  Adams  nor  Breen  was  aware  that  the  1841 
quarter  eagle  was  not  only  known  to  numismatists  years  earlier 
but  actually  was  illustrated  on  a  plate  in  the  pioneering  book  pub¬ 
lished  in  America  for  coin  collectors  in  1842  by  Eckfeldt  and 
DuBois,  A  Manual  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  All  Nations,  Struck 
Within  the  Past  Century.  Further,  James  Ross  Snowden's  A  Descrip¬ 
tion  of  Ancient  and  Modem  Coins  in  the  Cabinet  Collection  at  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States,  published  in  1860,  shows  that  1841  quarter 
eagles  were  manufactured  as  "patterns,"  probably  a  reference  to 
Snowden's  knowledge  that  pieces  may  have  been  produced  only 
as  Proofs  and  that  none  were  made  for  regular  circulation.  More¬ 
over,  studies  of  19th-century  auction  catalogues  and  other  earli¬ 
er  publications  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  research  associate  for  the 
present  catalogue,  unearthed  several  listings  of  1841  Philadelphia 
Mint  quarter  eagles. 

The  term  "Little  Princess"  used  in  connection  with  the  1841  half 
eagle  was  devised  by  the  late  Abe  Kosoff,  who  considered  this 
particular  issue  to  be  one  of  his  great  favorites  among  American 
rarities. 


Sharp  EF  1841-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1971  1841-D  EF-40.  A  few  marks  are  seen  on  the  portrait  of  Miss  Lib¬ 

erty.  Here  is  a  very  nice  example  of  a  piece  which  is  rarely  seen 
in  a  grade  finer  than  this.  Actually,  the  piece  is  elusive  in  any 
state  of  preservation. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 


1972  1842  value  of  F-15,  but  actually  VF-30,  cleaned. 

In  his  book  on  the  denomination,  David  Akers  relates  an  in¬ 
teresting  anecdote  concerning  the  1842  quarter  eagle: 

"Between  1863  and  about  1915  this  date  was  considered  to  be 
semi-unique  (two  known):  It  has  several  early  auction  records 
over  $100  and  the  Taylor-Windle  specimen  brought  $155  in  1908. 
Many  more  are  now  known  than  just  the  two  original  pieces,  but 
the  coin  is  still  scarce  in  all  grades.  .  ." 

Part  of  the  early  fame  of  the  1842  may  have  been  due  to  an  in¬ 
nocent  misinterpretation  of  listings  in  two  different  guidebooks 
to  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  which  featured  the  1842  quarter  eagle 
as  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  Mint  Cabinet.  Surely  the  coin  meant 
was  the  1841  quarter  eagle,  but  it  was  listed  in  print  as  1842,  and 
the  error  was  repeated. 


So  far  as  we  know,  there  is  nothing  in  the  literature  to  indicate 
that  the  1842  quarter  eagle  is  any  rarer  than  the  mintage  of  2,823 
would  suggest.  Of  course,  in  an  absolute  sense  it  is  indeed  rare, 
but  it  is  not  at  all  in  the  league  of  the  famous  1841.  David  Akers 
cites  43  auction  appearances  during  the  past  half  century,  which, 
excluding  duplication,  probably  amounts  to  about  two  dozen  or 
so  individual  coins. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 

1973  1842-C  VF-30.  Low-mintage  Charlotte  issue;  6,729  were  struck. 

From  R.  Green,  the  Chicago  dealer,  January  14,  1953. 


Rare  1842-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1974  1842-D  EF-45.  A  very  sharp  specimen  with  ample  traces  of  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre.  This  issue  is  very  hard  to  find  in  any  grade,  as 
the  low  mintage  4,643  would  suggest. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

1975  1842-0  F-15. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 

1976  1843  VF-30. 
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Superb  1843-C  Small  Date  $2V2 


1977  1843-C  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  AU-58,  prooflike.  A  Condition  Cen¬ 

sus  coin  which  is  certainly  among  the  top  half  dozen  finest  known 
examples  of  this  rarity. 

The  piece  here  offered  is  from  a  very  late  state  of  the  dies,  and 
shows  a  break  (seen  as  well  on  other  specimens  examined)  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  denticles  at  the  lower  left,  to  the  bust  point. 
The  obverse  die  is  severely  bulged,  indicating  that  once  this  piece 
was  struck,  few  others  could  have  been  struck  after  it. 

The  Guidebook  of  United  States  Coins  gives  a  mintage  figure  of 
2,988  pieces  for  this  variety,  as  opposed  to  23,076  for  the  Large 
Date,  Plain  4  issue.  The  present  cataloguer  suspects  that  this  es¬ 
timate  is  simply  educated  guesswork  (and  would  welcome  cor¬ 
respondence  from  anyone  who  has  information  to  the  contrary). 
However,  it  is  certain  that  the  piece  is  indeed  scarce  today  and, 
as  printed  sources  suggest,  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all  quar¬ 
ter  eagles. 

In  his  work  on  the  series,  David  Akers  noted:  "From  the  stand¬ 
point  of  the  total  number  of  appearances  at  auction,  the  1843-C 
Small  Date  is  the  sixth  rarest  quarter  eagle."  However,  he  modi¬ 
fies  this  by  adding  the  following:  "However,  I  have  seen  signifi¬ 
cantly  more  of  this  coin  than  I  have  of  many  other  dates  in  this 
series.  And,  in  fact,  in  one  collection  of  Charlotte  Mint  gold  coins 
that  I  saw  at  the  1974  ANA  Convention,  there  were  five  or  six 
different  pieces,  all  of  them  high  grade.  .  .better  than  EF.  Proba¬ 


bly  less  a  third  of  the  total  26,064  pieces  [of  1843-C  coins  totally] 
were  this  variety." 

Douglas  Winter's  study  on  the  series  Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins: 
1838-1861,  published  in  1987,  12  years  after  the  Akers  work,  had 
the  benefit  of  new  information.  The  Winter  commentary  follows: 

"The  Small  Date  1843-C  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any 
Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle.  Until  the  late  1950s,  however,  it  went 
unrecognized  as  a  rarity.  This  variety  was  obviously  coined  be¬ 
fore  the  1843-C  Large  Date  as  it  has  the  same  size  date  punch 
and  mintmark  found  on  the  1840  to  1842  Charlotte  quarter  ea¬ 
gles.  Most  specimens  have  a  knife  rim  at  the  left  obverse  and  on 
the  corresponding  reverse  position.  The  overall  quality  of  strike 
is  above  average,  with  the  obverse  always  displaying  sharper  de¬ 
tail  than  the  reverse.  Virtually  all  known  specimens  have  a  crack 
from  the  end  of  the  bust  to  the  rim  at  7:00.  In  its  late  state  this 
crack  becomes  a  noticeable  bulge.  After  having  been  overlooked 
as  a  rarity  for  so  long,  many  dealers  and  cataloguers  have  begun 
to  overestimate  its  actual  rarity.  According  to  David  Akers,  no  fewer 
than  eight  different  specimens  could  be  seen  at  the  1974  ANA 
Convention.  This  'embarassment  of  riches'  appears  to  have  been 
something  of  a  fluke  and  this  is  still  a  very  rare  coin.  Virtually 
all  of  the  surviving  specimens  grade  Very  Fine  to  Extremely  Fine; 
any  strictly  About  Uncirculated  or  better  coin  is  very  rare." 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


1978  1843-C  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  VU20. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


1979  1843-D  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  VF-20. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 
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Exceptional  1843-0  Small  Date  $2V2 


1980  1843-0  Small  Date.  AU-58  to  MS-60,  partially  prooflike.  A  very 
nice  example  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Condition-wise, 
the  piece  is  probably  among  the  top  dozen  finest  known. 

1981  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  Value  of  VF-20,  EF-40  with  a  small 
mark  on  the  face. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


EF  1843-0  Large  Date  $2V2 


1982  1843-0  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  EF-45  or  finer.  Sharp  and  with  much 

original  lustre  remaining.  This  piece  is  probably  among  the  top 
dozen  finest  known  examples  of  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  its  era. 
From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


in  higher  grades  and,  as  the  footnote  quotation  suggests,  is  un¬ 
appreciated  as  such. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

In  Charlotte  Mint  Cold  Coins:  1838-1861  Douglas  Winter  notes  concerning  the  variety 

"The  1844-C  illustrates  how  underrated  quarter  eagles  of  the  Charlotte  Mint  are.  An 
appearance  of  this  date  at  auction  is  seldom— if  ever— met  with  any  fanfare  Standard 
pricing  guides  accord  this  date  scant,  if  any,  premium  above  that  quoted  for  a  'com¬ 
mon'  Charlotte  quarter  eagle.  Even  the  most  cursory  examination  of  auction  records 
over  the  past  few  years  proves,  however,  that  this  date  is  among  the  rarest  of  all  Char¬ 
lotte  quarter  eagles.  The  strike  is  always  poor.  On  the  obverse,  the  hair  below  LIBE 
and  the  stars  are  always  weak.  Late  strikings  show  die  buckling  at  the  centers  which 
further  weaken  the  strike.  An  obverse  wire  rim  is  often  found  from  1:00  to  4:00  and 
from  7:00  to  10:00.  The  surfaces  are  usually  dull,  and  examples  with  any  degree  of 
original  mint  lustre  are  virtually  impossible  to  locate.  A  few  survivors  possess  mint- 
made  planchet  defects;  almost  all  known  pieces  display  obvious  (and  often  severe) 
circulation  marks.  The  vast  majority  of  1844-C  quarter  eagles  grade  Very  Fine.  About 
Uncirculated  specimens  are  extremely  rare  and  only  one  Mint  State  piece  is  currently 
known." 

We  remind  readers  that  the  Winter  book  is  available  from  us  in  softbound  form  for 
$14.95  or  hardbound  form  for  $29.95  plus  $2.00  postage  in  each  instance.  Order  separate¬ 
ly  from  your  bid  sheet  and  address  your  order  to:  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc., 
Publications  Department,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


1985  1844-D  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  example.  We  estimate  that 

the  best  part  of  100  specimens  of  the  1844-D  quarter  eagle  are 
known,  of  which  this  coin  is  probably  in  the  upper  25  percentile. 
•  Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


Sleeper  1844  Quarter  Eagle 


1983  1844  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Some  rim  nicks  are  noted.  "A  rare  great  date 

in  all  grades,"  notes  David  Akers.  Just  6,784  were  struck,  one  of 
the  lower  Philadelphia  Mint  production  figures  of  the  time. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Condition  Census  1844-C  $2V2 


1984  1844-C  AU-58.  A  very  attractive  example,  sharply  struck,  and  with 

a  generous  amount  of  original  mint  lustre.  This  issue  is  quite  rare 
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Oustanding  1845  Quarter  Eagle 


1986  1845  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  With  some  interest¬ 

ing  die  breaks  (see  footnote). 

MS-64  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are,  as  a  class,  quite  elusive, 
and  many  of  them  are  extreme  rarities.  However,  the  present  date 
is  not  an  extreme  rarity,  and  it  is  only  fair,  in  light  of  our  quota¬ 
tions  from  David  Akers  concerning  his  comments  about  rare  is¬ 
sues,  to  mention  his  words  on  this  present  coin  which  he  does 
not  consider  to  be  in  that  category:  "The  1845  offers  one  of  the 
most  common  dates  of  the  1840s  and  certainly  the  most  common 
Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  the  decade  in  choice  condi¬ 
tion.  A-reasonable  number  of  Choice  Uncirculated  examples  are 
known." 

David  Akers  cites  16  auction  appearances,  which,  allowing  for 
duplicate  appearances  of  the  same  coins,  probably  nets  to  about 
a  dozen  different  coins.  How  many  of  these  would  equal  MS-64 
by  today's  grading  is  not  known,  but  let's  estimate  that  a  half  dozen 
would.  Still,  on  an  absolute  basis  the  1845  in  this  grade  can  be 
considered  rare— perhaps  not  an  extreme  rarity,  but  certainly  rare 
in  comparison  to  later  issues. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company’s  48th  sale,  November  24,  1956, 
Lot  238,  earlier  from  the  "collection  of  a  famous  Eastern  numismatist ." 

Notes: 

1.  The  "collection  of  a  famous  Eastern  numismatist"  referred  to,  lacked  only  the  1841, 
1854- S,  and  1863  issues  to  be  complete.  In  the  New  Netherlands  catalogue,  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  presently  offered  coin  was,  in  part,  as  follows:  "Brilliant  Uncirculated,  close 
to  gem  grade.  Obverse  die  cracked  through  stars  before  face.  Reverse  twice  cracked 
completely  across:  from  I  of  UNITED  to  C  of  AMERICA;  from  2  of  denominator  to 
edge  just  right  of  F  in  OF.  For  some  reason,  these  quarter  eagles  are  seldom  seen  with 
pronounced  breaks.  .  ." 

2.  Under  magnification,  the  date  shows  unusual  characteristics.  The  first  three  figures 
of  the  date,  184,  are  very  bold  on  the  coin,  almost  in  high  relief,  so  to  speak.  The  third 
digit  is  much  lower  in  relief.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  first  three  digits  were  punched 
in  a  single  logotype,  leaving  a  space  to  be  filled  in  later.  When  the  space  was  filled 
in  by  the  number  5,  the  punch  was  not  forced  as  deeply  into  the  die. 


Census  coin,  a  piece  which  is  probably  among  the  top  dozen  finest 
known  examples. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Kendrick  on  September  16,  1909. 

At  the  risk  of  being  overly  technical,  we  note  that  the  first  three  digits  of  the  date, 
punched  from  a  logotype,  are  in  the  present  coin  in  strong  relief  at  the  left,  and  low 
relief  at  the  right,  indicating  that  the  logotype  punch  was  not  parallel  to  the  die  face 
when  it  was  impressed,  so  that  the  left  side  of  the  date  was  impressed  more  deeply 
into  the  die. 


Condition  Census  1845-0  $2V2 


1989  1845-0  AU-50.  Lustre  still  remains  in  protected  areas.  An  obverse 
nick  is  noted,  and  on  the  reverse  there  is  a  scrape  on  the  rim  past 
the  T  of  UNITED. 

The  1845-0  is  a  classic  issue  among  quarter  eagles.  Only  4,000 
pieces  were  struck,  according  to  the  current  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  however  apparently  this  figure  was  not  known  in 
earlier  times.  David  Akers  states  that  "Mintage  records  for  the 
1845-0  were  not  included  in  the  annual  Mint  Director's  report." 
The  varieties  were  alleged  to  have  been  "discovered"  by  B.  Max 
Mehl  years  ago.  Since  then  additional  specimens  have  come  to 
light,  to  the  point  today  at  which  probably  30  to  50  exist,  most 
being  in  lower  grades. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

1990  1846  EFM5.  A  scarce  and  somewhat  underrated  date.  "Underap¬ 
preciated"  and  "very  scarce,"  notes  David  Akers. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 


1991  1846-C.  We  wish  we  could  state  that  this  piece  was  AU,  EF,  or 

even  VF,  for  that  would  give  us  the  occasion  to  go  on  and  on  about 
how  scarce  it  is.  However,  the  present  piece  has  the  value  of  G-4 
and  is  better  described  as  a  VF-30  to  EF-40  which  shows  evidences 
of  having  been  run  over  by  the  proverbial  trolley  car,  or  other¬ 
wise  flattened  (seriously,  probably  used  as  jewelry  at  one  time 
and  forced  into  some  sort  of  a  restraining  collar).  It  would  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  know  how  the  seller  described  it  back  in  1935. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  October  25,  1935. 


Condition  Census  1846-D 


1987  1845  EF-45.  Edge  nick  on  obverse.  Die  breaks  similar  to  the 

preceding. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


1992  1846-D  AU-50.  Bright  and  with  much  lustre.  This  piece  is  believed 
to  rank  among  the  top  dozen  finest  of  the  variety. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 

1993  1846-0  VF-30.  Some  scattered  obverse  marks  are  noted.  A  scarce 
mintmark  issue. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 

1988  1845-P  AU-58.  A  high-grade  example,  sharply  struck,  and  with 

nearly  full  original  lustre.  A  mark  is  noted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
reverse  rim  and  is  mentioned  for  accuracy.  Here  is  a  Condition 


High-Grade  1845-D  Quarter  Eagle 
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1994  1847  EF-45.  A  scarce  and  considerably  undervalued  issue. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

The  first  digit  of  the  date  is  sharply  repunched  at  the  bottom,  the  second  digit  is 
repunched,  although  not  as  dramatically. 


1995  1847-C  EF-45.  Small  obverse  rim  nick. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Kendrick  on  September  16,  1909. 


1997  1847-0  EF-45.  A  pleasing  example. 

From  ].C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 

The  date  numerals  are  too  large  to  aesthetically  fit  properly  on  1847  quarter  eagles 
This  situation  is  true  of  pieces  produced  at  all  mints  that  year.  However,  on  the  presently 
offered  coin,  from  the  same  obverse  die  as  the  Eliasberg  coin  (but  not  the  same  ob¬ 
verse  die  as  the  Akers  plate  coin),  the  engraver  misplaced  the  date,  with  the  result 
that  the  left  serif  of  the  initial  digit  is  embedded  in  a  denticle  at  the  border. 


1998  1848  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-40  with  some  microscopic 

scratches  visible  under  magnification  on  the  obverse. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Exceptional  1847-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1996  1847-D  AU-58  to  MS-60.  An  exceptional  specimen,  sharply  struck, 

and  very  lustrous,  the  quality  which  probably  would  have  been 
called  "Uncirculated"  or  even  "Choice  Uncirculated"  a  few  years 
ago.  Dahlonega  coins  are  rarely  seen  this  nice.  Certainly  this  ex¬ 
ample  is  among  the  top  dozen  finest  known,  and  it  might  have 
an  even  higher  rating.  We  note  that  Louis  Eliasberg's  coin  was 
AU-50/55. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

From  the  standpoint  of  value  received  for  the  price  paid,  American  gold  coins  of 
the  mid  19th  century  offer  many  fantastic  opportunities  for  the  alert  buyer.  Nowhere 
is  this  more  true  than  among  such  denominations  as  the  quarter  eagle,  half  eagle,  and 
eagle.  Actually,  the  higher  two  denominations  are  even  less  appreciated  than  quarter 
eagles— but  all  three  denominations  offer  numerous  opportunities. 

Many  coins  are  available  at  "type"  prices,  even  though  they  may  be  rarities.  Even 
scarcer  issues  such  as  Charlotte  Mint  and  Dahlonega  Mint  quarter  eagles  are  apt  to 
catalogue  at  prices  which  are  tiny  fractions  of  what  later  coins  in  other  series  bring. 
For  example,  an  1847-D  quarter  eagle  in  AU  grade  catalogues  $1,100,  and  yet  there  are 
probably  no  more  than  a  couple  dozen  specimens  in  existence  in  all  of  numismatics. 
Contrast  this  to  an  1892-S  silver  dollar,  which  catalogues  in  the  same  price  range  ($800), 
but  which  exists  in  this  grade  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  examples.  Of  course,  a 
case  can  be  made  that  more  people  collect  Morgan  dollars  than  collect  quarter  eagles, 
and  we  are  not  saying  that  the  price  of  the  1892-S  is  unjustified.  We  are  saying,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  astute  numismatist  desiring  a  liberal  dose  of  rarity  along  with  whatever 
other  attributes  a  coin  may  possess,  with  all  of  these  features  at  a  reasonable  price, 
would  do  well  to  study  19th-century  American  gold  coins. 
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1999 


Superb  1848  CAL.  Quarter  Eagle 


1848  CAL.  commemorative  quarter  eagle.  MS-63,  prooflike.  A 

superb  specimen  which  rates  as  one  of  the  finest  known  exam¬ 
ples  of  this,  one  of  the  most  interesting,  romantic,  and  impor¬ 
tant  of  all  United  States  gold  coins. 

This  coin  is  important  as  the  first  official  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  coin  although  the  numismatic  fraternity  is  curious¬ 
ly  slow  in  recognizing  its  undisputed  commemorative  status  (see 
detailed  history  below).  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  landmark,  one  of  the  prizes  in  the  current  offering. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  February  1954. 

The  first  deposit  of  California  gold  from  the  American  River  region  was  received 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  December  8,  1848,  thus  confirming  the  stories  of  fabulous 
gold  discoveries  which  had  been  circulating  in  the  East  for  months.  The  following  day, 
December  9th,  a  deposit  of  228  ounces  of  gold  was  sent  by  Col.  Richard  B.  Mason, 
Jr.  from  California.  After  assaying,  the  gold  was  reported  to  average  .894  fine.  The  metal 
had  been  purchased  in  California  at  $10  per  ounce  (a  sharp  discount  from  the  market 
price  in  the  East)  under  the  sanction  of  the  acting  governor,  using  money  from  a  civil 
fund.  Lieutenant  Lucien  Loeser,  messenger,  carried  the  gold  from  California  to  Washing¬ 
ton.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  capital  the  Washington  Union  reported: 

"We  readily  admit  that  the  account  so  nearly  approached  the  miraculous  that  we 
were  relieved  by  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses  on  the  subject.  The  specimens  have 
all  the  appearance  of  the  native  gold  we  had  seen  from  the  mines  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  Secretary  will  send  the  small  chest  of  gold 
to  the  Mint,  to  be  melted  into  coin  and  bars,  and  most  of  it  to  be  subsequently  fash¬ 
ioned  into  medals  commemorative  of  the  heroism  and  valor  of  our  officers.  Several 
of  the  other  specimens  he  will  retain  for  the  present  in  the  War  Office  as  found  in 
California  in  the  form  of  lumps,  scales,  and  sand;  the  last  named  being  of  different 
hues,  from  bright  yellow  to  black,  without  much  appearance  of  gold.  However  skepti¬ 
cal  any  man  may  have  been,  we  defy  him  to  doubt  that  if  the  quantity  of  such  speci¬ 
mens  as  these  be  as  great  as  has  been  represented,  the  value  of  gold  in  California  must 
be  greater  than  has  been  hitherto  discovered  in  the  old  or  new  continent;  and  that 
great  as  may  be  the  immigration  to  this  new  El  Dorado,  the  frugal  and  industrious 
will  be  amply  repaid  for  their  enterprise  and  toil." 

The  gold  was  subsequently  sent  by  Secretary  of  War  W.L.  Marcy  from  Washington 
to  Philadelphia  by  way  of  another  messenger  who  delivered  the  metal  to  Robert  M 
Patterson,  director  of  the  Mint  The  message  of  transmittal  follows: 

T  have  r>  i  eived  several  specimens  of  the  gold  recently  discovered  in  California,  and 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooper,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  will  place  in  your  hands 
a  quantity  of  this  metal  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  assayed.  As  doubts  exist  in  the 
minds  of  some  as  to  its  being  gold,  I  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  resolve  them 
at  once  and  furnish  me,  through  him,  with  the  result  of  your  examination  as  far  as 
respects  its  genuineness.  You  will  consult  your  convenience  in  presenting  a  more  full 
and  particular  report,  but  I  desire  it  at  an  early  period. 

"I  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  weight  of  the  specimen  sent.  The 
large  quantity— that  is  in  the  caddy— is  a  collection  from  the  various  localities  where 
the  metal  is  found.  The  note  which  accompanies  it  states  its  weight  to  be  230  ounces 
15  pennyweights  and  9  grains,  but  I  presume  it  will  be  found  to  fall  short  of  that  quan¬ 
tity,  as  some  of  the  finer  particles  have  sifted  out  notwithstanding  the  pains  taken  to 
guard  against  loss.  In  order  to  have  a  specimen  of  it  here,  I  request  you  to  deliver  one 
pound  of  it,  or  about  that  quantity,  to  Colonel  Cooper  to  bring  back. 

"If  the  metal  is  found  to  be  pure  gold,  as  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be,  1  request  you 
to  reserve  enough  of  it  for  the  two  medals  ordered  by  Congress  and  not  yet  complet¬ 
ed,  and  the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  small  bars,  I  wish  to  have 
coined  and  sent  with  the  bars  to  this  department.  As  many  may  desire  to  procure  speci¬ 
mens  of  coin  made  of  the  California  gold,  by  exchanging  other  coin  for  it,  I  would 
suggest  that  it  be  made  into  quarter  eagles  with  a  distinguishing  mark  on  each,  if  any 
variation  from  the  ordinary  issues  from  the  Mint  would  be  proper  and  could  be  con¬ 
veniently  made.  . 

The  two  medals  referred  to  were  subsequently  struck  from  other  bullion.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  quarter  eagles  with  the  distinguishing  mark  "CAL."  were  produced  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  December  1848.  On  January  5,  1849,  Director  Patterson  wrote  to  Mar¬ 
cy  explaining  that  delays  had  been  encountered  during  the  refining  of  the  metal  and 
by  stamping  the  letters  CAL.  on  the  reverse.  It  was  stated  that  the  gold  totaled  $3,910.10 
in  value  and  that  payment  from  the  Mint  would  be  made  in  the  form  of  $3,474.64  in 
coins  and  $435.46  in  two  bars  of  gold.  Assuming  that  the  $3,474.64  amount  was  con¬ 
verted  in  its  entirety  to  quarter  eagles,  which  seems  probable,  the  bullion  yielded  a 
mintage  of  1,389  specimens.  The  Mint  production  records  show  a  total  coinage  of  8,886 
quarter  eagles  during  1848,  of  which  2,759  were  produced  in  September.  It  is  believed 
that  the  latter  figure  included  a  maximum  of  1,389  with  the  distinguishing  counterstamp. 

The  1848  CAL.  quarter  eagle,  the  smallest  denomination  United  States  gold  coin  at 
the  time  (the  gold  dollar  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  the  following  year,  1844) 
thus,  became  the  first  commemorative  coin  issued  by  the  United  States  It  is  not  know  n 
how  many  citizens  wished  "to  procure  specimens  made  with  California  gold,  by  ex¬ 
changing  other  coin  for  it,"  but  probably  at  least  several  dozen  were  distributed  this 
way  The  vast  majority  of  pieces  known  today  show  extensive  wear,  indicating  that 
most  pieces  were  simply  released  into  circulation 
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Late  Die  State  1848-C  $2Vz  Condition  Census  1849-C  Quarter  Eagle 


2000  1848-C  EF-40.  Struck  from  an  exceedingly  late  state  of  the  obverse 

die,  showing  extreme  bulges  surrounding  the  portrait  of  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty.  This  must  have  been  one  of  the  very  last  coins  struck. 

The  1848-C  is  elusive  in  all  grades.  Probably  fewer  than  100  to 
200  survive  from  an  original  mintage  of  16,788. 

Acquired  at  the  August  1952  American  Numismatic  Association 
Convention. 


2003  1849-C  AU-50.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  example  which  ranks  among 

the  top  half  dozen  or  so  known  pieces.  Exceedingly  scarce  in  this 
lofty  state. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Ben  Green  on  October  1,  1909. 

Under  magnification,  the  third  digit  of  the  date  is  connected  with  the  fourth  by  an 
extraneous  line,  and,  like  the  preceding  coin,  the  lower  left  of  the  9  is  connected  with 
the  upper  curve;  again  this  is  not  an  overdate.  The  same  defective  9  punch  was  used 
to  prepare  the  die. 


High-Grade  1848-D  Quarter  Eagle 


2004  1849-D  EF40.  A  sharp  specimen.  Just  10,945  were  minted. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Dr.  Clifford  Smith  Collection,  May  1955, 
Lot  1524. 

Under  magnification,  the  date  of  this  piece  also  shows  an  extraneous  line  connect¬ 
ing  the  lower  part  of  the  9  with  the  top. 

Another  interesting  curiosity  is  that  the  date  was  punched  too  low  on  this  coin,  but 
the  mint  engraver  recognized  it,  and  as  a  result  the  denticles  below  the  first  digit  of 
the  date  have  been  shortened,  so  as  to  make  the  field  larger  at  that  point,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  numeral  from  running  into  the  denticles.  All  of  this  is  very  obvious  under 
high-power  magnification. 


2001  1848-D  AU-55  to  58.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  Dahlonega  Mint 

issue.  The  present  coin,  about  equal  to  the  Eliasberg  example, 
is  probably  among  the  top  two  or  three  dozen  finest  known. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


2002  1849  AU-55.  Sharp  and  very  lustrous.  "This  date  is  definitely  un¬ 

derrated  and  undervalued,"  notes  David  Akers. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

The  last  digit  of  the  date,  the  9,  has  a  small  line  connecting  the  knob  with  the  upper 
curve,  giving  the  appearance  of  what  a  number  of  people  have  suggested  may  be  an 
"overdate,"  1849/8.  However,  under  extremely  strong  magnification,  it  is  apparent  that 
this  connecting  line  is  simply  a  defect  in  the  9  punch  and  is  not  in  evidence  of  an  un¬ 
dertype  8. 

The  date  was  prepared  by  punching  the  die  with  the  first  three  digits,  184,  then  ad¬ 
ding  the  final  digit,  9,  later.  If  the  final  digit  had  been  added  in  the  same  size  as  the 
later  9,  then  other  parts  of  the  undertype  8  would  be  visible,  not  just  a  thin  line  con¬ 
necting  the  lower  ball  with  the  upper  curve.  If  a  tinier  than  normal  8  punch  had  been 
used  by  error,  and  then  had  been  overpunched  with  a  correctly-sized  9  digit,  then 
ample  traces  of  the  earlier,  smaller  8  would  be  seen  within  the  top  loop  and  bottom 
opening  of  the  9,  whereas  both  of  these  areas  are  completely  free  of  any  extraneous 
segments. 


2005  1850  AU-55  to  58. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


High-Grade  1850-C  Quarter  Eagle 


2006  1850-C  AU-55.  This  is  one  of  the  finer  examples  to  come  on  the 

market  in  recent  times.  Douglas  Winter  believes  that  just  seven 
or  eight  comparable  coins  exist. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


2007  1850-D  AU-50.  Very  sharp,  and  with  much  lustre  still  remaining. 

A  very  pleasing  specimen. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  Wayte 
Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  J935. 
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Outstanding  1850-0  Quarter  Eagle 


2008  1850-0  AU-55.  An  outstanding  specimen,  certainly  among  the 
top  dozen  finest  known,  of  this  issue,  a  variety  which  is  elusive 
in  higher  grades. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

2009  1851  EF-45. 

As  is  true  of  so  many  quarter  eagles  of  this  period,  the  date  did  not  fit  comfortably 
in  the  space  allotted  between  the  neck  truncation  of  Miss  Liberty  and  the  denticles 
below.  The  top  of  the  first  digit  is  embedded  in  the  bust  point,  while  the  denticles 
below  it  have  been  shortened  in  order  to  prevent  the  numeral  from  running  into  them. 


2010  1851-C  VF-20.  Several  scratches  are  noted  above  the  eagle  on  the 

reverse.  One  of  perhaps  60  known  examples  of  this  variety. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nonveb  from  Wayte 
Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  2935. 


2011  1851-D  EF-40.  Some  scattered  obverse  and  reverse  marks. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nonveb  from  Wayte 
Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935 

A  horizontal  dash  or  spine  projects  from  the  lower  right  of  the  5  digit  and  extends 
in  the  field  part  way  toward  the  1. 


2012  1851-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  scratch  is  seen  near  the  date. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Nonveb  from  Wayte 
Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Mint  State  1852  Quarter  Eagle 


2013  1852  MS-60/63.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty.  A  pleasing  exam¬ 

ple  of  this  early  Liberty  Head  issue. 

The  date  numerals  are  now  significantly  smaller  than  on  earlier  issues,  making  it 
possible  to  comfortably  fit  the  date  in  the  space  allotted.  Apparently  the  mint  engraver 
finally  tired  of  trying  to  squeeze  the  numbers  into  the  small  space  between  the  trunca¬ 
tion  and  denticles. 


2014  1852-C  EF-40.  A  nice  example  of  this  popular  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


2015  1852-D  VF-35.  A  rare  issue  in  any  grade. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


2016  1852-0  EF-45  to  AU-50. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  October  8, 
1909. 

2017  1853.  Value  of  VF-30,  but  actually  EF-40  but  with  a  mark  on  the 
coronet. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 
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Condition  Census  1853-D  %2Vi 


2018  1853-D  AU-55.  Quite  lustrous.  With  lightness  of  strike  in  areas 

as  on  all  authentic  examples.  One  of  the  finer  known  pieces  of 
an  issue  of  which  just  3,178  were  struck. 


2022  1854-C  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  This  coin  is  undoubtedly  among  the  top 
dozen  or  so  finest  known. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


1853-D  EF-45.  Another  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


Important  1854-D  Quarter  Eagle 


moved,  and  with  traces  of  the  mount  visible  in  the  denticles  on 
the  top  rim. 

The  1854-D  is  a  classic.  Just  1,760  were  minted,  and  from  this 
figure  probably  fewer  than  50  are  known  today. 


AU  1854-C  Quarter  Eagle 


2019 


2024  1854-0  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-40  with  some  scattered  sur¬ 
face  marks. 

From  Stack's  on  October  18,  1935. 


2020  1854  AU-58  to  MS-60. 


2021  1854  AU-50  to  55. 
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Famous  1854-S  $2Vi  Rarity 


■  ■ 

2025  1854-S  value  of  F-12,  but  actually  VF-35  to  EF-40,  but  with  numer¬ 

ous  surface  scratches,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  famous  issues  among  American  gold  coinage,  and  also 
one  of  the  lowest-mintage  pieces,  just  246  were  struck.  The  Elias- 
berg  Collection  coin  sold  by  us  in  1982  was  graded  as  having  a 
VG-8  obverse  and  G-4  reverse.  Only  about  a  dozen  examples  of 
the  1854-S  survive  today,  all  of  which  show  extensive  wear. 

In  addition  to  the  low  recorded  mintage,  the  1854-S  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  that  in  David  Akers'  survey  it  was  the  second  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  in  terms  of  the  number  of  auction  appearances  over  the 
years,  and  was  tied  with  the  exceedingly  rare  1806/5  overdate  and 
the  1841  Only  the  1814  variety  with  13  reverse  stars  appeared 
less  frequently. 

In  Edgar  (I  Adams'  Official  Premium  List  of  United  States,  Pri- 
ivle,  and  territorial  Gold  Coins,  published  in  1909,  the  author  stat¬ 


ed  there  was  "no  record  of  public  sale"  for  the  1854-S.  The  earli¬ 
est  auction  appearance  that  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.  of  our  staff 
could  locate,  was  an  example  in  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  the  Belden 
Roach  Collection,  February  1944,  which  bore  the  following 
notation: 

"Until  1910  not  a  single  specimen  of  this  coin  was  known  to 
exist  in  any  collection.  I  discovered  one  specimen  through  my 
extensive  advertising.  It  was  sold  to  Mr.  John  Clapp  of  Washing¬ 
ton  at  over  $500.  This  coin  later  went  into  the  Eliasberg  Collection." 

Interested  readers  may  wish  to  refer  to  our  description  of  Lot 
170  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  where  the  background  of  the 
1854-S  is  discussed  in  quite  some  detail. 

Here  is  one  of  the  foremost  opportunities  in  the  present 
catalogue. 


-  152  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Quarter  Eagles 


Outstanding  1855  Quarter  Eagle 


2026  1855  MS-63/64.  An  outstanding  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with 
full  mint  frost.  A  very  pleasing  pre-Civil  War  issue. 

2027  1855  AU-55. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder,  date  not  recorded,  but  probably  pre  1913. 


High-Grade  1855-C  Quarter  Eagle 


2028  1855-C  AU-50.  A  coin  which  is  among  the  top  10  to  15  finest 

known.  David  Akers  noted  that  he  had  seen  only  four  or  five  in 
this  grade. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


2029  1855-D  AU-55.  A  superb  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  known  ex¬ 

amples  of  this  great  classic.  Easily  a  Condition  Census  item.  Finer 
than  the  Eliasberg  coin  which  is  graded  EF-40.  An  outstanding 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist  to  acquire  this  rare 
prize. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl,  date  not  recorded,  but  probably  1935-1937. 


Classic  1855-D 


Quarter  Eagle 


2030  1856  AU-50. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

The  size  of  the  date  numerals  was  again  reduced  this  year,  and  now  the  quarter  ea¬ 
gles  are  dated  with  very  small  numerals. 


2031  1856-C  value  of  VF-30,  but  actually  EF-45  with  some  scarcely  no¬ 

ticeable  planchet  frost,  and  with  a  lamination  mark  before  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  "This  is  a  very  underrated  date,  particularly  in 
higher  grades,"  notes  David  Akers. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Famous  1856-D  %2Vi  Rarity 


2032  1856-D  AU-50.  A  nick  is  noted  at  the  right  reverse  edge. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  Dahlonega  Mint  coins, 
primarily  because  of  the  enticingly  low  mintage  of  just  874  exam¬ 
ples.  Of  this  number,  possibly  three  dozen  or  so  exist  today,  of 
which  the  piece  offered  here  is  believed  to  be  among  the  top  10 
finest.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 
Seldom  seen  at  all,  and  even  less  frequently  seen  in  this  grade. 


2033  1856-0  EF-40.  "The  1856-0  is  definitely  a  sleeper,"  notes  David 
Akers.  Here  is  an  ideal  example  of  a  piece  being  valued  by  the 
Guide  Book  at  a  "type"  price,  but  which  is  sufficiently  rare  that 
there  may  be  fewer  than  50  to  75  examples  in  existence! 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

2034  1856-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  piece.  Scarcer  than  the  mintage  figure  would 
lead  one  to  believe. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  December  31,  1952. 
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Possibly  Unique  Proof  1857  $2V2 


2035  1857  Proof-64.  A  superb  specimen,  glittering,  and  gorgeous  in 

every  respect.  A  few  mint-caused  mintmarks  are  noted,  as  made. 

This  may  be  the  only  specimen  known  to  exist.  The  coin  is 
specifically  cited  by  Walter  Breen,  who  wrote  that  it  is  believed 
to  have  earlier  been  in  the  William  H.  Woodin  Collection.  The 
same  writer  stated:  "One  other  rumored,  unconfirmed;  was  it 
traded  out  of  the  Mint  Cabinet?"  If  the  "rumored"  specimen  ex¬ 
ists,  then  there  could  be  two— but  if  so,  the  location  is  not  known 
to  us  David  Akers  says  "two  or  three  or  possibly  four  Proofs  are 


known,  but  only  one  has  sold  at  public  auction  since  1890,  that 
being  the  specimen  in  the  New  Netherlands  48th  Sale  in 
1956'— that  being  the  piece  offered  here. 

The  acquisition  of  a  Proof  1857  quarter  eagle  in  your  lifetime 
will  probably  be  dependent  on  whether  or  not  you  are  the  suc¬ 
cessful  bidder  for  Lot  2035  here  offered. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  48th  Sale,  1956,  earlier  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  owned  In/  William  H.  Woodin. 
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2036  1857  AU-50. 


2037  1857-D  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  AU-55  but  with  some  tiny 

scrapes  in  the  obverse  field,  not  noticeable  except  on  close  ex¬ 
amination.  Sharply  struck,  partially  prooflike,  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Needless  to  say,  here  is  a  rarity.  The  mintage  for  this  Dah- 
lonega  coin  was  just  2,364  pieces. 


that,  scarcely  a  word  about  date  sizes  is  to  be  found  in  the  literature,  and  yet  often 
the  numerals  used  for  the  date  of  one  year  may  be  significantly  larger  or  smaller  than 
those  used  for  the  date  of  a  preceding  or  following  year. 


2042  1858-C  EF-45.  Some  surface  marks  are  noted  but  are  not  signifi¬ 
cant.  Scarce  in  higher  grades. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  ].W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Superb  1857-D  Quarter  Eagle 


2038  1857-D  AU-50.  A  superb  specimen,  sharply  struck,  and  with  much 

original  mint  lustre  still  remaining.  A  planchet  lamination  is  seen 
in  the  field  above  the  back  of  Miss  Liberty's  head.  A  rare  prize. 
From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Eagle 


2043  1859  MS-60.  Wire  rim  in  areas.  Sharply  struck  and  very  frosty. 

As  David  Akers  notes,  in  1859  the  reverse  hub  was  changed,  and  Philadelphia  Mint 
dies  from  this  point  onward  show  differences  from  earlier  issues.  In  general,  the  fea¬ 
tures  are  more  delicate  on  the  new  issues. 


2039  1857-0  AU-50.  Very  scarce  and  quite  undervalued  in  this  high 

grade.  Probably  no  more  than  a  dozen  equivalent  or  finer  pieces 
exist. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  October  12,  1909. 


2040  1857-S  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  Very  scarce 
in  high  grades,  as  the  fact  that  the  Akers  book  is  illustrated  by 
a  Very  Fine  specimen  indicates— for,  in  general,  the  illustrations 
in  his  reference  are  from  extremely  high-grade  coins. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

2041  1858  EF-45. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

This  year  the  date  figures  were  slightly  enlarged  from  the  "tiny"  digits  used  in  1856 

and  1857.  ....  ,  , 

The  entire  subject  of  date  sizes  in  American  numismatics  is  relatively  unstudied  and 
provides  a  rich  opportunity  for  anyone  interested  in  pursuing  research  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  Instances  in  which  two  different  date  sizes  exist  in  the  same  year,  such  as  the 
previously-noted  1843  quarter  eagles,  date  sizes  are  mentioned.  However,  other  than 


Outstanding  1859-D  Quarter  Eagle 


2044  1859-D  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  This  is  one 

of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  an  issue  of  which  just  2,244 
were  struck. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

The  reverse  die  of  this  is  of  the  pre-1859  style,  with  slightly  larger  letters  and  less 
delicate  figures  (see  footnote  under  preceding  lot).  Obviously,  the  reverse  die  was  left 
over  from  earlier  times  and  was  used  for  economy  reasons. 
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2045  1859-S  EI^45  or  finer.  Some  edge  nicks. 

From  Neil'  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection, 
June  1955. 

The  reverse  is  from  the  pre-1859  hub  style. 


Rare  1860-C  Quarter  Eagle 


Important  1861-S  Quarter  Eagle 


2050  1861-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A  highly  important  piece  in 
this  grade.  David  Akers  was  able  to  find  only  one  Uncirculated 
coin  and  six  About  Uncirculated  pieces  sold  at  auction.  The  speci¬ 
men  offered  here  is  probably  among  the  top  half  dozen  finest 
known. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

2051  1862  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Tiny  planchet  lamination  near  13th  star. 
Scarce  in  higher  grades,  despite  the  generous  mintage  figure  of 
112,353  pieces. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


2046  1860-C  EF-45.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  low-mintage  date. 
Relatively  few  have  been  offered  at  auction  over  the  years. 
From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  2935. 

The  reverse  is  from  the  pre-1859  hub  style. 


Landmark  1860-S  Quarter  Eagle 


2047  1860-S  MS-64/63.  An  incredible  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with 

full  mint  lustre.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  are  on  the  reverse.  A 
small  mark  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim  at  3:00. 

Although  the  1860-S  is  plentiful  enough  in  lower  grades,  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade  only  a  few  pieces  are  known — probably  no  more 
than  three  or  four,  one  of  which  appeared  in  our  sale  of  the  Elias- 
berg  Collection.  Here  is  a  major  opportunity  for  the  quarter  ea¬ 
gle  specialist. 

The  reverse  die  is  of  the  pre-1859  style.  David  Akers  notes  that  the  old  styl  e  reverse 
was  employed  on  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  through  the  year  1877. 


"Highly  Desirable"  1862-S 
Quarter  Eagle 


2052  1862-S  AU-50.  Under  magnification  a  tiny  area  of  planchet  rough¬ 

ness  can  be  seen  between  the  10th  and  11th  stars,  and  some  light 
scratches,  not  readily  apparent  when  the  coin  is  viewed  casual¬ 
ly,  can  be  seen  in  the  left  obverse  field.  All  in  all  the  piece  has 
a  very  nice  aesthetic  appeal  and  attractive  aspect. 

Just  8,000  pieces  were  made  of  the  1862-S,  and  relatively  few 
of  these  survive  today.  David  Akers  considers  this  to  be  one  of 
the  highlights  of  the  series,  noting,  in  part:  "Very  rare  in  all  grades 
and  extremely  underrated.  This  date  is  seldom  available  in  any 
condition,  and  its  24  appearances  in  226  auctions  places  it  10th 
in  the  entire  quarter  eagle  series  according  to  rarity  by  number 
of  appearances  .  .  .  without  a  doubt,  the  1862-S  is  one  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  'sleepers'  in  the  entire  quarter  eagle  series,  and  any  specimen 
grading  EF  or  better  should  be  considered  highly  desirable." 


2048  1860-S  F-15. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 

2049  1861  AU-58. 


Duplicate  1862-S  Quarter  Eagle 


2053  1862-S  EF-40.  A  duplicate  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  issue. 
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Classic  1863  $2Va  Rarity 


2054  1863  Proof-45.  A  Proof  which  has  some  friction  and  which  has 

been  lightly  polished.  Much  original  Proof  surfaces  are  still  visi¬ 
ble  in  protected  areas,  in  the  shield  stripes,  among  the  letters,  etc. 

The  1863  is  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in  the  American 
gold  series.  Just  30  specimens  were  struck,  all  of  them  Proofs; 
no  business  strikes  were  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  To¬ 
day,  probably  around  a  dozen  exist,  although  no  survey  has  ever 
been  published.  The  issue  has  been  conspicuously  absent  from 
a  number  of  important  gold  sales  and  collections,  including  B. 
Max  Mehl's  remarkable  offering  of  the  William  Forrester  Dunham 
Collection  in  1941,  a  sale  which  included  the  1822  half  eagle. 

The  importance  of  the  1863  quarter  eagle  was  recognized  at  an 
early  date.  On  September  13,  1883,  a  scant  20  years  after  the  piece 
had  been  issued,  Harold  P.  Newlin,  in  the  course  of  extensive 


correspondence  with  a  Baltimore  collector,  T.  Harrison  Garrett, 
wrote  to  say  that  he  had  .  .  recently  secured  two  pieces  which 
were  obtained  at  the  Mint  in  the  year  they  were  struck,  by  the 
gentleman  from  whom  I  got  them.  They  are  the  gold  dollar  and 
quarter  eagle  of  1863.  They  are  in  beautiful  brilliant  Proof  condi¬ 
tion.  The  quarter  eagle  is  rare,  in  my  estimation  the  rarest  of  the 
series  of  quarter  eagles.  In  my  former  gold  collection  (originally 
the  Adams  Collection)  1  had  an  1863  $5  gold  piece  but  never  could 
obtain  the  quarter  eagle.  There  were  I  believe  but  30  struck  in  this 
year,  and  certainly  not  a  half  dozen  of  these  are  now  known  to 
collectors  .  .  ." 

Here  indeed  is  an  exceedingly  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery,  January  2,  7953. 
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Condition  Census  1863-S  %2Vi 


2055  1863-S  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  with  much  original  lustre.  The 

1863-S  is  sharply  underrated  in  higher  grades.  The  coin  offered 
here  is  believed  to  be  among  the  finest  half  dozen  pieces  in 
existence. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1927. 

The  S  mintmark  on  the  reverse  is  improperly  aligned  and  is  tilted  sharply  to  the  right. 


Incredibly  Rare  1864  Quarter  Eagle 


1865  Proof  $2V2  Rarity 


2057  1865  Proof-63  or  slightly  finer.  Brilliant,  deep  mirror  surfaces  high¬ 

light  the  devices  and  give  the  coin  a  cameo-like  appearance.  Only 
25  Proofs  were  coined  of  this  issue,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  all 
were  released.  Walter  Breen  traces  the  existence  of  only  nine  def¬ 
inite  specimens,  noting  that  some  are  "nicked,  scratched,  and 
poorly  cleaned." 

The  1865  quarter  eagle  is  exceedingly  desirable  in  any  grade, 
for  the  related  business  strike  mintage  was  just  1,520  pieces. 

It  may  be  many  years  until  a  comparable  piece  crosses  the  auc¬ 
tion  block.  As  a  survey  of  auction  records  indicates,  only  a  few 
have  been  sold  over  the  years.  The  1865  as  a  date — never  mind 
that  the  presently-offered  coin  is  a  superb  Proof— is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  of  all  coins  of  the  denomination. 


2056  1864  AU-55.  A  business  strike,  not  an  impaired  Proof.  Sharply 

struck,  and  with  much  frosty  lustre  still  remaining.  This  speci¬ 
men  may  be  the  finest  known  example  of  a  business  strike,  or 
certainly  close  to  it.  David  Akers  notes:  "I  have  neither  seen  nor 
heard  of  an  Uncirculated  1864  and  have  seen  no  more  than  six 
or  seven  business  strikes  in  all."  Just  2,824  business  strikes  were 
minted  in  a  time  in  which  gold  coins  were  not  being  paid  out 
by  the  Treasury.  It  is  probable  that  most  of  these  coins  were  melted 
or  exported.  In  any  event,  apparently  no  more  than  just  a  few 
business  strikes  survive  today  in  any  grade,  of  which,  as  noted, 
this  may  be  the  very  finest. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Condition  Census  1865-S  $2V2 


2058  1865-S  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains.  This  is  one 

of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  one  of  the  scarcer  branch  mint 
issues  of  the  series.  The  quality  of  the  coin  here  exceeds  the  Ak¬ 
ers  plate  specimen.  Another  prize  quarter  eagle. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 

The  reverse  was  struck  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin  the  1863-S  offered  under 
Lot  2055,  with  the  misaligned  mintmark. 
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Gem  Proof  1866  Quarter  Eagle 


2059  1866  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen,  one  of  the  very 

finest  known,  of  this  highly  desired  quarter  eagle  issue. 

Just  30  Proofs  were  struck  in  1866,  and  of  that  number  only 
about  a  half  dozen  specimens  can  be  reliably  traced  today.  As 


is  the  case  with  the  preceding  issue,  the  1866  as  a  date  is  desira¬ 
ble  in  any  grade,  never  mind  the  fact  that  this  Proof  is  the  "finest 
of  the  fine,"  the  "rarest  of  the  rare."  Still  another  outstanding  prize 
for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 
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2060  1866-  S  VF-30. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


1867  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


2061  1867  VF-35  to  EF-40.  Two  rim  marks  are  noted  below  the  date. 

Again  we  are  confronted  with  a  Philadelphia  Mint  rarity.  Just  3,200 
business  strikes  were  produced,  of  which  only  a  few  dozen  sur¬ 
vive  today. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  23,  2936. 


Landmark  1867-S  Quarter  Eagle 


2062  1867-S  MS-60.  Possibly  the  finest  known  specimen.  David  Ak¬ 

ers  traces  the  sale  of  just  two  other  pieces,  both  of  them  offered 
years  ago,  and  it  is  not  known  whether  these  would  equal  the 
present  coin  if  graded  according  to  today's  strict  standards.  At 
the  very  least,  the  presently-offered  coin  is  among  the  finest 
known,  and  it  may  be  the  very  finest.  A  rare  and  highly  desira¬ 
ble  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 

When  this  and  other  quarter  eagles  were  being  produced  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
in  the  late  1860s,  specie  payments  were  still  in  suspension  in  the  East,  and  gold  coins 
did  not  circulate  there.  The  monetary  situation  in  the  West  was  different,  and  coins 
were  found  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  In  addition,  and  even  more  important,  gold 
coins  were  used  actively  in  international  commerce,  especially  through  the  port  of  San 
Francisco. 

At  the  time  there  was  absolutely  no  interest  on  the  part  of  numismatists  in  collect¬ 
ing  gold  coins  by  mintmark  variety.  Not  a  single  collector  aspired  to  acquire  an  1867-S 
quarter  eagle  when  the  pieces  were  issued.  Years  later,  when  collecting  gold  coins  by 
mintmarks  became  popular— which  did  not  occur  until  the  20th  century— the  supply 
of  high  grade  early  issues  had  long  since  disappeared. 


Elusive  1867-S  Quarter  Eagle 


2063  1867-S  EF-45.  A  sharp  example  of  this  elusive  issue.  The  present 
coin  is  probably  among  the  top  10  to  15  specimens  known,  from 
a  quality  viewpoint. 

From  Fisher  on  September  20,  1 936. 


2064  1868  AU-55,  prooflike.  An  early  impression  from  the  dies. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


2065  1868-S  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  EF-45  to  AU-50  but  with  a  plan- 
chet  defect  at  the  last  digit  of  the  date. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 
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1869  Gem  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 


2066  1869  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  which  ranks  as 

one  of  the  very  finest  known  of  fewer  than  10  examples  believed 
to  be  in  existence  today.  David  Akers  notes:  “It  has  been  my  ex¬ 
perience  (and  the  auction  data  confirms  this)  that  the  1869  in  Proof 


is  actually  just  as  rare  as  the  more  famous  1863  or  1875." 

Here  is  another  memorable  quarter  eagle,  a  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist  and  connoisseur. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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Condition  Census  1869-S  $2V2 


2067  1869-S  AU-55  to  58.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  is¬ 

sue.  David  Akers  was  able  to  trace  only  five  AU  coins  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion  over  a  long  period  of  years,  and  this  figure  may  include  dupli¬ 
cate  appearances  of  the  same  piece.  Still  another  prize  for  the 
specialist. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


2068  1870  value  of  VF-30,  but  actually  AU-55  but  with  a  series  of  min¬ 
ute  lines  on  the  obverse  and  reverse— visible  under  magnifica¬ 
tion.  Overall  the  coin  has  a  pleasing  aspect. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

2069  1870-S  EF-40.  Quite  scarce  in  this  grade. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Rare  Mint  State  1871  $2Vi 


2070  1871  MS-60,  partially  prooflike.  A  very  early  impression  from  the 

business  strike  dies.  This  piece  is  believed  to  be  among  the  top 
dozen  finest  known. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1871-S  $2V2 


2071  1871-S  MS-64.  A  glittering  gem  example  which  is  certainly  among 

the  top  several  finest  known.  Still  another  rare  prize  for  the 
connoisseur. 


2072  1871-S  AU-55. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Low  Mintage  1872  Quarter  Eagle 


2073  1872  EF-45.  Separated  from  the  slightly  higher  grades  by  some 
obverse  marks,  particularly  to  the  left  of  the  date.  Considerable 
prooflike  surfaces  seen,  including  within  the  shield  stripes,  leading 
to  the  possibility  that  this  may  be  a  Proof  which  saw  a  year  or 
two  of  circulation. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  October  31,  1953. 

2074  1872-S  EF-40. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

Here  is  still  another  "sleeper"—  one  of  many  examples  which  could  be  cited.  If  we 
were  to  mention  all  of  them,  the  present  catalogue  would  be  twice  the  length  it  is  now! 
However,  we  cannot  resist  that  this  particular  variety,  graded  as  EF-40,  catalogues  just 
$250  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  one  of  the  lowest  prices  of  the  era.  And 
yet  David  Akers  found  only  a  dozen  EF  specimens  during  his  survey,  which  probably 
nets  to  about  eight  to  10  unduplicated  pieces— and  the  same  writer  further  notes  that 
the  issue  is  "very  scarce  in  all  grades." 

2075  1873  Open  3.  AU-50. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


2076  1873-S  Closed  3.  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce  in 

this  grade. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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Rare  1874  Quarter  Eagle 


2077  1874  Proof-45.  A  Proof  which  was  “spent"  and  which  now  has 

friction  in  the  fields.  One  of  just  20  Proofs  minted.  The  1874  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  low-mintage  issues  of  the  series. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 


between  the  first  and  second  stars.  Fairly  scarce  in  all  grades.  Mint¬ 
age:  1,652  coins. 

From  Fisher  on  September  20,  1936. 


2084  1877-S  MS-60  or  finer.  A  sharp  and  frosty  coin. 

The  reverse  used  on  this  and  subsequent  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  is  from  the  hub 
introduced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1859— with  smaller  and  more  delicate  letters, 
and  with  certain  other  features  subtly  changed. 


Classic  1875  Quarter  Eagle 


2078  1875  Proof-45.  A  Proof  which  spent  some  time  in  circulation,  quite 

comparable  to  the  preceding  coin.  Just  400  business  strikes  plus 
20  Proofs  were  minted  of  the  1875  date,  projecting  it  into  the  front 
rank  of  rarities  of  the  denomination.  Probably  fewer  than  30  quar¬ 
ter  eagles  bearing  this  date  still  survive  today. 

Here  is  an  important  opportunity  to  acquire  this  prime  classic 
issue. 


2079  1875-S  AU-55.  Quite  elusive  in  this  high  grade. 

2080  1875-S  AU-50.  Another. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

2081  1876  VF-30.  A  highly  prized  low-mintage  issue. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 


2085  1877-S  EF-45. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

2086  1878  EF-40. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Ben  G.  Green  on  November  3, 
1909. 

2087  1878-S  value  of  EF-40,  but  actually  AU-58  or  finer,  but  with  some 
tiny  scratches  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November 
12,  1909. 

2088  1879  AU-58.  Sharp  and  frosty. 

'  From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 

The  reverse  die  is  slightly  doubled  in  areas,  particularly  noticeable  at  the 
denomination. 

2089  1879-S  VF-30.  The  last  branch  mint  issue  of  the  Coronet  design. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  September  20,  1935. 

2090  1880  AU-58,  prooflike.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  low-mintage 
date. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


1881  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


2091  1881  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  glittering  example  of  one  of  the  scar¬ 

cest  issues  in  the  series,  particularly  among  later  dates.  Just  691 
quarter  eagles  bearing  this  date  were  struck. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


2082  1876-S  AU-50.  This  is  the  second  lowest  mintage  issue  among  San 

Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles,  with  the  1854-S  being  first.  Of  the 
5,000  struck,  probably  no  more  than  100  still  survive.  And  yet  this 
coin  has  almost  a  “type"  price  in  catalogue  listings! 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  April  28,  1937. 


Rare  1877  Quarter  Eagle 


Proof-58  1882  Quarter  Eagle 


2092  1882  Proof-58.  A  Proof  which  as  seen  some  friction  and  evidence 

of  contact.  One  of  just  67  Proofs  minted. 


2083  1877  value  of  VF-30,  but  actually  AU-50  but  with  a  burnish  mark 

on  the  cheek  of  Miss  Liberty  and  with  a  small  planchet  defect 
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Proof  1883  Quarter  Eagle 


2093  1883  Proof-60.  A  highly  desirable  example  of  this  low-mintage  is¬ 
sue.  Just  82  Proofs  were  minted  as  part  of  an  overall  production 
figure  of  only  2,002  specimens. 

Purchased  from  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  speci¬ 
fied,  but  before  1913. 


Choice  Proof  1884  Quarter  Eagle 


2094  1884  Proof-63.  A  glittering  specimen  of  this  highly  desirable  is¬ 

sue.  Just  73  Proofs  were  made,  of  which  only  two  or  three  dozen 
probably  exist  today.  Adding  to  the  desirability  of  this  coin  is  the 
related  low  business  strike  mintage  of  only  1,975  pieces.  Here  is 
truly  a  prize. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Rare  1885  Quarter  Eagle 


2095  1885  Proof-55.  A  proof  which  has  friction  in  the  fields.  The  1885 
is  still  another  extremely  desirable  date  in  the  quarter  eagle  se¬ 
ries.  Just  87  Proofs  plus  800  business  strikes  were  minted,  com¬ 
bining  to  make  the  piece  a  member  of  an  elite  class  of  quarter 
eagles— one  of  just  9  issues  with  a  business  strike  production  of 
fewer  than  1,000  pieces.  This  low  business  strike  production  has 
placed  an  extra  demand  on  the  few  remaining  Proofs. 


Gem  Proof  1886  Quarter  Eagle 


2096  1886  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  still  another  rarity 

in  the  series.  Of  the  88  Proofs  minted,  probably  no  more  than 
two  or  three  dozen  exist  today,  of  which  most  are  less  well  pre¬ 
served  than  this  one.  A  glittering  cameo  for  the  connoisseur— 
another  piece  which  has  the  appeal  of  an  extremely  low  mintage. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  speci¬ 
fied,  but  before  1913. 


2097  1887  AU-58.  Still  another  low  mintage  date. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  speci¬ 
fied,  but  before  1913. 
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Gem  Proof  1888  Quarter  Eagle 


2098  1888  Proof-64.  A  beautiful  glittering  gem.  A  splendid  example  of 
an  issue  of  which  just  97  Proofs  were  minted,  and  of  which  rela¬ 
tively  few  survived  in  high  grades. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

2099  1889  AU-58. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Gem  Proof  1893  Quarter  Eagle 


2103  1893  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem.  Still  another  prize.  Here  is  a  piece 

which,  from  the  standpoint  of  quality,  is  among  the  top  15  or  so 
surviving  examples. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


2100  1890  AU-55. 

From  Thomas  E.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 

2101  1891  AU-55. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  22,  1935. 


Gem  Proof  1892  Quarter  Eagle 


2102  1892  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  highly  desired 

date.  Not  only  is  this  piece  among  the  top  15  to  20  surviving  Proofs 
in  terms  of  quality,  but  it  has  the  added  appeal  of  a  low-mintage 
date.  Just  2,440  related  business  strikes  were  minted,  the  lowest 
production  figure  after  1885. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  August  12,  1953. 


2104  1894  MS-60,  partially  prooflike.  A  high  grade  business  strike  ex¬ 

ample  of  an  issue  of  which  just  4,000  were  made.  Here  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  value  if  you  can  buy  it  anywhere  near  the  catalogue  price! 
From  Thomas  E.  Elder  on  June  20,  1935. 


Choice  Proof  1895  Quarter  Eagle 


2105  1895  Proof-63.  A  glittering  little  cameo.  A  splendid  example. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  June  20,  1935. 


Sparkling  1896  Quarter  Eagle 


2106  1896  MS-63.  A  frosty,  sparkling  example  of  this  issue.  While  the 

coin  cannot  be  called  a  rarity  in  this  state,  still  it  is  probably  one 
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of  no  more  than  100  or  so  surviving  in  such  a  high  grade. 
From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  ]une  22,  1935. 

An  interesting  challenge  is  to  complete  a  'short  set"  of  Coronet-style  quarter  eagles. 
A  possible  jumping-off  spot  would  be  the  year  1880,  the  first  year  that  production  was 
accomplished  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  (without  related  branch  mint  coinages). 
Of  course,  there  are  a  number  of  rarities  in  the  early  1880s,  so  for  somewhat  less  of 
a  challenge,  a  starting  spot  of,  say,  1890  could  be  picked.  In  any  event,  even  the  rari¬ 
ties  are  quite  affordable  and  are  undervalued. 


Gem  Proof  1897  Quarter  Eagle 


2107  1897  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen,  one  of  the  very 

finest  survivors  from  136  Proofs  originally  minted. 


Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter  Eagle 


2108  1898  Proof-65.  Another  dazzling  gem  and,  again,  one  of  the  finest 

survivors  from  its  mintage. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Quarter  Eagle 


2109  1899  Proof-65.  Still  another  splendid  gem  Proof.  Although  the 

pedigree  of  this  and  certain  other  high-grade  pieces  of  the  era 
has  not  been  recorded,  it  is  quite  probable  that  they  were  obtained 
by  Albert  F.  Holden  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


2110  1900  Proof-64.  Still  another  glittering  gem.  An  outstanding  op¬ 

portunity  for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist  as  well  as  the  collector 
by  design  types. 


-  166 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Quarter  Eagles 


Proof  1901  Quarter  Eagle 


2111  1901  Proof-60  obverse/ Proof-64  reverse.  The  obverse  has  some  light 

scratches,  whereas  the  reverse  is  of  extremely  high  quality.  Here 
is  a  puzzling  piece  from  a  valuation  viewpoint— we  shall  let  the 
bidders  straighten  it  out  when  it  comes  up  for  competition. 


Gem  Proof  1905  Quarter  Eagle 


2115  1905  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  separated  from  Proof-65 

or  finer  status  by  a  few  planchet  marks  visible  under  magnifica¬ 
tion  (and  scarcely  worthy  of  notice— we  probably  should  have  ig¬ 
nored  them).  Here  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors  from  144  Proofs 
originally  struck. 


Gem  Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


2112  1902  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem,  and  quite  rare  so  fine. 


2113  1903  AU-58. 

Purchased  by  Albert  E  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  recorded, 
but  before  1913. 


Gem  Proof  1906  Quarter  Eagle 


2116  1906  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  exquisite  quality. 

Again,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors  of  its  mintage. 


2114  1904  MS-63. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  at  an  unspeci¬ 
fied  ANA  Convention,  probably  1952  or  1953. 


-  167- 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Quarter  Eagles 


Gem  Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


2117  1907  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  the  Coronet 

design.  Just  154  were  minted,  of  which  no  more  than  a  dozen 
or  two  survivors  could  equal  this  glittering  cameo.  Still  another 
rare  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 
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Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  Quarter  Eagle 


2118  1908  Gem  Matte  Proof-65  or  finer  Indian.  One  of  the  very  finest 

remaining  specimens  from  an  original  reported  mintage  of  236 
pieces— although  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  all  236  were  distribut¬ 
ed.  The  particular  piece  offered  here  was  purchased  by  Albert 
F.  Holden  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  the  time  of  is¬ 
sue  and  has  remained  in  the  same  collection  ever  since. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1908. 

The  1908  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  represented  an  innovation  in  American  coin¬ 
age.  Unlike  previous  issues,  the  highest  part  of  the  coin  was  the  field  or  background— 
normally  the  lowest  part— and  the  lowest  parts  were  the  lettering,  date  and  design 
elements— normally  the  highest  part.  The  intention  was  to  create  something  different 
and  unusual,  in  keeping  with  President  Theodore  Roosevelt's  thoughts  for  coinage 
reform,  first  expressed  to  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  several  years  earlier. 

It  was  originally  intended  that  Saint-Gaudens  would  redesign  all  United  States  coins 
from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  However,  Saint-Gaudens  died  in  the  summer  of 
1907,  by  which  time  designs  for  the  $10  and  $20  were  finished.  It  fell  to  Bela  Lyon  Pratt, 
a  Boston  sculptor,  and  a  former  student  of  Saint-Gaudens,  to  design  the  other  two 
denominations,  the  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle.  The  influence  of  Saint-Gaudens  can 


be  seen  particularly  on  the  reverse,  for  the  perched  eagle  is  virtually  a  direct  copy  of 
that  used  on  Saint-Gaudens'  $10  design  of  1907. 

Numismatists  had  applauded  Saint-Gaudens'  earlier  work,  and  when  the  new  $2  V2 
and  $5  pieces  were  released,  they  expected  great  artistic  things.  Today,  numismatists 
view  the  1908  $2 V2  and  $5  pieces  with  admiration,  but  back  in  1908  they  were  almost 
universally  disliked  by  numismatists.  Many  took  the  time  to  write  letters  to  local  papers 
and  to  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist  expressing  their  displeasure. 

Another  point  of  contention  was  the  Matte  Proof  surface.  Collectors  were  used  to 
the  earlier  mirror-type  Proofs,  and  did  not  like  the  new  Matte  Proof  format  This  for¬ 
mat  had  been  used  earlier  at  the  Paris  Mint,  and  had  been  subsequently  adopted  around 
the  turn  of  the  century  by  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  use  on  certain  metals,  and  was 
considered  by  Mint  officials  to  be  more  "artistic"  than  the  mirrorlike  finish  It  was  stat¬ 
ed  that  the  matte  surface  was  better  for  highlighting  the  design  elements.  Collectors 
were  not  convinced,  and  many  simply  spent  the  Matte  Proofs  after  they  were  received 
from  the  Mint.  The  number  of  surviving  Proofs  of  the  1908-1915  era  is  only  a  tiny  frac 
tion  of  the  reported  mintage,  for  this  reason. 

Today,  Matte  Proofs  are  recognized  as  classic  examples  of  numismatic  Americana 
and  are  among  the  most  highly  desired  of  all  20th-century  coins  Indeed,  bidding  com¬ 
petition  for  them  is  often  more  fierce  than  for  the  mirrorlike  Proof  counterparts  of  the 
years  earlier. 
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2119  1909  AU-58. 


Gem  Satin  Proof  1910  $2Vi 


2120  1910  Satin  Proof-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  superb  quality.  Although 

mint  reports  indicate  that  the  remarkable  quantity  of  682  pieces 
left  the  coining  press,  this  number  is  obviously  an  error.  David 
Akers  sums  up  the  situation: 

"The  reported  mintage  of  682  Proofs  is  significantly  higher  than 
for  any  other  Proof  quarter  eagle.  However,  Proofs  of  this  date 
are  much  more  rare  than  those  of  1908,  1911,  1912,  or  1913,  and 
therefore  one  can  reasonably  conclude  that  either  the  mintage 
figure  is  in  error  or  that  most  of  the  issue  is  melted" 


The  same  writer  was  able  to  locate  the  sale  records  for  just  21 
coins  sold  at  auctions,  including  duplications.  It  is  doubtful  if  more 
than  two  dozen  satin  Proof  1910  quarter  eagles  exist  today,  and 
of  those  few  equal  the  quality  of  the  piece  offered  here. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  directly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  1910. 

The  "Satin"  or  "Roman"  finish  Proofs  were  made  in  1909  and  1910  and  haw  a  bright 
yellow  surface  quite  unlike  the  Matte  surface  of  1908  and  191 11915.  At  the  time  the 
Mint  was  experimenting  with  different  Proof  finishes 
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2121  1911  AU-50. 


Gem  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 


2122  1911-D  MS-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  the  most  highly 

prized  branch  Indian  quarter  eagle.  Not  only  is  this  coin  in  out¬ 
standing  condition,  it  is  also  sharply  struck,  with  the  D  mintmark 
being  particularly  well  defined,  much  more  so  than  usual. 

In  this  outstanding  condition,  here  is  a  great  rarity,  a  coin  which 


should  attract  a  great  deal  of  attention  and  which  will  probably 
result  in  a  new  record  being  set.  We  have  never  seen  a  finer 
specimen. 

Purchased  by  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  from  B.  Max 
Mehl,  date  not  specified,  but  probably  1937-1939. 
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2123  1912  value  of  AU-55  to  58,  but  actually  Mint  State  but  with  some 
marks. 

2124  1913  EF-45.  A  tiny  scratch  on  reverse. 

2125  1914  AU-50.  A  tiny  mark  on  cheek. 


2126  1914-D  MS-60  to  63.  Some  tiny  marks  are  noted,  but  all  in  all  this 
is  a  far  above  average  specimen. 

From  Fisher  on  September  20,  1936. 

2127  1915  AU-55. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  December  31,  1952. 


2128  1925-D  MS-60. 

From  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


2129  1926  MS-60.  A  small  nick  on  the  reverse  rim. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


er  pieces  but  also  including  the  20th-century  classics,  cul¬ 
minating  with  an  outstanding  1933,  the  latest-dated  collect¬ 
ible  gold  coin  of  the  era. 

During  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  century,  the  $10  piece 
was  America's  largest  coinage  denomination.  The  Act  of  April 
2,  1792,  which  established  the  Mint,  provided  for  various 
denominations,  including  the  largest:  a  gold  eagle  weigh¬ 
ing  270  grains.  As  was  the  case  with  the  other  gold  denomi¬ 
nations,  it  was  not  possible  to  produce  $10  pieces  during  the 
first  years  of  the  Mint  operations,  for  the  chief  coiner  and 
assayer  each  were  required  to  post  personal  surety  bonds 
in  a  high  amount,  and  this  could  not  be  fulfilled.  Later,  the 
amount  was  reduced,  and  the  requirement  was  met. 

In  the  early  years,  $10  pieces  were  minted  from  1795 
through  1804.  After  1803,  when  France  officially  adopted  a 
ratio  of  silver  to  gold  of  15V2  to  1,  vast  quantities  of  gold  coins 
were  exported  or  went  to  the  melting  pot.  To  stem  this  wast¬ 
ed  effort.  Mint  Director  Elias  Boudinot  suspended  coinage 
of  eagles  in  1804,  but  not  before  3,757  were  made.  Thus  end¬ 
ed  the  early  series. 

The  denomination  resumed  in  1838,  at  which  time  Chris¬ 
tian  Gobrecht's  Coronet  or  Liberty  Head  style  was  im¬ 
plemented.  The  old  standard  of  33mm  diameter  was  aban¬ 
doned,  and  a  new  27mm  format  was  used.  The  new  pieces 
weighed  258  grains.  This  style  was  produced  continuously 
through  1907,  although  several  modifications  were  made,  in¬ 
cluding  the  addition  of  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  to  the  reverse 
in  1866. 

In  1907  the  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  design  appeared,  the 
result  of  close  cooperation  between  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  and  the  noted  sculptor.  The  motif  was  widely  ac¬ 
claimed,  and  ever  since  its  first  appearance  the  design  has 
been  a  favorite  of  numismatists. 


2130  1927  AU-55. 

From  R.  Green  on  January  14,  1953. 

2131  1928  MS-60.  Some  obverse  marks. 

2132  1928  EF-45. 

2133  1929  AU-55. 

From  Wayte  Raymond,  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  August  6,  1935. 


Eagles 

The  following  offering  of  eagles  or  $10  pieces  comprises 
many  outstanding  pieces  and  is  one  of  the  finest  to  cross 
the  auction  block  in  our  generation.  Curiously,  the  first  year 
of  issue,  1795,  is  absent,  for  the  specimen  in  the  Norweb  Col¬ 
lection,  well  worn,  was  acquired  by  Emery  May  Holden  in 
her  youth,  and  represented  her  first  coin— so  the  family 
justifiably  has  retained  it  for  sentimental  reasons. 

Among  the  coins  to  follow  are  scarce,  rare,  and  desirable 
early  issues  from  1796  through  1804,  nearly  all  of  which  are 
in  higher  grades  of  preservation,  primarily  AU.  After  that 
will  be  found  many  interesting  and  important  Coronet  or 
Liberty  Head  types  extending  through  the  early  20th  centu¬ 
ry,  after  which  the  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  issues  are 
presented. 

Along  the  way  are  numerous  rarities,  not  only  among  earli- 


Beautiful  1796  Eagle 


2134  1796  Breen  1-A.  AU-50,  prooflike.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 

the  second  year  of  eagle  coinage,  and  a  date  which  is  about  twice 
as  rare  as  the  1795  (despite  the  mintage  which  is  just  slightly  less). 
The  present  coin  is  sharply  struck  and  shows  excellent  definition 
of  details  on  the  eagle,  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  and  other  areas. 
All  in  all  it  is  a  prime  example  of  this  desirable  early  date. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Capped  Bust  to  Right  style,  introduced 
in  1795  and  continued  through  1804,  although  during  that  span 
the  star  configuration  and  count  varied.  The  reverse  depicts  an 
eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch,  holding  a  wreath  aloft  in  its  beak, 
and  surrounded  by  the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERI¬ 
CA.  The  motif,  also  used  on  the  contemporary  half  eagle,  ap¬ 
parently  was  taken  from  a  first  century  BC  Roman  onyx  cameo. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery  at  the  1953  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  Convention. 
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Attractive  1797  Eagle 


2135  1797  Small  Eagle.  B  1-A.  AU-50,  prooflike.  Another  outstanding 

specimen,  again  with  prooflike  surfaces,  which  at  the  time  of  strik¬ 
ing  may  have  been  a  presentation  piece.  The  coin  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive  in  all  respects  and  is  one  of  the  finer  survivors  of  the  limited 
issue.  The  piece  is  finer  than  the  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
which  we  graded  as  EF-40. 

The  1797  $10  with  Small  Eagle  reverse  is  the  scarcest  of  the  three 
dates  produced  of  the  type:  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

The  issue  is  sharply  undervalued,  for  it  is  one  of  the  major  rar¬ 
ities  in  the  series.  Probably  no  more  than  50  different  examples 
are  known  to  exist. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  September  19,  1935. 


1798/7  $10,  Stars  9x4 


2137  1798/7  Overdate.  Stars  arranged  nine  left  and  four  right.  B  1-A. 

AU-50. 

This  is  one  of  the  scarcer  major  varieties  among  early  eagles 
and  is  on  a  par  with  the  date  1804. 

The  star  configuration  of  nine  to  the  left  and  four  to  the  right 
gives  the  coin  a  rather  unusual  appearance,  as  the  stars  to  the 
right  seem  to  be  "insufficient."  The  following  variety,  next  offered 
in  the  sale,  seems  to  have  a  better  arrangement  from  an  artistic 
point  of  view. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


AU  1797  Heraldic  Eagle  $10 


2136  1797  Heraldic  Eagle.  B  2-D.  Six  stars  facing.  AU-50/55.  A  beauti¬ 

ful  specimen,  well  struck,  and  with  much  original  mint  lustre. 
Indeed,  the  reverse  has  virtually  full  lustre  and  is  just  a  whisper 
away  from  Mint  State.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  elusive 
issue. 

From  the  Numismatic  Gallery,  May  2,  1953. 

The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  first  made  its  appearance  on  circulating  coins  in  1796, 
when  it  was  employed  as  the  motif  for  the  reverse  of  the  new  quarter  eagle  denomina¬ 
tion.  As  noted  previously  in  the  catalogue,  earlier-dated  coins  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  exist— the  1795  $5— but  it  is  believed  that  these  were  struck  in  1798  using  an 
obverse  die  left  over  from  the  year  indicated. 
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Famous  1798/7  $10  With  Stars  Arranged  7  Left  and  6  Right 


2138  1798/7  Overdate.  Stars  arranged  seven  left  and  six  right.  B  2-A. 

AU-50.  A  very  sharp  and  attractive  example  with  traces  of  proof¬ 
like  surface,  especially  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  quite  close 
to  full  Uncirculated  status. 

This  variety  is  a  classic  rarity  and  indeed  is  the  most  elusive 
major  variety  among  early  eagles.  David  Akers  located  only  23 
auction  appearances  over  a  long  span  of  years,  a  figure  which 
undoubtedly  includes  duplicate  offerings  of  the  same  coin.  Walter 
Breen  suggests  that  just  14  or  15  specimens  exist. 


Working  with  delivery  receipts  Walter  Breen  has  concluded  that 
this  variety  was  struck  to  the  extent  of  842  pieces,  all  delivered 
on  February  28,  1798.  As  there  is  a  sharp  disparity  between  the 
number  known  of  this  variety  and  the  variety  with  four  stars  fac¬ 
ing,  the  mintages  of  900  assigned  for  the  first  variety  and  842  as¬ 
signed  for  the  second  is  subject  to  serious  question.  Perhaps  the 
former  number  should  be  increased  and  the  latter  number 
decreased. 

From  Stack's  sale  of  the  Davis-Graves  Collection,  April  1954,  Le/  910. 
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Rare  1799  $10  Variety 


2139  1799  B  3-B.  10  Arrows  on  reverse.  Value  of  VF-30,  but  actually 

with  EF-40  obverse,  burnished  in  areas,  and  with  an  AU-50  re¬ 
verse.  Walter  Breen  notes  that  this  die  combination  is  Rarity-8, 
meaning  that  just  two  or  three  are  known  to  exist. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 

Mr.  Hostetler  was  an  attorney  for  the  Norweb  family,  and  when  his  gold  coin  collec¬ 
tion  became  available  in  1959,  this  coin  was  acquired  from  it.  Certain  of  his  coins  were 
sold  through  the  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company. 


Sharp  1799  $10 


2140  1799  B  5-G.  12  Arrows.  EF45.  A  very  sharp  example  of  this  early 

issue.  An  ideal  candidate  for  a  high-quality  type  set.  The  reverse 
shows  much  original  mint  lustre. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 


2141  1800  B  1-A.  AU-58  obverse/MS-60  reverse.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 

men  of  this  early  issue,  a  piece  which  is  unusually  sharp  and 
frosty.  Some  rim  nicks  are  noted,  particularly  to  the  left  of  the 
obverse.  From  the  standpoint  of  grade,  the  piece  offered  here  is 
certainly  among  the  top  25%  of  surviving  examples. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman,  date  not  record¬ 
ed,  but  prior  to  1913. 


2144  1804  B  1-A.  EF-45/AU-50.  A  sharp  specimen  of  this,  the  last  of 

the  early  eagle  dates.  As  a  date,  the  1804  is  either  the  rarest  issue 
in  the  1795-1804  range  or  at  the  least  is  tied  for  this  honor  with 
the  1796.  Probably  fewer  than  100  examples  are  known  in  all 
grades. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  in  September  1935. 


Attractive  1803  $10 


Lustrous  1801  Eagle 


2142  1801  B  2-B.  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Another  early  eagle  of 

hand-picked  quality. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 


Outstanding  1800  $10 


Key  1804  Eagle 


2143  1803  B  1-A.  EF-45.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  early  $10  issue. 

Another  excellent  possibility  for  a  type  set. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 
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1839  Type  of  '38  $10 


2145  1839  Type  of  '38,  Large  Letters.  AU-50.  Held  at  an  angle,  ample 

prooflike  surface  is  visible,  including  within  the  shield  stripes. 
At  the  very  least,  this  was  a  very  early  impression  from  the  dies. 

As  a  class,  the  1838  and  the  1839  Type  of  '38  are  quite  rare,  how¬ 
ever  the  general  type  has  not  been  appreciated  (indeed,  as  David 
Akers  points  out  in  his  text),  so  prices  have  been  relatively 
nominal. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  December 
12,  1909. 

There  are  a  number  of  differences  between  this  coin  and  the  following  coin.  The 
1839  Type  of  '38  has  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  positioned  differently,  as  a  glance  at 
the  two  illustrations  in  this  catalogue  will  indicate  (note  particularly  the  point  of  the 
coronet  with  relation  to  the  star  and  the  right-side  neckpoint  in  relation  to  the  star). 
On  the  reverse,  the  lettering  sizes  are  indeed  different,  but  not  dramatically  so,  al¬ 
though  the  early  style  is  larger  than  the  later. 


1839  Type  of  '40  $10 


2146  1839  Type  of  '40,  Small  Letters.  VF-30.  Some  lustre  is  still  seen 

in  protected  areas. 

Despite  nominal  catalogue  price  differences,  the  1839  Type  of 
'40  is  much  rarer  than  the  earlier  style.  David  Akers  records  104 
auction  appearances  of  the  earlier  style  but  just  39  of  the  later 
style,  indicating  that  the  later  style,  as  offered  in  this  lot,  may  be 
about  two  and  one  half  times  rarer. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  March  1955. 


2147  1840  EF-40. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Memorable  1841  Eagle 


2148  1841  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  frosty  surfaces.  Some  contact  marks 

keep  this  from  a  higher  grade,  but  still  it  is  head  and  shoulders 
above  nearly  every  other  coin  offered  in  recent  years.  David  Ak¬ 
ers  locates  the  auction  appearance  of  just  three  Uncirculated  pieces 
over  a  long  span  of  years,  and  those  three  pieces  may  involve 
some  duplication.  Even  AU  examples  are  very  rare. 

Here  is  a  prime  landmark  in  the  $10  series,  a  prize  for  the 
connoisseur. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  Elmer  Sears  on  October  1,  1909. 


Low  Mintage  1841-0  Eagle 


2149  1841-0  VF-20.  With  just  2,500  minted,  this  varietv  has  the  lowest 

production  figure  of  any  $10  piece  from  the  beginning  of  t ho  1  ib- 
erty  Head  series  in  1838  until  the  Civil  War. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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2150  1842  Small  Date.  VF-35.  The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mint¬ 
age  of  this  piece  is  about  one-third  that  of  the  following  issue. 
The  findings  of  David  Akers  seem  to  disagree,  and  suggest  that 
both  date  sizes  may  be  of  approximately  equal  rarity. 

2151  1842  Large  Date.  EF-40. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  22,  2959. 

2152  1843  EF-45.  Fairly  scarce  in  this  high  grade. 

From  an  unspecified  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  auction  in  I960,  as 
Lot  1405. 

2153  1843-0  EF-45. 

From  the  same  Hollinbeck  sale  as  the  preceding,  Lot  1406. 


2154  1844  EF-40.  A  very  scarce  issue,  comparable  in  rarity  to  the  1839 
Type  of  '40,  according  to  the  research  of  David  Akers.  Flere  is  one 
of  many  instances  in  which  rarity  is  unrecognized  in  the  market¬ 
place,  and  although  the  1844  sells  for  more  than  a  "type"  coin, 
it  is  hardly  priced  as  a  rarity. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  22,  2959. 

2155  1845-0  EF-40.  Large  Date  over  Small  Date.  An  examination  of  the 
date  numerals  reveals  that  the  full  date  1845  in  shorter  and  more 
delicate  numerals  was  first  punched  into  the  dies,  then  over¬ 
punched  with  the  final  date  as  we  see  it  now. 


2156  1847  AU-58. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  2  2,  2959. 


Outstanding  1847-0  $10 


2157  1847-0  MS-60.  Partial  prooflike  surface.  A  high-quality  example 

of  this  early  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  While  other  Uncirculated 
pieces  are  known,  they  are  not  plentiful,  and  probably  the  en¬ 
tire  population  is  fewer  than  a  dozen. 

Obtained  in  October  1956  from  an  unspecified  source. 


2158  1848-0  EF-40.  "Rare  in  any  condition"  notes  David  Akers. 

Obtained  in  1961  from  an  unspecified  source. 
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2159  1849  High  Date  over  Low  Date.  EF-45.  The  entire  date  1849  is  over 

an  earlier  date  punched  lower  in  the  die,  partially  effaced,  and 
then  corrected  in  the  proper,  higher  position.  Ample  traces  of 
the  earlier  date  still  remain. 

From  f.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Rare  1850  Small  Date  Eagle 


2160  1850  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 

Coins  and  unpriced  in  higher  grades.  Interestingly,  David  Akers 
does  not  mention  this  variety  in  his  study — probably  because  early 
auctioneers  did  not,  for  the  most  part,  differentiate  it.  In  the  Ak¬ 
ers  text  a  Large  Date  is  shown. 

A  very  nice  example  of  this  elusive  and  interesting  variety. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  136. 


Memorable  1853-0  Eagle 


2167  1853-0  AU-50,  prooflike.  A  memorable  specimen  of  this  New 

Orleans  Mint  issue,  and  a  piece  which  is  probably  among  the 
top  10  to  15  finest  known. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Rare  1854-0  Large  Date  $10 


2168  1854-0  Large  Date.  VI^30.  David  Akers  notes  that  the  1854-0  is 

much  the  rarer  of  the  two  varieties  and  "is  seldom  available  in 
any  condition." 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  J.W.  Scott  &  Co.,  date  not  stated, 
but  before  1913. 


2161  1850  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Not  as  scarce  as  the  preceding,  but  illus¬ 
trated  here  for  comparative  purposes. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2162  1850-0  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Relatively  large  mintage  of  57,500  pieces. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 

2163  1851  EF-40. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 

2164  1851-0  VF-30. 

2165  1852  EF-40. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2169  1854-S  VF-30.  First  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 


Outstanding  1855  Eagle 


2170  1855  MS-60  to  63.  There  is  some  friction  in  the  left  obverse  field, 

where  the  piece  was  rubbed,  otherwise  the  coin  would  be  a  can¬ 
didate  for  an  overall  MS-63  status,  or  close  to  it.  A  sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous  example  of  a  coin  which  in  this  grade  is  decidedly  elusive. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2166  1853  AU-50.  Sharply  struck,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  Very  close  to 

full  MS-60.  Worth  a  good  premium  over  the  "ordinary"  AU-50 
price. 
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Condition  Census  1855-0  Eagle 


2171  1855-0  AU-50.  Lustrous.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of 
this  issue,  probably  among  the  top  two  or  three  in  existence.  David 
Akers  was  able  to  locate  no  records  at  all  for  AU  pieces  at  auc¬ 
tion,  and  just  two  listings  for  Uncirculated  coins. 

From  William  Dormer  on  October  27,  1955. 

The  date  numerals  are  all  repunched,  with  the  repunching  evident  to  the  right  side 
of  each  digit. 

2172  1856  AU-50. 

From  an  unspecified  1960  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  sale,  Lot  1414. 

The  last  digit  of  the  date  is  slightly  too  low  and  is  tilted  slightly  to  the  right,  the 
result  of  the  first  three  digits  having  been  punched  at  once  from  a  three-digit  logo  type, 
and  the  fourth  digit  being  added  later. 

2173  1856-0  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  VF-30  with  some  digs  on  the 
reverse  around  the  eagle's  neck. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2174  1856-S  EF-45. 


Low  Mintage  1857-0  $10 


2175  1857-0  EF-40.  A  nice  example  of  this  issue,  which  has  the  third 
lowest  production  figure  of  any  New  Orleans  Mint  eagle  of  the 
pre-1866  No  Motto  design. 

From  Thomas  L.  Elder  on  November  23,  1935. 

2176  1857- S  EF-45. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 


Famous  1858  Eagle 


2177  1858  VF-30  or  finer.  A  nice  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous 

dates  in  the  $10  denomination.  Years  ago,  B.  Max  Mehl  and  others 
devoted  much  print  whenever  an  example  of  the  1858  came  on 
the  market.  Today,  while  the  1858  is  as  rare  as  it  ever  was,  less 
attention  has  been  paid  to  it,  possibly  because  the  rarity  of  other 
issues,  not  appreciated  years  ago,  has  been  realized. 

A  “dissertation"  on  the  subject  appears  in  our  catalogue  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection,  October  1982,  Lot  705. 


2178  1858-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface. 

From  Maurice  M.  Storck,  the  Portland,  Maine  dealer,  in  1957. 
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Rare  1858-S  Eagle 


Condition  Census  1860-0  Eagle 


2179  1858-S  VF-30  or  finer.  The  mintage  for  this  issue  is  11,800  coins, 
but  relatively  a  rare  few  survive  today.  Curiously,  David  Akers 
notes  that  the  1858-S  is  as  rare  as  the  1858  Philadelphia  issue. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot 
142. 

The  preceding  statement  that  the  1858-S  is  as  rare  as  the  1858  Philadelphia  issue 
is  a  dramatic  instance  of  the  occurrence  of  "sleepers"  among  Guide  Book  listings.  In 
VF  grade  the  1858-S  catalogues  $375,  or  about  one-tenth  the  price  of  the  1858  Philadel¬ 
phia  issue,  which  catalogues  $3,500! 

Although  perhaps  our  firm  is  "a  voice  in  the  wilderness,"  we  continue  to  encourage 
those  seeking  value  in  numismatics  to  go  beyond  hype  and  publicity  and  to  seek  out 
the  true  rarity  of  certain  issues.  Many  bargains  and  sleepers  are  to  be  found. 

2180  1859  EF-40.  Scarce  issue. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  November  11,  1959. 

The  sizes  of  date  numerals  of  eagles  of  this  era  vary  widely,  as  they  do  on  quarter 
eagles  (you  may  wish  to  refer  to  our  earlier  discussion  in  the  quarter  eagle  section). 
For  example,  the  numerals  on  the  1859  are  measurably  smaller  than  those  found  on 
the  issues  of  1858,  as  a  comparison  of  the  photographs  will  suggest.  Virtually  nothing 
has  ever  been  written  on  this  subject,  so  here  is  a  field  for  research. 


Rarest  New  Orleans  Eagle 


2182  1860-0  AU-50.  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin  which  is  among  the  top 

dozen  finest  known  of  this  scarce  New  Orleans  issue,  the  last  New 
Orleans  Mint  $10  of  the  Without  Motto  type. 

From  Abner  Kreisberg  in  1961. 


Key  1860-S  Eagle 


2183  1860-S  AU-50.  A  coin  which  ranks  among  the  top  dozen  finest 

known.  In  fact,  the  only  finer  one  found  by  David  Akers  was  the 
Bell  Collection  sale  coin  sold  over  40  years  ago  in  1944!  Here  is 
a  major  rarity,  another  coin  which  is  largely  unappreciated  by  the 
numismatic  fraternity.  It  may  be  years  before  a  comparable  speci¬ 
men  crosses  the  auction  block. 

From  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd.,  London  in  1958. 


2184  1861  EF-45. 


2181  1859-0  ED45.  Some  traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen.  David 

Akers  considers  this  to  be  the  rarest  New  Orleans  Mint  eagle  and 
also  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  $10  pieces.  As  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  of  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company,  pointed  out  in  the  description  of  this 
particular  coin  the  last  time  it  was  sold  (see  pedigree  note  be¬ 
low),  it  is  a  “great,  though  unappreciated  rarity,  as  only  2,300  were 
struck— fewer  than  the  1858  Philadelphia!" 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  1957,  Lot  270. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


Choice  Proof  1862  Eagle 


2185  1862  Proof-60  to  63,  closer  to  the  latter  grade.  Some  minor  han¬ 

dling  marks  keep  this  out  of  a  higher  grade,  and  on  the  reverse 
some  minor  toning  streaks  are  noted.  Just  35  Proofs  were  mint¬ 
ed,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  a  dozen  exist  today.  Here 
is  a  major  opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist  in  the  series. 

From  Abe  Kosoff's  sale  of  the  so-called  "Thomas  G.  Melish  Collec¬ 
tion,"  in  April  1956. 

Although  the  Melish  name  was  attached  to  the  sale,  it  is  believed  that  the  key  con¬ 
signment  was  the  property  of  a  California  investor  and  connoisseur. 


2186  1862-S  EF-45.  "A  very  rare  coin  in  all  grades,"  notes  the  much 

quoted  David  Akers. 

Obtained  in  1961  from  an  unspecified  source. 
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Bowers  ami  Merena  —  Eagles 


Gem  Proof  1863  $10  Rarity 


1863 


2187  1863  Proof-64  to  65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  which  ranks  as 

one  of  the  very  finest  of  10  or  fewer  estimated  to  exist  today,  at 
least  two  or  three  of  which  are  impaired,  and  two  of  which  are 
impounded  in  institutional  collections  (the  American  Numismatic 
Society  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution). 

Front  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company,  June  1953. 


Very  few  gold  Proof  coins  were  minted  during  the  Civil  War.  for  ordering  them 
presented  great  difficulty  to  aspiring  numismatists.  As  strange  as  it  mav  seem  today, 
the  United  States  government  would  not  accept  its  own  paper  monev  in  pavment  at 
face  value!  In  order  to  purchase  gold  Proof  coins,  one  had  to  submit  circulated  gold 
coins  equal  to  the  face  value  of  the  Proof  coins  ordered,  plus  a  charge  for  proofing! 
The  reason  for  this  was  that  the  fortunes  of  the  Union  were  uncertain  at  this  point, 
money  was  being  hoarded,  and  all  gold  coins  traded  at  a  premium 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


Condition  Census  1863-S  $10 


2188  1863-S  AU-58.  A  superb  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with  most  origi¬ 

nal  mint  lustre  still  present.  The  finest  we  have  ever  seen,  and 
possibly  either  the  finest  known  or  tied  for  this  honor.  The  only 
comparable  example  we  can  trace  is  a  piece  described  as  MS-60 
in  1984,  sold  as  part  of  Auction  '84.  How  this  coin  would  grade 
today,  with  stricter  interpretations  in  effect,  is  not  known. 

In  his  earlier  survey,  David  Akers  could  find  no  example  of  an 
1863-S  in  any  grade  better  than  Extremely  Fine,  and  in  view  of 
this  stated:  "When  looking  for  this  very  rare  date,  one  will  have 
to  be  satisfied  with  a  well-worn  example  because,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,  that's  all  there  is.  Of  the  comparatively  few  speci¬ 
mens  I  have  seen,  almost  all  were  only  Fine  or  Very  Fine.  A  few 
reached  to  the  Extremely  Fine  level,  but  none  was  better." 

The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  sold  by  us  in  October  1982,  was 
EF-45.  We  made  the  notation  at  the  time:  "No  finer  specimen  has 
been  offered  at  auction  in  recent  decades,"  little  knowing  that  we 
would  have  the  opportunity  and  pleasure  to  present  the  Norweb 
Collection  at  auction  six  years  later. 

The  present  offering  represents  an  exceedingly  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  what  may  be  the  second 
finest  known,  or  a  piece  tied  for  the  finest  known,  of  the  prized 
1863-S. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  1960. 


Condition  Census  1864  $10  Rarity 


2189  1864  AU-58.  A  Condition  Census  specimen  among  business 

strikes.  The  coin  is  definitely  among  the  top  half  dozen  finest 
specimens  known.  Still  another  major  opportunity  for  the  eagle 
specialist. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  14,  1937. 

Note  the  curious  shape  of  the  last  digit  of  the  date.  The  4  has  the  crossbar  much 
lower  than  found  on  the  coinage  of  other  years  in  the  series,  compare  for  example 
the  third  digit  of  the  date  of  eagles  in  the  1840s,  a  somewhat  modified,  but  related, 
style  was  used  in  1874,  and  a  still  different  style  was  used  in  1884. 
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Bowers  ami  Meretia  —  Eagles 


Gem  Proof  1865  Eagle  Rarity 


2190  1865  Proof-64.  A  gem  Proof  specimen  of  this  “rarest  of  the  rare" 

issue.  Only  25  specimens  were  struck,  of  which  only  seven  or 
eight  can  be  accounted  for,  including  one  in  the  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution,  one  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society  Collection, 
and  two  which  are  impaired.  A  nice  example  was  sold  a  few  years 


ago  by  us  as  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  Here  is  still  another 
major  opportunity  for  the  specialist— an  opportunity  which  mav 
not  be  repeated  for  a  long  time. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  in  ]une  1953. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


Rare  1866  Eagle 


2191  1866  EF-45.  Actually  a  Proof  which  was  "spent"  and  saw  a  few 

years  in  circulation.  The  1865  is  rare  in  all  grades.  Just  30  Proofs 
plus  3,750  business  strikes  were  minted. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

This  was  the  first  year  employing  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  in  the  $10  series.  Earlier  the 
motto  had  been  used  on  two-cent  pieces  placed  into  circulation  in  1864,  and  patterns 
as  early  as  1863. 


Condition  Census  1867  $10 


2192  1867  AU-50.  A  rarity  in  any  grade.  The  present  coin  is  a  Condi¬ 

tion  Census  item  and  one  of  the  top  half  dozen  finest  business 
strikes  known. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 


Condition  Census  1868  Eagle 


2193  1868  AU-55.  Some  prooflike  surface.  One  of  the  finest  known  busi¬ 

ness  strikes.  David  Akers  was  only  able  to  find  three  auction  sale 
records  for  coins  in  this  grade,  one  dating  back  to  1941,  and  no 
examples  at  all  of  Uncirculated  pieces.  A  major  rarity  which  should 
attract  spirited  bidding.  David  Akers  notes:  "I  doubt  if  there  are 
more  than  a  couple  that  even  reach  the  AU  level." 


Rare  1869  Eagle 


2195  1869  EF-45.  A  Proof  which  saw  a  few  years  in  circulation,  but  which 

still  retains  original  Proof  surface  in  protected  areas.  One  of  just 
25  Proofs  minted.  The  low  related  business  strike  mintage  of  1,830 
coins  makes  this  one  of  the  most  elusive  varieties  in  the  $10  series. 
From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  149. 


1870  $10  Rarity 


2196  1870  EF-45.  A  Proof  which  has  been  circulated,  similar  to  the 

preceding.  The  1870  is  still  another  rare  date,  with  a  Proof  mint¬ 
age  of  only  35  pieces  and  a  business  strike  mintage  of  just  3,990 
coins. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2194  1868-S  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Tiny,  almost  microscopic  mintmark.  Very 

scarce  in  all  grades,  although  catalogue  values  do  not  reflect  this. 
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Bowers  and  Meretta  —  Eagles 


Condition  Census  1870-CC  $10  Rarity 


2197  1870-CC  EI^45.  A  sharp  and  very  beautiful  specimen  of  the  rarest 

of  all  Carson  City  eagles,  indeed  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  coins  from 
the  Carson  City  Mint. 

Not  only  is  the  issue  rare  in  absolute  terms,  but  high-grade 
pieces  are  rarer  yet.  The  coin  offered  here  is  among  the  top  four 
or  five  finest  extant.  No  Uncirculated  pieces  are  believed  to  exist. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Rare  1871  Eagle 


2199  1871  EF-45.  Another  circulated  Proof,  a  Proof  which  was  "spent" 

and  which  saw  a  few  years  of  service  in  circulation.  The  1871  is 
rare  in  all  grades.  Just  30  Proofs  plus  only  1,790  business  strikes 
were  minted. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot 
152. 


Rare  1871-CC  Eagle 


2200  1871-CC  EF-45.  A  very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades,  and  in  EF  grade 

quite  rare.  It  is  believed  that  no  finer  condition  example  exists. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2201  1872-CC  VF-30.  Lightly  brushed  at  one  time.  Another  scarce  is¬ 

sue.  The  1872-CC  was  minted  to  the  extent  of  5,500  pieces. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2198  1870-S  F-15  to  VF-20.  Scarce. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

The  mintmark  is  very  minute  in  size. 


Rare  1873-CC  $10 


2202  1873-CC  EF-45.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  scarce 
Carson  City  issue.  Just  4,543  were  minted. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


Choice  Proof  1874  Eagle 


2203  1874  Proof-63/64.  A  choice  specimen  of  exquisite  beauty.  "Proofs 

of  1874  are  extraordinarily  rare  and  appeared  at  auction  less  of¬ 
ten  in  my  survey  than  any  other  Proofs  after  1858"  noted  David 
Akers,  who  went  on  to  say,  "I  would  be  surprised  if  more  than 
six  or  seven  could  be  accounted  for  today."  Of  those,  at  least  two 
are  in  museum  collections.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Eliasberg 


Collection  coin  was  VF-30.  Had  a  Proof  been  available  during  his 
collecting  lifetime,  undoubtedly  Louis  Eliasberg,  a  connoisseur, 
would  have  acquired  it. 

The  present  coin  represents  one  of  the  most  important  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  present  sale. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  205. 


2204  1874-CC  EF-45.  Popular  Carson  City  issue. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


2205 


1874-S  EF-40.  Quite  scarce. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 

The  mintmark  is  small  and  is  "filled  " 
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Classic  1875  Proof  $10  Rarity 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


2206  1875  Proof-60  to  63.  A  few  surface  marks  and  a  toning  spot  on 

the  neck  of  Miss  Liberty  keep  this  from  a  higher  grade.  In  a  way, 
the  minute  grade  differences  are  not  necessarily  important  for 
this  issue,  for  in  any  grade  the  1875  is  a  fantastic  rarity.  Just  20 
Proof  plus  100  business  strikes  were  struck.  As  David  Akers  points 
out,  the  1875  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  regular  issue  Unit¬ 
ed  States  gold  coin.  He  estimates  that  just  five  or  six  business 
strikes  plus  only  seven  or  eight  Proofs  are  known.  From  the  stand¬ 
point  of  his  survey,  the  1875  was  the  rarest  of  all  $10  pieces. 

As  part  of  his  description  of  the  1875  eagle  appearing  in  the 
1941  offering  of  the  Dunham  Collection,  B.  Max  Mehl  noted  con¬ 
cerning  the  issue: 

'The  Excessively  Rare  1875  $10  Gold  Piece  in  Brilliant  Proof  con¬ 
dition.  1875  $10  gold.  Perfect  Brilliant  Proof.  From  the  Proof  set 
Mr  Dunham  purchased  in  1906.  Excessively  rare.  This  date  ea¬ 


gle,  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  has  the  distinction  of  having  been 
coined  of  a  lesser  number  than  that  of  any  other  date.  Only  120 
pieces  were  minted  and  if  we  take  into  account  the  infinitesimal 
number  of  them  that  have  come  on  the  market  since  the  date  of 
its  issue,  I  feel  confident  that  this  coin,  especially  in  Brilliant  Proof 
condition,  is  as  rare  as  the  $3  gold  piece  of  this  date.  I  find  that 
some  of  the  greatest  collections  ever  offered  in  this  country  did 
not  possess  a  Brilliant  Proof  specimen  of  this  coin.  Even  such  a 
collection  as  the  Newcomer,  which  cost  nearly  $1  million,  only 
had  an  Extremely  Fine  specimen.  The  great  Ten  Eyck  Collection 
did  not  have  one  in  any  condition,  nor  did  the  great  Earle 
sale  ...  I  consider  this  coin,  in  Proof  condition,  by  far  the  rarest 
of  all  $10  gold  pieces  and  certainly  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  rari¬ 
ties  in  the  American  gold  series  .  .  ." 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


2209  1876-CC  EF-40.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  very 
elusive  Carson  City  Mint  $10  piece.  Another  prize  for  the 
specialist. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Condition  Census  1875-CC  $10 


2207  1875-CC  EF-40.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  Carson 

City  issue.  No  pieces  finer  than  this  grade  were  represented  in 
David  Akers'  survey. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


Classic  1876  $10  Rarity 


Condition  Census  1876-CC  Eagle 


2208  1876  EF45.  A  Proof  which  saw  a  few  years  in  circulation.  The  to¬ 

tal  mintage  of  this  issue  is  just  732  coins,  including  45  Proofs— 
making  it  one  of  the  lowest  of  all  American  coin  production 
figures. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2210  1876-S  EF-40.  Second  lowest  mintage  San  Francisco  Mint  issue. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

With  tiny  "filled"  mintmark. 
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Bowers  ami  Mererta  —  Eagles 


Gem  Proof  1877  $10  Rarity 


V-  if.. 


1877 


2211  1877  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  and 

most  highly  prized  issues  in  the  entire  $10  series.  Just  20  Proofs 
were  made  plus  just  797  business  strikes.  Of  these  Proofs,  most 
have  long  since  disappeared.  Indeed,  the  Eliasberg  coin  was  only 
F.F-40.  It  is  believed  that  only  seven  or  eight  Proofs  exist,  of  which 
at  least  two  are  impounded  in  museums,  and  of  which  at  least 


two  others  have  damage.  Here  is  a  prime  opportunity,  one  which 
may  not  be  repeated  for  many  years.  We  reiterate  that  the  word 
opportunity  is  important— for  regardless  of  the  price  paid,  if  the 
coin  goes  to  another,  you  could  not  readily  secure  one  the  morn¬ 
ing  after  the  sale  for  double  the  price  realized. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  on  June  2,  1953. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


2212  1877-CC  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen  of  the  third  lowest  mintage  Car- 
son  City  eagle.  Just  3,332  were  struck. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2213  1877-S  EF-45.  One  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  general¬ 
ly  overlooked  issue. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  19,  1935. 

2214  1878  AU-50.  Another  "sleeper."  This  coin  is  probably  among  the 
top  20  or  so  finest  known  examples. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  17,  1955, 
Lot  156. 


Condition  Census  1878-CC  Eagle 


2215  1878-CC  EF-45.  One  of  the  known  examples  of  this  low  mintage 
Carson  City  eagle.  The  variety  is  virtually  impossible  to  find  in 
a  higher  grade,  and  quite  difficult  to  find  in  even  the  same  grade. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2216  1878- S  EF-45. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  157. 

2217  1879  EF-45. 


Classic  1879-CC  Eagle 


2218  1879-CC  VF-20.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  borders,  as  on  all 

known  specimens.  This  issue  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Car- 
son  City  gold  coin,  and  in  terms  of  surviving  pieces,  while  it  is 
not  the  rarest  today,  it  certainly  is  among  the  rarest.  A  prize  for 
the  specialist. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  sale  of  June  1957,  Lot  272. 


Condition  Census  1879-0  $10  Rarity 


2219  1879-0  AU-50.  Possibly  the  second  or  third  finest  known  exam¬ 

ple  of  this  issue,  for  just  one  Uncirculated  coin  is  known  and  ap¬ 
parently  only  one  other  AU  example  can  be  traced.  Nearly  all 
others  show  measurable  wear. 

The  1879-0  is  the  first  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  the  With  Motto 
type  and,  in  the  eagle  series,  has  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  of 
any  variety,  as  just  1,500  were  struck. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  June  1957,  Lot  270. 


2220  1879- S  EF-45. 

2221  1880  EF-45. 

2222  1880-CC  EF-30. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 

2223  1880-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  somewhat  scarce  or  even  rare  New 
Orleans  issue. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

2224  1880- S  EF-45. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  1955,  Lof  162. 


2225  1881  AU-55. 


2226  1881-CC  EF-45.  Popular  Carson  City  issue.  Mintage:  24,015  pieces. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  October  11,  1935. 

2227 
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1881-0  EF-45.  Scarce  New  Orleans  issue. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 
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2236  1883-S  EF-45.  Scarcer  than  catalogue  values  indicate. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


2228  1881-S  EF45.  An  edge  nick  is  noted.  Not  at  all  rare. 

2229  1882  AL  -58.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  remains. 


2230  1882-CC  EF-45.  Another  popular  Carson  City  issue,  this  one  hav¬ 
ing  a  low  mintage.  Scarcer  than  catalogue  values  suggest. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2231  1882-0  EF-45.  Scarce  New  Orleans  issue. 

From  ].C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2232  1882-S  value  of  F-15,  but  actually  EF-45,  brushed. 

From  Stack's  on  June  12,  1953. 


2233  1883  AU-55. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  210. 


Condition  Census  1883-CC  Eagle 


2234  1883-CC  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  which  ranks  among 

the  top  dozen  or  so  finest  known. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  210. 


Famous  1883-0  Eagle 


2235  1883-0  EF-45.  Some  suggestions  of  prooflike  surface.  With  a  mint¬ 
age  of  just  800  pieces,  this  has  become  one  of  the  most  famous 
of  all  eagles.  The  production  figure  is  the  lowest  of  any  branch 
mint  coin  of  the  denomination.  Of  the  few  pieces  struck,  proba¬ 
bly  30  or  so  exist  today.  Another  major  opportunity  for  the 
specialist. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  210. 
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Gem  Proof  1884  Eagle 


2237  1884  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  rare  issue.  Just 

seven  or  eight  Proofs  are  known  from  an  original  Proof  mintage 
of  only  45  coins.  Two  of  these  are  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
and  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  at  least  two  others 


show  damage.  The  last  one  we  offered  was  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  coin  in  1982.  Still  another  prize  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


2238  1884-CC  EF-45  to  AU-50.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  Carson  City 

issue.  Only  9,925  were  struck. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 


2239  1884- S  AU-58. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954. 

2240  1885  EF-45. 

2241  1885-S  VF-30. 

2242  1886-S  AU-50. 

2243  1887  AU-55. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  179. 

2244  1887-S  EF-45. 
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Gem  Proof  1888  Eagle 


2245  1888  Proof-64.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  great  rarity.  Only 

72  Proofs  were  struck,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  more  than  20  ex¬ 
amples  are  known  today,  of  which  at  least  two  are  in  institutions, 


and  of  which  several  others  are  impaired.  Still  another  rare  prize 
for  the  specialist. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection  on  januar /  /  /,  1 960. 
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2246  1888-0  AU-58. 

From  the  Imperial  Coin  Company  (Ben  Stack),  sale  of  February  1955, 
Lot  422. 


2247  1888- S  EF-40. 

From  New  Netherlands'  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot 
182. 


Choice  Proof  1889  Eagle 


2248  1889  Proof-63/64.  A  splendid  coin,  and  a  great  rarity.  The  Proof 

mintage  is  stated  at  45  pieces,  of  which  only  a  dozen  or  so  speci¬ 
mens  exist,  including  some  which  are  damaged  and  others  which 


are  in  permanent  museum  displays.  Still  another  opportunity  for 
the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

From  Abe  Kosoff’s  sale  of  the  Melish  Collection,  1956. 
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2249  Trio  of  eagles:  1889-S  value  of  F-15,  but  actually  EF-40  with  sod- 
der  marks  on  rim;  1894- S  G-4,  probably  the  lowest  grade  piece 
in  existence(l);  1906-D  EF-45,  brushed.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Choice  Proof  1890  Eagle 


2250  1890  Proof-63.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Among  the  finer 

examples  of  the  two  or  three  dozen  survivors  from  an  original 
mintage  of  63  Proof  coins. 


2251  1890-CC  AU-58. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  184. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1891-CC  $10 


2253  1892  AU-58  obverse,  MS-60  reverse. 

2254  1892-CC  AU-55. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  May  1,  1955. 

2255  1892-0.  AU-50.  First  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  since  1888-0. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 


2256  1892-S  VF-30. 

From  Stack's  on  June  12,  1953. 


2257  1893  AU-50. 


2258 

2259 

2260 

2261 


1893-CC  AU-50.  Last  year  of  the  Carson  City  issues. 
From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

1893-0  AU-55. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  March  20,  1955. 
1893-S  AU-58. 

Acquired  in  1961,  source  not  recorded. 


1894  AU-58. 


2262  1894-0  EF-45. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  on  June  13,  1936. 

2263  1895  AU-50. 


2264  1895-0  AU-50. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  June  27,  1955. 

2265  1895-S  EF-45. 

From  the  1952  ANA  Convention  sale,  Lot  4115. 


2266  1896  MS-63.  Lustrous,  sparkling  example. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  195. 

2267  1896-S  AU-55. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  195. 


2252  1891-CC  MS-63.  An  attractive  and  Uncirculated  example  of  this 

later  Carson  City  Mint  issue. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Ltd  186. 
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Gem  Proof  1897  Eagle 


2268  1897  value  of  Proof-63,  but  actually  Proof-64  to  65,  but  with  some 

delicate  mint-caused  planchet  striae.  A  glittering,  beautiful  piece 
which  is  nearly  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was  minted.  Just  69  Proofs 
were  struck. 


2269  1897  AU-50. 

2270  1897-0  AU-50. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection ,  June  1955,  Lot  198. 

2271  1897- S  AU-50. 

From  Robert  Friedberg,  September  15,  1961. 
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Gem  Proof  1898  Eagle 


2272  1898  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  very  rare  issue.  for  the  connoisseur— a  piece  of  a  quality  seldom  seen  on  today's 

Of  the  67  Proofs  coined,  no  more  than  about  two  dozen  can  be  market, 

traced  today,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest.  A  rare  prize 
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2273  1898-S  EF-40. 

From  the  1952  ANA  Convention  Sale,  Lot  4122. 


Gem  Proof  1899  Eagle 


2274  1899  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  19th-century  is-  another  rare  prize  for  the  discriminating  buyer, 

sue.  Virtually  unsurpassable  from  the  standpoint  of  quality.  Still 
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2275  1899-0  EF45. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  August  1953,  Lot  1235. 


2276  1899- S  EF-40. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Eagle 


2277  1900  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  the  last  Proof  eagle 

of  the  19th  century.  120  examples  were  struck,  of  which  only  about 


two  or  three  dozen  exist,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  a  half 
dozen  or  so  can  match  this  beauty. 
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2278  1900-S  EF-45. 


Gem  Proof  1901  Eagle 


2279  1901  Proof-64.  Another  glittering  gem,  a  superb  example  which 

ranks  among  the  very  finest  of  two  to  three  dozen  Proof  survivors 
from  an  original  mintage  of  85  pieces. 


Beavers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


2280  1901-0  AU-50. 

From  William  Dormer,  October  27,  1955. 


Exceptional  1901-S  Eagle 


2281  1901-S  MS-64.  An  exceptionally  fine  example  of  this  plentiful  date. 
A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set. 

2282  1902  AU-58  obverse,  MS-60  reverse. 


2284  1903  EF-45. 

From  the  1952  ANA  Convention  sale,  Lot  4132. 

2285  1903-0  EF-45. 

From  Hollinbeck  Coin  Company's  sale  of  March  1953,  Lot  1628. 

2286  1903-S  EF-45. 

2287  1904  AU-50. 

2288  1904-0  AU-58. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  October  8,  1955. 


Gem  1902-S  Eagle 


2283  1902-S  MS-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  which  in  MS-65  preser¬ 

vation  is  quite  scarce,  although  lesser  Mint  State  examples  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  market  with  some  frequency.  Another  prize  for  the 
connoisseur. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  March  30,  1955. 
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Gem  Proof  1905  Eagle 


2289  1905  Proof-64.  A  superb  gem  specimen  of  this  early  20th-century 

Proof  example.  Certainly  this  is  among  the  top  10  survivors  in 


terms  of  quality,  from  a  mintage  of  just  86  pieces. 
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2290  1905- S  VF-20. 

From  Stack's,  June  12,  1953. 


Gem  Proof  1906  Eagle 


2291  1906  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen,  one  of  the  top  half  doz¬ 

en  or  so  finest  known  pieces  from  an  original  mintage  of  just  77 
coins. 


It  is  likely  that  the  unpedigreed  Proof  specimens  in  this  sale,  dated  before  1913  and 
after  the  mid- 1890s,  were  purchased  directly  from  the  Mint  at  the  time  ol  issue 
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2293  1906-S  AU-58. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  fune  2955,  Lot  216. 


2292  1906-0  MS-60  to  63.  Last  New  Orleans  Mint  eagle. 


Gem  Proof  1907  Liberty  Head  $10 


2294  1907  Liberty  Head.  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  the 

lowest  Proof  mintage  Liberty  Head  $10  piece  of  the  20th  century. 
Just  74  Proofs  were  coined,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  a 
half  dozen  or  so  survive  in  condition  equal  to  this. 

The  attrition  of  higher  denomination  gold  coins,  $5  through  $20,  was  very  high,  for 
collecting  Proof  coins  was  not  popular,  and  as  late  as  the  1920s  it  was  the  situation 
that  Proof  gold  coins  from  a  decade  or  two  earlier  were  worth  very  little  over  face  value. 


B.  Max  Mehl  related  to  the  cataloguer  that  it  was  the  practice  of  many  dealers  sim¬ 
ply  to  "spend"  Proof  gold  coins  when  they  got  them  in  collections,  for  a  Proof  $10 
might  have  a  market  value  of  only  $10.50  or  $11,  with  no  customer  in  sight  A  Proof 
$20  might  sell  for  all  of  $21.  It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  of  all  Proof  gold  coins 
minted  from  1860  to  1915,  far  fewer  than  half  survive  today. 

High  denomination  Proof  gold  coins  have  been  appreciated  in  recent  decades  How¬ 
ever,  it  was  not  until  the  1940s  that  collecting  high  denomination  gold  coins  bv  date 
sequence  became  popular  with  more  than  just  a  handful  of  people 
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2295  1907  Liberty.  AU-58  obverse,  MS-60  reverse.  2297  1907-S  Liberty.  AU-58. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  219. 

2296  1907-D  Liberty.  Value  of  VF-30.  Actually  AU-55,  lightly  polished. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  220. 


1907  With  Periods  Indian  $10  Rarity 


—Wire  Rim— 


2298  1907  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  Head.  Wire  rim.  Periods  after  reverse 

legends.  MS-64.  A  beautiful  specimen,  indeed  one  of  the  finest 
known,  of  this  early  issue  of  which  just  500  were  made. 

The  detailed  story,  including  many  illustrations  and  excerpts  from  original  correspon¬ 
dence,  of  the  development  of  the  1907  eagle  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's 
most  noted  sculptor,  is  told  in  United  States  Cold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History.  Briefly 
stated  here,  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  who  at 
the  time  was  preeminent  in  his  field,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  redesign  the  entire 
American  coinage  Roosevelt  had  seen  some  ancient  Greek  coins  and  had  been  im¬ 
pressed  with  their  high  relief  appearance  To  him,  contemporary  American  issues  were 
simply  uninteresting  tokens, 

Saint-Gaudens  responded  (an  offer  of  $5,000  from  the  government  helped),  and  he 
set  about  sketching  his  ideas  The  obverse  design  used  on  the  presently-offered  coin 
was  suggested  for  use  on  the  cent  and,  later,  the  double  eagle,  but  finally  appeared 
on  the  eagle  The  facial  features  are  from  Victory,  part  of  the  Sherman  Monument  group 


made  for  Central  Park,  New  York  City,  1903.  The  headdress  is  an  added  feature  to  give 
it  a  "native  American"  appearance. 

The  initial  eagle  design,  the  piece  offered  here,  is  technically  considered  a  pattern 
and  is  listed  as  Judd-1774.  500  examples  were  struck  to  determine  the  design.  The  wire 
rim  or  edge  was  found  to  be  impractical  and  was  abandoned. 

For  many  years  numismatists  have  been  debating  whether  top  grade  specimens 
should  be  classified  as  "Proof"  or  "Uncirculated."  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
prices  coins  in  both  grades.  All  specimens  are  from  unfinished  dies  which  show  un¬ 
der  low  magnification  a  myriad  of  raised  lines,  loops,  and  swirls.  Abe  Kosoff  has  writ¬ 
ten  that  "all  specimens  from  this  die  are  Proofs.  .  there  are  no  Uncirculated  coins 
Others  with  equal  conviction  have  divided  them  into  Uncirculated  and  Proof  classifi¬ 
cations,  possibly  not  having  two  different  specimens  on  hand  at  a  single  time  to  verift 
such  a  difference. 

Coins  of  the  initial  design  are  distinguished  bv  having  periods  before  and  alter  the 
reverse  legend,  a  feature  that  was  discontinued  when  examples  were  subsequently 
minted  in  large  quantity  for  circulation. 
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Gem  1907  Indian  Without  Periods  Lustrous  1908  No  Motto  $10 


2300  1908  No  Motto.  MS-63.  Lustrous  example. 

From  the  Hostetler  Collection,  January  11,  1960. 


2301  1908  No  Motto.  MS-60  to  63. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  222. 


2302  1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58. 

Acquired  at  the  1963  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention. 


2299  1907  Indian.  Without  Periods.  MS-64.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 

the  second  major  type  of  the  year.  In  proportion  to  the  high  de¬ 
mand  for  this  variety  for  inclusion  in  type  sets,  examples  in  the 
condition  such  as  here  offered  are  quite  elusive. 
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Gem  Matte  Proof  1908  Eagle 


2303  1908  With  Motto.  Matte  Proof-65.  Virtual  perfection.  A  superb 

specimen  of  the  issue.  Although  116  Proofs  were  reported  to  have 
been  minted,  only  two  or  three  dozen  exist  today,  of  which  this 
is  the  very  finest. 


Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1908. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt  objected  to  the  use  of  the  name  ol  the  dlet\  on  coin¬ 
age  so  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  not  included  on  the  first  Saint-C '.audens  issues  ol  l^tC 
and  1908  There  were  many  objections  to  Roosevelt's  actions  so  later  in  1908  Congress 
restored  the  sentiment,  and  from  that  point  onward  IN  GOD  \\  I  TRUST  remained 
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2304  1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-65.  A  superb  gem  specimen  of  what 

David  Akers  calls  one  of  the  most  underrated  issues  among  In¬ 
dian  Head  $10  pieces.  A  true  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 

As  noted  earlier,  pieces  such  as  this,  dated  before  1913,  and  in  higher  condition  ranges, 
were  undoubtedly  purchased  directly  from  the  issuing  mints  by  Albert  F.  Holden. 
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Gem  Satin  Proof  1909  Eagle 


2306  1909  Satin  Proof-64  to  65.  A  superb  gem  specimen,  separated  from 

absolute  perfection  by  a  few  minor  toning  flecks.  Probably  pur¬ 
chased  directly  from  the  Mint  by  Albert  F.  Holden  at  the  time 
of  issue,  this  coin  certainly  is  one  of  the  very  finest  surviving  today. 


In  1909  and  1910  the  Mint  experimented  with  different  types  of  Proof  finish,  creat 
ing  wh.it  collectors  designate  today  as  "Satin"  or  "Roman"  finish  Proofs  pieces  which 
have  surfaces  considerably  brighter  than  those  before  or  later  in  the  Indian  series 
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Gem  1909-D  Eagle 


2307  1909-D  MS-65/64.  A  superb  specimen.  Here  is  one  of  the  very 

finest  known  examples  of  an  issue  which  is  very  rare  and  under¬ 
rated.  Only  a  handful  of  comparable  quality  pieces  exist. 
Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  directly  from  the  Denver  Mint  in  1909. 


Gem  1909-S  Eagle 


2308  1909-S  MS-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  exquisite  quality.  Prob¬ 
ably  no  finer  example  exists. 

Purchased  by  Albert  F.  Holden  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
in  1909. 
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Gem  Satin  Proof  1910  Eagle 


2109  1910  Gem  Satin  Proof-65.  A  superb  specimen  which  undoubted¬ 

ly  was  purchased  directly  from  the  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue  by 
Albert  F.  Holden.  This  coin  displays  the  “Satin"  or  "Roman"  fin¬ 
ish  as  also  used  in  1909. 


Although  204  specimens  were  reported  to  have  been  coined 
it  is  believed  that  fewer  than  20  exist  today,  of  which  most  do  noi 
approach  the  present  coin  in  terms  of  quality. 
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Gem  1910-D  Eagle 


2310  1910-D  MS-63  to  64.  A  lustrous,  splendid  example. 


2311  1910-S  EF-40. 

From  f.C.  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2312  1911  AU-58. 

From  Stack's  on  January  13,  1954. 


Gem  1911-D  Eagle 


2313  1911-D  MS-65.  A  gem  specimen  of  the  lowest  mintage  issue  in 
the  Indian  Head  eagle  series  of  the  1908  to  1933  With  Motto  style. 
Relatively  few  Uncirculated  pieces  are  known,  and  of  those  that 
are  known,  few  can  match  this.  A  splendid  coin  which  should 
attract  wide  bidding  attention. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  30,  1954. 

2314  1911-S  AU-58. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  234. 

2315  1912  AU-55. 

From  David  M.  Bullowa’s  sale  of  February  1953,  Lot  581. 


2316  1912-S  MS-60/63.  Very  scarce  in  this  condition. 

From  New  Netherlands  sale  of  the  Peake  Collection,  June  1955,  Lot  237. 
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2318  1913-S  AU-58  to  MS-60.  A  very  attractive  and  lustrous  example 

of  this  very  elusive  variety. 

From  Abner  Kreisberg  on  September  15,  1961. 


-  214  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Eagles 


2319  1914  Matte  Proof-65.  One  of  the  very  finest  known  of  this  extreme 

rarity. 

The  lowest  mintage  among  Proof  Indian  Head  eagles  was  reg¬ 
istered  for  1914,  at  which  time  just  50  were  coined.  By  this  point, 
the  demand  from  collectors  had  diminished  sharply,  and  appar¬ 


ently  the  Mint  was  tired  of  producing  coins  just  to  have  them 
remain  unsold  on  the  shelf  or  recycled  in  the  melting  pot.  Prob¬ 
ably  no  more  than  15  to  20  exist  today. 

From  Dan  Broum  on  August  22,  1953. 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Eagle 
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2320  1914-D  AU-55. 

From  Morgenthau  on  December  10,  1935. 

2321  1914- S  AU-50. 

From  Abner  Kreisberg  on  September  15,  1961. 

2322  1915  AU-58. 

From  the  1952  ANA  Convention  sale,  Lot  4152. 

2323  1915- S  AU-55. 

From  R.  Green  on  December  20,  1955. 


Gem  1916-S  Eagle 


2324  1916-S  MS-65.  A  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  popular  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  issue.  Although  Uncirculated  coins  appear  on  the  market 
from  time  to  time,  very  few  merit  the  designation  of  MS-65  by 
today's  exacting  standards. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  224. 
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Classic  1920-S  $10  Rarity 


mrw 


2325  1920-S  MS-64.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  one  of  the  classic  rarities 

in  the  $10  series. 

Although  126,500  were  minted,  it  is  probable  that  most  were 
never  released  and  were  melted  following  the  1933  suspension 


of  gold  coin  production.  It  is  believed  that  today  just  two  or  three 
dozen  are  known,  of  which  this  is  one  of  the  finest. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  May  2,  1953. 
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2326  1926  MS-60  63. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  224. 


Rare  1930-S  Eagle 


2327  1930-S  value  of  VF-20,  but  actually  MS-60  or  better,  polished. 

Although  96,000  examples  were  struck  of  this  issue,  only  a  few 
are  known  today.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  held  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  were  melted  after  1933. 

A  previously  published  picture  appearing  in  the  United  States 
Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  shows  the  entire  mintage  of  96,000 
coins,  stored  in  cloth  bags,  piled  on  the  floor  of  a  vault  in  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  Some  did  get  into  circulation,  perhaps  a  single 
bag,  with  the  result  that  it  is  estimated  that  fewer  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  pieces  survive.  Walter  Breen  is  somewhat  more  conserva¬ 
tive  and  places  the  number  at  30  or  fewer. 

From  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lot  224. 


Outstanding  1932  Eagle 


2328  1932  MS-64.  An  outstanding  example  of  the  last  readily  collecti¬ 

ble  date  of  the  series.  While  this  variety  is  not  rare,  even  in  this 
condition,  the  present  coin  is  certainly  attractive  and,  as  such, 
it  would  be  a  good  candidate  for  a  high  quality  type  set. 
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Lot  2 329 
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Classic  1933  $10  Rarity 


2329  1933  MS-64.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue 

of  the  Indian  Head  $10,  and  the  only  collectible  1933-dated  gold 
coin.  The  present  coin  is  separated  from  MS-65  only  by  a  mark 
on  the  cheek  and  a  few  stray  field  marks,  normal  for  the  grade. 
All  in  all  it  is  one  of  the  finest  survivors  of  the  issue. 

The  1933  eagle  is  recognized  as  the  prime  rarity  among  coins 
of  the  Indian  type.  When  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt's  Executive 
Order  pertaining  to  gold  coins  was  issued,  few  1933  eagles  had 
reached  commercial  channels.  Of  the  several  hundred  thousand 
pieces  struck,  it  is  believed  that  only  30  to  40  coins  were  released, 
of  which  probably  only  about  20  are  known  today. 


The  1933  eagle  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  latest  type  and 
latest  dated  collectible  United  States  regular  gold  coin.  The  only 
other  denomination  produced  that  year  was  a  double  eagle,  of 
which  445,500  were  made.  According  to  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment,  no  examples  were  placed  into  circulation,  and  the  several 
1933  double  eagles  that  have  come  to  light  since  the  date  of  issue 
have  been  viewed  as  held  illegally.  With  the  coinage  of  the  1933 
eagle  and  double  eagle  America's  proud  heritage  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  gold  coins  for  circulation,  begun  in  1795,  came  to  an  end. 

Fnmi  the  Palace  Collection  of  King  Farouk,  February  1954,  Lit  224. 


-  220  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Colonial  Coins,  St.  Patrick  Copper  Coinage 


Colonial  Coins 


The  second  part  of  the  Norweb  Collection  of  colonial  coins 
features  St.  Patrick  coppers,  Rosa  Americana  issues,  Mass¬ 
achusetts  copper  coinage,  Connecticut  copper  coinage.  Con¬ 
tinental  currency  pieces,  and  the  outstanding  New  York- 
related  Confederatio  and  Immune  Columbia  series. 

The  St.  Patrick  copper  coinage  is  extensive,  including  some 
53  pieces  of  both  the  farthing  and  half-penny  sized  issues, 
as  well  as  shillings  (usually  catalogued  as  half  pennies  struck 
in  silver).  These  have  afforded  the  cataloguer  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  conduct  a  die  study,  and  correlate  these  results  with 
both  metrological  and  other  technical  data,  which  have  sug¬ 
gested  some  tentative  conclusions,  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  specialists. 

The  Connecticut  copper  coins  included  feature  several 
which  appear  to  have  been,  at  one  time,  in  the  collection 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Hall,  although  how  they  found  their  way  to 
the  Albert  Holden  Collection  (before  1913)  is  presently  un¬ 
documented.  One  or  two  of  the  Connecticut  coppers  are 
noteworthy  as  being  either  discovery  pieces  or  some  of  the 
earliest  specimens  of  their  dies  that  Dr.  Hall  had  seen.  Of 
the  350  known  varieties  of  the  Connecticut  coppers,  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection  contains  231  different,  or  about  66%  of  the 
total— making  it  a  respectable  collection,  by  all  standards.  The 
highlight  of  the  collection,  indeed  the  highlight  of  any  col¬ 
lection  of  Connecticut  coppers,  is  the  celebrated  1787  M 
1.4-WW,  the  only  type  in  the  entire  series  with  the  seated 
figure  facing  to  the  right,  rather  than  the  left. 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Auctori  Plebis  tokens  is  memora¬ 


ble,  and  includes  the  majority  of  the  major  varieties.  The 
Continental  currency  pieces  contained  are  outstanding  by 
any  measure.  Two  specimens  struck  in  brass  are  included, 
as  well  as  the  unique  Newman  5-D  variety,  with  floriated 
cross  in  the  reverse  legend. 

The  collection  of  Rosa  Americana  coins  and  patterns  is  su¬ 
perb!  Over  50  lots  are  included,  and  the  collection  features 
a  complete  set  of  the  so-called  "Pre-Patent"  pieces,  several 
broad-struck  twopence  coins,  from  the  same  dies  as  the  fa¬ 
mous  "Iron  Rosa,"  as  well  as  a  lovely  specimen  of  the  1733 
"Post-Patent"  twopence,  the  beautiful  Rosa  Sine  Spina  two¬ 
pence.  The  Rosa  Americana  collection  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
most  extensive  to  be  offered  at  public  auction  in  recent 
memory. 

Among  Massachusetts  coppers  will  be  found  several  Greco 
plate  coins,  as  well  as  specimens  in  outstanding  states  of 
preservation.  The  collection  of  Nova  Eboracs,  Immune 
Columbias,  and  Confederatios  contains  most  of  the  major 
rarities,  many  of  which  are  among  the  finest  known  of  their 
types. 

As  with  our  offering  of  the  first  part  of  the  colonial  coins 
from  the  Norweb  Collection,  we  have  endeavored  to  pro¬ 
vide  specialists  with  much  technical  information  about  the 
coins  offered,  over  and  above  the  usual  descriptive  informa¬ 
tion.  Specialists  will  find  included  complete  data  regarding 
the  weights,  diameters,  and  die  axes  of  each  and  every  coin 
to  follow  hereafter. 


St.  Patrick  Copper  Coinage 


Very  little  is  known  with  absolute  certainty  about  the  St. 
Patrick  copper  coinage.  Documented  historical  facts  about 
the  pieces  are  very  few.  They  are  known  to  have  circulated 
on  the  Isle  of  Man  before  June  24,  1679,  when  they  were 
demonetized  by  an  Act  of  the  Tynwald  of  that  date.  Three 
years  later  in  America,  on  May  8,  1682,  the  General  Free  As¬ 
sembly  of  West  Jersey  authorized  Mark  Newby  to  circulate 
them  at  one  half-penny  value,  on  security  from  Newby  that 
he  would  exchange  them  for  "pay  equivalent"  on  demand. 
No  more  than  five  shillings  of  the  coppers  were  required  to 
be  accepted  for  any  one  payment.  On  Newby's  death,  in 
1683,  30  pounds  value  (=180  pounds  weight,  or  about  14,400 
half-pennies)  were  held  against  his  estate,  for  redemption 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  year  before. 

Apart  from  these  facts,  most  other  statements  about  the 
origins  and  circulation  of  the  St.  Patrick  coppers  printed  in 
American  sources  are  inferential  or  hypothetical.  Many 
different  scenarios  have  been  offered  to  account  for  the  strik¬ 
ing  and  later  fate  of  the  issue.  Perhaps  the  most  popular  of 
these  posits  that  the  issue  was  struck  in  the  Tower  Mint,  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  1640s,  from  dies  or  devices  by  Nicholas  Briot,  and 
that  following  the  judicial  murder  of  Charles  I  the  mintage 
was  hidden  by  a  royalist  Catholic  faction  loyal  to  the  monar¬ 
chy.  In  this  scenario,  the  total  mintage  was  hidden  away  from 
1649  until  the  end  of  the  1670s.  The  evidence  presented  in 


this  hypothesis  rests  primarily  upon  a  superficial  resem¬ 
blance  of  the  portrait  of  the  king  on  the  obverse  of  the  token 
to  contemporary  portraits  of  Charles  I;  and  perceived  punch 
linkages  between  Briot's  coinage  and  devices  found  on  the 
St.  Patrick  copper  coinage.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  the 
punch  linkages  noted  have  never  been  formally  published 
for  scrutiny  by  other  numismatists.  The  resemblance  of  the 
features  of  King  David  on  the  coinage  to  those  of  Charles 
I  can  be  shown  to  be  superficial,  at  worst,  or  simply  mimet¬ 
ic,  at  best.  In  fact,  the  kneeling  figure  of  King  David,  play¬ 
ing  a  harp  before  him,  is  a  common  representation  for  bibli¬ 
cal  kingship  and,  later,  royalty  in  general.  A  very  similar 
treatment  can  be  found  on  a  1641 10  ducat  (Portugaloser)  of 
Nuremburg,  from  dies  by  C.  Maler.  Almost  identical  treat¬ 
ments  of  the  obverse  iconography  may  be  found  on  the  fa¬ 
mous  Psalmmenpfenige  of  many  Swiss  cities  struck  in  the  17th 
and  later  18th  centuries. 

The  reverse  type,  commonly  held  to  be  that  of  St.  Patrick, 
is  related  to  the  type  appearing  on  Richard  Grenwood's  far¬ 
thing  token  issued  in  Dublin  circa  1653-1679.  Whether  Gren¬ 
wood's  token  derived  from  the  St.  Patrick  type,  or  vice  ver¬ 
sa,  has  not  been  established.  However,  the  presence  of  a 
worn  half-penny  in  the  excavated  wreck  of  the  royal  yacht 
Mary,  which  foundered  on  rocks  off  Anglesey  in  the  early 
morning  hours  after  she  left  Dublin,  March  25,  1675,  proves 
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that  the  issue  was  in  circulation  in  Ireland  at  that  time.  Fur¬ 
ther  information  regarding  the  issue  may  be  found  in  the 
present  cataloguer's  The  St.  Patrick  Copper  Token  Coinage:  A 
Reappraisal  of  the  Evidence,  which  appeared  recently  in  the 
Colonial  Newsletter. 

The  following  offering  of  St.  Patrick  copper  farthings  and 
halfpennies  is  one  of  the  largest  ever  to  be  sold  in  a  single 
auction  session.  Some  53  individual  specimens  are  includ¬ 
ed,  40  of  which  are  of  the  smaller,  or  farthing  sized  pieces. 
While  this  number  is  a  small  sample  of  the  coinage  for  metro¬ 
logical  study  purposes,  some  observations  offered  by  the 
coinage  are  suggestive  and  may  be  presented  here. 

In  the  first  place,  there  appears  to  be  no  direct  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  weights  of  the  farthing  issue  and  the  pres¬ 
ence  or  absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  symbols 
found  on  some  varieties  of  the  obverse,  namely  a  martlet, 
an  annulet,  or  the  figure  8.  Additionally,  there  is  no  exact 
correlation  between  weights  of  specimens  and  the  presence 
or  absence  of  a  nimbus  around  St.  Patrick's  head  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  following  table  presents,  in  summary  fashion, 
these  observations: 


Weight  Number 

Interval  of 

(gns)  Specimens  Observations 


60-65 

65-70 

70-75 

75-80 

80-85 

85-90 

90-95 

95-100 

100-105 

105-110 

110-115 

115-120 

120-125 


2 

2 

4  nimbus 

6  nimbus;  nimbus;  martlet;  martlet 

7  annulet;  bird;  8 

7  annulet;  8 

7  8;  martlet 

3  annulet;  martlet;  8 

1  8 

1 


ever,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  this  small  sample.  As  with 
so  many  issues  in  the  colonial  American  series,  much  more 
work  needs  to  be  done  to  answer  such  questions.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  full  die  study  of  the  St.  Patrick  copper  farthings 
yet  published,  although  several  students  of  the  series  are 
working  on  such  a  project. 

In  the  listing  to  follow,  two  different  off-metal  strikes  will 
be  found.  What  have  traditionally  been  called  halfpence 
struck  in  silver  we  will  now  term  shillings.  The  four  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  Norweb  Collection  show  an  average  observed 
weight  of  101.6  grains,  which  is  slightly  high  but  not  so  much 
so  as  to  preclude  their  being  struck  to  the  contemporary  (cir¬ 
ca  1675)  English  silver  shilling  standard.  In  fact,  we  incline 
to  the  opinion  that  the  entire  St.  Patrick  issue,  struck  in  both 
copper,  silver,  and  gold,  represents  the  remains  of  a  coin¬ 
age  scheme  undertaken  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
Arthur,  Earl  of  Essex  (1672-1677).  That  the  coinage  had  some 
official  status  seems  clear  from  several  technical  factors,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  tokens'  reeded  edges  and  the  plainly  anti¬ 
counterfeiting  measure— the  brass  splash  applied  to  the  plan- 
chet  surface  intended  for  the  obverse  of  the  piece,  before 
striking. 

One  specimen  in  gold  is  included  below.  This  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  Mrs.  Norweb  from  the  well-known  London  coin 
dealers  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd.,  in  1966.  Prior  to  that  sale,  only 
one  specimen  in  gold  was  known,  originally  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  early  19th-century  British  collector  Philip  Rash- 
leig,  later  sold  by  Sotheby's  in  1909.  The  Norweb  specimen 
is  controversial,  for  reasons  which  will  be  gone  into  in  greater 
detail  in  the  appropriate  catalogue  description. 

In  the  descriptions  that  follow,  beyond  the  technical  in¬ 
formation  that  is  included  for  all  U.S.  colonial  era  coinages, 
we  have  endeavored  to  reproduce  exactly  the  punctuation 
style  found  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  coinage. 
This  has  been  provided  for  future  students  of  the  series  who 
may  not  have  access  to  the  coins  themselves.  The  equiva¬ 
lences  between  the  punctuation  styles  as  typeset  and  those 
as  seen  on  the  coins  will  be  very  close,  if  not  perfect. 


As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  there  is  a  suggestive 
correspondence  between  low  weights  and  the  presence  of 
a  nimbus  around  St.  Patrick's  head  on  the  reverse,  but  the 
number  of  specimens  bearing  the  nimbus  is  too  small,  in 
this  sample,  to  make  the  correspondence  with  any  sort  of 
certainty.  The  primary  function  of  the  table  is  to  illustrate 
the  observation  offered  earlier,  that  there  appears  to  be  no 
exact  correlation  between  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  mart¬ 
let,  annulet,  8,  or  any  combination  of  these  three  devices, 
and  either  low,  average,  or  heavy  weights  in  the  issue. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  no  correlation  observable 
between  the  presence  of  one  of  these  three  devices  and  the 
coinage  in  general.  When  compared  with  the  punctuation 
styles  found  on  the  obverse,  some  additional  suggestive  fea¬ 
tures  may  be  noted.  There  is  no  correlation  whatsoever,  at 
least  on  the  specimens  included  in  this  sample,  between  the 
presence  or  absence  of  an  annulet  or  an  8  and  the  various 
punctuation  styles  employed  on  the  coinage.  However,  a 
martlet  appears  beneath  King  David  on  the  obverse  on  all 
specimens  punctuated  as  FLOREAT  REX:  (N=5),  as  well  as 
on  one  punctuated  as  FLOREAT  :REX:  (N=l).  Whether  this 
suggests  a  particular  issue,  a  particular  die  cutter,  or  what- 


Outstanding  St.  Patrick  Farthing 


2330  (1672-1675)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  AU-50.  92.0  grains.  25.1mm.  5°. 
Uniform  surface  granularity.  Centers  softly  struck  up,  but  sharp¬ 
ness  equivalent  to  technical  grade  elsewhere.  Splash  discolored. 
Slightly  off  center.  Nice,  light  orange  in  color.  FLOREAT 
REX:/QVIESCAT  PLEBS  .  Obverse  die  break  from  rim,  through 
O,  reaching  to  middle  of  figure  on  harp.  Annulet,  martlet,  and 
8  beneath  King  David.  Edge  fully  reeded.  Die  duplicate  with  Lot 
2332  below. 

From  Fred  Baldwin,  May  23,  1963. 

2331  (1672-1675)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-35.  81.8  grains.  24.9mm.  350  . 
Rich  golden  brown  in  color.  Well-centered,  if  faded,  splash.  Re¬ 
verse  rim  ragged  at  2:00.  FLOREAT  REX:/QVIESCAT  PLEBS:  . 
Martlet  beneath  king.  Die  duplicate  with  Lot  2333  below.  This 
is  an  early  state. 

From  Fred  Baldwin,  May  23,  1963. 
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.  VF-30.  88.4  grains.  24.7mm.  5°. 
rk  orange  brown.  Splash  faded. 
LEBS  .  Annulet,  martlet,  and  8  be¬ 
ll  Lot  2330  above. 
ir  15,  1954. 


FLOREAT  .REX  :.  Reverse:  from  the  same  die  as  Lot  2365  below, 
but  an  earlier  state  of  the  break  above  first  S;  spidery  break  from 
right  side  of  St.  Patrick's  chin  into  field  below  C;  nimbus  around 
episcopal  crown;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS  •:  .  Same  dies  as  Garrett: 
1384  and  1382,  Roper:57. 

From  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  23,  1955. 


Outstanding  St.  Patrick  Farthing 


2332  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing 

Microscopically  granular.  Da 
FLOREAT  REX: /QVIESCAT  PI 
neath  king.  Die  duplicate  wit 
From  Richard  Picker,  Decembt 

2333  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15/VG-8.  88.6  grains.  24.9mm.  0°. 
Microscopically  granular  surfaces.  Light  orange  brown.  Splash 
faded.  FLOREAT  REX: /QVIESCAT  PLEBS  .  Martlet  beneath  king. 
Reverse  die  crumbling  from  the  rim  inward,  bulged  over  St. 
Patrick's  arm.  Die  break  in  front  of  church,  reaching  from  the  rim 
at  5:00  to  its  roof.  Reeding  partial.  Die  duplicate  with  Lot  2331 
above. 

From  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  1959. 


2334  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  98.0  grains.  25.3mm.  5°.  Glossy 
brown  surfaces.  Well  centered  and  bright  splash.  Some  old,  in¬ 
active  reverse  verdigris.  Slightly  off  center,  but  without  affecting 
any  detail.  Obverse:  cincture  (i.e.,  beginning  of  the  drapery  on 
the  figure  on  the  harp)  touches  O;  martlet  below  king;  die  scratch 
wing  into  field  below  crown;  pronounced  die  bulge  over  King 
David's  back,  reaching  to  beneath  neighboring  X;  FLOREAT  REX:. 
Reverse:  hand  below  IE;  cross  points  to  E;  reverse  letters  well 
formed.  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

From  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  2963. 


2335  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VG-8.  91.2  grains.  24.9mm.  0°.  Gold¬ 

en  brown  surfaces.  Partial  splash.  Planchet  cutter  clip  at  4:00  on 
the  obverse,  planchet  cutter  lip  mark  from  12  to  7:00  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Reverse  as  struck.  Obverse:  cincture  below  and  to  left  of 
F;  points  of  King  David's  crown  near  RE;  first  RE  touch,  this  E 
very  large;  FLOREAT  REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  VI;  cross 
points  to  right  end  of  E;  spire  distant  from  S;  bottom  logps  of 
both  Ss  broken;  QVIESCAT:PLEBS:.  .  Punch  linked  through  the 
broken  S  to  Lot  2352,  below. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
May  1,  1956. 


2336  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-35.  81.3  grains.  23.9mm.  355°. 
Attractive,  reddish  brown.  Rim  clip  above  crown  on  obverse.  Nice, 
bright  and  well-centered  splash.  Obverse:  cincture  below  LO; 


2337  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  AU-50,  an  outstanding  specimen. 

99.9  grains.  25.2mm.  0°.  Glossy,  black-brown  surfaces.  Sharp 
where  fully  struck  up.  Splash  very  dark.  Flan  cracked  above 
crown.  Obverse:  cincture  below  and  nearly  touching  O;  die 
scratches  beneath  first  E;  right  leg  of  A  truncated;  wedge-shaped 
break  beneath  right  side  of  crossbar  of  T;  X  double  punched;  ob¬ 
verse  punch  linked  through  E  and  F  to  Lot  2344,  below;  FLOREAT 
:REX:  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross  points  to  descender  of 
E;  spire  ends  under  B;  very  distinctive  O,  R,  and  E  punches; 

•  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  &  Son,  March  15,  1956. 

The  brass  plug  used  on  this  piece  was  too  thick,  resulting  in  the  crown  being  imper¬ 
fectly  struck  up  and  the  flan  slightly  bent  above  it  due  to  the  striking  pressure.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  observation  that  the  plug  was  applied  to  the  planchet  before  striking. 
Additionally,  the  edge  reeding  appears  to  have  been  applied  to  the  planchets  prior 
to  striking,  also,  as  the  flan  split  separates  some  reeds,  which  could  only  have  occurred 
if  the  reeding  were  applied  before  striking. 


2338  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  AU-50.  116.8  grains.  25.3mm.  350°. 
Glossy,  deep  tan  surfaces.  Slightly  off  center.  Weak  at  1:00  on  the 
obverse  rim,  corresponding  portion  of  the  reverse  rim.  Obverse: 
cincture  below  LO;  FLOREAT  :REX:  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to 
I;  cross  points  to  descender  of  second  E;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 
Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  2963. 


2339  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  EF-45.  89.9  grains.  25.6mm.  345°. 
Glossy,  dark  brown  surfaces.  Brass  splash  very  faint.  Slightly  off 
center  on  the  obverse,  affecting  the  tops  of  FLO,  but  without  af¬ 
fecting  any  letters  or  devices  on  the  reverse.  Obverse:  cincture 
below  L;  die  break  from  cincture  below  OR,  reaching  and  touch¬ 
ing  neighboring  E;  another,  through  tops  of  EX;  FLOREAT  :REX: 
Reverse:  hand  points  to  space  between  IE,  closer  to  I;  cross  points 
to  space  between  EB;  spire  touches  last  X;  die  break  from  sec¬ 
ond  cross  stroke  of  first  E,  touching  top  of  neighboring  S;  QVIES¬ 
CAT  PLEBS.  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  &  Son  on  March  15,  1956. 
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2340  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  78.9  grains.  23.8mm.  350°. 

Golden  brown.  Glossy,  nicely  centered  splash.  Obverse:  cincture 
below  LO,  closer  to  left  side  of  O;  well  spaced,  small  letters; 
FLORE  AT  :  REX:  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to  space  between  IE;  cross 
points  to  lower  serif  of  E;  spire  ends  under  S;  nimbus  around 
Episcopal  crown;  small  letters.  Same  dies  as  Garrett:  1384  and 
1382,  Roper:  57  and  2336  above;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

Purchased  at  auction  from  Hans  Schulman  in  1955. 


2341  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  101.9  grains.  24.8mm.  350°. 

Rough,  brown  and  gold  surfaces.  Small,  faded  brass  plug.  Numer¬ 
ous  edge  dents.  Obverse:  severely  rusted  die,  die  rust  spots  be¬ 
neath  crown  and  beneath  space  between  EX;  annulet,  martlet, 
and  8  below  King  David;  FLORE  AT  :REX:  .  Reverse:  hand  points 
to  space  between  IE;  first  mitral  cross  touches  T;  cross  points  to 
end  of  L;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2342  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  87.3  grains.  24.4mm.  350°. 

Glossy  orange  brown,  with  some  roughness  visible.  Splash  dis¬ 
colored.  Obverse:  cincture  below  end  of  L;  FLOREAT  :  REX  :  . 
Reverse:  hand  points  to  right  side  of  I;  cross  ends  beneath  serif 
of  E;  spire  above  and  distant  from  S;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS: 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1956. 


2343  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  99.2  grains.  25.6mm.  0°.  Glossy 

orange  brown  surfaces.  Splash  very  faint.  Centers  soft,  as  are  left 
obverse  and  right  reverse  rims.  Very  sharp  circular  outline  to  faded 
splash.  Obverse:  cincture  below  space  between  FL;  obverse  die 
punch  linked  through  T,  E  to  Lot  2360,  below;  *FLOREAT  :REX:. 
Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross  touches  base  of  E;  spire  ends  un¬ 
der  space  between  BS;  L-shaped  break  from  left  side  of  upper 
curve  of  last  S;  QVIESCAT-PLEBS  . 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1954. 


2344  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  103.6  grains.  24.9mm.  345  . 

Orange  brown  obverse,  darker  brown  reverse  surface.  Wide,  bright 
splash,  which  covers  part  of  the  top  of  the  sound  board  of  the 
harp.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  with  incusations  visible  beneath 
REX.  Minor  porosity.  Obverse:  cincture  ends  under  left  side  of 
O;  punch  linked  to  Lot  2337  above,  through  F,E;  FLOREAT 
:REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  left  side  of  E;  cross  points  to  base 
of  E;  die  scratch  from  top  of  cross  through  lower  crossbar  of  E; 
first  S  distinctively  very  small;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS:  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Thomas  Elder  on  December  25,  1935. 


2345  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  98.7  grains.  25.3mm.  340°. 
Smooth,  brown  surfaces.  Splash  discolored,  showing  verdigris. 
Rims  ragged,  but  as  made.  Obverse:  cincture  below  L;  8,  leaning 
left,  below  King  David;  faint  FLOREAT  :REX:  .  Reverse:  first  E 
almost  touches  neighboring  S;  cross  touches  E;  EBS  joined  at  their 
bases  by  a  die  break;  spire  joins  break  beneath  EB;  oddly  shaped 
bird,  resembling  a  jet  with  swept-back  wings;  QVIESCAT 
•PLEBS:  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2346  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  94.1  grains.  23.9mm.  345°. 
Light  brown.  Surfaces  porous.  Brass  splash  present,  but  faint. 
Obverse:  cincture  below  end  of  L;  FLOREAT  :REX:  (upper  •  faint). 
Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross  points  to  space  between  EB;  spire 
ends  below  S;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS.  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1956. 


2347  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  85.6  grains.  24.4mm.  10°.  Glossy, 

dark  orange  brown.  Large,  bright  splash,  extending  to  the  top 
of  the  harp.  Obverse:  E  from  an  F  punch,  with  an  additional  cross- 
line  added  in  the  die;  lower  right  foot  of  T  touches  jewel  on  crown; 
King  David's  crown  touches  left  serif  of  R;  FLOREAT  :REX*-. 
Reverse:  massive  rim  break  from  7  to  9:00,  obscuring  QV;  E's  from 
the  same  punches  as  used  on  the  obverse;  CA  touch;  hand  points 
to  I;  cross  points  to  center  of  lower  cross  stroke  of  E;  die  break 
from  thumb  to  base  of  first  E;  QVIESCAT**PLEBS»»*  .. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 

St.  Patrick  farthings  with  die  breaks  as  massive  as  this  on  piece  are  quite  rare.  Clearly 
(he  coinage  was  fairly  closely  controlled,  and  when  a  die  appeared  to  show  signs  ot 
severe  overuse,  it  was  retired. 
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2348  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-12.  69.0  grains.  23.6mm.  350°. 

Bright,  golden  orange  surfaces.  Nice,  bright  splash.  Serrated  edge, 
applied  after  striking.  Obverse:  cincture  ends  under  the  end  of 
L;  FLOREAT  :REX  :  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to  space  between  IE; 
cross  points  to  E;  spire  ends  beneath  S;  same  E  punch  as  used 
on  the  obverse;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS:  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  in  January  1956. 

The  reason  for  serrating  the  edge  of  this  piece  is  unknown.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  there  are  some  varieties  of  18th-century  English  merchant  token  farthings  which 
also  have  serrated  edges. 


2349  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VI^30.  83.6  grains.  25.3mm.  5°. 

Glossy,  dark  olive  surfaces.  Incompletely  struck  on  the  obverse 
from  2  to  4:00,  and  the  reverse  from  8  to  10:00.  No  perceptible 
signs  of  a  brass  splash.  Obverse:  cincture  below  left  side  of  L; 
top  of  F  very  thin;  FLOREAT’  :REX:  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to 
space  between  VI;  cross  points  to  space  between  LE;  mitral  crosses 
small  and  shrunken;  spire  touches  base  of  E;  B  strengthened  in 
die,  which  appears  as  an  upside  down  P;  small  break  in  field  to 
the  left  of  the  top  cross  member  of  the  metropolitan  cross;  oddly 
shaped  bird,  resembling  a  child's  drawing  of  a  pine  tree  laid  on 
its  side;  QVIESCAT.  PLEBS  . 

Purchased  privately  from  David  Proskey  on  October  28,  1908. 


2350  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20.  94.3  grains.  25.1mm.  5°.  Medi¬ 

um  tan  surfaces.  Nice,  well-centered  splash.  Centers  soft,  as 
struck.  Obverse:  cincture  below  L;  annulet  and  8  below  King 
David;  FLOREAT*  :REX:  .  Reverse:  Q  small,  tail  touches  mon¬ 
ster;  hand  points  to  I;  cross  points  to  E,  and  is  very  close;  spire 
ends  beneath  and  near  B;  V  repunched,  first  too  high;  distinc¬ 
tive  S's,  voided  in  their  centers;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS*  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2351  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  79.1  grains.  25mm.  350°.  Mot¬ 

tled  brown  surfaces.  Brass  splash,  cleaned.  Hairlines  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Obverse:  cincture  points  to  left  side  of  L;  FLOREAT 
:REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  space  between  VI;  cross  ends  un¬ 
der  right  tip  of  E;  spire  touches  base  of  B;  B  appears  as  a  correct¬ 
ed,  upside  down  P;  bird  resembles  swept-wing  jet.  QVIES- 
CAT*PLEBS:. 

From  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2352  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-20/F-12.  93.2  grains.  24.9mm.  345°. 

Glossy,  dark  brown  surfaces.  Small,  faded  splash  beneath  the 
crown.  Plain  stippling  within  the  crown  itself.  Planchet  cutter  lip 
around  obverse,  from  9  to  6:00.  Obverse:  cincture  below  left  edge 
of  F;  EA  touch  at  their  bases;  FLOREAT*  :REX:«.  Reverse:  hand 
points  to  I;  cross  and  spire  touch;  small  die  scratch  from  lower 
left  jewel  on  metropolitan  cross,  reaching  toward  St.  Patrick's 
shoulder;  distinctive,  broken  Ss,  punch-linked  to  Lot  2335  below. 

From  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2353  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  76.4  grains.  24.9mm.  350°. 

.  Rough,  dark  brown  surfaces.  Large,  faded  splash,  extending  to 
the  top  of  the  harp.  Reverse  off  center  towards  1:00,  affecting  the 
tops  of  the  letters  there.  Obverse:  cincture  slightly  under  the  left 
side  of  F;  FLOREAT  *:REX>.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross 
points  to  descender  of  E;  spire  ends  below  B,  near  the  top  bar 
of  the  metropolitan  cross;  large  break  below  A,  in  field  beside 
head,  resembling  a  bird;  misshapen  griffon,  its  tail  transferred 
to  the  end  of  the  long  snake  above;  two  diminutive  bird  shapes, 
each  resembling  a  jet  with  swept-back  wings. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
May  1,  1956. 


2354  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  EF-40,  exceptionally  sharp.  96.0 

grains.  24.9mm.  350°.  Mottled  orange  and  black  obverse,  dark 
brown  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  Splash  faded.  A  few  obverse  and 
reverse  nicks.  Obverse:  cincture  ends  below  space  between  LO; 
FLOREAT  REX.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross  points  to  left  side 
of  E;  small  die  scratch  from  left  top  of  metropolitan  cross,  below 
uppermost  jewel;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS  . 

From  Neui  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  23,  1955. 


2355  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  EF40.  108.5  grains.  25.6mm.  355°. 
Golden  brown,  somewhat  rough  in  the  centers.  Splash  faint.  Ex¬ 
ceptional  reverse  sharpness.  Obverse:  cincture  under  L;  first  RE 
joined  at  base  by  break;  second  RE  joined  at  base  by  break,  also, 
which  extends  into  the  field  past  E;  minute  recutting  on  X;  8  un¬ 
der  king,  leaning  right;  FLOREAT:  REX  .  Reverse:  hand  points 
to  I;  tail  of  Q  recut,  die  scratch  extending  from  the  tail  into  the 
field  towards  the  saint's  hand;  cross  points  at  descender  of  E;  spire 
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touches  B,  and  is  near  E;  CA  smaller  than  the  other  letters;  T 
punched  over  first  cross  of  the  mitral  crown;  QVIESCAT  • 
PLEBS.  Dies  rather  rusty. 

Purchased  privately  from  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1956. 


2356  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-12.  95.5.  grains.  25.2mm.  5°.  Ob¬ 

verse:  cincture  under  L;  first  RE  touch;  annulet  under  king; 
FLOREAT  •  REX.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  E;  cross  points  to  space 
between  EB;  spire  touches  B;  large  rim  cud  developing  over  VIES; 
QVIESCAT  PLEBS:. 

From  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2357  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  66.4  grains.  24.9mm.  0°.  Dark 
brown  surfaces.  Small,  heavily  toned  and  almost  indistinct  plug. 
Obverse  rim  clipped  from  12:30  to  3:00.  Obverse:  cincture  under 
space  before  F;  first  R  touches  E;  rust  spot,  large,  beneath  X; 
FLOREAT*  REX:.  .  Reverse:  hand  points  to  space  between  VI; 
cross  points  to  bottom-most  serif  of  E;  spire  ends  close  under  B; 
Q  double  cut  inside;  bird  resembles  jet  with  swept  back  wings; 
QVIESCAT  PLEBS:.. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2360  [1672-751  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF20.  71.9  grains.  24.3mm.  0°.  Gray 

brown  surfaces,  no  sign  of  a  splash.  Obverse  rim  clip  at  11:00. 
Very  softly  struck.  Obverse:  cincture  below  space  between  FL; 
tops  of  F,  E  broken;  T  repunched  at  bottom,  first  punched  too 
close  to  the  crown;  top  of  E  of  REX  broken  (same  punch  as  used 
in  the  broken  E  of  FLOREAT;  FLOREAT:  :REX:  .  Reverse:  hand 
points  to  space  between  VI,  closer  to  I;  cross  points  to  descender 
of  E;  spire  close  to  EB,  which  letters  are  joined  at  their  bases;  Q 
larger  than  other  letters;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  in 
1956. 


2361  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  EF-40,  sharply  struck  on  the  obverse. 

100.3  grains.  25.5mm.  5°.  Rough,  dark  brown  surfaces.  No  sign 
of  a  brass  splash.  Obverse  broadly  struck.  Obverse:  cincture  un¬ 
der  FL;  first  RE  touch;  obverse  characterized  by  very  fine  die  work, 
indeed;  »FLOREAT  :REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  thin  break 
from  heel  of  hand  to  field  left  of  V,  touching  that  letter;  cross  points 
to  lower  serif  E;  spire  ends  under  B;  thin  die  break  from  left  top 
jewel  of  first  crossbar  of  metropolitan  cross,  through  top  of  spire, 
becoming  wider,  reaching  to  between  BS;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2358  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  88.7  grains.  25.3mm.  5°.  Olive 

brown  surfaces,  no  trace  of  a  brass  splash.  Slightly  off  center,  but 
without  serious  effect.  Obverse:  cincture  under  F;  right  leg  of  A 
truncated;  FLOREAT  :REX:..  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross 
points  to  tip  of  B;  spire  just  touches  S;  top  of  first  S  broken;  QVIES¬ 
CAT  :PLEBS:.. 


2359  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-35.  79.7  grains.  24.6mm.  0°.  Dark 

brown  surfaces.  Old  obverse  and  reverse  scratches.  Bright,  cor¬ 
roded  splash,  active  verdigris  present.  A  die  duplicate  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  refer  there  for  detailed  description  of  these  dies. 

From  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2362  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-30.  88.8  grains.  24.1mm.  350°. 
Light  orange  brown,  splash  corroded  by  verdigris.  Obverse:  cinc¬ 
ture  under  right  foot  of  F;  EA  touch;  RE  very  close;  crown  nearly 
touches  lower  right  foot  of  T;  FLOREAT  *REX„oo .  Reverse:  hand 
points  to  I;  cross  points  to  descender  of  E;  large  cross  on  spire, 
nearly  touching  metropolitan  cross;  first  E  and  C  larger  than  other 
letters;  die  swelling  in  left  field  between  hand  and  head;  QVIES¬ 
CAT  **PLEBS*. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1956. 

2363  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VG-8.  95.4  grains.  24.0mm.  355°.  Light 
brown,  porous  surfaces.  Misshapen  splash,  somewhat  faded. 
Buckled  and  bulged  obverse  die.  Obverse  rim  nicked.  Obverse: 

cincture  under  space  between  FL;  FLOREAT  *REX* . Reverse: 

hand  points  to  I,  which  is  very  small;  break  from  rim  above  A, 
extending  downward  across  hand,  reaching  toward  uppermost 
bird;  QVIESCAT  "PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
May  1,  1956. 


-  226  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  St.  Patrick  Copper  Coinage 


verse:  hand  points  to  diminutive  I;  E's  created  from  superimpos¬ 
ing  F  over  L  punches;  Ss  thin,  lower  curve  very  thin;  B  from  P 
superimposed  on  D  punch;  pronounced  die  break  covers  most 
of  spire;  die  scratch  from  spire  through  B;  cross  points  to 
descender  E;  QVIESCAT  *  PLEBS*  . 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1955. 


2364  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VF-35.  95.4  grains.  24.4mm.  350°. 
Glossy  mahogany  surfaces.  Considerable  active  verdigris  over 
brass  splash.  Struck  from  rusty  dies.  Reverse  die  sinking  in  the 
center.  Rims  ragged,  as  made.  Obverse:  cincture  under  space  be¬ 
tween  FL;  die  break  from  base  of  harp  through  base  of  F  through 
top  of  L  to  rim;  first  RE  touch;  FLOREAT  *REX**-  .  Reverse: 
hand  points  to  left  side  of  descender  of  E;  first  mitral  cross  very 
near  right  base  of  T;  spire  touches  cross;  cross  points  to  lower 
serif  E;  QVIESCAT*PLEBS*. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2365  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-12.  79.5  grains.  24.3mm.  345°.  Dark 

brown  porous  surfaces.  Edge  dent  at  11:00  on  the  obverse.  No 
obvious  signs  of  a  brass  splash.  Obverse:  cincture  below  FL;  E 
touches  A;  small  T;  King  David's  crown  very  near  to  RE;  FLOREAT 
*REX*„..  Reverse:  hand  points  to  I;  cross  points  to  EB;  spire  near 
S;  large  letters;  nimbus;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS.  Same  reverse  die  as 
seen  on  Lot  2336  above. 


2366  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  G-4  to  VG-8.  83.0  grains.  24.0mm. 
0°.  Rough,  dark  brown  porous  surfaces.  Faded  splash.  Partial 
legends  due  to  worn  dies.  Dark  toning  spot  on  the  top  of  the  re¬ 
verse,  at  about  1:00.  Obverse:  cincture  under  space  between  FL; 
R's  large;  first  point  of  King  David's  crown  very  close  to  lower 
left  serif  R;  FLOREAT  **  REX*-.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  left  side 
of  E;  I  very  small;  die  sinking  in  left  field,  obscuring  saint's  hand; 
QVIESCAT”PLEBS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1956. 

2367  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  VG-8.  91.9  grains.  24.1mm.  350°. 
Glossy  brown  surfaces,  with  some  central  porosity.  Obverse  and 
reverse  die  duplicate  with  Lot  2366,  preceding.  Reverse  die  state 
slightly  later  than  that  coin,  but  this  specimen  better  struck. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2368  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-12.  86.2  grains.  24.2mm.  0°.  Light 

orange  brown.  Toning  spot  at  the  end  of  the  obverse  legend. 
Crudely  reeded  edge,  very  faint.  Obverse:  cincture  under  base 
F;  die  scratch  from  upper  left  top  of  curve  of  O;  E  created  by  su¬ 
perimposing  F  upon  an  L  punch;  FLOREAT*  "REX  **•  .  Re- 


2369  [1672-75]  St.  Patrick  farthing.  F-15.  81.1  grains.  24.3mm.  355°.  Gold¬ 
en  brown,  microscopically  granular  surfaces.  Nice  well-centered 
bright  splash.  Obverse:  cincture  under  space  between  FL; 
FLOREAT*  »REX*~.  Reverse:  hand  points  to  diminutive  I;  cross 
points  to  descender  E;  spire  ends  below  S,  very  close;  die  scratch 
from  upper  left  tip  of  spire  into  field  below  EB;  QVIESCAT 
•PLEBS"  . 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
May  1,  1956. 


2370  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  1-A.  VF-20.  140.8  grains. 

28.4mm.  5°.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  No  sign  of  the  splash  remain¬ 
ing.  Edge  flawed  on  the  reverse  at  12:30. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2371  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  1-A.  F-15.  135.4  grains. 

28.5mm.  5°.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  mostly  smooth.  Large,  bright 
splash  centered  across  the  crown  and  into  AT.  Pronounced  rim 
break  at  the  base  of  the  obverse. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  December  1954. 


Sharply  Struck  St.  Patrick  Halfpenny 


2372  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  1-B.  EF-40.  119.3  grains. 

28.5mm.  30°.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Obverse  verdigris,  mainly 
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over  crown.  Faded  splash.  Very  sharply  struck,  with  almost  all 
harp  strings  separate.  Fully  reeded  edge. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  date 
unrecorded. 


2373  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  1-B.  F-12.  127.1  grains. 

29.2mm.  10°.  Medium  brown  surfaces,  somewhat  pitted.  Faded 
splash,  with  active  verdigris.  Reverse  die  failing,  bulge  above  the 
Saint's  right  shoulder. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  on 
June  20,  1955. 


2374  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  2-C.  VF-30.  130.7  grains. 

28.9mm.  10°.  Dark  brown,  fairly  attractive  surfaces.  Well  centered. 
Brass  splash  very  faint.  Obverse  die  sinking  behind  King  David. 
An  attractive  specimen. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 

The  obverse  strike  on  this  specimen  is  sharp  enough  to  let  us  see  that  King  David 
is  kneeling  on  a  cushion  which  has  tassles  at  its  four  corners.  The  floor  he  kneels  upon 
is  a  tesserated  one.  These  design  details  appear  exactly  on  the  1640  10  ducats  of  Nurem¬ 
berg,  referred  to  in  the  introduction  to  this  section  of  the  catalogue.  Clearly,  some  com¬ 
mon  prototype  was  responsible  for  the  motifs  on  the  Portugaloser  of  Nuremberg  and 
the  copper  halfpenny  of  Dublin. 


Rare  Halfpenny  Die  Combination 

Vlack  3-F 


2375  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  3-F.  F-15.  139.0  grains. 

27.9mm.  10°.  Dark  tan  surfaces,  mostly  smooth  and  glossy.  Splash 
full,  but  faded.  Rather  tight  at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  with  some 
letters  partially  off  flan. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 

This  combination  of  dies,  Vlack  obverse  3  and  reverse  F,  appears  to  be  somewhat 
rare  The  combination  was  not  listed  by  Robert  Vlack  in  his  1968  census  of  the  dies, 
nor  in  Walter  Breen's  brief  list  of  additions  published  in  April  of  that  year. 


2376  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  4-E.  F-15.  138.5  grains. 

28.2mm.  0°.  Dark  brown  surfaces.  Splash  present,  but  very  faint. 
Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2377  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  5-D.  VF-30.  130.7  grains. 

27.7mm.  5°.  Medium  golden  brown  surfaces,  with  some 
microscopic  porosity.  Full,  but  faded  brass  splash.  Edge  fully 
reeded. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2378  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  5-F.  F-15.  153.6  grains. 

28.0mm.  15°.  Mahogany  surfaces,  rather  rough.  Considerable  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  verdigris,  partially  cleaned  away. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 


2379  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  5-F.  G-4.  131.7  grains. 

27.9mm.  15°.  Medium  golden  brown  surfaces.  Obverse  heavily 
worn,  but  splash  bright  and  full. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1957. 
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St.  Patrick  Halfpenny 

Possible  New  Obverse 


2380  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  reverse  C.  F-12.  118.6  grains. 

28.4mm.  15°.  Golden  brown  surfaces,  with  only  microscopic 
porosity.  Somewhat  soft  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
Splash  faded.  Flan  cracked  at  the  obverse,  at  about  11:30.  Ap¬ 
parently  a  new  obverse  die,  whose  characteristics  are  as  follows: 
large  letters;  head  of  figure  on  harp  opposite  O,  breast  opposite 
L,  cincture  under  F;  punctuation  as  .-FLORE  AT  «REX;  fourth 
stop  very  close  to  last  peak  of  King  David's  crown.  Additionally, 
the  crown  is  topped  by  a  cross  on  the  uppermost  jewel  instead 
of  the  usually  seen  large  jewel  in  that  position.  Reverse  die  very 
recognizable,  break  from  top  of  listener's  head  through  ECC  to  rim. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  June  23,  1954. 


Duplicate  "New  Obverse"  Halfpenny 


2383  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  shilling.  EF-45.  99.5  grains.  25.5mm.  0°.  At¬ 

tractively  toned,  with  iridescent  blue  centers  and  a  darker  coin¬ 
silver  gray  periphery.  Slightly  off  center  but  without  affecting  any¬ 
thing  but  the  peripheral  denticulation  at  the  base  of  the  obverse. 
Obverse:  cincture  beneath  LO;  FLOREAT  :REX.  Reverse:  hand 
points  to  IE;  cross  points  to  EB;  lower  left  jewel  of  metropolitan 
cross  separate  from  its  shaft;  faint  die  score  lines  on  table  beneath 
QVI. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin,  May  23,  1963. 


2384.  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  shilling.  VF-30.  103.0  grains.  25.5mm.  0°.  At¬ 
tractive,  medium  silver-gray  toning.  Edge  cut  at  3:00  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Slightly  off  center,  but  without  affecting  anything  but  the 
denticles  at  the  base  of  the  obverse.  Die  duplicate  of  the  piece 
in  the  preceding  lot  which  was  also  similarly  off  center,  (doubt¬ 
less  that  was  a  result  of  the  die  set-up  in  the  run). 

Purchased  privately  from  Douglas  on  March  24,  1933. 

We  are  calling  the  pieces  traditionally  named  silver  "farthings"  shillings  on  the 
strength  of  the  clear  evidence  of  a  semi-official  coinage  scheme  that  these  pieces  pres¬ 
ent.  As  noted  in  the  introduction  to  this  section,  the  average  weight  of  the  four  silver 
shillings  contained  in  the  Norweb  Collection  is  about  six  grains  heavier  than  the  con¬ 
temporary  royal  shilling  strikes  of  Charles  II.  This  discrepancy  has  not  yet  been 
explained. 


2381  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  halfpenny.  Vlack  reverse  C.  VF-30.  126.1 

grains.  28.2mm.  10°.  Attractive  golden  brown  surfaces.  Microscop¬ 
ically  porous  and  somewhat  rough.  Splash  faded.  A  die  dupli¬ 
cate  to  the  piece  in  the  preceding  lot  and  from  the  same  appar¬ 
ently  new  obverse  die. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  on  May  23,  1963. 

The  obverse  die  described  in  this  and  the  preceding  lots  does  not  correspond  to 
any  described  earlier  by  Robert  Vlack  and  Walter  Breen  in  published  listings  of  known 
dies. 


Attractive  St.  Patrick  Shilling 


2385  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  shilling.  VF-30.  100.1  grains.  25.7mm.  350°. 
Light,  silver-gray  toning,  somewhat  darker  on  the  reverse.  Die 
duplicate  with  Lot  2382. 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  &  Son  on  August  24,  1960. 


2382  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  shilling.  AU-50,  with  lovely  and  authentic 

medium  gray  toning.  103.8  grains.  25.7mm.  355r.  Some  original 
lustre  still  remains.  The  silver  pieces  in  general  are  much  better 
struck  than  their  copper  cousins.  Obverse:  cincture  partially  un¬ 
der  O  and  nearly  touching;  first  jewel  of  imperial  crown  very  close 
to  bottom  right  foot  of  T;  FLOREAT  :REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points 
to  left  side  I;  cross  ends  under  bottom  serif  L;  T  punched  over 
first  mitral  cross;  E  created  from  F  punch  with  additional  bottom 
score  line;  die  score  lines  running  beneath  griffon,  snake's  head, 
and  Q;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS.  Fully  reeded  edge. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1954. 
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St.  Patrick  Guinea 

Struck  in  Gold 
A  Controversial  Specimen 


2386  (1672-75)  St.  Patrick  guinea.  EF-45.  125.1  grains.  22.9mm.  350°. 

Plain  Edge.  Reverse  triple  struck,  first  struck  with  the  reverse  die 
aligned  in  the  360°  position,  subsequently  reimpressed  twice  upon 
the  reverse,  with  the  die  alignment  as  noted  above.  The  famous, 
perplexing,  and  controversial  Norweb  Collection  specimen.  Ob¬ 
verse:  cincture  under  L;  FLOREAT  :REX:.  Reverse:  hand  points 
to  E;  cross  points  E;  QVIESCAT  PLEBS*  .  Struck  from  dies  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  appearing  on  the  gold  piece  offered  in  the  1976 
ANA  Convention  sale  (Lot  21),  which  weighed  184.4  grains. 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  b  Son  on  November  15,  1962. 

This  piece  presents  several  hurdles  to  the  technical  cataloguer,  none  of 
which  is  easily  overcome.  Because  of  the  potential  importance  of  the  piece, 
and  because  of  its  controversial  nature,  a  fairly  exhaustive  analysis  of  the 
coin  was  undertaken. 

The  Norweb  specimen  is  undoubtedly  from  the  same  dies  as  described 
by  Eric  P.  Newman  in  his  article  entitled  "A  Snake  Breeds  a  St.  Patrick 
Farthing"  in  The  Numismatist  (May,  1963),  pp.  619-622.  In  that  article,  Mr. 
Newman  described  several  silver  St.  Patrick  pieces  which  had  come  to  his 
attention  recently,  and  which  he  felt  were  forgeries.  He  described  seven 
points  which,  he  felt,  militated  against  the  acceptance  of  the  silver  pieces 
as  genuine  coins  of  the  1672-1675  period.  We  will  take  these  points  in  se¬ 
quence,  as  they  are  important  for  an  understanding  of  the  authenticity 
of  this  present  Norweb  specimen. 

1.  Mr.  Newman  felt  that  the  letter  shapes  of  the  pieces  he  examined  were 
unusual,  in  that  they  combined  both  thick  and  thin,  letters  in  the  same 
words  on  the  legends.  However,  a  quick  glance  through  the  St.  Patrick 
farthing  lots  offered  earlier  shows  that  the  die  cutters  creating  these  dies 
were  not  averse  to  combining  large  and  small,  or  thick  and  thin  letters 


within  the  same  words  on  the  same  dies.  Clearly,  whatever  punches  were 
at  hand  were  employed  first,  without  a  great  deal  of  care  for  the  niceties 
of  the  overall  aesthetics  of  the  piece. 

2.  Further,  Mr.  Newman  found  that  in  the  letters  of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  legends  as  many  as  two  or  three,  or  more,  different  punches  were 
used  to  create  the  same  basic  letter  (for  example,  he  found  four  different 
shaped  letter  Es  and  two  different  shaped  letter  Ss,  as  well  as  two  differ¬ 
ent  shaped  letter  Rs).  This  led  him  to  conclude  that  the  varieties  he  was 
examining  at  the  time  were  produced  from  dies  in  which  all  letters  were 
handcut  and  not  punched  using  prepared  puncheons.  His  conclusion  was 
that  this  was  abnormal.  In  fact,  it  would  be  more  abnormal  were  the  same 
letter  punch  employed  for  each  appearance  of  the  letter  created  in  the 
legends  of  these  pieces.  Again,  an  examination  of  the  farthings  in  the 
preceding  lots  shows  the  use  of  different  punches  to  create  the  same  let¬ 
ter  in  different  parts  of  the  same  coin,  either  obverse  or  reverse.  It  is  by 
no  means  abnormal  in  this  series  to  find  different  shaped  letters  on  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  same  coin. 

3.  A  characteristic  of  the  silver  pieces  in  question,  as  well  as  this  present 
gold  specimen,  is  unusual.  Within  the  crown  upon  which  King  David  gazes 
are  to  be  found  three  small  stops  which  resemble  the  jewels  placed  on 
the  arches  of  the  crown  above.  This  is  indeed  unusual,  has  not  been  seen 
on  any  of  the  other  farthing  specimens  in  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  at 
present  is  unique  to  both  this  piece  and  the  silver  pieces  questioned  earli¬ 
er  by  Mr.  Newman.  However,  a  stylistic  difference  is  not  in  itself  fatal  to 
the  authenticity  of  a  coin— it  is  only  an  observation  which  can  be  used 
to  strengthen  an  argument,  one  way  or  another. 

4.  Mr.  Newman  found  that  the  punctuation  of  the  silver  pieces  he  ques¬ 
tioned,  and  by  extension  of  this  gold  piece,  was  unknown  to  him  at  the 
time.  We  have  seen  from  the  descriptions  of  the  St.  Patrick  farthings 
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offered  above,  that  punctuation  styles  abound  on  the  coinage,  that  it  is 
not  enough  to  condemn  a  piece  as  a  forgery  based  upon  a  previously  un¬ 
recognized  punctuation  style.  Two  similar  punctuation  styles  may  be  found 
on  some  specimens  of  the  Norweb  St.  Patrick  farthings  above,  namely 
QVIESCAT:PLEBS  and  QVIESCAT  :PLEBS:.  That  the  punctuation  seen 
on  this  gold  specimen,  and  on  the  silver  pieces  examined  earlier  by  Mr. 
Newman,  has  no  identity  with  that  observed  on  copper  specimens  is  not 
sufficient  in  itself  as  evidence  one  way  or  the  other. 

5.  Mr.  Newman  noted  that  the  shape  of  the  bird  beneath  St.  Patrick's 
hand  on  the  reverse  of  this  piece  resembled  the  appearance  of  a  modern 
day  jet  aircraft  with  wings  swept  back.  This  characterization,  originated 
by  Mr.  Richard  Picker,  has  come  to  be  the  commonly  used  diagnostic  for 
a  forged  St.  Patrick  farthing,  whether  in  copper,  silver,  or  gold.  However, 
as  we  have  carefully  noted  in  our  earlier  descriptions,  the  bird  shape  that 
appears  on  Lots  2345,  2349,  2351,  and  2355  above  displays  an  almost  iden¬ 
tical  treatment  of  the  bird.  Additionally,  the  punctuation  style  used  on  all 
of  those  specimens  is  one  of  alternating  periods  and  colons,  rather  than 
stars  or  mullets.  In  fact,  in  the  Norweb  sample  of  the  coinage,  although 
admittedly  small,  such  a  bird  shape  appears  on  coins  punctuated  only 
with  a  combination  of  colons  and  periods,  and  would,  based  upon  this 
sample,  be  anomalous  had  it  appeared  on  a  coin  punctuated  in  any  other 
fashion.  Like  the  unusual  three  jewels  in  the  crown  which  Mr.  Newman 
found  disturbing,  the  shape  of  the  bird  on  this  piece,  and  on  the  silver 
pieces  he  had  studied,  as  it  is  identical  to  that  found  on  other,  certainly 
genuine  copper  farthings,  is  not  enough  in  itself  to  condemn  the  piece. 

6.  The  die  alignment,  namely  350°  noted  by  Mr.  Newman  on  the  two 
silver  pieces  that  he  had  examined,  is  not  suggestive  of  a  single  die  setup. 
As  can  be  seen  from  reading  the  above  descriptions,  the  intended  die  setup 
for  the  St.  Patrick  coinage  was  what  we  call  today  medal  turn,  in  which 
both  dies  are  oriented  on  a  north-south  alignment  in  relation  to  each  other. 

7.  The  most  telling  argument  against  the  certain  authenticity  of  this  piece 
is  the  absence  of  a  reeded  edge.  This  is  unexplainable  by  the  present  cata¬ 
loguer,  as  all  known  specimens  of  the  St.  Patrick  coinage  are  found  with 
reeded  edges,  including  the  gold  specimen  offered  in  the  1976  ANA  Con¬ 
vention  sale.  It  simply  seems  unusual  to  this  present  cataloguer  that  a  forg¬ 
er  intending  to  create  an  extreme  rarity  of  this  sort,  only  the  second  known 
specimen  in  gold  were  it  authentic,  would  have  taken  so  much  trouble 
to  create  dies  for  the  piece,  with  all  the  study  and  technical  care  employed 
in  their  creation,  only  to  overlook  the  one  most  obvious  fact  about  the  coin¬ 
age,  namely,  that  the  edges  of  all  pieces  known  are  reeded.  This  oversight, 
so  naively  telling  against  the  authenticity  of  the  piece,  may,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  taken  as  a  token  of  its  authenticity,  as  such  an  oversight,  if  that 
is  what  it  were,  is  only  to  be  explained  as  a  result  of  careless  inattention 
to  detail,  which  does  not  in  any  other  way  characterize  the  manufacture 
of  this  piece. 

Specific  gravity  testing  yields  a  figure  of  17.63,  a  reading  which  is  almost 
identical  to  that  from  a  coin  with  .917  gold,  .083  copper  content.  X-ray  spec- 
trographic  readings  taken  on  two  separate  points  of  the  obverse  yield  the 
following  figures:  gold:  94.4%,  silver:  4.7%,  copper:  0.89%  and  gold: 
95.06%,  silver:  4.07%,  copper:  0.89%.  While  the  fineness  suggested  by  the 
specific  gravity  test  is  almost  identical  to  that  of  a  sovereign  of  the  Victori¬ 
an  era,  whose  statutory  fineness  was  .9167  gold,  the  presence  of  the  high 
percentage  of  silver  and  correspondingly  low  percentage  of  copper  rules 
out  a  sovereign  of  that  type  as  the  planchet  "stock"  for  this  present  piece. 
Additionally,  at  a  weight  of  125.1  grains  (8.11  grams),  this  present  piece 
is  too  heavy  to  have  been  originally  a  Victorian  sovereign,  whose  statuto¬ 
ry  weight  was  7.98805  grams,  +/—  0.01296  grams.  Finally,  the  copper  con¬ 
tent  of  a  sovereign  of  the  Victorian  era,  by  statute,  was  only  .0833  parts 
per  thousand,  which,  in  connection  with  the  above  evidence,  effectively 
rules  out  the  overstriking  of  a  Victorian  sovereign  with  St.  Patrick  "type" 
dies.  The  discrepancy  between  the  specific  gravity  reading  and  the  x-ray 
spectrographic  test  results  is  perplexing,  but  can  be  explained,  perhaps, 
by  surface  enrichment  of  the  piece  through  the  molecular  migration  of  gold 
and  silver  metals  within  it,  over  time. 


Another  possibility,  based  upon  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the  piece, 
is  that  the  St.  Patrick  "guinea"  in  question  was  struck  over  an  English 
guinea  of  the  period  1670-1817.  The  fact  that  the  guinea  of  that  period  was 
alloyed  with  both  silver  and  copper  substantiates  this  possibility  further. 
However,  the  diameter  of  this  present  piece,  22.9  mm,  is  nearly  two  mil¬ 
limeters  smaller  than  the  standard  size  of  the  guinea  of  the  period  1670-1817. 
It  seems  unlikely  that  this  piece  was  struck  on  a  guinea  flan  of  the  refer¬ 
enced  period,  as  a  reduction  in  diameter  of  nearly  two  millimeters  would 
require  a  greater  weight  reduction  than  the  approximately  0.3  grams  weight 
difference  between  this  piece  and  the  standard  weight  of  the  guinea  of 
the  period. 

If  we  are  to  conclude  that  this  piece  is  indeed  a  counterfeit,  then  the 
following  scenario  must  be  assumed.  In  order  to  create  the  exceptionally 
rare  gold  St.  Patrick  farthing,  whose  rarity  the  counterfeiter  must  have  been 
aware  of  as  he  created  silver  pieces  of  known  rarity  to  him,  some  planchet 
stock  must  have  been  selected  upon  which  to  strike  the  gold  St.  Patrick 
guinea.  An  obvious  and  inexpensive  choice  would  have  been  simply  to 
cut  down  a  Victorian  sovereign,  file  away  the  surfaces,  and  overstrike  upon 
the  ready-made  planchet.  However,  that  this  was  not  the  case  is  proven 
by  the  differences  in  x-ray  spectrographic  test  results,  as  well  as  the  much 
higher  weight  of  this  piece  than  a  Victorian  sovereign.  If  such  an  easy  ex¬ 
pedient  were  not  employed,  then  the  forger  could  have  selected  from  any 
of  the  other  readily  obtainable  (in  the  1960s,  in  the  counterfeit  scenario) 
European  or  American  gold  coins  then  in  circulation.  However,  the  specific 
gravity  results  and  the  x-ray  spectrographic  test  results  show  that  this  was 
not  the  case,  either.  The  closest  correlation  between  the  weight,  fineness, 
and  metallic  content  of  this  piece  that  we  have  yet  found  is  that  of  a  guinea 
of  the  period  1670-1817.  However,  even  this  correlation  breaks  down,  as 
this  present  piece  is  some  two  millimeters  smaller  than  a  guinea  of  that 
period,  and  as  we  have  said  above,  reducing  the  diameter  of  a  guinea  of 
that  period  would  have  resulted  in  a  greater  weight  reduction  than  is  seen 
when  the  weight  of  this  piece  is  compared  to  the  observed  weights  of 
guineas  of  the  1670-1817  period.  Therefore,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
counterfeiter  selected  as  metallic  stock  for  this  piece  either  a  gold  coin  of 
sufficient  rarity  as  not  to  have  come  under  our  purview  during  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  this  piece,  or  else  he  created  his  own  stock  from  melting  jewel¬ 
er's  gold  to  hand,  including  various  trace  elements  to  confuse  later  tech¬ 
nical  analysis.  Had  he  gone  to  such  trouble,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  why 
he  would  have  overlooked  the  simple  fact  that  all  known  specimens  bear 
reeded  edges.  By  failing  to  reed  the  edge  of  this  piece,  he  immediately 
drew  attention  to  the  controversial  nature  of  the  piece. 

Additionally,  in  the  early  1960s  the  commonly  accepted  date  for  the  strik¬ 
ing  of  authentic  pieces  was  circa  1650.  It  is  instructive  to  note  that  the  weight 
of  a  standard  British  guinea  was  131  grains  prior  to  1670,  and  that  its  weight 
was  reduced  after  1670  to  129-130  grains.  Assuming  the  counterfeiter  in¬ 
tended  this  piece  to  stand  scrutiny  as  a  St.  Patrick  "guinea,"  surely  given 
the  time  of  the  putative  manufacture  of  this  piece,  he  would  have  chosen 
to  use  a  flan  of  a  heavier  weight  than  it  seems  that  he  did. 

We  must  reiterate  again  that  this  piece  is  controversial.  Because  of  that 
fact,  it  is  being  offered  AS  IS,  and  not  subject  to  return,  for  any  reason 
whatsoever.  However,  in  this  present  writer's  opinion,  Eric  Newman's  ar¬ 
guments  against  the  authenticity  of  the  silver  strikes  from  these  dies,  and 
by  extension,  against  the  authenticity  of  this  present  gold  specimen,  are 
not  sufficient  in  themselves  to  condemn  either  the  silver  or  this  present 
gold  specimen.  The  triple  striking  on  the  reverse  of  this  piece  is  anoma¬ 
lous  to  silver  specimens  studied  earlier  by  Mr.  Newman,  and  suggest  that 
the  dies  were  free  to  rotate,  rather  than  being  fixed.  This  is  not  a  charac¬ 
teristic  of  modern  minting  practices,  but  rather  of  older  ones.  It  is  further 
significant  to  note  that  both  the  firm  of  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd.,  and  the  Nor¬ 
web  family  considered  the  piece  to  be  genuine. 

Whatever  the  final  truth  about  this  present  specimen  may  be,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  perplexing  and  controversial  one.  It  is  offered  here  as  it  was  origi¬ 
nally  an  integral  part  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  is  of  high  numismatic  in¬ 
terest,  and  will  certainly  be  the  subject  of  further  research  by  its  new  owner. 


Rosa  Americana  Coinage 


By  royal  patent  dated  July  12,  1722  one  William  Wood  of 
Wolverhampton  was  empowered  to  strike  and  circulate  coins 
for  the  crown's  colonies  in  America.  While  not  the  first  Brit¬ 
ish  coins  authorized  for  circulation  in  the  crown's  American 
dependencies  (that  honor  belongs  to  James  Holt's  earlier 
American  Plantations  tokens).  Wood's  Rosa  Americana  is¬ 
sue  is  the  first  struck  in  England  to  actually  bear  the  name 
of  our  country,  America,  in  the  design.  Wood's  coinage  was 


limited  to  no  more  than  300  tons  in  total,  with  200  tons  al¬ 
lowed  in  the  first  four  years  and  10  tons  maximum  in  each 
succeeding  year.  The  patent  was  to  run  for  14  years.  In  re¬ 
turn  for  the  patent,  Wood  paid  100  pounds  to  the  crown  and 
200  pounds  to  the  Clerk  Comptroller.  As  Wood  received  his 
patent  for  the  American  colonial  coinage  less  than  a  month 
after  his  patent  for  the  Irish  Hibernia  issue,  the  two  patents 
were  most  likely  considered  parts  of  the  same  transaction 
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bv  the  crown  officers.  William  Wood  died  in  1730,  and  with 
him,  the  patent. 

Coins  were  to  be  struck  at  a  rate  of  30  twopences,  60  pen¬ 
nies,  or  120  halfpennies  to  the  pound  of  metal.  At  a  coining 
rate  of  60  pence  to  the  pound,  the  average  weight  of  115.6 
grains  to  the  penny  resulted  in  a  coinage  that  weighed  less 
than  half  that  of  the  regular  Tower  coinage.  The  low  weight 
and  brassy  appearance  of  the  issue  made  it  unpopular  in 
the  colonies.  The  alloy  chosen  by  Wood,  called  Bath  metal, 
was  apparently  an  invention  of  his  and  contained  75%  cop¬ 
per,  a  trace  of  silver,  and  the  balance  zinc.  As  Wood  owned 
and  exploited  copper  and  iron  mines  in  the  West  Country, 
it  may  be  supposed  that  his  own  ore  went  into  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  his  coins.  The  design  on  the  obverse,  that  of  the  roy¬ 
al  bust,  is  very  close  to  Croker's  work  on  the  regal  coinage, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  dies  were  cut  in  the  Royal 
Mint  and  furnished  to  Wood  for  his  use.  Coining  operations 
were  conducted  in  Wood's  establishment  in  London  and  in 
Bristol. 

The  Rosa  Americana  coinage  has  long  proved  perplexing 
and  difficult  to  approach  for  collectors,  even  those  of  sophisti¬ 
cated  experience.  Pattern  issues  abound,  off-metal  strikes  are 
more  common  than  ordinarily  supposed,  and  while  the  coin¬ 
age  is  limited  to  a  short  span  of  some  eight  active  years,  there 
are  pieces  ordinarily  catalogued  as  being  pre-patent  (com¬ 
monly  dated  1717-1722),  and  Post-patent  (1733).  Neither  the 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  nor  Don  Taxay's  indispens¬ 
able  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  do  much  to  clear 
up  the  confusion  among  patterns,  regular  strikes,  off-metal 
strikes,  die  trials,  and  so  on.  Given  the  very  complexity  of 
the  coinage,  it  is  probably  impossible  to  ever  present  the  is¬ 
sues  in  a  simple,  straightforward  fashion.  The  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  coinage,  of  all  the  coinages  commonly  called  "coloni¬ 
al,"  is  the  most  difficult  to  approach  or  master.  Consequently, 
many  opportunities  arise  for  the  sophisticated  student  of  the 
series,,  as  in  numismatics  knowledge  is  the  true  key  to  suc¬ 
cess,  whether  it  be  collecting  or  enterprise. 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Rosa  Americana  coins  is  one  of 
the  finest  ever  to  be  offered  at  auction  sale,  rivaling  and  in 
some  cases  surpassing  even  the  Garrett  Collection.  A  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  pre-patent  pieces  will  be  found  below,  along 
with  specimens  of  the  undated  twopence  broad  struck  with¬ 
out  a  collar.  A  large  representative  selection  of  many  of  the 
dies  employed  on  the  1722  and  1723  dated  coinage  will  be 
found,  along  with  patterns  of  the  1724  twopence,  1724/3  pen¬ 
nies,  and  the  lovely  1733  post-patent  twopence.  The  60  lots 
of  Rosa  Americana  coinage  to  follow  will  long  stand  as  a 
reference  selection  of  the  coinage. 

As  the  catalogue  numbering  system  created  by  Philip  Nel¬ 
son  conflated  patterns,  off-metal  strikes,  and  regular  issues 
under  the  same  number,  we  have  abandoned  that  cumber¬ 
some  numbering  scheme.  The  noted  numismatist  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.,  has  been  working  for  years  on  a  monograph  on 
William  Wood  and  the  Rosa  Americana  coinage.  We  wish 
him  both  the  best  of  luck  and  a  speedy  delivery  from  his 
self-imposed  labors.  Pieces  struck  in  Bath  metal  are  hereby 
referred  to  simply  as  "Bath." 


Undated  Pre-Patent  Halfpenny 

One  of  Three  Known 
The  Crosby  Plate  Coin 


2387  Undated  Pre-Patent  halfpenny.  Crosby-III,  13.  Rarity-8,  one  of 
three  known.  EF-45,  corrosion  spot  at  8:00  on  the  reverse  rim. 
71.8  grains.  21.7mm.  355°.  Plain  edge,  collared.  Reverse  slightly 
off  center  to  the  lower  left,  but  all  letters  present  on  flan.  Obverse: 
bust  right  of  George  I;  GEORGIVS  •  REX  .  Reverse:  denomina¬ 
tion  crowned;  •DAT»PACEM«ET»AUGET*OPES».  The  Crosby 
plate  coin,  also  the  plate  coin  used  for  the  18th  edition  of  The 
Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins.  Those  known  include: 

1 .  Norweb  Specimen,  ex  Mehl,  earlier  ex  Parmelee,  Brock- 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

2  .  Taxay  plate  coin. 

3.  Roper:  74,  ex  Lyman  Allyn  Museum. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  9,  1953. 

The  types  and  legends  found  on  this  piece  bear  no  relation  to  those  appearing  later 
on  the  Rosa  Americana  coinage.  At  a  weight  of  71.8  grains,  this  piece  is  more  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  contemporary  George  I  farthing  than  a  halfpenny,  as  it  is  only  50%  of  the 
expected  weight  of  the  denomination  it  proclaims  itself  to  be.  Since  it  is  known  that 
the  Rosa  Americana  issue  was  considerably  underweight,  when  compared  with  that 
of  contemporary  royal  strikes,  this  discrepency  between  stated  denomination  and  ob¬ 
served  weight  may  serve  to  link  this  piece  with  the  Wood's  issue  for  America.  Other 
than  that,  there  is  nothing  in  particular  that  necessarily  links  this  piece,  or  really,  for 
that  matter,  any  of  the  "Pre-patent"  issues,  to  Wood's  Rosa  Americana  series. 


Rare  Undated  Pre-Patent  Penny 

Variety  With  Branches  On  the  Reverse 


2388  Undated  Pre-patent  penny.  Branches  besidt  reverse  numeral. 
Crosby  type  of  III-12.  Rarity- 7.  EF-45.  88.5  grains.  25.9mm.  350  . 
Dark  golden  brown,  brassy  looking  alloy.  Obverse:  laureate  bust 
right  of  George  I  GEORGIVS*D:G:M:BRI:FRA:ET*IB:REX*  .  Re¬ 
verse:  crowned  1,  branches  flanking  «BRVN  ET»LVN:DVX«SA: 
ROM:MI:ARC-THE:ET.PR:ELE(  We  have  been  able  to  trace 
the  following  specimens. 


-  232  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Rosa  Americana  Coinage 


1.  Norweb. 

2.  Brand  II:  946. 

3.  Brand  II:  947. 

4.  Garrett:  1238.  The  finest  auctioned. 

5.  F.C.C.  Boyd  Collection. 

6 .  Roper:  73. 

7.  Stack's/Briesland. 

8.  Lauder:  134. 

9.  Crosby  III,  12  reverse. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  11,  1937. 

Struck  using  the  same  obverse  die  as  utilized  in  combination  with  the  No  Branches 
reverse  type.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the  only  Pre-patent  issue  bearing  Ge¬ 
orge  I's  German  titulature  on  the  reverse.  Additionally,  we  note  that  all  Rosa  America¬ 
na  coins  omit  the  standard  title  Fidei  Defensor  (Defender  of  the  Faith),  while  the  Brit¬ 
ish  regular  issues  all  bear  F.D.  in  the  monarch's  titulature.  Additionally,  the  Hannoverian 
monarchs  did  not  usually  employ  their  German  titles  on  issues  struck  in  copper  or 
bronze  for  circulation  in  their  British  kingdom.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  possible  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  this  piece  may  not  properly  belong  in  the  Rosa  Americana  series  at  all.  Per¬ 
haps,  it  was  a  pattern  proposal  for  another  purpose  altogether. 


Undated  Pre-Patent  Penny 

Without  Branches  on  the  Reverse 
The  Crosby-Parmelee  Coin 


2389  Undated  Pre-patent  penny.  Crosby  III,  11  (reverse).  Rarity-8,  two 
traced.  VF-20.  94.4  grains.  26.1mm.  10°.  Dark,  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  hint  of  original  coloring  remaining  in  the  obverse 
legend.  Three  or  four  minor  planchet  flaws  around  the  reverse 
periphery.  Obverse:  from  the  same  die  as  the  preceding,  With 
Branches  specimen.  Reverse:  crowned  1  •DAT»PACEM»ET* 
NOUAS»PREBET*ET»AUGET»OPES  .  Apparently  struck  in 
bronze. 

The  specimen  that  appeared  as  Brand:  945  was  there  misat- 
tributed  as  the  Crosby-Parmelee  coin.  Crosby  III,  11  and  12  are 
two  reverses,  with  one  obverse.  As  the  obverse  die  for  the 
Branches  on  Reverse  variety  is  the  same  as  used  for  this  variety, 
Crosby  probably  used  an  obverse  from  the  more  "common"  With 
Branches  variety  as  the  obverse  to  picture  with  this  present  re¬ 
verse.  The  Taxay  plate  coin  is  of  the  Norweb  reverse,  the  Brand 
obverse,  as  was  the  plate  coin  in  the  18th  edition  of  The  Standard 
Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins.  Crosby,  The  Standard  Catalogue, 
and  Taxay  all  picture  a  different  obverse  than  this  specimen.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  this  is  where  the  confusion  arose,  leading  to  the  mis- 
attribution  in  the  Brand:  945  catalogue  description.  A  close  com¬ 
parison  of  the  reverse  of  this  piece  with  the  reverse  pictured  in 
Crosby  points  indisputably  to  the  Norweb  coin  being  the  Crosby- 
Parmelee  piece. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  June 
1,  1958. 

The  reverse  legend  on  this  piece  is  very  close  to  that  which  appears  on  the  Pre¬ 
patent  halfpenny  catalogued  above  (2387),  as  is  the  treatment  of  the  denomination. 
Clearly,  both  the  halfpenny  offered  earlier  and  this  piece  were  parts  of  a  pattern  pro¬ 
posal.  The  variety  With  Branches  beside  the  reverse  numeral  is,  therefore,  rendered 
even  more  anomalous  than  its  Hannoverian  titulature  makes  it. 


1717  Pre-Patent  Twopence 

First  Auction  Appearance  in  Over  a  Century 
The  Crosby  Plate  Coin 


2390  1717  Pre-patent  twopence.  Crosby  III,  10.  Brassy  alloy.  Rarity-8, 

the  finest  of  two  known.  MS-60.  107.1  grains.  27.7mm.  170°.  Plain, 
collared  edge.  Obverse:  laureate,  draped  and  quirassed  bust  right 
of  George  I  GEORGIVS»D:G  M:B:FR:ET«H:REX.  .  Reverse: 
crowned  denomination  within  an  inner  circle,  1717»MAG* 
BRIT*FRA*ET»HIBER*REX:*  .  Old  nick  in  right  reverse  field. 
(Note:  the  punctuation  style  is  actually  by  molets,  which  have 
been  here  rendered  as  period  stops.)  First  auction  appearance  in 
over  a  century.  The  finest  of  two  known,  the  other  being  the  speci¬ 
men  presently  owned  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  From  the  care  with  which 
this  piece  was  struck,  and  the  very  sharp  definition  of  the  detail 
along  with  the  nicely  smooth  surfaces,  this  is  quite  possibly  an 
18th-century  Proof. 

Ex  Crosby-Parmelee  (1890),  Brock-University  of  Pennsylvania-B.  Max 
Mehl-Norweb  (January  9,  1953). 

George  I  titulature  is,  for  some  unexplainable  reason,  repeated  twice  on  this  piece, 
once  heavily  abbreviated  on  the  obverse,  the  second  time  with  greater  expansion  of 
the  titles  on  the  reverse.  It  is  possible  that  this  piece  represents  a  muling  of  two  other¬ 
wise  unrelated  dies,  to  create  a  proposal  which  would  fit,  by  its  types,  into  the  pattern 
of  the  undated  Pre-patent  halfpenny  and  penny  offered  above  in  lots  2387  and  2389. 
It  is,  to  say  the  least,  unusual  for  a  British  pattern  to  repeat  the  reigning  monarchs 
titles  on  both  the  obverse  and  the  reverse 
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(1722)  Pattern  Twopence 

The  Double  Struck  Piefort  Specimen 


2391  (1722)  Pattern  twopence.  Bath.  Rarity-7  for  dies,  Rarity-8  for  metal. 
AU-50.  194.4  grains.  34.1mm.  205°.  Edge  trimmed,  as  usual.  Yel¬ 
low  brown  surfaces,  darker  area  at  right  obverse  and  reverse  rims. 
Difficult  to  grade  due  to  the  overstriking,  but  technical  grade  prob¬ 
ably  higher  than  awarded  here;  appearance  of  VF-35.  Double 
struck,  planchet  rotated  right  35°  after  the  first  striking.  Struck 
from  the  same  dies  as  Garrett:  1248,  the  "Iron  Rosa/  same  dies 
as  Lot  2392,  to  follow,  same  reverse  as  Lot  2393,  below.  Obverse: 
short,  broad  bust,  top  leaf  of  wreath  points  to  lowest  period  in 
the  colon  following  MAG:BRI;  next  lowest  leaf  points  to  base  of 
G  in  MAG;  small  die  scratch  from  base  of  descender  of  R  in  BRI, 
slanting  diagonally  left  and  down;  small  die  scratch  near  point 
of  bust  reaching  into  field  below,  traveling  diagonally  left  down¬ 
wards.  Reverse:  large  letters;  distance  «ROSA»  11.5/6mm;  first  R 
double  cut  on  the  left  side;  lowest  fleur  double  punched  at  low¬ 
er  left;  small  extra  outline  of  petal  under  I  of  AMERICANA;  top 
two  fleur  point  to  left  bases  of  A  in  ROSA  and  left  base  second 
A  in  AMERICANA.  This  struck  before  the  dies  clashed.  Known 
from  these  dies  are: 

1 .  This  specimen  (Bath). 

2  .  Norweb  Lot  2392  (copper),  below. 

3.  Garrett:  1248  (Bath). 

4.  British  Museum  (copper). 

5.  Taxay  plate:  C-57  (copper). 

6.  Ford  Collection,  ex  Nelson,  Ryder.  121  grains  (copper). 

7.  Lauder:  135.  219.07  grains.  Copper. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1963;  earlier,  ex  Wayte  Raymond. 

Don  Taxay's  listings  C-57  through  C-60  fail  to  note  the  dies  used,  and  is  not  helpful 
as  it  is  based  primarily  upon  the  metal  type  used.  Different  dies  have  been  conflated, 
and  in  some  cases,  the  weights  are  incorrect. 


(1722)  Pattern  Twopence 

Struck  in  Copper 


2392  (1722)  Pattern  twopence.  Copper.  Rarity-7  for  dies,  Rarity-7+  for 

metal.  VF-20.  153.2  grains.  32.2mm.  10°.  Plain  edge,  not  collared. 
Dark  brown,  somewhat  glossy.  Struck  on  a  copper  flan  of  half¬ 
penny  weight  range  (144-160  grains).  Struck  after  the  dies  had 
clashed,  distinct  swelling  behind  George's  head.  Slightly  double 
struck,  but  all  letters  and  design  details  clear.  Struck  from  the 
same  dies  as  the  preceding,  but  with  a  very  different  die  align¬ 
ment.  Know  in  copper  are: 


1 .  Norweb.  153.2  grains. 

2 .  Ford  Collection.  121  grains. 

3.  British  Museum.  130.5  grains  (?). 

4 .  Lauder:  135.  219.07  grains. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  21,  1937. 

In  Don  Taxay's  listing,  his  C-59  (the  Boyd-Ford  coin)  is  incorrectly  listed  as  being 
on  a  penny  flan. 


(1722)  Pattern  Twopence 

Rarity-8,  One  of  Two  Known 
Struck  From  the  "Finer  Dies" 


2393  (1722)  Pattern  twopence.  Bath.  Rarity-8,  one  of  two  known.  EF-45. 

214.8  grains.  32.5mm.  0°.  Dark  brown  with  some  golden  high¬ 
lights.  Struck  slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  creating  a  pro¬ 
nounced  raised  "lip"  from  3:00-10:00.  This  type  called  the  "finer 
dies"  in  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  (18th  edition), 
and  in  Taxay,  but  the  reverse  die  is  the  same  as  seen  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  two  Norweb  specimens,  and  on  Garrett:  1248.  New  obverse, 
very  much  like  the  adopted  design  (see  the  next  lot),  and  from 
the  same  punches  and  hub,  save  that  this  die  lacks  the  period 
following  REX.  Obverse  die  characteristics:  longer,  better  defined 
bust  of  George  I;  wreath  ends  in  one  leaf  pointing  to  the  left  side 
of  the  second  G,  not  in  two;  second  curl  from  bottom  ends  un¬ 
der  G  (different  from  the  regular  issue).  Pronounced  die  swell¬ 
ing  under  the  truncation  and  across  the  center  of  the  reverse.  Re¬ 
verse  die  was  not  horizontally  aligned,  accounting  for  the 
imperfect  striking  at  11:00-2:00.  Edge  not  trimmed,  but  probably 
not  collared.  This  obverse  does  not  appear  on  the  regular  coin¬ 
age.  Only  one  other  known,  the  specimen  in  the  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.  Collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neio  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1954. 


2394  (1722)  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-55.  237.7  grains. 

32.2mm.  275°.  Tooled  to  enhance  the  appearance.  GEORGIVS  va¬ 
riety,  period  after  REX.  Pleasing  golden  brown  with  considera¬ 
ble  original  lustre  remaining  around  the  obverse  and  reverse 
peripheries.  Obverse  double  struck,  but  all  letters  and  design  de¬ 
tails  bold. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 
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2395  (1722)  Twopence.  Bath.  Regular  issue,  as  the  preceding.  F-12.  246.5 
grains.  32.6mm.  250°.  Dark  brown.  Heavily  cleaned  to  remove  en¬ 
crustation.  A  deceptive  piece:  the  reverse  shows  only  the  upper 
right  scroll  end  above  DULCI,  and  looks  much  like  a  die  break, 
giving  this  the  appearance  of  a  pattern  twopence  without  scroll. 
Purchased  as  a  pattern  by  Mrs.  Norweb  in  1955! 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 


1722  Pattern  Halfpenny 

Possibly  Unique 


2396  1722  Pattern  halfpenny.  Bath.  Rarity-9,  the  only  specimen  traced. 

F-12.  67.7  grains.  21.5mm.  0°.  Dark,  with  numerous  scratches.  Ob¬ 
verse  from  the  same  die  as  Garrett:  1233,  Roper:  87,  and  Lauder: 
138.  Reverse  different,  punctuated  as  1722«ROSA:AMERI: 
VTILE*DVLCI*  .  The  reverse  used  on  the  Garrett,  Roper,  and 
Lauder  coins  lacked  the  colon  after  ROSA,  having  a  stop  in  its 
place,  instead.  Technically,  the  colon  on  this  piece  is  incorrect, 
as  ROSA  is  not  an  abbreviation.  It  is  possible  that  the  lower  peri¬ 
od  of  the  colon  was  removed  from  the  die  as  being  incorrect,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  few  run  off  prior  to  the  change.  We  have  traced 
no  other  specimen  with  this  particular  reverse  punctuation. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  in 
1956. 


Exceptional  1722  Pattern  Halfpenny 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2398  1722  Pattern  halfpenny.  Bath.  MS-60,  among  the  finest  known. 

Exceptional  lustre  and  color,  giving  the  appearance  of  having  been 
gilt.  59.7  grains.  21.3mm.  195°.  Rare  variety.  Obverse:  GEORG¬ 
IUS  *D  :  G  :  REX.  .  Reverse:  »ROSA«AMERI:UTILE.DULCI. 
1722.  Reverse  double  struck.  Reverse  Anglicized  U's  punched 
over  Latinate  V's.  Nicer  than  either  Garrett:  1234  or  Roper:  88. 
Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


Second  1722  Pattern  Halfpenny 

Struck  on  a  Wide  Flan 


2399  1722  Pattern  halfpenny.  Bath.  AU-55,  sharply  struck  on  a  wide 

planchet.  64.4  grains.  21.8mm.  150°.  Struck  slightly  off  center  on 
the  obverse,  more  so  on  the  reverse,  but  without  affecting  any 
of  the  letters  or  design  details  on  either  side.  Struck  from  the  same 
dies  as  the  preceding.  A  network  of  fine  lines,  resembling  cool¬ 
ing  or  drying  cracks,  visible  under  magnification  over  both  sur¬ 
faces.  Wider  flan  than  usually  seen,  a  full  half  millimeter  wider 
than  the  preceding  specimen. 

Purchased  privately  in  1960,  vendor  unrecorded. 


1722  Pattern  Halfpenny 

Usual  Reverse  Punctuation 


2397  1722  Pattern  halfpenny.  Bath.  Rarity-7.  EF-40.  73.8  grains.  21.8mm. 

180°.  Dark,  slightly  off  center  and  weakly  struck  on  the  right  ob¬ 
verse  periphery.  From  the  same  obverse  die  as  the  preceding,  and 
the  same  reverse  as  Garrett:  1233,  Roper:  87,  and  Lauder:  138, 
with  the  colon  following  ROSA  corrected  to  a  stop.  Among  oth¬ 
er  specimens  traced,  besides  the  three  already  enumerated,  we 
note  another  in  the  Ford  Collection  and  one  offered  in  NASCA's 
sale  of  November  1987,  Lot  209,  one  of  the  finest  known. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2400  1722  Halfpenny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  F-15.  58.4  grains.  21.7mm. 
185°.  Dark,  with  some  old  nicks. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2401  1722  Halfpenny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50.  72.4  grains.  21.5mm 

160°.  Some  golden  yellow  lustre  remaining,  primarily  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Same  punctuation  style  as  the  preceding,  but  from  differ 
ent  dies. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 
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2402  1722  Halfpenny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  VF-35,  dark  brown.  Plan- 
chet  flaw  below  bust.  66.9  grains.  22.6mm.  170°.  Same  punctua¬ 
tion  as  the  preceding,  from  different  dies. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  date 
unrecorded. 


Unique  1722  Penny  Variety 


Obliquely  Reeded  Edge 
Contemporary  Proof 


2403  1722  Penny.  Bath.  Unique.  AU-50.  Obliquely  reeded  edge.  111.7 

grains.  27.2mm.  170°.  Contemporary  Proof.  Rich,  deep  golden 
brown.  Struck  on  a  wider  flan  than  usual,  with  a  broad  addi¬ 
tional  border  beyond  the  denticles.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends, 
single  rosette  in  the  reverse  legend,  period  after  REX.  Edge 
obliquely  reeded  after  striking  mechanically  and  not  by  hand, 
doubtless  for  presentation  purposes.  This  is  the  Mickley-Bushnell 
specimen;  the  fourth  Proof  coin  enumerated  in  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins.  Both  surfaces 
microscopically  porous. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955; 
earlier,  ex  Mickley  (1879),  Bushnell  (1882):  201. 

We  refer  the  interested  reader  to  Walter  Breen's  above  referenced  work  for  a  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  features  that  characterize  an  18th-century  English  Proof  coin.  Suffice 
it  to  note  here  that  the  sharpness  of  strike,  glossy  and  reflective  appearance  of  the 
surfaces,  and  the  wider  than  expected  border  on  this  piece  are  among  those  charac¬ 
teristics  described  by  Walter  Breen. 

The  purpose  for  the  oblique  edge  reeding  is  unexplained  and  probably  will  remain 
so  The  regular  Rosa  Americana  coinage  was  struck  hot,  probably  in  a  drop  press,  with¬ 
out  a  collar  The  flans  tended  to  spread  under  the  striking  pressure,  creating  burrs, 
which  were  subsequently  filed  away,  leaving  the  horizontal  striations  on  the  edges 
of  the  issue  which  are  characteristic  of  it.  This  piece  appears  to  have  been  struck  in 
,i  similar  fashion,  but  after  striking  was  run  through  an  edging  machine  which  im¬ 
parted  the  oblique  "reeding"  that  we  see  now. 


Exceptional  1722  Penny 

Unusually  High  Quality 
Possible  Presentation  Piece 


2404  1722  Penny.  Bath.  AU-50,  sharply  struck.  Partially  reflective  sur¬ 

faces.  125.0  grains.  26.8mm.  170°.  Attractive,  bright  golden  brown 
obverse,  deeper  olive  brown  reverse.  Variety  with  Anglicized  U 
in  the  obverse,  Latinate  V's  in  the  reverse  legend.  Obverse  dou¬ 
ble  struck,  a  common  occurrence  in  the  issue.  Edge  filed  verti¬ 
cally  to  remove  burrs  after  striking,  giving  the  appearance  of  shal¬ 
low  reeding;  this  is  unusual.  Regular  issue,  but  struck  on  a  wider 
than  usually  seen  flan.  Possible  presentation  piece.  Garrett:  1240 
was  struck  on  a  similiarly  wide  flan,  but  with  Proof  surfaces.  This 
example  has  surfaces  that  are  much  more  highly  reflective  than 
usually  seen  on  the  Rosa  Americana  series,  leading  us  to  con¬ 
clude  that  it  may  have  been  struck  specially,  for  other  than  circu¬ 
lation  purposes. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


Pattern  1722  Penny 


2405  1722  Pattern  penny.  Bath.  AU-50,  sharply  struck.  Dark  brown  ob¬ 

verse,  lighter  golden  brown  reverse.  Reverse  exceptionally  sharp. 
150.7  grains.  27.8mm.  180°.  Struck  on  a  wide  flan.  Anglicized  U 
obverse,  Latinate  V's  reverse.  Two  rosettes  in  reverse  legend.  Medi¬ 
um  hair  ribbons.  Pattern  issue:  seeds  in  rose  smaller  and  finer 
than  on  the  regular  issue  (see  the  following  six  lots  for  the  usual 
appearance  of  the  seeds  in  the  rose). 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1956. 

As  we  noted  in  our  introduction  to  the  Rosa  Americana  series  offered  here,  pattern 
issues  are  more  numerous  in  the  Rosa  Americana  coinage  than  in  any  other  colonial 
era  coinage  struck  in  or  for  the  American  colonies.  In  the  Rosa  Americana  series,  dis¬ 
tinguishing  patterns  from  regular  issue  strikes  are  extremely  complex  and,  in  some 
cases,  problematical.  To  take  the  present  coin  as  an  example,  with  the  exception  of 
the  different  arrangement  of  the  seeds  in  the  center  of  the  rose  on  the  reverse,  there 
is  nothing  else  that  proclaims  this  piece  to  be  a  pattern,  neither  its  metallic  composi¬ 
tion,  punctuation  or  letter  styles,  size,  etc.  In  the  Rosa  Americana  series  what  makes 
a  specimen  a  putative  pattern  is  as  much  the  infrequency  of  its  appearance  as  the  sub¬ 
tleties  of  the  distinctions  in  its  design,  when  compared  to  others  of  the  same  date  and 
denomination.  This  has  made  collecting  the  series  exceptionally  difficult  for  afician- 
dos  of  colonial  era  coins.  In  fact,  the  series  is  largely  unappreciated  today,  whereas 
50  to  75  years  ago  it  was  one  of  the  premiere  collecting  areas  in  colonial  American 
numismatics.  Neither  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  or  Taxay's  Catalogue  and  Et i- 
cyclopedia  ofU.S.  Coins  is  a  helpful  guide  to  the  series,  although  the  latter  does  include 
considerably  more  information,  types,  and  a  large  listing  of  known  patterns,  than  is 
to  be  found  in  the  popularly  named  Red  Book.  No  really  exhaustive  study  of  the  coin¬ 
age  has  yet  been  completed,  although  several  such  are  in  the  preliminary  stages  to¬ 
day.  The  present  writer  hopes  to  complete  his  own  study  of  the  coinage  as  part  of 
a  handbook  of  United  States  colonial  era  coins  presently  in  the  final  research  stages. 
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2406  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  deep  golden  brown.  140.1 
grains.  27.3mm.  195°.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends,  period  af¬ 
ter  REX,  two  rosettes  in  the  reverse  legends.  Vertically  filed  edge. 
Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1955. 


2407  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45.  134.2  grains.  26.8mm.  175°. 

Ragged  edges.  Reverse  faintly  double  struck.  Some  reverse  lus¬ 
tre  still  remains.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends,  period  after  REX, 
two  rosettes  in  the  reverse  legend. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2408  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  VF-30,  even  medium  brown.  116.0 

grains.  26.5mm.  190°.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends,  period  af¬ 
ter  REX,  two  rosettes  in  reverse  legend. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2409  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  F-15,  light  yellow  brown.  119.1 

grains.  26.5mm.  175°.  Last  three  numerals  of  date  boldly 
repunched.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends,  period  after  REX,  two 
rosettes  in  reverse  legend. 

From  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  20,  1954,  Lot  1980. 


2410  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  EF-40,  dark  golden  brown  with  some 

reddish  toning.  120.6  grains.  26.2mm.  175°.  Anglicized  U's  in  both 
legends,  period  after  REX,  rosette  after  date  only.  N  in 
AMERICANA  double  punched. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2411  1722  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  F-15,  traces  of  old  lacquer.  117.4 

grains.  26.5mm.  170°.  Anglicized  U's  in  both  legends,  period  af¬ 
ter  REX,  rosette  after  date  only. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1954. 


2412  1722  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-40,  dark  brown.  212.5 
grains.  31.6mm.  285°.  Period  after  REX.  Attractive,  with  no  traces 
of  corrosion.  A  very  nice  coin  for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 

A  note  on  the  punctuation  style  employed  on  the  Rosa  Americana  issues  may  be 
in  order  here.  Periods  are  used  to  separate  full  words,  while  colons  are  used  to  separate 
abbreviated  words.  This  is  the  standard  style  on  the  coinage.  Deviations  from  it  are 
suggestive  of  a  pattern  issue  or  a  diecutter's  mistake  (see  above,  Lot  2396). 

2413  1722  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-40,  dark  golden  brown. 
196.8  grains.  31.3mm.  270°.  No  period  after  REX.  Rims  ragged  in 
places. 


1723/2  Overdate  Halfpenny 


2414  1723/2  Halfpenny.  Hybrid  issue.  Bath.  F-12,  dark  and  rough.  Ob¬ 

verse  scratched.  58.9  grains.  22.4mm.  175°.  Rare,  the  overdate  va¬ 
riety  is  generally  not  noted  by  cataloguers,  as  on  the  Garrett:  1236 
piece.  Hybrid  issue,  with  the  uncrowned  rose  reverse,  the  type 
of  1722.  Not  as  nice  as  the  Garrett  specimen  already  noted,  ob¬ 
verse  scratched.  Two  rosettes  in  reverse  legend. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1958. 

Few  prior  auction  records  correctly  note  the  overdated  1723/2  halfpenny  The  most 
recent  we  can  remember  is  Jeff  Rock's  description  of  Lot  2044  in  the  September,  1987 
San  Diego  Coin  Show  auction  sale  catalogue. 
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1723  Halfpenny 

Hybrid  Issue 
Struck  in  Copper 


2415  1723  Halfpenny.  Hybrid  issue.  Copper.  Rarity-7+.  F-15,  rough 

ruddy  brown.  Perfect  Date.  66.3  grains.  22.4mm.  175°.  Usual  ob¬ 
verse  type,  hybrid  reverse  for  the  date,  the  type  of  1722  (un¬ 
crowned  rose).  No  prior  auction  records  found  for  the  Perfect  Date 
hybrid  struck  in  copper;  missing  from  the  wide  selections  in  both 
the  Garrett  and  Roper  sales.  Unknown  absolute  rarity,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  Rarity-7+  is  not  an  overstatement. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1955. 


Outstanding  1723  Halfpenny 


2416  1723  Halfpenny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  MS-60,  outstanding.  At¬ 

tractive,  dark  brown,  glossy  surfaces.  63.4  grains.  22.3mm.  185°. 
Perfect  Date.  Softly  struck  at  the  base  of  the  obverse,  at  the  rim. 
The  usual  1723  reverse  type,  crown  above  rose. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 


1723  Halfpenny 

Struck  in  Copper 


2417  1723  Halfpenny.  Regular  issue.  Copper.  Rarity-7+.  F-12.  54.6 

grains.  21.2mm.  165°.  Pitted,  rough  flan.  Softly  struck.  Perfect 
Date.  Usually  seen  types,  but  here  struck  in  copper,  a  major  rari¬ 
ty.  We  have  found  no  auction  records  for  the  1723  halfpenny  struck 
in  copper;  Roper:  92  was  struck  in  silver. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on 
December  4,  1909. 


1723  Pattern  Penny 


2418  1723  Pattern  penny.  Bath,  copper  plated.  Rarity-7+.  VF-30,  plat¬ 

ing  faded  but  about  40%  present.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date, 
small  scroll  ends.  119.3  grains.  26.7mm.  175°.  Pattern  issue:  24 
seeds  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  rose,  not  the  17  usually  found. 
No  prior  auction  records  noted  for  specimens  with  this  reverse; 
also,  unrecorded  as  copper  plated. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Kuntz, 
Yates  collections,  December  18,  1908. 


2419  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  golden  brown  obverse, 

darker  reverse.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends. 
132.6  grains.  26.4mm.  185°.  US  GR  repunched  in  the  obverse 
legend. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  <&  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2420  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  softly  struck  on  the  ob¬ 

verse.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  small  scroll  ends.  130.7 
grains.  26.5mm.  185°.  Obverse  microscopically  porous,  struck  from 
a  rusted  die. 

From  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 


2421  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  glossy  brown  and  gold. 
Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  116.9  grains. 
26.1mm.  180°.  UTILE  boldly  recut. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 

2422  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  VF-35,  dark  golden  brown.  Stop 
after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  137.3  grains.  25.4mm. 
175°.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  but  without  affecting  any  of  the 
letters.  1  in  DULCI  clearly  repunched. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 
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2423  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45,  nice  golden  brown.  Stop 

after  REX,  none  after  date,  medium  scroll  ends.  131.2  grains. 
26.1mm.  185°.  Edge  flawed  at  3:30  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 


2424  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-40,  dark  glossy  brown.  Stop 
after  REX,  none  after  date,  medium  scroll  ends.  117.6  grains. 
25.9mm.  175°.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  privately  in  1960,  vendor  unrecorded. 


1723  Penny 

Rare  Obverse  Punctuation  Variety 


2425  1723  Penny.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  Rarity-7+.  VF-30,  faded  golden 
brown.  REX*,  rare  obverse  punctuation  variety;  no  stop  after 
date,  medium  scroll  ends.  101.3  grains.  26.5mm.  180°.  Slightly  off 
center  on  the  obverse,  weak  around  both  rims.  Some  reverse 
encrustation. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  May 
16,  1956. 


2426  1723  Penny.  Bath,  silvered.  Rarity-7  + .  EF-40,  silvering  faded  on 

the  obverse,  mostly  present  on  the  reverse.  Stop  after  REX,  none 
after  date,  medium  scroll  ends.  141.0  grains.  26.2mm.  185°.  Old 
silvering  probably  applied  at  or  near  the  time  of  striking.  Very  rare. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 


2427  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  green  and  brown. 

Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  214.2  grains. 
31.3mm.  175°.  Reverse  rim  weak  from  6:00  to  12:00.  A  nice  coin 
for  a  type  collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1955. 


2428  1723  Twopence.  Bath.  AU-55,  sharply  struck.  Stop  after  REX,  none 

after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  185.3  grains.  31.9mm.  180°.  Obverse 
lustrous;  an  attractive,  olive  green  and  brown.  Struck  from  differ¬ 
ent  dies  than  the  preceding. 

Purchased  at  auction  from  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1954. 


2429  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  VF-35.  Stop  after  REX,  none 
after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  230.0  grains.  31.0mm.  175°.  Dark  gold¬ 
en  brown.  Deep  fissure  over  George's  cheekbone. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2430  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-55,  attractive  even  yellow- 
green  and  brown.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll 
ends.  181.3  grains.  31.2mm.  180°.  Rough  at  the  base  of  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  otherwise,  and  an  attractive  example. 

Purchased  privately  from  Spink  &  Son  in  1958. 
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2431  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45,  golden  brown.  Stop 

after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  233.5  grains.  32.0mm. 
170°.  An  attractive  example,  with  considerable  original  color 
remaining. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


1723  Twopence 

Rare  Punctuation  Variety 


2432  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45,  with  much  original 

color.  Stop  after  REX  and  date,  large  scroll  ends.  Rare  with  this 
punctuation.  239.6  grains.  31.8mm  (32.6  at  its  widest).  185°.  Out 
of  round,  misstruck— originally  stuck  in  the  dies,  another  plan- 
chet  inserted,  restruck,  and  thus  base  of  obverse  and  top  of 
reverse  damaged. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1954. 

The  Bath  metal  composition  used  for  the  Rosa  Americana  issue  took  on  a  glossy, 
golden  appearance  immediately  upon  striking,  which  must  have  given  the  coinage 
a  striking  appearance.  As  we  have  alluded  to  previously,  the  coinage  was  hot  struck 
in  a  drop  press.  Planchets  were  heated,  possibly  to  a  cherry  red  color,  and  struck  in 
a  press  which  operated  on  the  drop  hammer  principle.  The  planchets  had  to  be  heat¬ 
ed  quite  hot  before  striking,  as  the  metal  was  not  as  ductile  as  copper  at  lower  temper¬ 
atures.  By  far  the  majority  of  the  issue  are  well  centered  and  struck,  and  specimens 
showing  clear  evidence  of  misstriking  or  other  failures  in  manufacturing  are  scarce. 


2433  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-55.  No  stop  after  REX 
or  date,  small  scroll  ends.  200.0  grains.  31.7mm.  180°.  Holed  and 
plugged,  most  noticeable  at  the  top  of  the  reverse.  Dark  olive 
brown,  lighter  reverse. 

Purchased  in  1960,  vendor  unrecorded. 

2434  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45,  dark  olive  brown  and 
gold.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends.  227.0 
grains.  31.1mm.  180°.  Reverse  rim  weak  around  the  entire  periph¬ 
ery,  obverse  rim  weak  from  2:00  to  6:00. 


1723  Twopence 

Exceptional  Original  Color 


2435  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-50,  with  exceptional 

original  color.  Stop  after  REX,  none  after  date,  large  scroll  ends. 
228.5  grains.  32.4mm.  175°.  A  lovely  specimen,  with  exceptional 
original  obverse  coloring  and  about  50%  of  reverse  color  still  re¬ 
maining.  Deep,  horizontal  edge  file  marks. 

Purchased  privately  from  James,  Inc.  (David  and  Louis  Karp)  on  Au¬ 
gust  12,  1953. 


1723  Twopence 

Rare  Punctuation  Variety 


2436  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45,  dark  golden  brown. 

Stop  after  REX  and  date,  large  scroll  ends.  231.5  grains.  31.3mm. 
195°.  The  rarest  punctuation  variety  of  the  1723  twopence,  show¬ 
ing  stops  after  REX  and  date.  Struck  from  different  dies  than  the 
specimen  in  Lot  2432,  above.  Struck  from  fairly  worn  dies. 
Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


2437  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  AU-55,  well  struck.  No  stops 

after  REX  or  date,  large  scroll  ends.  230.4  grains.  31.2mm.  175°. 
Nice,  even  brown  obverse,  golden  brown  reverse.  Old,  minor  ob¬ 
verse  nick.  A  nice  specimen  for  inclusion  in  a  type  collection. 
Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 
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2438  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-40.  No  stops  after  REX 
or  date,  large  scroll  ends.  223.0  grains.  31.0mm.  175°.  Dark  brown, 
with  some  original  coloring  remaining,  primarily  on  the  obverse. 
Purchased  privately  from  Ferguson  in  1958. 


2439  1723  Twopence.  Regular  issue.  Bath.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Stop  after 
REX,  none  after  date,  small  scroll  ends.  231.0  grains.  32.7mm.  175°. 
Faded,  golden  brown.  Microscopic  obverse  porosity. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  in  1956. 


(1724)  Pattern  Penny 

ROSA  SINE  SPINA 
Extremely  Rare 


2440  (1724)  Pattern  ROSA  SINE  SPINA  penny.  Bath.  Rarity-7+.  VR20. 

114.9  grains.  27.7mm.  140°.  Dark,  rough,  pitted  flan.  With  one  ex¬ 
ception,  all  known  of  this  rarity  are  VF  or  so.  The  finest  known 
to  us  is  the  Choice  AU  example  in  a  famous  Western  collection. 
Struck  from  the  same  obverse  die  as  used  to  coin  the  silver  pat¬ 
tern  penny  (or  shilling)  to  follow  in  the  next  lot.  Same  reverse 
die  as  the  unique  Queen  Wilhelmina  piece  currently  in  the  John 
J.  Ford  Collection.  Despite  the  edge  roughness,  clearly  not  struck 
in  the  same  fashion  as  the  regular  issue  Rosa  Americana  pieces, 
as  there  are  no  signs  of  filing  and  the  edge  appears  quite  smooth 
where  fully  visible.  We  know  of  the  following  specimens: 

1 .  Norweb.  VF. 

2.  Noted  Western  collection,  ex  United  Kingdom. 

3.  Garrett:  1247  to  Roper:  95.  VF. 

4 .  Taxay  plate  C-84.  VF. 

5.  Crosby  III,  16;  same  as  Standard  Catalogue  (18th  edition) 
plate.  VF. 

Purchased  from  Henry  Chapman  by  Albert  Holden  in  1908. 


1724/3  Pattern  Penny 


Struck  in  Silver 
Unique 


2441  1724/3  Pattern  penny.  Struck  in  silver.  Unique.  VF-20.  98.2  grains. 

26.8mm.  155°.  Struck  from  the  same  obverse  die  as  appearing  on 
the  Rosa  Sine  Spina  pattern  in  the  preceding  lot,  and  the  same 
reverse  as  Garrett:  1246,  Brand  II:  948,  Norweb:  2442  (to  follow). 
Obverse:  GEORGIUS«DEI*GRATIA*REX«.  Completely  different 
treatment  of  the  hair  and  facial  features  than  the  Garrett:  1246 
the  silver  Brand  II:  948,  (ex  Mickley-Bushnell-Parmelee),  or  Nor¬ 
web:  2442.  Reverse:  ROSA:AMERICANA.1724-  UTILE-DULCI. 
Plain  edge. 

Engraved  by  hand  in  fine  style  on  the  obverse  beneath  the  regu¬ 
lar  legend  "E.H.  Died  Dec.r  5,th  1743-/aged  23.  C:M:V:A:."  This 
clearly  a  mortuary  inscription,  and  from  its  date  barely  20  years 
following  the  striking  of  this  piece.  E.H.  remains  unidentified. 
C:M:V:A:  are  clearly  abbreviations  for  a  funerary  sentiment  cast 
in  the  classical  style;  these,  unfortunately,  have  defeated  the  pres¬ 
ent  writer's  efforts  at  expansion. 

Purchased  privately  from  Baldwin's  in  1954. 

The  1724/3  pattern  penny  issue  is  extremely  rare.  We  have  been  able  to  trace  the 
following  four  different  obverse  dies  appearing  on  the  issue,  all  muled  with  the  same 
reverse,  which  appears  on  this  present  specimen: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2.  Garrett:  1246. 

3.  Brand:  948  and  949. 

4.  Norweb:  2442. 

The  differences  among  these  obverses  is  clear  from  even  a  cursory  inspection  of  the 
illustrations  in  the  auction  catalogues  referenced,  and  need  not  be  gone  into  in  detail 
here,  The  reverse  die  employed  is  the  same  for  all  four,  as  already  said.  In  the  case 
of  Norweb:  2441,  the  obverse  was  muled  with  the  famous  ROSA  SINE  SPINA,  as  well 
as  with  the  unique  Wilhemina  reverse. 
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1724/3  Pattern  penny 

One  of  Three  Known 


2442  1724/3  Pattern  Penny.  Bath.  Rarity-8,  three  known.  86.6  grains. 

25.8mm.  160°.  Bright,  brassy  looking  obverse,  darker  reverse.  Re¬ 
verse  rim  rough  from  2:00  to  6:00.  Same  dies  as  Brand  II:  949. 
Obverse:  GEORGIUS»D»GRATIA«REX*  .  Reverse:  as  described 
in  the  preceding  lot.  The  fourth  of  the  obverse  dies  known  on 
the  1724/3  pattern  penny.  Three  known: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2.  Brand  II:  949. 

3.  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  (18th  edition), 
plate. 

Purchased  privately  from  Seaby's  on  December  1,  1962. 


1724  Pattern  Twopence 

The  Unique  Engraved  Specimen 
Said  to  Have  Been  William  Wood's  Own 


2443  1724  Pattern  twopence.  Silvered  copper  or  bronze.  Unique.  VF-30. 

245.8  grains.  32.4mm.  185°.  Obverse  engraved  W*W— reverse 
engraved:  "VIII ,JVNE_".  This  piece  has  been  traditionally  cata¬ 
logued  as  being  William  Wood's  own  specimen  of  the  1724  pat¬ 
tern  twopence. 

Obverse  variey  with  MA  •  B  in  the  obverse  titulature.  Struck 
from  the  same  dies  as  Roper:  93,  Brand  II:  950,  Lauder:  148,  Robi¬ 
son:  34.  Referenced  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  No.  12.  Taxay  C-78.  With  this  ob¬ 
verse  punctuation,  the  type  is  a  Rarity-7.  We  have  been  able  to 
trace  the  following  examples  with  this  punctuation  in  the  obverse 
(compare  the  next  lot): 

1 .  Norweb.  Silvered  copper  or  bronze. 

2.  Ford  Collection.  Bath. 

3.  Newman  Collection.  Bath. 

4.  Brand  II:  950.  Bath. 

5.  Roper:  93.  Bath. 

6.  Lauder:  148.  Bath. 

7.  Robison:  34.  Copper. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Oc¬ 
tober  8,  1956;  earlier  ex  Murdoch  (1903):  438,  Plate  IV;  to  Virgil  M. 
Brand;  bought  by  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  from  Horace  Louis 
Philip  Brand,  Brand  inventory  No.  39615. 


1724  Pattern  Twopence 

M  B  FRA  in  Obverse  Legend 
The  Rarer  Variety 


2444  1724  Pattern  twopence.  Bath.  Rarity-8.  AG-3.  178.8  grains.  31.4mm. 
160°.  Dark,  rough,  pitted.  Variety  without  punctuation  between 
M  B  FRA  in  obverse  titulature.  Same  central  obverse  and  reverse 
punches  as  the  specimen  in  the  preceding  lot,  but  with  very  differ¬ 
ent  spacing  in  the  legends  and  with  different  letter  punches 
employed. 

Purchased  privately  from  Seaby's  in  1957. 

The  1724  pattern  twopence  is  known  in  two  major  obverse  varieties,  the  second  of 
which  can  be  further  subdivided  into  two  differing  subvarieties.  The  first  variety,  that 
with  obverse  titulature  abbreviated  as  MA  •  B  is  a  Rarity-7  (see  the  preceding  lot  for 
enumeration  of  the  specimens  of  this  variety  known  to  us).  The  second  major  variety, 
with  titulature  abbreviated  M  B  FRA  can  be  subdivided  into  two  further  varieties.  The 
first,  without  punctuation  between  those  letters,  is  a  Rarity-8  issue.  The  specimens 
of  this  variety  known  to  us  include: 

1.  Norweb.  Bath. 

2 .  Garrett:  1254.  Copper. 

3.  Another,  unverified. 

The  other  variety,  with  punctuation  as  M»B  FRA,  is  also  a  Rarity-8  variety.  We  know 
of  the  following  examples  of  this  subvariety: 

1 .  Roper:  94.  Bath,  ex  Robison:  35. 

2.  Merkin  (11/68):  34.  Bath. 

3.  Ford  Collection.  Bath,  silvered. 

As  can  be  seen  immediately  from  the  above  listing,  there  are  on  the  order  of  13  pieces 
in  total  of  the  1724  pattern  twopence  known,  making  the  entire  denomination  a  full 
Rarity-6+! 

As  there  were  a  large  number  of  Rosa  Americana  pieces  in  the  Norweb  Collection, 
we  undertook  a  short  study,  attempting  to  correlate  the  die  axes  of  the  specimens  con¬ 
tained  with  their  status  as  either  pattern  or  regular  issue.  It  appears  quite  clear  to  us 
that,  excepting  only  the  pre-patent  and  undated  early  twopences,  the  issue  was  care¬ 
fully  struck  to  a  fairly  consistent  coin  turn  die  alignment.  The  pre-patent  pieces  and 
the  undated  twopences  show  no  pattern  in  their  die  alignments,  whether  based  upon 
denomination  or  die  linkages.  Among  the  remaining  issues,  those  dated  1722  and  af¬ 
ter,  there  is  a  close  regularity  to  be  seen,  whether  the  issue  is  called  today  a  pattern 
or  a  regular  strike.  Clearly,  die  alignments  are  of  no  help  in  distinguishing  patterns 
from  regular  issues  in  the  series.  One  notable  exception  to  the  general  alignment  rule 
may  be  noted  here:  the  two  1722  dated  twopences  in  the  collection  are  both  oriented 
on  a  270-285°  axis,  a  glaring  anomaly  in  the  series  and  one  that  is  unexplainable 
presently. 
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1733  Post-Patent  Twopence 


Lovely  Proof  Specimen 
One  of  Four  Known 


2445  1733  Post-patent  twopence.  Copper.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-60  to  63,  with 

considerable  original  mint  coloring.  275.6  grains.  33.3mm.  180°. 
Struck  at  least  twice  to  bring  up  the  full  design  details.  Tradition¬ 
ally  attributed  to  William  Wood,  but  without  certainty.  Obverse: 
laureate  bust  left  of  George  II  GEORGIVS*II*D*G*REX».  Reverse: 
crowned  full-blown  rose  ROSA*AMER/ICANA*1733«  UTILE 
DULCI*  .  Plain  edge,  filed  as  seen  on  the  regular  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  issues.  Four  known  to  us: 

1 .  Norweb,  ex  Clapp,  Kays  collections. 

2.  Nelson-Ryder-Boyd-Ford  collection.  Weight  unrecorded. 

3.  Crosby  Plate  IV,  16-Ellsworth-Parmelee-Garrett: 

1255-Roper:  96.  265.4  grains. 


4.  British  Museum.  290.0  grains. 

Charles  Bushnell  had  a  specimen  which  went  down  with  the 
Arctic  circa  1860.  To  the  present  writer's  mind,  this  pattern 
represents  one  of  the  high  points  of  British  die  engraving  skill. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  De¬ 
cember  1,  1955. 

Also  known  from  these  dies  are  the  following: 

1 .  The  unique  strike  in  lead,  discovered  by  a  New  York  City  transit  police¬ 
man;  sold  in  Pine  Tree's  sale  of  the  Morton  Collection  (1975):  462  to  Roper: 
97. 

2.  Obverse  die  trials  in  steel,  six  known,  including  Garrett:  1256  to  a  noted 
Eastern  numismatist  and  scholar. 

3.  Reverse  die  trial  in  copper,  inscribed  on  the  opposite  side  MR  JACKSON 
Pierced  at  the  date.  Ford  Collection. 
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Auctori  Plebis  Tokens  "173366"  Auctori  Plebis  Copper 


2446  "1787"  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Bust  left/Britannia  seated.  VF-30. 
114.3  grains.  27.25mm.  165°.  Rarity-4+  for  the  dies,  Rarity-6  for 
the  early  reverse  state.  Faint  break  behind  Britannia's  head  does 
not  extend  into  the  left  field,  as  usually  seen.  Glossy,  deep  gold¬ 
en  brown.  Plain  edge. 

Purchased  privately  in  1961,  vendor  unrecorded. 

The  obverse  punctuation  style  is  reminiscent  of  the  1787  Connecticut  Miller-33  type, 
and  so  has  traditionally  been  included  among  United  States  colonial  collections.  But, 
this  piece  is  probably  of  British  manufacture  circa  1793-95  based  on  the  reverse  similarity 
with  Norfolk,  Norwich  D  &  H  20  and  21  (1793  and  1794),  and  Hampshire  Emsworth 
D  &  H  9-12  (1793-94).  As  one  variety  of  Norwich  21  is  edge  lettered  "Payable  at  the 
Warehouse  of  John  Stride;"  and  Emsworth  9  &  10  have  identical  edge  devices;  and 
as  Thomas  and  Peter  Wyon  are  said  to  have  made  Stride's  Emsworth  of  1793-95;  it 
may  be  that  this  variant  of  the  Auctori  Plebis  token  was  a  Wyon  product. 

"Auctori  Plebis"  is  a  generic  legend  used  on  non-regal  18th-century  tokens  during 
a  shortage  of  small  change.  Many  different  tokens  bear  this  legend,  or  a  dose  variant 
of  it.  Traditional  varieties  of  Auctori  Plebis  "colonial"  tokens  are: 

1 .  "1787"  Auctori  Plebis/Britannia,  as  this  and  the  next  lot.  Rarity-4. 

2 .  "1736"  bust  right/Hispaniola.  Rarity-7. 

3.  "173366"  bust  right/Hispaniola,  as  in  Lot  2449,  below.  Rarity- 7. 

4 .  "1756"  bust  right/North  Wales.  Rarity- 7. 

5.  "1756"  bust  right/BRITAINS  ISLES.  Rarity-5. 

6.  Undated  bust  right/blank  reverse,  as  on  Lot  2448,  below.  Rarity- 7. 

7.  Undated  bust  right/blank  reverse,  different  bust  than  6  above.  Rarity-7. 

The  best  recent  discussions  of  these  tokens  are:  "The  'Auctori  Plebis'  coppers."  Howard 

H.  Kurth.  Numismatic  Review  (September  1943);  and  Charles  V.  Duncan's  important 
articles  of  April,  1975  and  May,  1976  which  appeared  in  the  Colonial  Newsletter. 

As  the  Virtuoso's  Companion  (1796)  pictured  an  Auctori  Plebis  token,  we  can  be  sure 
that  at  least  one  variety  had  been  manufactured  by  that  time. 

Recorded  weights  known  to  us  include:  114.3  grains,  111.6  grains,  111.0  grains,  116.2 
grains,  117.2  grains,  100.0  grains,  and  101.9  grains. 


2449  "173366"  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Bust  right/HISPANIOLA. 
Rarity-7.  VG-8/6.  101.9  grains.  26.7mm.  195°.  Dark  brown.  Plain 
edge.  Trivial,  old  marks.  Double  punched  date  numerals,  giving 
rise  to  an  impossible  futuristic  date!  Very  rarely  offered  at  auc¬ 
tion  sale.  Strictly  speaking,  this  and  the  latter  piece  have  no  real 
relation  to  United  States  colonial  coins,  save  through  an  identity 
of  legend  with  the  first  two  offerings  in  this  selection.  The  last 
time  we  can  remember  seeing  a  pair  similar  to  this  and  the  speci¬ 
men  in  Lot  2448,  above  was  New  Netherlands  51st  sale  (June  1958), 
Lot  207. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  July 
1,  1952. 


2447  "1787”  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Bust  left/Britannia  seated.  VF-20. 

111.0  grains.  27.0mm.  160°.  Rarity-4+,  typical  reverse  state  with 
the  break  behind,  over,  and  in  left  field  more  advanced  than  seen 
on  the  preceding  lot.  Medium  golden  brown.  Plain  edge. 

Purchased  privately  from  Thomas  Elder  on  October  25,  1955. 

Thomas  Elder  is  said  to  have  told  his  auction  audiences  that  as  a  boy  he  found  Auc¬ 
tori  Plebis  tokens  in  circulation  in  Pennsylvania.  We  are  indebted  to  Charles  V.  Dun¬ 
can  for  this  interesting  anecdote. 


2448  Undated  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Bust  right/blank  reverse.  Rarity-7. 

VG-10.  100.0  grains.  26.9mm.  Medium  golden  brown.  Plain  edge. 
Struck  using  a  die  with  a  different  bust  style  than  on  the  preced¬ 
ing,  and  different  punctuation,  also.  Earlier  die  state  than  Gar¬ 
rett:  1514,  which  was  sinking  in  the  center. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 
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Continental  Currency  Pieces 


NEW-YORK,  July  1. 

We  hear  it  is  proposed,  that  after  three  months,  the  currency 
of  all  copper  coin,  made  of  base  metal,  or  wanting  in  weight,  to 
be  totally  suppressed,  and  that  the  rest  is  to  pass  at  the  rate  of  15 
for  an  eighth  part  of  a  dollar.  And  if  it  shall  appear  that  there  is 
not  a  sufficiency  for  common  use,  that  it  will  be  all  called  in,  and 
a  new  impression  struck  of  Continental  copper  coin,  of  a  large  size, 
12  of  which  is  to  pass  for  an  eighth  part  of  a  dollar,  of  which  no 
other  coppers  are  to  pass  current. 

The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  (July  3,  1776). 

The  above  quotation  is  the  earliest  known  printed  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Continental  currency  pieces.  These  coins  have 
for  a  long  time,  been  commonly  called  "Continental  dollars," 
entirely  on  the  strength  of  the  size  of  the  pieces  rather  than 
on  any  certain  evidence,  either  written  or  numismatic.  Con¬ 
tinental  currency  pieces  are  known  in  three  metals:  silver, 
brass,  and  pewter.  It  is  highly  illogical  to  call  a  brass  coin 
a  dollar,  despite  its  size  and  clear  relationship  to  the  silver 
pieces.  The  most  recent  research  on  this  coinage  suggests 
that  the  silver  pieces  were  indeed  meant  to  pass  in  curren¬ 
cy  as  dollars;  the  brass  pieces  were  clearly,  from  a  metro¬ 
logical  standpoint,  meant  to  pass  for  pennies;  the  pewter 
pieces  are  still  controversial,  but  may  have  been  equivalent 
to  a  "fiat"  currency,  valued  at  one  dollar,  as  the  paper  cur¬ 
rency  issues  were. 

The  quotation  printed  above  (for  the  notice  of  which  we 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.),  clearly  relates  to  the 
Continental  currency  pieces.  The  article,  drawing  on  an  earli¬ 
er  notice  in  The  New  York  Journal,  calls  for  a  "Continental  cop¬ 
per  coin,  of  large  size"  to  replace  the  then  current  circulat¬ 
ing  medium,  and  to  be  rated  at  12  to  the  eighth  part  of  a 
dollar  (on  the  New  York  standard  eight  shillings  was  equiva¬ 
lent  to  one  Spanish  dollar;  therefore,  one  eighth  of  a  dollar 
was  equivalent  to  one  shilling)  if  enough  good  copper  coin¬ 
age  was  not  found  after  three  months. 

Clearly,  the  implication  of  the  article  is  that  some  adminis¬ 
trative  authority  in  New  York  City  was  attempting  to  reform 
the  circulating  medium,  its  intention  being  to  extract  the  un¬ 
derweight  or  heavily  worn  or  counterfeit  pieces  from  circu¬ 
lation,  leaving  only  copper  coins  of  good  weight  to  pass  in 
trade.  According  to  the  article,  if  there  were  not  sufficient 
good  copper  coins  found  after  the  three  month  examination 
period,  a  new  coin  was  to  be  introduced,  of  "large  size." 

The  timing  implicit  in  the  article  suggests  a  date  for  the 
striking  of  these  pieces,  or  at  least,  of  the  "copper"  pieces. 
Between  August  29  and  30,  1776,  George  Washington  was 
obliged  to  retreat  from  Brooklyn  Heights  to  New  York  City, 
where  his  forces  remained  until  the  middle  of  the  following 
month.  On  September  15,  Washington  was  further  obliged 
to  evacuate  New  York  City  entirely,  to  avoid  encirclement  of 
the  Continental  army.  The  issue  would  appear  to  have  been 
struck  between  July  and  August,  1776.  Some  have  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  overall  Continental  currency  issue  contains  two 
sub-issues,  the  earlier  struck  in  New  York  in  the  summer 
of  1776,  the  second  struck  later  in  Pennsylvania,  either  Phil¬ 
adelphia  or  Lancaster,  later  in  the  same  year.  While  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  estimate  the  total  mintage  of  the  issue,  it  can  be 
safely  said  that  based  upon  survival  rates  both  the  brass  pen¬ 


nies  and  silver  dollars  were  struck  in  very  limited  numbers. 
The  population  of  pewter  pieces  far  outnumbers  that  of  the 
brass  and  silver  specimens  combined,  but  is  still  small 
enough  to  allow  a  total  of  two  or  three  months  of  striking 
before  the  effort  was  abandoned.  Based  upon  the  reference 
in  The  New  York  Journal;  the  lace  of  a  New  York  paper  dollar 
denomination  in  the  issue  of  August  13,  1776;  the  possibili¬ 
ty  that  Elisha  Gallaudet  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey,  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  EG  FECIT  issue;  and  the  clear  employment  of 
the  New  York  weight  standard  for  the  brass  pieces;  all  point 
to  New  York  City  as  the  place  of  origin. 

The  silver  pieces  may  well  have  been  an  official  Continental 
Congress  issue  as  dollar  coins.  This  was  succinctly  stated  by 
Eric  P.  Newman  in  his  indispensible  The  1776  Continental  Cur¬ 
rency  Coinage  (1952).  Newman  argued  that  the  lack  of  a  Con¬ 
tinental  paper  currency  dollar  denomination  from  the  issues 
dated  July  22,  1776  through  September  26,  1778  hinted 
strongly  that  the  paper  issue  was  intended  to  be  replaced 
by  a  coin  of  equivalent  value.  The  lack  of  a  New  York  paper 
dollar  denomination  from  the  issue  of  August  13,  1776,  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  is  a  further  piece  of  evidence  suggestive 
of  the  official  character  of  the  silver  Continental  currency 
coins.  If  the  silver  pieces  bore  some  official  sanction  for  their 
issue,  then  by  die  linkage  we  can  extend  the  authority,  al¬ 
beit  on  somewhat  more  tenuous  grounds,  to  the  specimens 
struck  in  both  brass  and  pewter.  As  the  same  obverse  dies 
were  used  to  strike  in  silver,  brass,  and  pewter  (Newman 
1  and  3),  Newman  reverse  B  is  known  on  brass  and  pewter, 
reverse  C  on  silver  and  pewter,  and  reverse  D  on  all  three 
metals,  then  the  same  "mint"  must  have  struck  coins  in  all 
three  metals.  The  notice  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  strongly 
suggests  that  the  brass  pieces  did  bear  some  official  sanc¬ 
tion  for  their  issue. 

To  recapitulate,  then,  it  appears  that  the  Continental  cur¬ 
rency  pieces  were  struck  in  New  York  City  in  the  height  of 
the  summer  of  1776  (July-August),  and  that  the  silver,  brass, 
and  pewter  pieces  bore  some  official  sanction  for  their  is¬ 
sue.  Beyond  this,  we  have  no  other  certain  evidence  for  the 
issuing  authority  of  the  coinage.  The  present  writer  under¬ 
took  a  careful  study  of  Benjamin  Franklin's  correspondence 
for  the  years  1775-1777,  in  the  hopes  of  finding  some  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  coinage,  as  the  obverse  device  is  clearly  mod¬ 
eled  after  the  fractional  paper  money  issues  of  February  17, 
1776,  which  have  usually  been  ascribed  to  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin's  inspiration.  However,  save  for  a  reference  to  a  severe 
shortage  of  pewter  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  during  the  early 
war  years,  no  such  reference  was  found.  The  meeting  books 
and  minutes  of  the  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  cities  of  lower 
and  upper  New  York  State;  the  records  of  the  New  York  Con¬ 
vention;  as  well  as  the  printed  and  manuscript  records  of 
the  Continental  Congress;  may  prove  a  more  fruitful  source 
of  information  about  the  Continental  currency  coinage  is¬ 
sue.  However,  to  date,  the  necessary  research  has  not  been 
accomplished. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  as  to  the  metallic  content 
of  the  silver,  brass,  and  pewter  pieces.  Lately,  the  appella¬ 
tion  brass  has  come  under  criticism,  in  particular.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman  two  brass  specimens 
(Newman  1-A  and  1-B)  were  sent  to  ANACS  for  x-ray 
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spectrographic  analysis.  The  results  are  published  here  for 
the  first  time.  Newman  1-A  contained  75%  copper,  15%  zinc, 
the  balance  in  trace  elements;  Newman  1-B  was  found  to 
contain  74%  copper,  21%  zinc,  trace  elements  making  up  the 
balance.  These  analyses  clearly  point  to  the  metal  as  being 
brass,  rather  than  bell  metal,  which  contains  22%  tin  plus 
copper  and  other  trace  elements.  The  brass  pieces,  so-called 
from  Crosby's  day,  should  properly  continue  to  be  so  called. 

A  short  metrological  study  was  conducted  on  the  brass 
specimens  known  to  us,  using  either  the  coins  themselves 
or  weights  printed  in  auction  catalogues.  We  were  able  to 
ascertain  the  weights  of  nine  of  the  10  specimens  traced  from 
the  differing  die  combinations.  Observed  weights  ranged 
from  a  low  of  199.9  grains  (Norweb:  2451)  to  a  high  of  314.1 
grains  (Norweb:  2450).  The  average  weight  observed  was 
240.86  grains,  which  included  the  exceptionally  heavy  Nor¬ 
web  N  1-A  specimen.  Omitting  this  specimen  yielded  an 
average  weight  of  231.51  grains.  As  it  is  known  that  the  Bir¬ 
mingham,  England  copper  coining  standard  for  the  halfpen¬ 
ny  was  115.0  grains,  it  appears  certain  that  the  brass  Con¬ 
tinental  currency  pieces,  which  we  may  now  call  pennies, 
were  struck  to  twice  the  Birmingham  standard,  creating  a 
coin  which  we  may  more  precisely  call  a  New  York  standard 
penny. 

The  weights  of  silver  specimens  (Newman  1-C  and  3-D) 
were  also  studied.  These  showed  a  much  finer  tolerance, 
ranging  from  363.5  grains  to  373.25  grains.  The  average  of 
these  three  weights  yielded  a  reading  of  370.58  grains.  No 
x-ray  spectrographic  analysis  readings  are  known  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  writer  for  silver  specimens,  and  he  is  reduced  to  relying 
upon  the  imperfections  of  specific  gravity  readings.  As  es¬ 
tablished  by  specific  gravity  testing,  the  fineness  for  one  sil¬ 
ver  piece  was  placed  at  about  .880  parts  per  thousand  fine 
silver.  Both  the  fineness  of  one  specimen  and  the  average 
weight  of  three  specimens  are  clearly  far  short  of  what  one 
would  expect  a  New  York  standard  dollar  to  achieve. 

Drawing  upon  notes  taken  during  Mr.  Joseph  Lasser's  ex¬ 
ceptionally  interesting  discussion  of  the  findings  from  the 
wreck  of  The  Feversham  (sunk  1722),  it  appears  that  at  that 
time,  at  least,  the  commonest  silver  Spanish  dollar  in  circu¬ 
lation  in  New  York  was  the  Potosi  8  reales,  followed  closely 
by  the  Mexico  City  and  the  Lima  8  reales  coins.  The  Potosi 
8  reales  was  rated  at  a  fineness  of  .903  parts  per  thousand, 
with  an  expected  weight  of  423.0  grains;  that  of  Mexico  bore 
the  same  fineness  rating,  but  with  a  slightly  reduced  weight 
of  417.0  grains;  while  the  Lima  Mint  dollar  had  a  higher  fine¬ 
ness,  .917  parts  per  thousand,  but  a  lower  weight,  386.0 
grains. 

Comparing  the  average  weight  of  three  specimens  of  the 
silver  Continental  dollar,  and  the  fineness,  as  established  by 
specific  gravity,  for  another  specimen,  it  appears  that  the  in¬ 
tended  weight  of  the  silver  Continental  dollar  was  near  that 
of  the  Lima  Mint  8  reales,  even  if  the  Lima  Mint  product 
was  the  least  abundant  in  the  wreck  of  The  Feversham. 
However,  the  fineness  reading  of  .880  is  37  parts  lower  than 
the  Lima  standard,  or  4%,  a  measurable  amount  by  a  skilled 
reader  of  the  streak  test.  Compared  to  the  Potosi  or  Mexico 
City  8  reales,  the  observed  average  weight  of  silver  Continen¬ 
tal  dollar  is  only  88%  statuatory  weight,  and  while  slightly 
closer  in  fineness  is  still  much  lower  than  statuatory  de¬ 
mands.  It  would  appear  that,  when  comparing  their  weights, 
the  brass  New  York  standard  penny  came  closer  to  meeting 
the  intended  weight  standard  than  the  silver  dollar  did.  This 


may  suggest  a  complete  revolution  in  the  usual  descriptions 
of  these  pieces,  published  since  Newman's  work  in  1952.  Ii 
has  long  been  considered,  for  example,  that  the  silver  pieces 
were  to  take  the  place  of  a  Continental  paper  dollar,  while 
the  brass  and  pewter  pieces  have  been  called  "patterns.' 
Metrological  evidence  suggests  that  the  silver  piece  was  nol 
struck  to  a  recognized,  contemporary  standard,  while  the 
brass  one  was.  Perhaps  we  should  rethink  our  descriptions 
of  these,  and  call  the  silver  pieces  "patterns"  and  the  brass 
pieces  coins  of  a  circulating  intent. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  the  silver  Continental 
dollars  were  overstruck  on  Spanish  pieces  of  eight,  which 
had  first  had  their  devices  ground  away  to  preclude  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  undertype  on  the  struck  silver  dollar.  The 
only  evidence  presented  for  this  suggestion  has  been  the 
presence  of  a  twin  leaf  edge  device  on  the  silver  pieces, 
which  is  very  similar  to  that  appearing  on  Spanish  pieces 
of  eight  of  the  period.  However,  as  the  close-up  photograph 
of  the  piece  in  the  lot  to  follow  this  introduction  illustrates, 
this  edge  device  appears  on  brass  specimens,  also.  In  fact, 
the  twin  leaf  edge  device  appears  on  pewter  Continental 
currency  pieces,  the  silver  1792  Washington  President  I,  and 
can  be  found  echoed  on  the  large  denomination  1783  silvei 
Constellatio  Nova  patterns.  Rather  than  imagining  an  over¬ 
strike,  we  should  probably  be  noticing  an  edge  security  de¬ 
vice  of  known  design  and  credibility.  To  date,  the  present 
writer  has  heard  of  no  undertype  visible  on  any  silver  Con¬ 
tinental  currency  piece;  indeed,  the  newly  discovered  silver 
Newman  1-C  which  appeared  in  Stack's  sale  of  the  Romano 
Collection  (Lot  24)  was  catalogued  as  showing  no  signs  of 
an  undertype,  whatsoever. 

This  leaves  the  student  of  the  coinage  with  one  major  prob¬ 
lem  remaining,  which  appears  to  be,  at  present,  an  insolu¬ 
ble  one.  Namely,  the  purpose  of  the  pieces  struck  in  pew¬ 
ter.  They  have  been  called  emergency  pennies,  struck  as  a 
result  of  the  shortage  of  brass  metal  in  time  of  war.  Clearly, 
when  revolutionary  forces  are  fighting  for  their  survival,  it 
makes  more  sense  to  cast  cannons  from  brass  than  strike 
pennies.  In  this  scenario,  pewter  was  substituted  for  brass, 
to  circulate  as  an  emergency  penny,  despite  the  original  in¬ 
tention  of  producing  a  new,  good  weight  copper  coin.  The 
pewter  pieces,  then,  would  have  been  a  "fiat"  issue,  good 
for  whatever  the  market  would  accept  them  as.  It  seems  to 
the  present  writer  that  an  emergency  pewter  issue  meant 
to  circulate  within  a  city  under  siege  would  have  little  credi¬ 
bility  among  its  intended  users,  who,  if  experience  teaches 
anything,  would  be  carefully  squirreling  away  all  the  specie 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  rejecting,  as  best  they  could, 
underweight  and  false  pieces.  Indeed,  in  a  study  of  a  hoard 
of  French  medieval  gold  coins  deposited  at  the  height  of  the 
Hundred  Years  War,  metrological  analysis  showed  that  the 
pieces  deposited  in  the  hoard  were  carefully  selected  on  the 
basis  of  their  high  weight.  Many  pewter  pieces  survive  with 
exceptional  lustre  and  little  sign  of  actual  circulation,  if  any 
at  all,  suggesting  that  the  pewter  pieces  may  actually  have 
been  rejected  by  their  intended  users  at  the  time  of  their 
minting.  On  the  other  hand,  one  can  point  to  many  token 
issues  uttered  during  times  of  national  emergency,  whose 
metallic  content  was  not  equivalent  to  the  contemporary,  past 
standard.  Civil  War  tokens  of  the  1863  era  are  a  good  case 
in  point.  Whatever  the  true  nature  of  the  pewter  pieces  mav 
have  been,  it  is  at  present  unknown,  and  save  for  a  lucky 
find  in  the  archival  materials,  may  remain  unknowable. 
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There  is  no  strict,  numismatic  basis  for  terming  the  pew¬ 
ter  pieces  "patterns,”  as  there  clearly  is  none  for  so  terming 
the  brass  strikes.  The  fact  that  they  are  not  struck  in  a  pre¬ 
cious  metal  does  not  require  them  to  be  termed  patterns  (a 
false  analogy  drawn  from  modern  United  States  coinage). 
Were  they  to  have  been  intended  as  patterns,  we  would  be 
left  with  the  anomalous  conclusion  that  the  number  of  pat¬ 
terns  surviving  from  the  Continental  currency  coinage  far 
outweighs  the  number  of  actual  circulation  strikes  run  off. 
Rather,  the  most  recent  research  suggests  that  the  silver, 
brass,  and  pewter  pieces  are  separate  parts  of  a  single  coin¬ 
age  scheme,  each  of  which  had  some  intended  currency  val¬ 
ue  and  purpose,  backed  by  an  official  issuing  authority  based 
in  New  York  City  in  the  summer  of  1776. 


1776  Continental  Currency  Penny 

Beaded  Rings  Reverse 
One  of  Three  Known 


2450  1776  Continental  currency  penny.  Brass.  Newman  1-A.  Beaded 

rings  reverse.  Rarity-8,  three  known.  VF-20.  314.1  grains,  the  heav¬ 
iest  recorded  weight.  37.8mm.  35°.  CURENCY.  Deeply  toned, 
brown  surfaces.  Many  old  scratches  at  the  base  of  the  reverse. 
Softly  struck  on  the  bases  of  the  obverse  and  reverse,  portions 
of  the  names  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia  obscure.  Ornamented  edge  (see  close-up)  as  on  the 
silver  pieces,  the  brass  N  1-B  to  follow,  most  pewters,  and  Span¬ 
ish  silver  8  reales  pieces.  One  of  three  known,  the  others  being 
the  specimen  owned  by  Eric  P.  Newman  and  the  example  sold 
in  our  sale  of  the  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection,  Part  II,  Lot  955.  Third 
finest  known,  due  to  the  reverse  scratches.  Obverse  of  this  speci¬ 
men  is  a  match  for  the  Newman  coin.  The  finest  known  is  Brand: 
955. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  january  11,  1937.  Earlier, 
ex  Brand  Collection. 

From  the  above  pedigree,  it  appears  that  at  one  time  Virgil  Brand  owned  two  of 
the  three  known  beaded  rings  reverse  brass  Continental  pennies!  In  Eric  Newman's 
discussion  of  the  Continental  coinage  issues,  he  places  the  beaded  rings  reverse  strikes 
as  the  first  attempts  at  the  new  coinage.  This  observation  is  borne  out  on  the  coinage 
itself,  as  we  can  see  the  progression  in  the  reverse  design  from  the  beaded  rings,  to 
beaded  rings  partially  cut  into  full  lines,  to  final  design  type,  the  names  of  the  individual 
states  enclosed  in  lines  with  only  the  faintest  remnants  of  the  original  beading  around 
them  still  remaining. 
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1776  Continental  Currency  Penny 

Newman  1-B.  Rarity-7. 

Beaded  Rings  Partially  Cut  Into  Lines 


2451  1776  Continental  currency  penny.  Brass.  N  1-B.  Beaded  rings  par¬ 

tially  cut  into  lines.  VF-30.  Rarity- 7,  eight  traced.  199.9  grains, 
the  lightest  of  those  known.  37.5mm.  20°.  CURENCY.  Bright  gold¬ 
en  yellow  brass  color.  Minor  softness  in  the  reverse  center,  but 
all  elements  of  the  design  legible  without  the  aid  of  magnifica¬ 
tion.  Ornamented  edge,  the  usual  twin  olive  leaf  design.  Con¬ 
siderable  recutting  and  repunching  visible  in  the  design  elements, 
perhaps  suggestive  of  a  higher  coinage  output  than  usually  im¬ 
agined.  Obverse  die  state:  no  break  visible.  Reverse  die  state:  chip 
under  I  of  R,  ISLAND;  chip  in  circle  under  PENNSILV;  K/K  in 
NEW  YORK;  Y  in  JERSEY  very  faint;  blundered  W  in  DELAWARE; 
M/M,  DID  in  MARYLAND;  A/A,  GIG  in  VIRGINIA;  N/N  in 
N.CAROLIN,  IL  touch,  full  line  beneath  IL;  A/A,  O/O,  N/N  in 

S.CAROL1N,  L  free  from  line,  line  beneath  IN;  H/El  in  MASSACH. 
Eight  known  to  us: 

1.  Norweb. 

2.  Norweb:  2452. 

3.  Garrett:  1489. 

4.  Robison:  87. 

5.  Roper:  198. 

6.  Carter:  204. 

7.  Newman  Collection. 

8.  Crosby  VIII,  15. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  It,  1937;  possi¬ 
bly,  earlier  ex  Brand  Collection. 

Pit  ker  117  was  a  pewter  N  1-B,  and  from  its  die  state  was  struck  before  Garrett: 

1 4Kcl.  a  brass  piece  The  Picker  coin  was  of  the  same  die  states  as  Norweb:  2451,  and 
thus  is  contemporary  with  that  piece  Therefore,  we  can  say  with  certainty  that  the 
pewter  specimens  were  being  struck  at  the  same  time  as  the  brass  pieces,  from  the 
same  dies  Some  suggestions  have  been  raised  that  the  pewter  pieces  may  have  been 
siru<  k  later,  perhaps  from  dies  captured  by  the  British  during  their  occupation  of  New 
York  (  it v  in  September  177b  The  evidence  of  the  die  states  of  the  Picker,  Garrett,  and 
" .orweb  spet  imens  suggests,  rather,  that  the  entire  issue  was  being  coined  at  one  time 
f  urther,  it  make  ,  no  logi<  al  sense  to  strike  trials  or  patterns  at  the  same  time,  and  from 
the  same  dies,  as  the  regular  circulation  issues. 


1776  Continental  Currency  Penny 

Newman  1-B.  Rarity-7. 

Tied  for  Second  Finest  Known 


2452  1776  Continental  currency  penny.  Brass.  N  1-B.  Beaded  rings  par¬ 

tially  cut  into  lines.  EF-45,  tied  for  second  finest  known.  Rarity-7, 
eight  traced.  264.7  grains.  37.4mm.  5°.  CURENCY.  Pleasing  deep 
brown  surfaces  with  lighter  golden  highlights.  Reverse  rim  irregu¬ 
lar  at  11:30.  Mount  skillfully  removed  at  12:00,  visible  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  rim,  but  no  damage  to  surfaces.  Obverse  die  state:  no  break, 
equivalent  to  the  preceding.  Reverse  die  state:  identical  to  the 
preceding  lightweight  specimen  and  equivalent  to  Picker:  117,  a 
pewter  example  of  N  1-B.  Sharper  than  the  Newman  specimen; 
the  Norweb  specimen  in  the  preceding  lot;  Robison:  87;  and  the 
Crosby  Plate  VIII,  15  example.  Overall  equivalent  to  Roper:  198 
and  Garrett:  1489.  The  Carter:  204  specimen  appears  to  be  the 
finest  known  to  us. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1955. 

Eric  Newman's  numbering  system  for  the  Continental  currency  pieces  assigned  differ¬ 
ent  letters  to  different  stages  of  recutting  of  the  same  reverse  die.  Additionally,  his  ob¬ 
verse  5  is  a  recut  stage  of  his  obverse  4.  In  actuality,  there  are  but  four  obverse  and 
two  reverse  dies,  known  in  various  stages  of  recutting,  in  four  grand  combinations 
The  following  technical  die  listing  makes  these  comments  clearer: 


Obverse 

Reverse 

Newman 

Norweb  Lot 

1 

A 

1-A 

2450 

1 

A.l 

1-B 

2451  &  2452 

1 

A. 2 

1-C 

2453  &  2454 

1.1 

A.3 

1.1-C 

2 

A. 3 

2-C 

2455 

3 

B 

3-D 

245b  &  2457 

4 

B 

4-D 

4.1 

B 

5-D 

2458 
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1776  Continental  Currency  Dollar 

Struck  in  Pewter 
Early  Obverse  State 


2453  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  1-C.  VF-20.  Rarity-3- 

for  dies  and  metal,  Rarity-6  for  die  state.  272.9  grains.  39.7mm. 
100°.  CURENCY.  Dark  gray.  Usual  ornamented  edge:  twin  olive 
leaf  design.  Early  obverse  state,  with  the  break  just  a  single  line 
connecting  the  upper  serif  of  G  to  its  neighboring  I. 

Purchased  privately  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

See  the  next  lot  for  a  detailed  description  of  the  final  die  state  of  this  reverse.  This 
present  piece  corresponds  to  that  one,  save  that  the  W  of  DELAWARE  is  different  in 
shape  from  Newman's  B  reverse  and  touches  the  line;  in  the  next  recutting  of  the  die, 
the  W  is  smaller  and  doesn't  touch  the  line. 


1776  Continental  Currency  Dollar 

Struck  in  Pewter 
Outstanding  Quality 


2454  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  1-C.  MS-60  to  63,  out¬ 

standing  quality.  Rarity-3  for  the  dies.  260.8  grains.  39.0mm.  45 
CURENCY.  Rich  medium  gray  with  some  prooflike  surface.  Well 
struck.  Slightly  off  center  at  the  top  of  the  reverse,  but  nothing 
materially  affected.  Usual  ornamented  edge:  twin  olive  leaves. 
Obverse  die  state:  very  late  state  of  the  obverse  break,  reaching 
now  from  top  of  G  down  to  left  base  N,  right  top  O,  to  rims;  and 
from  top  I  through  first  circle;  cud  beneath  right  base  N,  touches 
T,  to  top  of  A.  Another  forming  to  right  of  serif  of  T  to  top  of 
neighboring  A.  Cud  now  formed  over  tops  GI  of  FUGIO.  Reverse 
die  state:  a  further  recutting  of  this  die,  later  than  the  pewter  in 
the  preceding  lot  and  later  than  the  usually  seen  pewter  speci¬ 
mens  from  this  die:  K  in  NEW  YORKE  recut;  Y  of  JERSEY  strong; 


W  of  DELAWARE  smaller  than  on  preceding  lot,  doesn't  touch 
line  of  circle;  M/M,  A/A,  R/R  in  MARYLAND;  G/G,  A'A  in  VIR¬ 
GINIA;  N  recut,  IL  touch,  no  line  beneath  IL  in  N.  CAROLIN; 
R/R,  O/O,  L  touches  line,  no  line  under  IN  in  S.  CAROLIN;  G  G, 
I/I,  A/A  in  GEORGIA,  line  break  under  IA. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  June 
7,  1958. 

With  the  kind  cooperation  of  Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman,  two  of  his  pewter  specimens  were 
sent  to  ANACS  for  x-ray  spectrograph ic  analysis.  The  results  were  as  follows:  N  1-R 
Tin:  72%,  lead.  26%,  copper:  1%,  other  trace  elements.  N  1-C.  Tin  84%,  lead:  13%, 
copper:  1.5%,  other  trace  elements.  This  analysis  clearly  establishes  the  fact  that  these 
pieces  were  made  of  a  metal  appropriately  called  pewter,  or  more  technically,  Lev  metal 
The  older  theory  that  these  were  made  of  over  90%  tin  can  be  laid  to  rest  now. 
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2455  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  2-C.  VF-30/EF-40. 
Low  Rarity-3-.  244.8  grains.  39.7mm.  40°.  CURRENCY.  Medi¬ 
um  gray,  a  few  dark  obverse  spots.  Many  obverse  nicks  and  small 
gouges.  Softly  struck  center  of  the  obverse.  Usual  ornamented 
edge  device:  twin  olive  leaves.  The  curve  in  the  outer  circle  in 
the  obverse,  beneath  RE,  is  interesting.  One  can  see  the  original 
correctly  placed  line  beneath  this  additional  curve.  This  does  not 
appear  to  be  damage,  but  rather  a  phenomenon  of  striking  akin 
to  suction,  resulting  in  metal  displacement. 


2457  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  3-D.  VF-30.  281.3 

grains.  40.7mm.  160°.  E.G.  FECIT.  Dark  gray.  Slightly  bent.  Ob¬ 
verse  gouge  at  1:00;  corrosion  on  the  obverse,  somewhat  more 
on  the  reverse.  Usual  ornamented  edge  device,  also  imperfectly 
applied  as  on  the  preceding  lot.  Obverse  and  reverse  die  states 
as  the  preceding. 

Purchased  privately  from  Thomas  Elder  in  May  1935. 


Nice  E.G.  FECIT  Specimen 

Newman  3-D.  Pewter 


2456  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  3-D.  MS-60  to  63, 

lustrous.  Rarity-3.  252.8  grains.  40.0mm.  305°.  E.G.  FECIT.  Bright 
silver  gray.  Edge  device  of  twin  olive  leaves  imperfectly  applied 
in  the  press,  only  one  band  visible  over  most  of  the  circumfer¬ 
ence.  Full  sun  face,  with  eyes,  nose,  cheeks,  and  mouth  sharply 
struck  and  visible  without  the  aid  of  magnification!  Old  flaw  in 
the  center  of  the  obverse  field;  scratches  over  date  and  ENCY. 
A  very  sharp  impression,  indeed.  Obverse  die  state:  clash  marks 
under  second  T;  G  of  FUGIO  recut;  I  in  BUSINESS  repunched 
three  times.  Reverse  die  state:  reverse  center  sinking,  break  around 
and  through  centers  of  state  circles;  R/E  in  AMERICAN;  E/E,  A/A, 
W/W  in  DELAWARE;  A/A  (second)  in  MARYLAND. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1956. 
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The  Legendary  Newman  5-D 


Lot  2458 
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The  Legendary  Newman  5-D 

Unknown  to  Crosby 
The  Sole  Specimen  Traced 
First  Auction  Appearance  Ever 


2458  1776  Continental  currency  dollar.  Pewter.  N  5-D.  Rarity-8,  two 

recorded  but  the  only  one  presently  known.  Floriated  cross  at 
end  of  obverse  legend.  AU-50.  302.0  grains,  heavy  weight. 
38.8mm.  180°.  CURRENCY.  Deep,  attractive  gray.  Few  old  marks, 
but  none  which  detract  from  the  importance  of  the  piece.  Plain 
edge,  no  trace  of  any  edge  device  ever  applied  to  this  piece.  Struck 
from  the  fourth  obverse  die  used  for  the  coinage,  that  with  the 
CURRENCEY  misspelling,  corrected  to  CURRENCY  by  impress¬ 
ing  Y  over  E  and  a  floriated  cross  over  the  final  Y  of  the  original. 
Obverse  die  state:  Y  cut  over  E,  floriated  cross  over  Y,  a  recutting 
of  obverse  4.  Recutting  of  Y  over  E  was  easy  to  do,  but  as  noth¬ 
ing  could  go  over  the  final,  incorrect  Y,  a  floral  design  was  expe¬ 
diently  adopted.  This,  however,  may  have  been  unsatisfactory, 
accounting  for  the  rarity  of  the  combination.  Reverse  die  state: 
nearly  as  seen  on  the  preceding  two  specimens  of  3-D,  sinking 
in  center,  but  slightly  earlier.  Earlier  development  than  on  Robi¬ 
son:  90,  another  3-D.  The  second  specimen  known,  the  other  be¬ 
ing  the  piece  plated  by  Taxay  and  Newman  and  said  to  be  a  rub¬ 
bing  taken  by  Edgar  Adams  for  his  notebook,  which  is  now  in 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  library.  That  piece  was  very 
tight  on  the  right  obverse,  while  the  Norweb  coin  shows  a  strong 
border  above  CURRENCY.  Additionally,  the  Norweb  piece  is  tight 


on  the  reverse,  with  the  circle  around  MASSACHS  cut  by  the  edge 
of  the  coin;  the  Adams  rubbing  piece  had  a  wider  border  at  that 
point  on  the  coin.  However,  no  hint  or  rumor  of  the  Adams  rub¬ 
bing  coin  has  surfaced  and  it  must  be  considered  lost  today.  A 
major  rarity,  and  perhaps  the  only  opportunity  to  acquire  this 
legendary  specimen  for  another  generation  or  so. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  11,  1937;  possi¬ 
bly,  earlier  ex  Brand  Collection. 

Given  the  rarity  of  N  4-D  and  5-D,  each  being  Rarity-8;  and  the  die  break  progres¬ 
sion  on  this,  4-D,  and  3-D;  it  appears  that  obverses  4  and  5  were  being  used  at  the 
same  time  as  3,  all  in  combination  with  a  failing  reverse  D.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
note  if  any  N  3-D  shows  the  very  early  state  of  the  break  on  the  reverse.  It  could  be 
that  N  4-D  was  cut  as  the  first  new  die  pair  after  2-C,  altered  to  5-D,  the  reverse  breaks 
in  its  first  marriage,  then  obverse  3  cut  by  Elisha  Gallaudet  and  married  to  reverse  D. 

There  appears  to  be  a  die  axis  distinction  to  be  made  between  N  1-A  through  2-C, 
and  3-D  through  5-D  combinations.  The  former  mostly  line  up  close  to  "medal  turn' 
(35°,  20°,  5°,  100°,  45°,  40°,  the  fourth  being  the  only  large  discrepancy  in  this  observa¬ 
tion).  The  latter  are  less  regular  (305°,  160°,  180°).  The  significance  of  this  is  unknown, 
but  is  suggestive  of  a  second,  discrete  run  of  the  pieces.  Further,  the  lack  of  links  be¬ 
tween  the  groups  and  the  close  links  within  each  separate  group  also  suggest  a  clear 
distinction  between  the  two.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  first  group  was  struck  in 
New  York  City  in  )uly-August,  1776,  the  second  in  or  near  Philadelphia  later.  The  die 
axis  distinctions  pointed  to  above  may  support  this  contention,  but  are  also  explaina¬ 
ble  as  a  second  run  of  the  coinage  struck  off  in  the  chaotic  conditions  In  New  fork 
City  in  early  September  1776. 
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2459  1783  Treaty  of  Paris  medal.  Betts-614.  Rarity-7-.  Pewter.  EF-40. 

358.6  grains.  40.2mm.  225°.  Outstanding  condition,  as  the  majority 
grade  in  the  Good-Fine  range.  Medium  gray  in  color.  No  distract¬ 
ing  marks.  Full  rims,  not  ragged  or  bumped  as  seen  on  others 
(Newman  plate,  for  example).  Ornamented  edge,  resembling  that 
found  on  the  Continental  currency  dollars,  pennies,  and  pewter 
specimens;  deriving  ultimately  from  the  style  of  the  Spanish  co¬ 
lonial  8  reales.  Other  edge  styles  are  known  on  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
medal,  namely:  plain  edge  (Yale  University,  ex  Betts);  lettered 
(per  Bett's  description  of  the  Clay  specimen).  A  lettered  edge 
specimen  was  once  in  the  Bushnell  Collection,  but  has  been  lost 
since  the  late  1880s.  Appleton  owned  an  ornamented  edge  speci¬ 
men  at  one  time. 

Obverse  type:  the  Indian  princess  representative  of  America 
confronting  Britannia  seated,  a  dove  of  peace  bearing  an  olive 
branch  flying  from  the  latter  toward  the  former,  St.  Paul's,  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  background,  Monument  beside,  ship-of-the-line  in  the 
background  FELICITAS:BRITANNIA:ET: AMERICA,  MDCCL 
XXIII/SEP,T4  beneath  the  exergual  line.  Reverse  type:  said  to  be 
modeled  on  Newman's  reverse  C  of  the  Continental  currency 
coinage,  with  New  Hampshire  placed  to  the  right  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  at  the  top  of  the  die.  The  date  in  the  exergue  of  the 
obverse  is  that  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  1783,  which  was  actually 
signed  on  September  3,  not  4.  Both  the  die  work  and  axis  sug¬ 


gest  U.S.  manufacture,  not  British.  The  date  of  the  piece  is  prob¬ 
ably  to  be  put  before  1790,  or  at  least  while  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
was  still  fresh  enough  in  the  mind  to  make  the  proclamation  of 
its  day  and  month  important  and  readily  recognizable.  Once  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  the  highest  rarity.  Betts  knew  of  only  two;  our 
own  description  of  the  piece  in  the  Scott  Collection  catalogue  (June 
1975)  listed  but  three  specimens;  while  by  the  time  of  the  Gar¬ 
rett  sale  (October  1980)  four  were  known. 

Purchased  privately  from  Baldwin’s  in  1961. 

The  following  specimens  are  known  today. 

1.  British  Museum,  tied  for  finest  known,  Uncirculated.  Cf.  page  61, 

British  Historical  Medals. 

2.  John  J.  Ford  Collection,  tied  with  number  1  above,  ex  Brand 
Collection. 

3.  New  England  Collection. 

4.  Norweb. 

5.  Garrett:  1494. 

6.  Bewers  and  Ruddy/Scott:  71,  ex  Boyd. 

7.  Yale  University  Collection,  plain  edge. 

8.  ANS. 

9.  Newman  plate. 

10.  Major  eastern  collection. 

11.  Second  eastern  collection. 

12.  NASCA  (11/87):  220. 

The  writer  expresses  appreciation  to  both  John  J.  Ford,  |r  and  Carl  Carlson  for  their 
help  with  the  census  information  presented  above 


1783  Treaty  of  Paris  Medal 


Very  Scarce  Betts-614 
With  ' 'Continental  Currency"  Reverse 
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Connecticut  Copper 
Coinage 

The  Norvveb  Collection  of  Connecticut  coppers  contains 
260  different  pieces,  comprising  231  of  the  350  known  varie¬ 
ties,  or  a  total  of  66%!  Thus,  it  can  be  ranked  among  the  larger 
of  the  modern  collections  of  Connecticut  coppers.  Statisti¬ 
cally,  21  of  the  30  known  varieties  of  the  1785  coppers  are 
included,  or  70%;  25  of  the  42  varieties  of  the  1786  coppers, 
or  59%;  158  of  the  241  1787  copper  varieties,  or  66%;  and 
27  of  the  37  varieties  of  the  1788  coppers,  or  73%.  Of  the  to¬ 
tal  number  of  pieces  contained  in  the  collection  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  coppers  fully  90%  were  purchased  before  1915:  either 
by  Albert  Holden,  Emery  May  Norweb's  father,  before  1913; 
or  by  the  executors  of  his  estate  between  the  years  1913  and 
1915:  Mrs.  Norweb  herself  purchased  only  10%  of  the  total, 
although  these  purchases  did  include  some  of  the  most 
noteworthy  rarities  conserved  in  the  collection  today. 

Shortly  before  his  death  in  May  1913,  Albert  Holden  re¬ 
ceived  on  approval  a  large  collection  of  Connecticut  coppers. 
As  he  was  in  failing  health  at  the  time,  and  the  cartons  that 
held  the  coppers  were  not  opened.  Following  his  death,  the 
executors  of  the  estate  found  the  collection  and  purchased 
it,  sight  unseen.  Unfortunately  for  posterity,  no  records  of 
the  purchase  were  preserved,  but  it  can  be  said  that  all  were 
from  a  single  vendor  and  may  represent  one  single  collec¬ 
tion.  Originally,  all  were  housed  in  collectors'  envelopes,  only 
a  few  of  which  remain  to  the  present  day.  These  survive  past¬ 
ed  into  Mrs.  Norweb's  inventory  books,  under  entries  that 
we  know  were  created  circa  1935.  Where  such  envelopes 
were  preserved,  we  have  included  verbatim  the  wording  that 
appears  on  them.  Some  of  these  envelopes  appear  to  be  in 
Dr.  Thomas  Hall's  hand,  and  therefore,  we  can  conclude  that 
some  Hall  Collection  pieces  were  in  the  larger  collection 
found  in  Albert  Holden's  house  on  his  death.  Later,  coppers 
were  stored  for  decades  in  2  x  2  manila  envelopes.  Such  stor¬ 
age  has  imparted  iridescent  purple  and  green  toning  to  many 
of  the  coppers  to  be  found  below. 

The  outstanding  piece  in  the  collection  is  the  Rarity-8  1787 
M  1.4-WW,  one  of  only  two  such  known.  Among  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  collection,  15  specimens  bear  ratings  of  Rarity-7- 
to  Rarity-7+.  The  collection  presents  a  rare  opportunity  for 
collectors  of  this  complex  series  to  find  in  one  collection  near¬ 
ly  three  quarters  of  all  the  known  varieties  of  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  copper  series. 

We  call  the  reverse  seated  figure,  clearly  modelled  after  Bri¬ 
tannia,  Liberty,  as  she  is  plainly  symbolic;  however,  the  fig¬ 
ure  might  just  as  well  be  called  Independence,  or  even 
Connecticut! 


2460  1785  Connecticut.  Miller  1-E.  VF-20/F-12.  Rarity-5.  141.8  grains. 
28.9mm.  180°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Reverse  off  center,  as  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  this  combination,  and  softly  struck  (see  Taylor:  2292 
for  a  very  similar  example). 

Purchased  for  Albert  Holden's  estate,  between  1913-1915. 

2461  Group  of  1785  Connecticut  coppers.  M  2-A.4.  F-12.  Rarity-5.  142.3 
grains.  29.2mm.  180°.  Flan  flawed,  laminated,  consequently  weak 
in  detail;  M  3.1-L.  Fair-2/G-6.  Rarity-4.  133.2  grains.  28.6mm.  165°. 
Porous.  Obverse  very  indistinct,  but  state  seems  to  be  3.1  rather 
than  3.2;  M  3.2-L.  VG-8  to  F-12.  Rarity-4.  135.6  grains.  28.2mm. 
195°.  Reverse  flawed.  Reverse  die  not  buckled,  an  earlier  state  than 
Taylor:  2302;  M  3.3-F.3.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  147.7  grains.  28.5mm.  160°. 
Obverse  flawed;  reverse  old  scratches.  Some  areas  (notably  on 
the  reverse)  sharper  than  the  technical  grade;  M  3.4-F.l.  F-12. 
Rarity- 3.  134.6  grains.  28.5mm.  165°.  The  unusual  coloring  of  this 
piece  is  a  direct  result  of  its  long  storage  in  a  manila  envelope. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

The  first  purchased  from  Richard  Picker;  the  second  by  Albert  Hold¬ 
en  from  Henry  Chapman  before  1913;  the  last  three  between  1913  and 
1915. 


2462  1785  Connecticut.  M  3.1-A.3.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  128.1  grains.  28.3mm. 
195°.  Dark,  glossy  brown.  Sharpness  and  technical  grades  roughly 
congruent,  reverse  usually  softly  struck  (see  Taylor:  2297).  Im¬ 
mediately  recognizable  obverse,  O  in  AUCTORI  first  punched  in 
too  low  on  the  die,  later  corrected. 

Purchased  between  1913  and  1915. 


1785  M  3.1-F.3 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2463  1785  Connecticut.  M  3.1-F.3.  F-12/AG-3,  among  the  finest  known. 
134.8  grains.  28.3mm.  175°.  Rarity- 7,  eight  known:  ANS;  Taylor: 
2299;  two  ex  Barnsley;  two  others  in  private  collections.  Obverse 
sharper  than  the  Taylor  coin,  but  reverse  considerably  weaker. 
Reverse  deeply  flawed,  similar  to  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

This  combination  unknown  to  Miller.  First  discovered  circa  1955,  first  published  bv 
the  late  Richard  Picker  in  The  Colonial  Newsletter,  Volume  11,  no.  1,  p  2. 
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2464  1785  Connecticut.  M  3.1-L.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  136.7  grains.  28.5mm. 
170°.  Rim  cracked  at  9:00  on  the  obverse.  Dark  golden  brown.  Very 
close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 


2465  1785  Connecticut.  M  3.4-F.2.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  98.8  grains.  29.3mm, 
wide  flan!  170°.  Deep,  rich  golden  brown.  Planchet  cutter  clip  at 
1:00  on  the  obverse.  Centers  soft.  Old  obverse  scratches.  Slight¬ 
ly  later  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2307.  An  exceptionally  low  weight 
specimen  of  this  early  issue  (compare  Taylor:  2307,  at  140.6  grains). 

Purchased  between  1923-1915. 

2466  Group  of  1785  Connecticut  coppers.  M  3.5-B.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  139.3 
grains.  28.2mm.  160°.  Microscopically  porous;  M  4.3-A.2. 
F-12/VG-6.  Rarity-3.  130.2  grains.  28.3mm.  180°.  Scratched.  Ob¬ 
verse  state  earlier  than  Taylor:  2312,  struck  from  the  reverse  be¬ 
fore  it  failed  at  INDE;  M  4.4-C.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  147.9  grains.  28.1mm. 
165°.  Flawed;  M  5-F.5.  G-4/AG-3.  Rarity-4.  150.0  grains.  28.5mm. 
170°.  Later  obverse  state  than  Lot  2469  below,  but  not  as  late  as 
Taylor:  2318.  Reverse  state  earlier  than  the  Taylor  coin;  M  6.4-1. 
VG-8/G-4.  Rarity- 3.  119.3  grains.  28.4mm.  165°.  Late  die  states:  re¬ 
verse  failing  and  obverse  sinking  behind  head.  Old  reverse  nicks. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

The  first  four  purchased  between  1913-1915;  the  last  from  Richard 
Picker,  date  unrecorded. 

2467  1785  Connecticut.  M  4.1-F.4.  F-15.  The  'African  Head"  variety. 
Rarity-1.  135.2  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Medium  golden  brown  iri¬ 
descence  on  the  obverse.  Reverse  off  center  and  scratched. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2468  1785  Connecticut.  M  4. 3-D.  F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  143.5  grains. 
28.3mm.  175°.  Rich,  golden  brown.  Technical  grade  for  this  die 
combination,  which  is  always  soft.  Sharpness  of  F-12  to  15.  Later 
obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2314,  and  later  than  when  used  in  com¬ 
bination  with  reverse  A. 2. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 


2469  1785  Connecticut.  M  5-F.5.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  146.1  grains.  28.3mm. 
170°.  Sharpness  of  VF-20  to  VF-30  in  some  areas.  Rich,  golden 
brown  with  iridescence  on  the  obverse.  Early  obverse  state,  earlier 
than  Taylor:  2317.  Minor  rim  clip  at  11:30  on  the  obverse. 
Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2470  1785  Connecticut.  M  6.1-A.l.  VF-30/20.  Rarity-5.  125.3  grains. 

28.7mm.  180°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Obverse  die  sinking  in  field 
under  EC;  reverse  shows  damage  from  clashing.  Not  quite  as  late 
a  state  as  Taylor:  2320,  but  later  than  when  the  reverse  is  used 
in  combination  with  obverse  2.  Microscopically  porous. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


1785  M  6.2-F.l 

Condition  Census 
Latest  Obverse  State 


2471  1785  Connecticut.  M  6.2-F.l.  EF-45,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-3. 

136.6  grains.  28.8mm.  180°.  Exceptional  sharpness,  sharper  than 
the  Pine  Tree/E. A.C.  or  the  Appleton-M.H.S.  specimens,  and 
slightly  nicer  than  the  Taylor:  2321  coin!  Very  late  obverse  state, 
the  latest  seen,  later  even  than  Taylor:  2321  and  2322.  Columnar 
die  defect  has  now  extended  past  the  effigy's  forehead  to  reach 
the  rim  beside  first  C  at  about  12:30.  Additionally,  other  breaks 
have  developed  parallel  to  it,  covering  the  point  of  the  effigy's 
eye,  and  running  beneath  his  chin.  Minor  obverse  rim  clip  at  11:30. 
An  attractive,  rich,  deep  brown  specimen.  An  important  coin. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 


M  6.3-G.l 


Rarely  Seen  Die  States 


2472  1785  Connecticut.  M  6.3-G.l.  F-15.  Rarity-3.  135.0  grains.  28.7mm. 

185°.  Light  golden  brown,  with  some  iridescence.  Later  obverse 
state  than  Taylor:  2323  and  2324,  not  quite  as  late  as  Taylor:  2325. 
Reverse  also  later  than  Taylor:  2323  and  2324.  Both  dies  are  now 
sinking  in  their  centers. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

Reverses  G.l  and  G.2  appear  to  be  the  same  die,  after  grinding  and  recutting  some 
elements.  See  Taylor:  2325  for  a  detailed  description 
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2473  1783  Connecticut.  M  7.1-D.  F-12.  Rarity-6-.  137.7  grains.  28.7mm. 

180  .  Dark  brown  obverse,  lighter  brown  reverse.  Reverse  with 
verdigris.  The  grade  is  technical,  obverse  sharpness  of  VF-20,  re¬ 
verse  of  VG-8,  due  to  the  deep  obverse  die  sinking.  Die  states 
equivalent  to  Taylor:  2331. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2474  1785  Connecticut.  M  8-D.  G-4/VG-8.  Rarity-6.  136.2  grains. 

28.2mm.  170°.  Greenish  brown,  inactive  verdigris.  Typical  obverse 
state  for  this  die,  slightly  later  than  Taylor:  2334  but  earlier  than 
Taylor:  2335. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2475  1786  Connecticut.  M  1-A.  VF-30.  Rarity-5-.  135.0  grains.  28.0mm. 

155°.  Rich,  golden  brown.  Same  obverse  state  as  Taylor:  2336,  with 
"double  chin"  break  beneath  effigy's  chin.  Not  quite  as  nice  as 
the  Taylor  coin,  but  a  representative  example  of  the  variety. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

Dana  Linett's  auction  sale  of  September  1987,  Lot  2088,  contained  a  later  state  of 
these  dies  ably  catalogued  by  Jeff  Rock. 


2476  1786  Connecticut.  M  2. 1-A.  VF-20.  Rarity-3.  85.5  grains.  27.8mm. 

335°.  Deep  golden  brown  obverse,  darker  reverse.  Usual  thin,  light¬ 
weight  planchet.  All  known  are  struck  with  this  die  alignment. 
Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


1786  M  2.1-D.3 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2477  1786  Connecticut.  M  2.1-D.3.  VF-20.  Rarity-7.  150.0  grains.  28.3mm. 
150°.  Dark  brown  surfaces,  lighter  golden  brown  high  points. 
Microscopic  porosity.  An  attractive  specimen.  Finer  than  the  Pine 
Tree/E.  A.C.,  ANS  specimens.  A  tie  to  Taylor:  2339,  if  not  slightly 
finer.  Unusually  heavy  flan. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 

2478  Group  of  coppers:  1786  Connecticut.  M  3-D.l.  AG-3/Fair-2. 
Rarity-5.  120.7  grains.  28mm.  155°.  Very  porous;  M  4.1-G.  F-15  to 
VF-20.  Rarity-2.  148.9  grains.  27.9mm.  180°.  Usual  softness  at  the 
start  of  the  obverse  legend,  reverse  rim  clip  at  12:00;  M  4.4-C. 
VF-20.  Rarity-3.  132.3  grains.  28.3mm.  150°.  Obverse  flawed;  M 
5.1-H.l.  Technical  F-12.  Rarity-5.  135.1  grains.  28.1mm.  225°.  Deep 
reverse  flaws.  Very  late  obverse  state  with  the  bulge  quite  pro¬ 
nounced;  M  5.2-1.  VG-8.  Rarity- 3.  123.7  grains.  28.3mm.  220°.  Dark 
green.  Reverse  scratched.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

The  first  four  purchased  between  1913-1915;  the  last  by  Albert  Hold¬ 
en  from  Henri /  Chapman  before  1913. 

2479  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.2-H.l.  VF-20.  Rarity-5+.  153.5  grains. 
28.2mm.  220°.  Rich,  golden  brown  with  some  rosy  highlights. 
Struck  from  a  shallow  relief  obverse  die. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2480  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.2-1.  VF-30.  Rarity- 3.  118.6  grains.  28.5mm. 
220°  Dark  brown.  Microscopically  porous.  Sharpness  congruent 
with  technical  grade,  but  centers  soft,  as  made.  Very  nearly  equiva¬ 
lent  to  Taylor:  2353  for  quality,  save  for  the  soft  centers. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2481  Group  of  coppers:  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.2-L.  AG-3  to  G-4. 
Rarity-6-.  108.5  grains.  28.1mm.  345°.  Planchet  cutter  lip  visible. 
Very  late  obverse  state,  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2355.  Similarly  late 
reverse  state;  M  5.3-N.  F-12.  The  "Hercules  Head"  variety.  Rarity-2. 
147.9  grains.  27.8mm.  185°.  Deep  reverse  pit.  Late  reverse  state, 
later  than  Taylor:  2358,  about  as  advanced  as  Taylor:  2360,  when 
in  combination  with  5.4  obverse.  It  is  possible  that  5.3  and  5.4  ob¬ 
verses  were  in  use  at  the  same  time;  M  5.3-N.  F-12/VG-6.  The  "Her¬ 
cules  Head"  variety.  Rarity-2.  124.6  grains.  27.7mm.  180'.  Dark. 
Very  late  reverse  state,  like  the  preceding;  M  5.4-G.  F-15,  Rarity-2. 
158.2  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Sharpness  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2359, 
but  this  specimen  burnished  in  the  fields.  The  inventory  book 
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recording  this  specimen  notes:  "57-0.2.  From  More  Jan.  1904.  This 
specimen  does  not  show  the  group  of  points.";  M  5.4-0. 1.  F-12. 
Rarity-2.  140.4  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Obverse  slightly  off  center. 
Reverse  edge  flaw  which  appears  like  a  bump.  Obverse  flawed 
at  11:00.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

The  first  from  Richard  Picker;  the  rest  purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2482  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.2-0  2.  VG-8  to  F-12.  Rarity-6.  133.8  grains. 
28mm.  180°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Bent  flan.  Later  obverse  and 
reverse  states  than  Taylor:  2357.  Planchet  damaged  after  striking. 
From  Richard  Picker. 


2483  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.4-G.  VI^20.  Rarity-2.  141.6  grains.  28.5mm. 
185°.  Rich,  dark  brown.  A  nice  coin,  equal  in  eye  appeal  to  Tay¬ 
lor:  2359,  as  well  as  in  overall  sharpness.  Technical  grade  also  equal 
to  the  Taylor  coin.  Reverse  minor  striations  at  the  base  of  Liberty's 
figure,  as  often  found.  Light  iridescence  on  both  faces,  from  long 
storage  in  a  manila  envelope. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2484  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.4-0. 1.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  144.5  grains.  28.3mm. 
180°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Smooth  obverse,  some  reverse  pitting. 
Incusations  from  the  exergual  line  and  date  visible  above  the  ef¬ 
figy's  head  on  the  obverse.  A  nice,  sharp  specimen,  and  a  later 
obverse  state  than  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2485  An  important  assortment.  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.4-0.1.  F-12. 
Rarity-2.  147.7  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Dark,  deep  reverse  flaws.  The 
inventory  book  entry  recording  this  piece  reads:  "5.4-0. 1.  There 
is  a  question  as  to  the  classification  of  this  reverse.  I  have  never 
seen  a  specimen  showing  the  period  between  ET  and  LIB.  Of  the 
obverse  there  is  no  question.  See  Crosby  Plate  V,  8  for  obverse."; 
M  5.7-H.l.  F-12/VG-8.  Rarity-5.  151.5  grains.  28.2mm.  260°.  Uni¬ 
formly  porous.  Obverse  state  as  the  specimen  to  follow  in  Lot 
2488  below,  reverse  sharper  than  that  coin;  M  5.9-B.l.  VF-20. 
Rarity-6.  158.3  grains.  28.4mm.  280°.  Severe  obverse  planchet  flaw, 
probably  once  a  lamination,  TORI,  punctuation,  and  effigy's  head 
one  quarter  missing.  Consequent  reverse  weakness  from  3:00  to 
5:30,  final  date  digit  gone.  Reverse  die  state  earlier  than  Taylor: 
2374;  M  5.9-Q.  F-12.  Rarity-6-.  135.6  grains.  28.2mm.  175°.  Light¬ 
ly  lacquered,  devices  tooled.  Numerous  planchet  fissures;  M 
5.10-L.  AG-3/ Fair-2.  Rarity-6.  125.5  grains.  28.1mm.  210°.  Very 
worn,  two  partial  punctures  on  the  obverse,  attribution  of  this 
piece  not  guaranteed.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

All  purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2486  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.5-M.  VF-30  to  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  146.6  grains. 

27.8mm.  190°.  Glossy  and  attractive  reddish  brown  obverse,  golden 
green  reverse.  Sharpness  nearly  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2362.  Ob¬ 
verse  die  state  later  than  Taylor:  2362  and  2363,  bulge  under  first 
O  on  the  obverse  into  field  before  forehead.  Reverse  die  state 
equivalent  to  the  Taylor  coins.  Struck  from  dies  which  had  clashed 
at  one  time.  A  few,  obverse  striations  noted. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2487  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.6-M.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  140.8  grains.  28.4mm. 
180°.  Dark  brown,  almost  black.  Obverse  bulge  extends  to  fore¬ 
head  and  below  in  field,  later  than  Taylor:  2364.  AUC  boldly 
repunched. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2488  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.7-H.l.  VF-20,  or  finer.  Rarity-5.  137.7  grains. 
28.2mm.  260°.  Crescent  shaped  depression  in  flan,  from  neck  to 
AU.  Obverse  state  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2366.  Reverse  usually  softly 
struck  below  the  knees.  Overall,  nicer  than  the  Taylor  specimen. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2489  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.8- F.  F-15.  Rarity-5.  138.3  grains.  27.8mm. 
180°.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Grade  is  technical,  reverse  less  sharp, 
obverse  congruent.  Late  reverse  state,  the  bulge  now  covers  base 
of  the  shield  and  86.  A  few  new  reverse  scratches. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2490  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.8-0.2.  VD20.  Rarity-4.  161.5  grains.  27.8mm. 
205°.  Smooth,  "wood-grain"  obverse;  reverse  striations  at  the  base. 
Reverse  state  late,  bulge  over  head.  This  does  not  appear  on  Tay¬ 
lor:  2373,  but  is  on  a  5.2-0.2  (Taylor:  2357),  so  this  reverse  die  was 
being  used  with  both  obverses  simultaneously. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


1786  M  5.9-Q 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2491  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.9-Q.  AU-50.  Rarity-6-.  131.7  grains. 

28.3mm.  190°.  Smooth  and  glossy,  golden  brown  surfaces.  Excep¬ 
tional  detail,  far  superior  to  the  three  Taylor  coins  (2376,  2377,  2378); 
better  centered,  struck,  and  technically  superior  to  the  Pine 
Tree/E. A.C.:  56  coin,  then  called  the  finest  known.  The  reverse 
shows  the  usual  break  at  the  tops  of  LIB.  Obverse  state  later  than 
the  Taylor  coins,  about  the  same  state  as  Taylor:  2375,  a  5.9-L,  prov¬ 
ing  the  obverse  was  married  to  two  reverses  simultaneously.  Full 
latitudinal  and  longitudinal  lines  on  the  globe. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955; 
at  the  time  of  purchase,  this  was  called  the  third  finest  known. 
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1786  M  5.10-L 


1787  M  1.1-VV 


Among  the  Finest  Known 


Possible  Discovery  Coin 


2492  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.10-L.  EF-45.  Rarity-6.  124.6  grains.  28.3mm. 
345°.  Attractive,  light  mahogany  brown  surfaces.  Smooth  obverse, 
striated  reverse  surface.  Undescribed  obverse  bulge,  obscuring 
UC  in  legend.  The  obverse  is  known  in  its  later  stages  to  show 
cracks  through  NE,  and  a  bulge  from  the  final  C  to  the  effigy's 
shoulder.  Technically  equivalent  to  the  Taylor  coin,  but  this  shows 
considerably  more  detail  and  is  superior,  in  this  writer's  opinion. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2493  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.11-R.  VG-8.  Rarity-6-.  127.5  grains.  28.1mm. 
175°.  Dark.  Porous.  Numerous  scratches  from  an  old  cleaning. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2494  1786  Connecticut.  M  5.14-S.  G-4/VG-6.  Rarity-6.  117.4  grains. 
28.5mm.  190°.  The  famous  ''Sword  Hilt"  variety,  here  barely  visi¬ 
ble.  Obverse  weak  on  the  left,  as  is  the  reverse.  Numerous  ob¬ 
verse  flaws.  The  note  in  the  inventory  book  recording  this  piece 
reads:  "From  Proskey's  stock  May  98.  3rd  specimen  found." 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

This  variety  was  first  published  by  Canfield  and  Ryder  in  their  Additions  and  Correc¬ 
tions  to  Miller's  listing  (1920),  but  clearly  the  variety  was  known  long  before  then. 


2495  1786  Connecticut.  M  6-K.  F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity-6-.  159.7  grains. 
28.2mm.  180°.  Attractive,  light  tan.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  as  Taylor:  2386.  86  in  the  date  usually  weak,  as  seen  on 
the  Taylor  coin,  as  well.  Centers  soft  and  faint,  also  typical  of  the 
variety. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2496  1787  Connecticut.  M  1.1-A.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  116.9  grains.  27.5mm. 
190°.  Dark  brown.  Porous.  One  rim  clip  at  10:00.  This  variety  is 
usually  found  clipped  (Taylor:  2390  showed  three  or  four  sepa¬ 
rate  clips!). 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2497  1787  Connecticut.  M  1.1-VV.  VG-6.  Rarity-6+.  96.7  grains.  27.7mm. 

145°.  Possibly,  the  discovery  coin.  Dark  brown  verging  on  black. 
Very  rough.  Usual  bulge  over  the  hair  ribbons  on  the  obverse. 
Struck  after  obverse  1.1  was  used  in  combination  with  reverse 
A.  The  obverse  and  weak  reverse  softness  visible  are  typical  of 
the  combination  (see  Taylor:  2392).  Pasted  into  the  inventory  book, 
recording  this  specimen,  is  the  front  of  its  old  envelope,  which 
reads: 

Reserved  specimen  1-1 
1787  W 

The  first  spec  found.  Bt.  from  a  lot  from  Steigerwalt 
Nov.  97. 

Abt.  1902  Mr.  Smith  found  a  second  specimen 
which  he  donated  to  me.  This  duplicate  then  in  cabi¬ 
net  exchanged  for  Mr.  Smith's  new  specimen. 

We  are  unsure  of  the  identity  of  the  individual  writing  this 
description.  From  the  handwriting,  he  was  certainly  not  Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hall. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 


2498  1787  Connecticut.  M  1.2-C.  AG-3/G-6.  Rarity-3.  149.4  grains. 
29.1mm.  190°.  Dark  and  glossy.  Obverse  rim  clip  at  1:00.  Very  late 
die  states,  after  lapping,  with  considerable  loss  of  definition  in 
the  legends,  and  elsewhere  on  the  dies.  Taylor:  2394  was  an  in¬ 
termediate  state,  earlier  than  this.  The  reverse  die  in  this  state  has 
sunken  in  a  crescent  shape  from  the  back  of  Liberty's  head  to 
the  top  of  the  shield. 

Purchased  between  1913-1915. 

2499  1787  Connecticut.  M  1.3-L.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  131.9  grains.  27.8mm. 
155°.  Dark  brown,  very  porous.  Full  reverse  INDE,  which  letters 
are  usually  faint  and  indistinct  (see  Taylor:  2396,  for  example). 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  April  23,  1955, 
possibly  from  their  45th  sale. 
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Legendary  1787  M  1.4-WW 


Liberty  Seated  Right 

The  Only  Such  Appearance  in  the  Series 


Finest  of  Two  Known 

First  Auction  Appearance  In  Over  a  Century 


2500  1787  Connecticut.  M  1.4-WW.  Very  Fine.  Rarity-8,  two  known, 

the  finest  of  the  two.  127.1  grains.  30.2mm,  broad  flan.  195c.  The 
only  appearance  of  these  dies.  Known  to  Miller  (1920)  only 
through  Dr.  Hall's  notes.  A  distinct  type  in  the  Connecticut  cop¬ 
per  series,  with  the  figure  of  figure  seated  right  as  on  the  Nova 
Eboracs  and  the  Non  Vi  Virtute  Vici  coppers,  but  no  others! 

Struck  on  a  broad  flan,  with  full  denticulation  showing.  Trivi¬ 
al  planchet  roughness,  now  appearing  glossy  brown.  Both  dies 
severely  buckled  in  their  centers,  obscuring  most  of  the  effigy's 
face  and  parts  of  the  goddess'  midsection.  This  probably  accounts 
for  the  rarity  of  the  variety,  as  presumably  the  dies  failed  very 
early  on.  Full  obverse  and  reverse  legends.  The  seated  figure,  cap 
on  pole,  and  globe  are  done  in  the  style  of  the  M  1.1  and  M  1.2 
dies  of  1787.  Spindly,  half-hearted  rendition  of  the  olive  branch. 

Unpedigreed  earlier  than  its  sale  by  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company  on  November  20,  1957  to  Mrs.  Norweb.  Said  to  have 
come  from  a  New  England  accumulation.  Two  known,  this  and 
Eric  P.  Newman's  specimen  (the  Taxay  plate  coin),  85.5  grains. 


Newman's  specimen  is  the  Betts-Lyman  Low/Colonel  Cutting 
(May  1898)  coin.  A  line  drawing  of  it  appeared  in  Betts'  mono¬ 
graph  (1886)  on  counterfeit  halfpennies.  The  Newman  coin  also 
was  struck  from  buckled  dies.  The  1.4-WW  listed  in  Chuck  Funk's 
"Connecticut  State  Coppers  in  the  Connecticut  State  Library 
Museum  Collection,"  Pennywise  (September  1986)  did  not  bear  an 
accession  or  museum  identification  number  and  according  to  the 
present  curator  is  not  in  the  collection. 

We  note  that  Dr.  Hall  felt  the  dies  were  Atlee's  work. 

It  is  impossible  to  know  how  long  one  will  have  to  wait  before 
the  reappearance  of  this  major  rarity  in  another  auction  oppor¬ 
tunity.  This  specimen  has  been  off  the  market  for  30  years,  and 
before  that  was  unknown  to  the  collecting  public.  The  only  oth¬ 
er  specimen  known,  Eric  P.  Newman's,  is  unlikely  to  become  avail¬ 
able  to  collectors.  The  sale  of  the  Norweb  specimen  will  set  a  new 
auction  record  for  a  Connecticut  copper. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Novem- 
ber  20,  1957. 
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2501  Group  of  pieces:  1787  Connecticut.  M  2-B.  VF-20.  Rarity-3.  142.5 
grains.  28.1mm.  20°.  Usual  incusations  from  clash  marks.  Die  states 
as  Taylor:  2397;  M  4-L.  F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity-1.  141.4  grains.  28.7mm. 
180°.  Rough.  Reddish  patina.  Early  state,  no  sign  of  the  "horned 
bust"  break  giving  this  die  its  nickname;  M  8-N.  F-12.  Rarity-4. 
153.5  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Golden  brown.  Iridescent  color  from 
long  storage  in  a  manila  envelope.  Rough.  Nicer  than  Taylor:  2410. 
The  inventory  book  recording  the  specimen  reads:  "From  Mou- 
gey  Apr.  '93";  M  8-0.  VG-8.  Rarity-3.  149.7  grains.  28.0mm.  85°. 
Dark  surfaces,  reddish  brown  high  points.  Obverse  die  in  same, 
if  not  earlier,  state  as  when  seen  with  8-N  (see  the  preceding). 
Probably  N  &  O  reverses  were  used  simultaneously  with  obverse 
8;  M  9-D.  VF-35.  Rarity-5.  111.7  grains.  27.0mm.  200°.  Smooth 
fields.  Very  rough  on  effigy.  Straight  edge  clip  12:00  to  1:00  on 
the  obverse,  not  a  planchet  cutter  clip.  N  in  INDE  repunched; 
M  10-E.  VG-6.  Rarity-6-.  127.0  grains.  28.0mm.  140°.  Dark  brown. 
Reverse  lamination.  Rim  break  U-I  as  on  Taylor:  2416.  The  marks 
in  the  effigy's  head  were  in  the  die,  see  Taylor:  2416!  Additional 
break  noted  from  the  top  of  the  wreath  to  quatrefoils  to  C;  M  13-D. 
VF-20.  Rarity-4.  130.8  grains.  27.4mm.  245°.  Dark  brown.  Many  re¬ 
verse  scratches.  Later  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2424  or  the  Pine 
Tree/E.  A.C.:  80  coin,  with  the  bulge  beneath  ON  and  final  C  very 
weak.  Break  over  OR  in  the  same  state  of  advancement  as  usual¬ 
ly  seen;  M  14-H.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  120.1  grains.  28.0mm.  210°.  Medi¬ 
um  golden  brown.  Planchet  cutter  lip  reverse  from  3:00  to  4:00. 
Reverse  die  clash,  ET  faint;  M  15-F.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-4.  145.4 
grains.  28.1mm.  205°.  Golden  brown.  Clipped  on  the  obverse  from 
4:00  to  6:00,  "saw-tooth"  edge;  M  16.1-m.  VG-8  to  F-12.  Rarity-4. 
153.2  grains.  28.4mm.  200°.  Golden  brown.  Obverse  very  rough 
behind  head.  Old  reverse  scratches. 

(Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  three  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  fourth  purchased  at  the 
same  time,  earlier  ex  S.H.  &  H.  Chapman/C.T.  Whitman  sale  (August 
10,  1893);  the  fifth  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  sixth  purchased  by 
Albert  Holden  before  1913;  the  balance  purchased  between  1913-1915, 
the  ninth  earlier  ex  Charles  Steigerwalt,  October  1895. 


Nice  "Horned  Bust"  Specimen 

Intermediate  Obverse  State 


2502  1787  Connecticut.  M  4-L.  VF-35.  Rarity-1.  138.8  grains.  28.0mm. 
190°.  Glossy  reddish  brown.  Some  minor  obverse  and  reverse 
roughness.  Well  centered.  Intermediate  obverse  die  state,  the  break 
does  not  touch  the  effigy's  bust  (as  on  Taylor:  2401).  No  visible 
undertype,  although  these  are  known  on  broad  New  Jersey  plan- 
chets.  A  nice  specimen  for  the  advanced  collector. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  5-P 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2503  1787  Connecticut.  M  5-P.  F-15.  Rarity-6.  126.2  grains.  28.1mm.  220°. 
Sharpness  and  technical  grades  congruent.  Reverse  rim  flaw.  Ob¬ 
verse  always  soft  at  the  lower  right  and  usually  off  center  in  that 
direction.  Reverse  here  unusually  well  centered,  and  with  full  date. 
R  from  a  P  punch,  D  from  superimposing  an  I  over  an  O  punch, 
B  from  a  altered  P  punch.  Nicer  than  Taylor:  2403,  and  a  near 
tie  to  Garrett's  in  terms  of  sharpness. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2504  1787  Connecticut.  M  6.1-M.  The  “Laughing  Head."  VF-30. 
Rarity-1.  133.6  grains.  28.4mm.  205°.  Dark  olive  green  and  brown. 
An  attractive  and  well-struck  example.  Minor  rim  clip  on  the  re¬ 
verse  at  11:30.  Reverse  T  and  right  stand  N  often  appear  weak, 
as  they  were  shallowly  cut  in  the  die.  A  coin  for  the  specialist. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2505  1787  Connecticut.  M  6.2-M.  The  “Simple  Head."  VF-30.  Rarity-3. 
126.5  grains.  27.5mm.  195°.  Dark  brown  and  black.  Three  large 
obverse  planchet  pits,  others  shallower.  Sharpness  of  EF-40  in 
places.  Reverse  mostly  clear  and  smooth.  Obverse  rim  clip  at  3:00. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2506  1787  Connecticut.  M  9-E.  F-12,  Rarity-6.  186.8  grains.  28.0mm.  30°. 
Rough  obverse,  X  scratched  on  the  reverse.  Reverse  often  weak 
from  2:00  to  6:00  (see  Taylor:  2414  for  an  almost  identically  off 
center  reverse).  Dark  brown,  glossy.  Heavy  flan,  as  Taylor:  2414. 

Purchased  privately  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henri /  Chapman  before 
1913. 
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2507  1787/8  Connecticut.  M  9-R.  VG-8/F-15.  Rarity-5.  115.2  grains. 

27.7mm.  210°.  Golden  green  and  brown.  Obverse  weak.  Reverse 
rim  nicked.  Planchet  cutter  mark  visible  on  the  reverse.  Final  date 
digit  punched  over  an  erroneous  8,  a  die  sinker's  error. 
Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 


2513  1787  Connecticut.  M  16.5-n.  EF40.  Rarity-4.  169.8  grains.  28.3mm. 

250°.  Olive  and  ruddy  brown.  A  few  old  reverse  scratches.  Very 
sharp  on  the  obverse.  Obverse  state  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2438. 
Overall,  nicer  eye  appeal  than  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2508  1787  Connecticut.  M  9  (obverse)  brockage.  F-15.  107.0  grains. 
27.9mm.  Golden  brown/dark  brown.  Obverse  brockage  of  M  9, 
probably  (from  the  die  state)  while  being  used  in  conjunction  with 
reverse  D.  The  obverse  die  progression  seems  to  be:  9-E,  9-D,  9-R. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

2509  1787  Connecticut.  M  11.1-E.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  139.2  grains.  28.1mm. 
180°.  Sharpness  of  VF-35  to  EF-40  in  places.  Weak  color,  now  ap¬ 
pearing  a  copper  orange  with  some  darker  areas.  Sharper  than 
Taylor:  2418  and  2419,  from  about  the  same  die  states. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2510  1787  Connecticut.  M  11.2-K.  VF-20/30.  Rarity-3.  156.9  grains. 
28.7mm.  165°.  Dark,  partially  glossy  brown.  Obverse  off  center, 
as  Taylor:  2420  and  the  Pine  Tree/E. A. C.  coin.  Slightly  earlier  ob¬ 
verse  state  than  those  two,  the  break  joining  CT  here  only  a  thin 
line. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2511  1787  Connecticut.  M  12-Q.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  109.1  grains.  27.6mm. 
230°.  Golden  brown.  Interesting  "overdate"  variety.  Date  originally 
and  incorrectly  punched  as  1887,  corrected  to  1787.  Typical  ob¬ 
verse  date,  ONN  indistinct  due  to  clashing  (Taylor:  2421,  2422, 
and  all  others).  An  interesting  question  is,  does  the  perfect  ob¬ 
verse  die  state  exist?  Reverse  early  state,  break  in  B  a  faint  line 
not  reaching  far  above  that  letter.  Reverse  flaw  beneath  shield; 
edge  ragged. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2512  1787  Connecticut.  An  interesting  lot.  M  16.2-NN.l.  F-12.  Rarity-5. 
141.5  grains.  28.2mm.  335°.  Bright  golden  brown.  Lightly  lac¬ 
quered.  Attribution  number  penciled  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
Flawed,  as  most  seen;  M  17-g.3.  F-15.  Rarity-4-.  157.0  grains. 
28.3mm.  170°.  Orange  brown.  Several  old  reverse  scratches.  Later 
obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2441,  with  rim  crack  over  CIO;  M  18-g.l. 
F-15.  Rarity-4.  127.7  grains.  28.5mm.  170°.  Dark  brown,  well  cen¬ 
tered.  Better  eye  appeal  than  Taylor:  2442;  M  19-g.4.  F-12.  Rarity-3. 
148.4  grains.  28.4mm.  235°.  Dark  brown,  with  iridescent  green 
highlights.  Obverse  and  reverse  off  center.  Early  die  states,  no  re¬ 
verse  bulge  over  date;  faint  obverse  break  before  effigy's  face;  M 
20-a.2.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  145.1  grains.  28.2mm.  165°.  Very  dark  brown. 
Liberty's  head  weak.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2444;  M  25-b.  F-12. 
Rarity- 3.  147.9  grains.  28.2mm.  195°.  Dark  golden  brown,  with  ir¬ 
idescent  highlights;  M  25-m.  G-4.  Rarity-6.  150.4  grains.  28.0mm. 
175°.  Pitted,  active  verdigris;  M  26.a.l.  AG-3.  Rarity-6.  120.8  grains. 
27.6mm.  170°.  Golden  brown.  Porous  and  pitted;  M  26-AA.  F-12. 
Rarity-5.  136.0  grains.  28.4mm.  175°.  Golden  brown.  Obverse 
flawed,  two  nicks;  M  27-a.l.  G-4  to  6.  Rarity-6.  141.8  grains. 
28.2mm.  185°.  Dark  brown,  lighter  high  points.  Porous.  A  always 
soft.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  nine  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  last  from  Richard  Pick¬ 
er,  date  unrecorded. 


1787  M  16.6-NN.2 

Dr.  Hall's  Specimen 
The  Second  Known  at  the  Time 


2514  1787  Connecticut.  M  16.6-NN.2.  G-6.  Rarity-6-.  141.1  grains. 

29.2mm.  185°.  Very  porous,  off  center  on  the  obverse.  In  the  Nor- 
web  inventory  books,  there  is  affixed  a  note  in  Dr.  Hall's  hand¬ 
writing:  "M  16.6-NN.2.  For  many  years  I  have  owned  the  piece 
of  this  combination  in  my  cabinet,  said  piece  being  in  too  poor 
and  miserable  [condition]  to  warrant  my  attempting  a  descrip¬ 
tion  in  my  printed  work.  It  was  purposely  omitted  from  the  same. 
Oct  93  I  now  find  the  enclosed  duplicate,  making  only  two  speci¬ 
mens  found  and  have  written  in  a  description  in  my  work  pub¬ 
lished  in  1892." 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2515  1787  Connecticut.  M  21-DD.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  135.5  grains.  28.3mm. 
155°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Obverse  and  reverse  deep  scratches. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2516  1787  Connecticut.  M  22-g.2.  F-12  to  15.  Rarity-6-.  147.9  grains. 
28:6mm.  225°.  Glossy  iridescent  greenish  brown.  Obverse  struck 
off  center.  Later  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2447,  after  a  second 
clashing;  later  reverse  state,  also,  with  more  damage  over  Liberty's 
left  hand. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2517  1787  Connecticut.  M  24-g.3.  VF35.  Rarity-4.  134.7  grains.  28.3mm. 

175°.  Technical  grade  probably  higher,  this  piece  graded  for  sharp¬ 
ness.  Deep  flan  flaws,  one  nearly  through  the  coin,  beneath  the 
effigy's  eye.  Sharper  than  Taylor:  2448. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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2518  1787  Connecticut.  M  24-g.5.  F-12.  Rarity-5.  151.6  grains.  29.8mm. 

160°.  Medium  reddish  brown,  lighter  iridescent  highlights.  A  tech¬ 
nical  conundrum!  The  obverse  bears  four  differently  placed  im¬ 
pressions,  three  being  severely  off  center  brockage  strikes  from 
another  coin  caught  in  the  press,  the  last  being  the  properly  placed 
strike.  The  reverse  shows  three  differently  placed  obverse  impres¬ 
sions,  normal  strikes,  one  severely  off  center,  in  addition  to  the 
proper  reverse  strike.  In  the  Norweb  inventory  book  the  follow¬ 
ing  notation  occurs  under  this  specimen:  "I  have  only  met  with 
four  specimens,  two  in  reserve,  one  in  cabinet,  one  probably  Mr. 
Hays.  Sept.  1870.'' 


1787  M  25-b 


Second  Finest  Known 


2519  1787  Connecticut.  M  25-b.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Rarity-3.  137.2  grains. 

28.2mm.  180°.  Perfect,  glossy  dark  brown.  Exceptional  sharpness, 
more  so  than  even  the  Taylor  coin.  Obverse  type  from  to  8:00  to 
10:30;  reverse  type  from  6:00  to  7:30.  Fully  struck  up  centers  (the 
Taylor  coin  was  soft  in  the  centers).  Later  obverse  state  than  the 
Taylor  coin,  with  a  break  from  the  highest  leaf  of  the  wreath 
around  the  circumference  to  the  denticle  over  O  of  CONNEC. 
The  second  finest  known  to  us,  surpassed  (barely)  by  Taylor:  2451. 
Possibly  the  Crosby  plate  coin  (V,  XVII)— but  Crosby  used  casts 
and  so  certainty  is  impossible.  Unpedigreed  earlier  than  its  pur¬ 
chase  by  Mrs.  Norweb. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neu ;  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  1955. 


2520  1787  Connecticut.  M  26-kk.l.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  147.1  grains. 
28.2mm.  175°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Later  state  of  the  obverse  than 
when  in  combination  with  reverse  AA  and  a.l,  with  break  through 
first  N.  Typical  reverse  state,  IN  faint,  second  E  weak,  trace  of 
cud  over  pole.  Emission  sequence  appears  to  be:  26-AA  and  26-a.l 
contemporaneous,  then  26-kk.l. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

2521  1787  Connecticut.  M  28-m.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  113.9  grains.  28.8mm. 
195°.  Dark  brown.  Reverse  clash  marks  around  IN;  M  29.1-n.  AG-3. 
Rarity-6.  136.3  grains.  28.2mm.  195°.  Dark  and  porous,  active  ver¬ 
digris.  The  rarity  rating  for  this  variety  should  be  dropped  to 
Rarity-6,  from  Rarity-6  +  (two  specimens  in  the  Taylor  Collection); 
M  29.1-p.  VG-10.  Rarity-6.  148.1  grains.  28.5mm.  160°.  Orange 
brown.  Many  obverse  and  reverse  scratches;  M  31.1-gg.l.  VF-20. 
Rarity-3.  131.3  grains.  28.2mm.  180°.  Golden  brown.  Off  center. 
Obverse  flawed.  Later  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2474;  M  31.2-r.3. 
VG-6.  Rarity-2.  143.6  grains.  27.9mm.  355°.  Dark  orange  brown. 
Reverse  scratched;  M  32.1-X.3.  F-12.  Rarity-6-.  128.7  grains. 
28.2mm.  185°.  Reddish  orange.  Pitted.  Very  early  obverse  state, 
without  break  over  CT;  M  32.2-X.l.  F-15.  Rarity-2.  123.9  grains. 
28.5mm.  175°.  Golden  brown,  with  iridescent  highlights.  Appar¬ 
ently  from  the  perfect  obverse  die  state.  Attempted  puncture  on 
the  obverse;  M  32.2-X.2.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  121.9  grains.  28.4mm. 
165°.  Dark  and  porous.  Center  soft.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2480;  M 
32.2-X.4.  VG-8.  Rarity-6-.  133.5  grains.  28.5mm.  175°.  Dark  and 
porous;  M  32.4-X.5.  VG-6.  Rarity-6.  134.4  grains.  28.0mm.  300°. 
Pitted.  Iridescent  color  typical  of  this  collection.  Obverse  off  center, 
showing  rim  cuds.  Earlier  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2487,  with¬ 
out  break  at  the  tops  of  NNE.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913;  the  second  through 
fourth  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  fifth  purchased  by  Albert  Holden 
from  Henry  Chapman,  date  unrecorded;  the  sixth  through  eighth  pur¬ 
chased  circa  1913-1915;  the  ninth  ivithout  pedigree;  and  the  last  pur¬ 
chased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  28-n 


2522  1787  Connecticut.  M  28-n.  F-12.  Rarity-7.  141.6  grains.  29.3mm. 
180°.  Golden  brown.  Porous  surfaces.  Obverse  off  center.  Usual 
obverse  bulge  over  effigy's  neck.  Nicer  than  Taylor:  2460.  No  ap¬ 
parent  break  from  R  to  nose. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  29.1-a.2 


2523  1787  Connecticut.  M  29.1-a.2.  AG-3/4.  Rarity-7.  133.5  grains. 
28.2mm.  210°.  Golden  brown.  Obverse  and  reverse  planchet  flaws. 
Reverse  slightly  darker.  Struck  from  the  same  obverse  die  as  1786 
M  7. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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1787  M  29.2-0 

Rarity-7 


than  Taylor:  2475,  breaks  from  wreath  to  cinquefoil  and  top  NDE 
to  cinquefoil  less  developed  than  on  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2524  1787  Connecticut.  M  29.2-o.  VG-8  to  10.  Rarity-7.  138.5  grains. 

28.5mm.  25°.  Dark  and  microscopically  porous.  Old  reverse 
scratches.  Overall,  somewhat  nicer  than  Taylor:  2469. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2525  1787  Connecticut.  M  30-X.l.  F-12.  Rarity-6-.  139.3  grains.  28.4mm. 
180°.  Dark  brown.  Soft  in  the  centers,  as  usual.  Minor  planchet 
flaws.  One  of  the  few  varieties  missing  from  the  Taylor  Collection. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2526  1787  Connecticut.  M  30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Pair.  (1).  VF-30.  148.1  grains. 
28.8mm.  185°.  Chocolate  brown.  Obverse  clipped.  Same  states  as 
Taylor:  2471,  and  with  nicer  eye  appeal;  (2).  VF-30.  111.1  grains. 
28.5mm.  185°.  Dark  golden  brown,  somewhat  glossy  surfaces. 
Edge  cut  obverse.  Slightly  later  state  than  (1)  above:  obverse  bulge 
over  final  cinquefoil  reaches  to  end  of  drapery,  reverse  break  from 
rim  to  shield  somewhat  heavier.  Few,  minor  reverse  scratches. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2527  1787  Connecticut.  M  31.1-r.4.  VD35.  Rarity-2.  134.8  grains.  28.3mm. 

160°.  Dark  reddish  brown.  Somewhat  soft  on  the  obverse  periph¬ 
ery,  from  7:00  to  10:00. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2528  1787  Connecticut.  M  31.2-r.3.  EF-45,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-2. 

121.0  grains.  28.4mm.  185°.  Rich,  glossy  medium  tan.  Typical  iri¬ 
descence  as  found  elsewhere  in  this  collection.  Grade  is  techni¬ 
cal,  centers  very  soft,  sharpness  of  about  VF-20.  Earlier  die  states 


1787  M  32.3-X.4 

Probable  Condition  Census 


2529  1787  Connecticut.  M  32.3-X.4.  VF-35,  probable  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus.  Rarity-2-.  140.7  grains.  28.7mm.  175°.  Glossy,  orange  brown 
surfaces.  Scrape  marks  on  the  high  points.  Slightly  off  center,  rath¬ 
er  tight  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  bases  of  date  numerals  off  flan. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2530  1787  Connecticut.  M  32.4-Z.3.  VG-8.  Rarity-6+.  153.2  grains. 
28.2mm.  275°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Obverse  and  reverse  deep 
flaws.  The  rarity  rating  on  this  variety  should  probably  be  dropped 
to  Rarity-6,  from  Rarity-6 +,  as  another  specimen  was  discovered 
by  Mark  Auerbach  in  May  1987  and  the  census  of  survivors  now 
appears  to  be  around  16  or  so  pieces. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  32.4-Z.20 

The  Hall  Specimen 


2531  1787  Connecticut.  M  32.4-Z.20.  G-4/VG-6.  Rarity-7+.  105.3  grains. 

28.2mm.  185°.  Dark,  bent,  very  porous.  Pronounced  planchet  cut¬ 
ter  lip  at  top  of  the  obverse.  Later  state  of  the  obverse  than  when 
in  combination  with  reverse  X.5.  The  reverse  die  in  this  state  was 
very  soon  fail.  Three  specimens  known  to  us:  ANS,  Barnsley, 
Norweb.  This  variety  was  first  discovered  circa  1951  by  Walter 
Breen,  and  published  by  Ed  Barnsley  in  "Miller's  Connecticut  List¬ 
ing  Updated"  (Colonial  Newsletter,  March  1964). 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

The  reverse  die  used  on  this  piece  is  extremely  rare;  combinations  known  are: 
32.4-Z.20  Rarity-7+;  33.28-Z.20  Rarity-8;  33.39-Z.20  Rarity-7+ .  This  variety  missing  from 
the  landmark  Taylor  Collection. 


2532  1787  Connecticut  group.  A  large  lot  with  some  nice  varieties  for 

specialists.  M  32.5-aa.  VG-8/F-12.  Rarity-4.  115.3  grains.  28.4mm. 
175°.  A  nice  example  of  the  so-called  INDE  over  FU[GIO]  reverse 
error.  Dark  ruddy  brown.  Reverse  flawed  and  X-marked.  Same 
obverse  as  appearing  on  1788  16.7;  same  obverse  state  as  Taylor: 
2491;  M  32.8-aa.  AG-3/VG-8.  Rarity-6.  122.3  grains.  27.4mm.  205°. 
Dark  and  porous.  Obverse  always  soft  in  this  combination.  Bulge 
over  right  shoulder  and  break  from  rim  through  shield  later  than 
seen  on  Taylor:  2495;  same  obverse  as  1788  16.2,  second  cinquefoil 
recut  from  cross;  M  32.8-aa.  Fair-2/G-4.  Raritv-6.  103.8  grains. 
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27.2mm.  205  .  A  second  specimen,  dark  and  porous.  Obverse  al¬ 
ways  weaker  than  the  reverse  in  this  combination;  M  33.1-Z.13. 
VF-20.  Rarity-4.  136.7  grains.  28.4mm.  190°.  Golden  brown.  Ob¬ 
verse:  bulged  under  AUC  as  Taylor:  2496  and  break  from  rim  to 
toga  end  also,  but  no  break  from  rim  to  O,  so  earlier  than  the 
Taylor  coin.  Reverse:  no  break  from  date  to  last  cinquefoil,  so  also 
earlier  than  the  Taylor  coin;  M  33.1-Z.19.  VG-6.  Rarity-6.  112.2 
grains.  28.6mm.  220°.  Dark  olive,  porous.  Active  verdigris  base 
of  reverse.  Reverse  too  corroded  to  see  the  clash  marks  over  D; 
M  33.5-T.2.  F-15.  Rarity-5.  146.9  grains.  28.2mm.  200°.  A  collecti¬ 
ble  specimen  of  the  "Skeleton  Hand"  variety.  Dark  and  porous. 
Earlier  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2509,  but  from  the  same  reverse 
state;  M  33.6-KK.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  151.5  grains.  28.5mm.  185°.  Dark 
and  porous.  X-marked  across  face.  Slightly  off  center.  Late  state 
of  the  reverse,  as  Taylor:  2510;  M  33.9-S.2.  Technical  EF-40,  value 
of  VF-20,  very  rough.  Rarity-2.  132.8  grains.  28.2mm.  200°.  Dark 
green.  Same  states  as  Taylor:  2518;  M  33.10-Z.7.  AG-3/VG-8. 
Rarity-5.  141.8  grains.  28.6mm.  175°.  Very  late  die  states,  obverse 
terminal.  Bent;  M  33.11-gg.l.  AG-3/G-4.  Rarity-6.  123.6  grains. 
28.3mm.  175°.  Dark,  with  some  blue-gray  iridescence.  A  speci¬ 
men  of  the  ET  L1R  variety.  Earlier  states  than  Taylor:  2523;  M 
33.17-gg.2.  F-12.  Rarity- 3.  143.2  grains.  28.2mm.  160°.  Dark  brown, 
scratched.  Same  reverse,  earlier  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2545. 
(Total:  11  pieces) 

All  purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2533  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.5.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  133.3  grains.  28.2mm. 
170°.  Glossy  brown,  an  attractive  specimen.  Scratched  at  top  of 
reverse,  another  older  one  through  the  effigy's  head.  Same  die 
states  as  Taylor:  2499. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2534  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.12.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  126.6  grains. 
28.3mm.  170°.  Bright  reddish  copper,  recolored.  Planchet  streaked. 
Grade  is  technical,  sharpness  is  of  VF-20  or  so.  Obverse  state  as 
Taylor:  2500;  reverse  slightly  earlier. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2536  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.21.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  138.1  grains.  28.6mm. 
190°.  Dark  green  and  brown.  Rough,  active  verdigris.  Die  states 
as  Taylor:  2503. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker. 

2537  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.21.  G-4/VG-8.  Rarity-6.  120.5  grains. 
28.5mm.  185°.  Dark  brown,  with  golden  high  points.  Porous.  Break 
on  the  obverse  from  the  bottom  of  the  toga  fold  to  the  rim  sug¬ 
gests  that  obverse  33.2  was  used  contemporaneously  with  reverses 
Z.21,  Z.22,  and  Z.17,  as  the  break  shows  up  on  Taylor:  2502  but 
not  on  Taylor:  2503,  and  does  appear  on  this  lot  and  the  33.32-Z.22 
in  the  next  lot,  but  not  on  Taylor:  2504. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  33.2-Z.22 


2538  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.22.  VF-20.  Rarity-7.  153.7  grains. 
28.1mm.  170°.  Dark  olive  brown  and  green.  Sharper  than  Taylor: 
2504.  Die  states  later:  obverse  break  from  toga  point  to  rim  ad¬ 
vanced;  reverse  bulge  from  feet  through  IN. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2539  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.3-W.l.  VF-20,  or  finer.  Rarity-4.  129.8  grains. 
28.7mm.  175°.  Dark  brown.  Early  die  states. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2540  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.4-Z.2.  G-4/VG-6.  Rarity-6.  145.7  grains. 
28.0mm.  0°.  Dark  brown.  Attribution  number  painted  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Early  obverse  state,  as  Taylor:  2507,  reverse  state  also  as  the 
Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker. 


2535  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.2-Z.17.  F-15.  Rarity-6+.  134.2  grains. 
27.8mm.  170°.  Grade  is  technical,  sharpness  of  F-12.  Terminal  re¬ 
verse  state,  later  than  any  other  seen  by  this  cataloguer.  The  ver¬ 
tical  break  extending  from  above  the  final  digit  of  the  date,  reach¬ 
ing  across  Liberty's  knees,  through  the  E  of  INDE  is  here 
remarkably  advanced,  showing  that  the  die  was  about  to  crack 
entirely  through.  Medium  brown  and  gold  specimen.  Rim  clipped 
on  the  obverse  from  9:00  to  11:00.  Obverse  die  held  up  better, 
about  the  same  state  as  Taylor:  2502. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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1787  M  33.4-q 

Classic  Case  of  Die  Chatter 


2541  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.4-q.  EF-40,  probable  Condition  Census. 

Rarity-6.  137.8  grains.  28.4mm.  175°.  Nice,  medium  golden  brown 
surfaces.  Later  die  states  than  Taylor:  2508.  A  classic  example  of 
die  chatter:  this  piece  somehow  remained  between  the  dies  after 
its  first  striking,  and  without  changing  its  orientation  received  a 
further  two  blows  in  the  press.  Very  pronounced  triple  outlines 
can  be  seen,  particularly  around  the  letters  in  the  legends. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2542  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.4-q.  F-15.  Rarity-6.  117.9  grains.  28.5mm. 
165°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Rim  clipped  at  7:00  on  the  obverse.  Earli¬ 
er  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2508,  but  from  the  same  obverse  state. 
A  second  example. 

Purchased  betweeen  1913-1915. 

2543  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.7-r.2.  VF-30,  or  finer.  Rarity-1.  149.3  grains. 
28.5mm.  170°.  Iridescent,  golden  brown  surfaces.  Slightly  later 
obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2511,  but  from  the  same  reverse  state. 
A  nice  example,  free  from  any  distracting  marks. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2544  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.7-r.4.  F-12.  Rarity-6+.  134.0  grains.  28.3mm. 
190°.  Dark  and  rough,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Half  of  date 
numerals  off  flan.  Obverse  flawed,  obscuring  UC.  Same  die  states 
as  Taylor:  2512. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2545  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.8-Z.13.  VG-8.  Rarity-6-.  120.0  grains. 
28.4mm.  220°.  Dark.  Struck  off  center,  as  usually  seen.  Die  break 
fills  space  between  I  and  neighboring  colon  on  the  obverse;  else¬ 
where,  obverse  die  pronouncedly  sinking. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2546  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.10-Z.8.  F-15.  Rarity-7.  140.4  grains.  28.1mm. 
180°.  Dark  brown,  with  iridescent  highlights.  Die  states  roughly 
equivalent  to  Taylor:  2520. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2547  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.11-Z.18.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  126.4  grains. 
28.2mm.  190°.  Dark,  reverse  rough.  Late  states,  after  the  dies  had 
clashed.  Taylor:  2521  was  an  early  state,  and  this  is  an  instruc¬ 
tive  apposite  to  that  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2548  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.12-Z.16.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  125.5  grains. 
28.4mm.  175°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Slightly  later  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  states  than  Taylor:  2525,  with  break  over  obverse  rim  above 
E  slightly  more  advanced  than  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2549  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.13-Z.6.  F-15.  Rarity-6.  124.6  grains.  28.4mm. 
180°.  Dark,  with  lighter  high  points.  Slightly  off  center,  bases  of 
date  numerals  off  flan.  Minor  rim  irregularities  at  5:00  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Later  obverse  state,  earlier  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2530. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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2550  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.13-Z.7.  EF-45.  Rarity-6.  140.3  grains. 
28.0mm.  175°.  Grade  is  technical,  reverse  considerably  softer.  Same 
obverse,  later  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2532,  the  finest  known. 
An  instructive  example  of  an  obverse  near  the  end  of  its  useful  life. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2551  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.14-Z.14.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  149.8  grains. 
28.1mm.  175°.  Dark  brown,  porous.  Slightly  off  center,  tops  of 
RI  C  on  the  obverse  off  flan.  Bottoms  of  date  numerals  off  flan. 
Same  die  states  as  Taylor:  2536. 

2552  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.15-r.l.  VF-20  to  30.  Rarity-2.  136.3  grains. 
28.7mm.  90°.  Dark,  glossy  brown.  Several  rim  dents  visible.  Same 
die  states  as  Taylor:  2537. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1787  M  33.17-r.5 

Rarity-7+ 


2556  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.17-r.5.  F-12.  Rarity-7+.  132.4  grains. 
28.8mm.  175°.  Dark,  obverse  pitted.  Bent.  Rim  cut  at  6:00  on  the 
obverse.  Grade  is  technical,  sharpness  of  a  lesser  order.  Reverse 
state  about  as  Pine  Tree/E.  A. C.:  195.  Rare,  only  four  known  cer¬ 
tainly  to  us:  Norweb;  ANS;  Pine  Tree/E. A.C.:  195,  the  finest 
known;  Merkin  (10/66):  51.  This  is  the  only  appearance  of  this 
reverse  die,  which  is  known  in  no  other  combination. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2553  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.16-Z.15.  VK35  to  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  130.2 
grains.  28.3mm.  165°.  Attractive,  glossy  brown  with  some  irides¬ 
cence.  Very  close  to  the  technical  Condition  Census  for  the  vari¬ 
ety.  Reverse  considerably  off  center,  showing  the  bottom  of  the 
reverse  die  quite  clearly.  ET  on  reverse  partially  off  flan.  Obverse 
mostly  well  centered.  Same  die  states  as  Taylor:  2539. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2554  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.16-1.2.  VF-30/20.  Rarity-6.  128.6  grains. 
28.2mm.  165°.  Glossy,  orange  brown.  Reverse  soft,  and  off  cen¬ 
ter  at  the  top.  Some  portions  of  reverse  legend  indistinct.  Same 
die  states  as  Taylor:  2541. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2555  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.17-r.l.  VF-35,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-3. 

128.7  grains.  28.6mm.  175°.  Very  dark  golden  brown.  Microscopi¬ 
cally  porous.  Nicks  in  front  of  effigy's  chin,  and  reverse  rim  at 
11:00.  Technically  within  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2557  1787  Connecticut  group.  M  33.19-Z.l.  F-12.  Rarity-2.  120.9  grains. 
28.3mm.  180°.  Golden  brown.  Early  reverse  state,  without  break 
from  rim  to  head.  Early  obverse  state,  without  signs  of  the  clash 
or  bulge  often  seen.  I  of  AUCTORI  repunched,  first  entered  into 
the  die  too  high;  M  33.19-Z.2.  VF-20.  Rarity-3.  128.2  grains. 
28.2mm.  175°.  Golden  olive  brown.  Obverse  earlier  than  when 
in  combination  with  reverse  Z.l,  reverse  shows  the  usual  break 
from  the  tops  of  LIB  to  the  final  cinquefoil;  M  33.20-Z.9.  VG-8 
to  F-12.  Rarity-6-.  109.9  grains.  28.3mm.  165°.  Golden  olive  brown. 
Usual  obverse  and  reverse  states,  as  Taylor:  2550;  M  33.23-Z.4. 
VG-8/F-12.  Rarity-3.  135.3  grains.  28.3mm.  180°.  Grade  is  techni¬ 
cal.  Obverse  die  clashed,  sunken,  and  always  very  weak,  with 
consequent  loss  of  sharpness.  Reverse  sharpness  equivalent  to 
technical  grade.  Golden  brown.  Later  reverse  state  than  the  Pine 
Tree/E.  A.C.:  225  coin,  with  a  wider  break  near  Liberty's  foot;  M 
33.28-Z.ll.  G-4.  Rarity-5.  108.5  grains.  28.3mm.  175°.  Porous.  Ob¬ 
verse  X-marked.  Near  terminal  obverse  state,  reverse  too  porous 
to  determine  its  state;  M  33.28-Z.16.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  137.0  grains. 
28.5mm.  175°.  Olive  green,  porous.  Deep  obverse  gouges.  Usual 
obverse  state,  what  Walter  Breen  has  called  "the  other  Snipe 
Nose;"  M  33.32-Z.13.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  129.8  grains.  28.4mm.  165°. 
Incorrect  attribution  number  painted  on  the  edge.  Counter- 
stamped  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  M  (Michael).  RITTER  (pos¬ 
sibly  by  the  New  York  silversmith  of  that  name,  active  1786).  Earlier 
states  than  Taylor:  2582;  M  33.33-Z.3.  AG-3/G-4.  Rarity-6.  120.6 
grains.  28.6mm.  180°.  Dark,  rough  and  porous.  Later  states  than 
Taylor:  2584;  M  33.33-Z.ll.  F-12.  Rarity-5+.  127.7  grains.  28.4mm. 
175°.  Dark,  scratched.  Holed  at  12:00;  M  33.37-Z.9.  VF-20.  Rarity-4. 
125.9  grains.  28.4mm.  175°.  Dark  olive.  Later  obverse,  same  re¬ 
verse  state  as  Taylor:  2596.  Porous  and  nicked.  (Total:  10  pieces) 
The  first  three  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  fourth  and  fifth  pur¬ 
chased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded;  the  sixth  purchased  circa 
1913-1915;  the  seventh  purchased  bp  Albert  Holden  before  1913;  the 
eighth  purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded;  the  last  two 
purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2558  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.23-hh.2.  VF30.  Rarity-6+.  118.6  grains. 

28.1mm.  195°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Grade  is  technical,  sharp¬ 
ness  of  a  lesser  order.  Usual  die  states.  R  on  obverse  usually  weak; 


-  266  - 


reverse  usually  softer  than  the  obverse.  Attribution  number  paint¬ 
ed  on  the  edge. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Connecticut  Copper  Coinage 


2559  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.25-W.3.  VG-8.  Rarity-7-.  112.3  grains. 
27.9mm.  175°.  Golden  brown.  Very  porous.  Struck  from  an  earli¬ 
er  reverse  state,  with  no  sign  of  the  break  from  T  to  rim. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2560  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.25-Z.10.  VG-6  to  8.  Rarity-6+.  133.9  grains. 
28.1mm.  180°.  Dark  golden  brown,  very  porous.  Obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  states  as  Taylor:  2563. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2561  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.25-Z.24.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  134.4  grains. 

28.6mm.  180°.  Golden  brown.  Earlier  obverse  state  than  when  mar¬ 
ried  with  reverse  Z.10,  with  no  break  from  the  point  of  the  bust 
to  rim.  Reverse  state  as  Taylor:  2565,  top  of  reverse  faint  as  on 
the  Taylor  coin.  I  of  INDE  plainly  repunched. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2562  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.27-r.4.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  160.2  grains. 

28.5mm.  175°.  Grade  is  technical:  reverse  die  badly  damaged  and 
is  usually  weak.  Obverse  flawed  at  4:00  on  the  rim.  Obverse  state 
as  Taylor:  2570,  reverse  state  slightly  earlier,  and  most  date  numer¬ 
als  show. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 


2563  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.29-Z.7.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  145.3  grains. 
28.9mm.  195°.  Golden  brown.  Obverse  die  sinking  at  the  upper 
left,  and  U  always  faint.  Later  state  than  Taylor:  2574.  Reverse  state 
as  Taylor:  2574.  Slightly  off  center,  without  seriously  affecting  any 
of  the  design  detail. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2564  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.29-gg.l.  F-12/VG-8.  Rarity-6.  132.9  grains. 
28.5mm.  165°.  Dark  orange  brown.  Microscopic  porosity.  Early 
obverse  state,  without  bulge  over  TO.  Reverse  slightly  earlier  than 
Taylor:  2577. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2565  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.30-EE.  G-4.  Rarity-7-.  137.1  grains. 
28.1mm.  175°.  Very  dark.  Late  obverse  state,  the  entire  left  side 
of  the  coin  quite  faint.  Faint  reverse  buckling.  Reverse  scratched. 
Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 


2566  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.31-gg.2.  VF-20.  Rarity-7  129.7  grains. 

28.5mm.  180°.  Green-golden  brown.  Deep  flan  split  at  11:30  on 
the  obverse  rim.  Double  struck.  Reverse  state  earlier  than  Taylor: 
2581. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2567  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.33-Z.ll.  VF-25.  Rarity-5.  127.2  grains. 

29.2mm.  170°.  Dark,  glossy  surfaces.  Uniform  porosity.  Later  ob¬ 
verse  state  than  Taylor:  2586,  or  the  other  specimen  in  this  col¬ 
lection.  Reverse  state  about  as  Taylor:  2586. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2568  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.34-W.2.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  129.9  grains. 
28.2mm.  180°.  Gray-golden  brown,  with  iridescence  typical  of  the 
collection.  Rough  surfaces.  Slightly  earlier  obverse,  slightly  later 
reverse  state,  than  usually  seen.  Reverse  state  about  as  seen  when 
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in  combination  with  obverse  33.45,  so  those  two  obverses  may 
have  been  used  interchangeably.  Reverse  break  across  shield  as 
on  Taylor:  2618,  but  not  on  Taylor:  2587. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2569  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.34-Z.3.  VG-8/10.  Rarity-6.  147.1  grains. 

28.8mm.  170°.  Golden  brown,  with  the  usual  iridescence.  Same 
obverse  state,  later  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2588. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2570  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.34-Z.ll.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  162.9  grains. 
28.7mm.  180°.  Medium  golden  brown,  with  the  usual  iridescence. 
Later  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2589,  much  later  reverse  state  than 
that  coin,  possibly  near  the  end  of  its  useful  life.  Reverse  state 
later  than  when  seen  in  combination  with  obverses  33.20,  33.28, 
33.33,  33.41;  we  have  not  seen  a  specimen  of  33.37-Z.ll  to  com¬ 
pare  the  reverse  state  when  in  that  combination. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2571  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.36-T.l.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  165.1  grains. 
28.6mm.  170°.  Smooth,  golden  brown  surfaces.  States  about  as 
Taylor:  2591,  slightly  later  than  Pine  Tree/E. A.C.:  183.  The  only 
combination  in  which  this  reverse  die  appears. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2572  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.36-T.2.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  136.0  grains. 
28.4mm.  175°.  Attractive,  light  golden  brown,  with  the  usual  iri¬ 
descence.  Later  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2592,  severely  sunk¬ 
en.  Same  reverse  state,  or  slightly  later.  Slightly  off  center,  affect¬ 
ing  only  the  tops  of  the  cinquefoils  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2573  1787  Connecticut  large  lot.  M  33.38-Z.l.  G-6/VG-8.  Rarity-5.  112.6 
grains.  28.1mm.  175°.  Dark  and  porous.  Later  states  than  Taylor: 
2598;  M  33.39-s.l.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  132.1  grains.  28.3mm.  180°. 
Dark.  "12"  painted  on  the  obverse,  "54"  painted  on  the  reverse. 
Early  obverse,  same  reverse  state  as  Taylor:  2603.  The  only  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  reverse;  M  33.40-Z.l.  G-4/6.  Rarity-6.  138.6  grains. 
28.3mm.  165°.  Dark  brown,  softly  struck.  Earlier  state  than  Tay¬ 
lor:  2604,  the  second  break  under  first  N  not  present;  M  36-1.1. 
VF-20.  Rarity-5.  144.3  grains.  28.4mm.  170°.  Golden  brown.  Lami¬ 
nations  on  the  reverse,  obverse  pitted.  Attribution  number  printed 
on  paper,  pasted  to  the  reverse;  M  37.6-k.4.  Fair-2.  Rarity-6-.  139.5 
grains.  29.0mm.  255°.  Dark,  clip  struck.  Porous.  Possibly  once  Dr. 
Hall's  specimen,  Norweb  inventory  book  for  this  specimen  reads: 
"Second  fleuron  appears  to  have  been  very  lightly  cut  on  this  ob¬ 
verse.  It  shows  but  very  lightly  on  my  best  specimen.  Oct  97"; 
M  37.9-e.  Fair-2/AG-3.  Rarity-5.  112.8  grains.  28.1mm.  170°.  Dark 
green  and  very  porous.  Die  states  impossible  to  describe  accurate¬ 
ly.  A  difficult  obverse,  close  to  37.5;  M  37.10-RR.  AG-3-G-4.  Rarity-6. 
136.6  grains.  28.1mm.  160°.  Both  surfaces  encrusted.  Late  states, 
both  dies  bulged;  M  37.11-ff.2.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-5.  147.3  grains. 
28.5mm.  180°.  Grade  is  technical.  Die  states  about  as  Taylor:  2644. 
Attribution  number  printed  on  paper,  attatched  to  the  reverse; 
M  37.14-CC.2.  G-4.  Rarity-6.  142.1  grains.  28.1mm.  180°.  Dark  brown 
and  porous.  Off  center.  Attribution  numbers  painted  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse.  The  only  combination  in  which  these  dies  are 
known;  M  38-1.2.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  142.5  grains.  28.2mm.  185°.  Grade 
is  technical,  centers  are  soft.  Golden  brown.  States  about  as  Pine 
Tree/E. A. C.:  140.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  five  purchased  betioeeen  1913-1915;  the  sixth  purchased  from 
Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded;  the  remainder  purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2574  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.38-Z.6.  F-15.  Rarity-6.  133.2  grains.  28.4mm. 

180°.  Medium  orange  brown.  Near  terminal  obverse  state,  as  Tay¬ 
lor:  2599.  Reverse  slightly  later  than  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2575  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.38-Z.23.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  129.6  grains. 
28.1mm.  160°.  Smooth  golden  brown  obverse,  rougher  golden 
brown  reverse.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  reverse,  affecting  the  tops 
of  ET.  Clear  clash  marks  on  the  reverse,  incusations  of  AUCTOR 
visible  around  left  rim.  About  the  same  states  as  Taylor:  2600,  and 
the  specimen  to  follow  in  the  next  lot. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 


2576  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.38-Z.23.  F-15.  Rarity-6.  123.1  grains. 

28.2mm.  160°.  Dark  brown  with  usual  iridescent  highlights.  Die 
states  as  Taylor:  2600  and  the  specimen  in  the  preceding  lot. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2577  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.38-gg.l.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  137.7  grains. 
28.2mm.  195°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Both  surfaces  rough.  Reverse 
off  center,  affecting  the  tops  of  E  E.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2601.  Small 
obverse  lamination  on  effigy's  chin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2578  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.40-Z.l.  VG-8.  Rarity-6+.  103.3  grains. 
27.8mm.  155°.  Dark  brown.  Earlier  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2604, 
before  the  obverse  had  cracks  entirely  across  its  surface.  Slightly 
irregularly  shaped  planchet. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 
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1787  M  33.41-Z.ll 


Rarity-7+ 


2579  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.41-Z.ll.  M2.  Rarity-7+.  118.8  grains. 
29.2mm.  170°.  Dark  brown,  rough.  Wide,  oval  appearing  plan- 
chet.  Early  reverse  state,  same  obverse  state  as  Taylor:  2608.  The 
only  combination  in  which  this  obverse  appears.  Attribution  num¬ 
ber  painted  on  the  edge.  We  know  of  the  following  specimens: 
Taylor:  2608  and  Taylor:  2609;  this  specimen;  ANS;  Miller:  1999. 
Quite  possibly  the  rarity  rating  on  this  variety  should  be  reduced 
to  Rarity-7. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2580  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.43-q.  Rarity-6.  127.2  grains.  28.1mm.  160°. 
Dark  brown,  obverse  iridescent.  Obverse  always  soft,  therefore 
grade  is  technical.  Porous.  Obverse  earlier,  reverse  state  as  Tay¬ 
lor:  2612. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 


1787  M  33.43-hh.2 

High  Condition  Census 


2581  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.43-hh.2.  EF-45  to  AU-50,  with  lustre  still 

remaining.  Rarity-6-.  141.1  grains.  28.9mm.  20°.  Golden  brown. 
Grade  is  technical.  Struck  off  center,  with  the  tops  of  CTORI  on 
the  obverse  and  ET  on  the  reverse  off  flan.  Otherwise,  sharply 
struck.  Same  die  states  as  Taylor:  2614.  Double  struck,  with  faint 
doubling  visible  primarily  in  the  letters  of  the  obverse  and  reverse 
legends. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2582  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.43-hh.2.  F-15.  Rarity-6-.  113.2  grains. 
28.1mm.  75°.  Golden  brown.  Grade  is  technical.  Later  states  than 
Taylor:  2614,  AUCTORI  and  ET  LIR  only  partially  struck  up. 
Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2583  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.44-W.3.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  143.9  grains. 

28.8mm.  190°.  Bright  golden  brown,  with  the  usual  iridescence. 


The  only  combination  in  which  this  obverse  die  appears.  Later 
die  states  than  Taylor:  2616.  A  new  break  visible  on  the  obverse, 
from  the  rim  through  the  second  O  into  the  top  of  the  effigy's 
head. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

2584  1787  Connecticut.  M  33.45-W.2.  F-12.  Rarity-6+.  118.6  grains. 
27.8mm.  165°.  Dark  and  porous.  Old  attribution  number  "11-V" 
penciled  on  the  obverse.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2618. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2585  1787  Connecticut.  M  34-ff.l.  F-15.  Rarity-5.  153.3  grains.  28.3mm. 
155°.  Golden  brown,  with  the  usual  iridescence.  This  variety  miss¬ 
ing  from  the  Taylor  Collection.  About  as  nice  as  Pine  Tree/E.  A.C.: 
142. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2586  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.1-cc.l.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  142.2  grains. 
•  28.2mm.  165°.  Golden  brown,  with  bright  iridescence.  Grade  is 

technical,  centers  are  soft.  Die  states  about  equal  to,  or  just  slightly 
later  than,  Taylor:  2626. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2587  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.1-cc.l.  VF-20  to  30.  Rarity-4.  161.7  grains. 
28.1mm.  170°.  Glossy,  dark  brown.  Earlier  states  than  the  preced¬ 
ing  specimen.  Attribution  number  once  pasted  on  the  reverse, 
now  removed. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

Accompanying  this  lot  is  the  surviving  front  of  its  early  envelope.  The  envelope  is 
in  a  fine  hand,  and  reads  as  follows: 

Reserved  specimen 
1787  21 

G.1.2 

Changed  Feb.  17,  1891 
To  54 
BB 

Not  G.l. 

2B  re-classified 

The  piece  from  my  collection  is  missing.  This  piece  substituted  Mar.  1891. 

Also  appearing  on  the  envelope,  in  Emery  May  Norweb's  hand  circa  1935  is  the 
following: 

37-11 

CC-1 

Combination  not  found  in  Miller  but  I  am  convinced  this  obverse  and  reverse 
are  correct. 


2588  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.2-k.5.  VF-35,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-5+. 
143.5  grains.  28.7mm.  180°.  Dark  green,  porous.  Edge  dent  at  1:00 
on  the  obverse.  Attribution  number  printed  on  paper,  pasted  on 
the  reverse.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2657,  early. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2589  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.3-i.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  137.2  grains.  28.2mm. 
180°.  Dark  golden  brown  and  black,  with  the  usual  iridescence. 
Old  attribution  number  printed  on  paper,  pasted  on  the  reverse. 
Die  states  as  Taylor:  2629. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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2590  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.4-k.l.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  150.4  grains.  28.2mm. 
160°.  Golden  brown,  iridescent.  Old  attribution  number  printed 
on  paper,  pasted  on  the  reverse.  Later  die  states  than  Taylor:  2632 
and  Pine  Tree  E.A.C.:  152.  Pronounced  die  clashing,  at  least  twice, 
with  incused  date  above  effigy's  head  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2591  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.5-e.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  165.4  grains.  28.2mm. 
155°.  Dark,  green  iridescence.  Porous.  Earlier  obverse  state  than 
Taylor:  2633. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2592  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.7-h.2.  VG-8.  Rarity-6.  127.7  grains.  28.3mm. 
315°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Attribution  paper  removed  from  the 
reverse.  Earlier  die  states  than  Taylor:  2637,  but  even  now  both 
dies  are  sinking. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2593  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.8-k.2.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  133.7  grains.  28.3mm. 
220°.  Grade  is  technical,  sharpness  of  a  lesser  order.  Golden  brown 
and  green  iridescence.  A  few,  trivial  flaws.  Die  states  as  Taylor: 
2638. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2594  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.8-HH.  F-12.  Rarity-5.  141.0  grains.  27.9mm. 
175°.  Iridescent  purple  and  green.  Grade  is  technical,  this  varie¬ 
ty  is  usually  softly  struck.  Later  die  states  than  Taylor:  2639.  At¬ 
tribution  number  printed  on  paper,  pasted  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse,  but  incorrect. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2595  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.8-LL.  VF-30.  Rarity-5-.  130.3  grains. 
28.4mm.  200°.  Nice,  golden  brown.  Some  planchet  roughness. 
Earlier  states  than  Taylor:  2640.  Slightly  off  center,  only  affecting 
the  very  lops  of  NN  on  the  obverse.  Reverse  minor  flaw  covering 
top  of  first  date  digit. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2596  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.10-RR.  VF-35,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-6. 

147.8  grains.  27.9mm.  165°.  Golden  brown  and  green.  Later  die 
states  than  Taylor:  2643,  pronounced  incusations  visible  around 
both  obverse  and  reverse  legends.  Clear,  incused  date  numerals 
above  effigy's  head. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1955. 

2597  1787  Connecticut.  M  37.13-HH.  F-15/VF-20.  Rarity-5.  130.0  grains. 
28.5mm.  170°.  Dark  brown,  slightly  porous.  Edge  bump  at  10:00 
on  the  obverse.  Old  attribution  number  printed  on  paper  and  past¬ 
ed  on  the  reverse.  Obverse  state  slightly  earlier  than  Taylor:  2647. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2598  1787  Connecticut  group.  M  38-1.2.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  147.0  grains. 
28.3mm.  175°.  Grade  is  technical.  Golden  brown  and  green.  Re¬ 
verse  flawed;  M  38-GG.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  146.9  grains.  28.0mm.  160°. 
Brown  and  green  with  rosy  highlights.  AUCIORI  variety.  Attri¬ 
bution  numbers  on  obverse  and  reverse;  M  40-kk.l.  VF-20,  Con¬ 
dition  Census.  Rarity-6+.  157.2  grains.  28.7mm.  200°.  Dark  brown, 
initials  RB  scratched  on  the  obverse.  AUCTOPI  variety.  Usual  state 
of  the  obverse  and  reverse,  about  equal  to  Taylor:  2659.  Old  attri¬ 
bution  number  printed  on  paper  and  pasted  on  the  reverse;  M 
41-ii.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  153.0  grains.  28.9mm.  185°.  Smooth  brown 
surfaces,  blue-green  highlights.  Attribution  number  printed  on 
paper,  pasted  on  the  reverse.  AUCTOPI  ETIIB  errors;  M  41-ii.  F-12. 
Rarity-4.  137.5  grains.  29.1mm.  195°.  Dark,  porous.  A  second  ex¬ 
ample,  M  42-kk.2.  F-15.  Rarity-4.  146.9  grains.  28.3mm.  230°. 


Golden  brown.  Later  obverse  state  than  Taylor:  2663.  D  of  INDE 
double  punched.  Attribution  number  printed  on  paper,  pasted 
on  the  reverse;  M  43.1-Y.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  140.2  grains.  28.9mm. 
165°.  Recollared.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2664.  CONNFC  variety;  M 
43.1-Y.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  136.0  grains.  28.7mm.  175°.  Dark.  Obverse 
flawed.  States  as  the  preceding;  M  43.1-Y.  VG-10  to  F-12.  Rarity-2. 
130.0  grains.  28.7mm.  175°.  A  third  example,  but  from  an  earlier 
obverse  state  than  the  preceding  two  and  Taylor:  2664.  Counter- 
stamped  with  an  impression  of  a  clay  pipe  on  the  obverse,  as  seen 
on  some  other  early  American  coins;  M  43.2-X.4.  F-12/VG-8. 
Rarity-6.  120.3  grains.  28.5mm.  175°.  Grade  is  technical,  sharp¬ 
ness  of  a  lesser  order.  Early  obverse  state,  before  clashing.  See 
Taylor:  2665,  for  a  later  state.  Dark,  reverse  porous.  The  commonest 
"Not  in  Miller"  variety.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  six  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  seventh  purchased  after 
1957;  the  eighth  purchased  circa  1913-1915;  the  ninth  and  tenth  both 
purchased  from  Richard  Picker,  the  ninth  in  1955. 

2599  1787  Connecticut.  M  39.1-h.l.  VG-6/F-15.  Rarity-6 +.  145.2  grains. 
28.6mm.  175°.  Golden  brown.  States  as  Taylor:  2653,  early.  Ob¬ 
verse  soft.  Attribution  number  printed  on  paper,  pasted  at  the 
base  of  the  reverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2600  1787  Connecticut.  M  39. 1-ff .2.  F-12.  Rarity-6+.  120.5  grains. 
28.4mm.  185°.  Dark  mahogany  brown.  States  as  Taylor:  2654.  AUC- 
TOBI  variety.  Obverse  and  reverse  flawed,  scratched. 


2601  1787  Connecticut.  M  39.2-ee.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  138.9  grains.  28.1mm. 
225°.  Nice,  glossy  brown.  Reverse  softness  as  usual,  see  Taylor: 
2655.  Later  obverse  state  than  the  Taylor  coin.  Struck  off  center, 
bottoms  of  date  numerals  off  flan.  Old  attribution  number  print¬ 
ed  on  paper,  pasted  at  the  base  of  the  reverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

2602  1787  Connecticut  group.  M  44-W.4.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  134.0  grains. 
28.4mm.  170°.  Brown,  with  iridescent  purple  and  green.  Later 
states  than  Taylor:  2667.  Attribution  number  printed  on  paper, 
pasted  at  the  base  of  the  reverse;  M  53-FF.  F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity-5. 
116.8  grains.  28.4mm.  165°.  Grade  is  technical.  States  as  Taylor: 
2680.  Brown,  obverse  scratched  and  flawed.  Old  attribution  num¬ 
ber  printed  on  paper,  pasted  on  the  reverse;  1788  Connecticut. 
M  4.1-B.l.  AG-3/F-12.  Rarity-6.  106.4  grains.  29.0mm.  170°.  States 
as  Taylor:  2691.  Obverse  usually  softer  than  reverse  in  this  com¬ 
bination.  Date  incused  over  effigy's  head,  as  usually  seen,  also; 
M  5-B.2.  G-4  to  VG-6.  Rarity-6.  94.8  grains.  28.3mm.  170°.  Very 
porous  surfaces.  Struck  over  a  1785  Constellatio  Nova;  M  6-H. 
G-4/F-12.  Rarity-6.  136.5  grains.  27.4mm.  145°.  Somewhat  later  die 
states  than  Taylor:  2699.  Obverse  pitted.  Date  incused  at  top  of 
obverse,  more  strongly  than  seen  on  the  Taylor  coin;  M  7-E.  F-15. 
Rarity-5+.  114.0  grains.  27.4mm.  210°.  Porous  and  rough.  Irides¬ 
cent,  as  commonly  seen  on  the  pieces  from  this  collection;  M  10-C. 
AG-3/F-12.  Rarity-6.  115.4  grains.  28.7mm.  175°.  Dark,  obverse 
scratched.  Struck  over  a  1785  Constellatio  Nova;  M  11-G.  VF-20. 
Rarity-3.  116.3  grains.  27.1mm.  165°.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2708. 
Edges  clipped  at  1:00  on  the  obverse,  as  many  seen  (see  Taylor: 
2708,  for  example).  Struck  from  clashed  dies;  M  12.1-E.  VF-20. 
Rarity-4.  112.2  grains.  27.1mm.  190°.  Later  dies  states  than  Tay¬ 
lor:  2710,  obverse  nearly  terminal;  M  12.1-F.l.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  168.0 
grains.  28.0mm.  130°.  Olive  brown,  with  iridescent  highlights. 
Scratched.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

The  first  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913;  the  remainder  pur¬ 
chased  circa  1913-1915. 
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2603  1787  Connecticut.  M  45-CC.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-6.  135.4  grains. 
27.7mm.  165°.  Golden  brown,  flawed.  Later  states  than  Taylor:  2670. 
The  only  combination  of  these  dies. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 

2604  1787  Connecticut.  M  46-BB.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  138.6  grains.  28.2mm. 
180°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Sharper  than  Taylor:  2672.  Same  die 
states  as  that  coin.  Microscopically  porous.  Attribution  number 
printed  on  paper,  pasted  at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 


2605  1787  Connecticut.  M  48-g.5.  VF-20.  Rarity-6+.  129.8  grains. 

28.3mm.  170°.  Golden  brown.  Obverse  flawed.  Die  states  as  Tay¬ 
lor:  2674.  Traces  of  paper  bearing  attribution  at  the  base  of  the 
reverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


1788  M  2-D 

Condition  Census 


2606  1788  Connecticut.  M  2-D.  EF-40  to  45,  Condition  Census.  Rarity-1. 
138.1  grains.  27.5mm.  155°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Very  near  termi¬ 
nal  state  of  the  obverse,  considerably  later  than  Taylor:  2684,  with 
additional  strengthened  breaks  running  from  the  top  of  the  wreath 
to  the  adjacent  rim.  The  cud  at  the  back  of  the  effigy's  shoulder 
is  here  quite  more  pronounced  than  on  the  Taylor  coin.  Reverse 
state  about  as  on  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2607  1788  Connecticut.  M  3-B.l.  F-15.  Rarity-5.  113.4  grains.  29.1mm. 
175°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Obverse  scratched,  reverse  active  ver¬ 
digris.  Struck  over  a  1785  Constellatio  Nova. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2608  1788  Connecticut.  M  4.1-K.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  118.3  grains.  27.4mm. 
165°.  Glossy,  smooth  black  surfaces.  Struck  from  clashed  dies, 
with  incusations  visible  before  the  effigy's  face  and  around  Lib¬ 
erty  on  the  reverse.  Typical  flat  appearing  obverse,  with  round¬ 
ed  reverse  rims,  as  on  Taylor:  2692. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2609  1788  Connecticut.  M  7-F.2.  G-4/F-12.  Rarity-6+.  112.6  grains. 
27.7mm.  335°.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Obverse  weakness  typi¬ 
cal,  as  this  was  a  resurrected  1787  die.  Reverse  soft,  the  die  hav¬ 
ing  been  injured.  Somewhat  later  states  than  Taylor:  2701. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 

2610  1788  Connecticut.  M  9-E.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  121.7  grains.  26.9mm. 
190°.  Dark  golden  brown,  with  iridescence  on  both  surfaces.  Typi¬ 
cal  strike,  somewhat  earlier  obverse  state,  no  bold  incusations  visi¬ 
ble  above  the  effigy's  head,  as  they  were  on  Taylor:  2704. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2611  1788  Connecticut.  M  12.2-C.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  103.2  grains.  28.3mm. 
185°.  Dark.  Die  states  about  as  Taylor:  2712.  Struck  over  a  1785 
Constellatio  Nova;  M  13-A.l  F-15.  Rarity-5.  109.6  grains.  27.6mm. 
45°.  Die  states  as  Taylor:  2715.  CONNLC  variety;  M  14.1-L.2. 
G-6/AG-3.  Rarity-6+.  113.6  grains.  27.7mm.  350°.  Obverse  rim  clip 
at  11:00.  Obverse  off  center,  as  usual.  Reverse  “fatal  break"  about 
as  advanced  as  Taylor:  2717;  M  14.2-A.2.  VG-8.  Rarity-6.  123.3 
grains.  27.1mm.  5°.  Grade  is  technical,  for  the  variety.  Die  states 
later  than  Taylor:  2720;  M  15.2-P.  AG-3.  Rarity-6-.  139.1  grains. 
27.5mm.  0°.  Dark,  dented;  M  16.3-N.  F-15.  Rarity-2.  93.8  grains. 
27.7mm.  195°.  Smooth  surfaces.  Softly  struck.  Die  states  as  Tay¬ 
lor:  2728.  Reverse  scratched;  M  16.5-H.  AG-3.  Rarity-6.  149.9  grains. 
27.1mm.  170°.  Porous.  Obverse  struck  after  the  die  was  reground; 
reverse  state  slightly  later  than  Taylor:  2733.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

All  purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2612  1788  Connecticut.  M  12.2-E.  EF-40.  Rarity-6.  113.6  grains.  29.1mm. 

155°.  Dark  brown.  Grade  is  technical,  for  the  variety.  Struck  off 
center,  CONNE  off  flan,  bottoms  of  date  numerals  also  missing. 
Double  struck.  Reverse  scratched. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 
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2613  1788  Connecticut.  M  15.1-L.l.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  105.2  grains. 
27.5mm.  185°.  Smooth,  brown  surfaces.  Slightly  later  obverse  state 
than  Taylor:  2721.  Parallel  flaws  on  the  obverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2614  1788  Connecticut.  M  16.1-D.  VF-30.  Rarity-2.  109.2  grains.  27.4mm. 
180°.  Medium  golden  brown.  Much  later  reverse  state  than  Tay¬ 
lor:  2724,  the  break  over  Liberty's  left  thigh  advanced  and  anoth¬ 
er,  larger  cud  developing  over  her  left  foot  and  lower  leg.  Spi¬ 
dery  breaks  also  visible  running  from  base  of  globe,  through  base 
of  shield,  through  B  to  rim.  Upper  and  lower  serifs  of  E  of  ET 
joined  by  a  cud.  Probably  near  terminal  for  the  die. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2615  1788  Connecticut.  M  16.1-H.  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  114.7  grains.  27.3mm. 
185°.  Severe  planchet  crack  at  the  base  of  the  obverse,  obscuring 
the  tops  of  Liberty's  head  and  the  neighboring  punctuation.  Re¬ 
verse  shows  more  detail,  however,  than  Taylor:  2726.  Incusations 
of  the  obverse  of  another  coin  faintly  visible  on  the  obverse  of 
this  piece. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

2616  1788  Connecticut.  M  16.2-0.  VF-20.  Rarity-6.  129.9  grains.  27.7mm. 
165°.  Dark  brown.  Reverse  flawed.  Very  late  reverse  state,  cracked 
and  bulged,  later  than  Taylor:  2727.  Full  INDL  on  the  reverse. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2617  1788  Connecticut.  M  16.4-L.2.  F15.  Rarity-6.  135.2  grains.  27.9mm. 

0°.  Dark  golden  brown,  with  "wood-grain"  appearance  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Same  obverse  state,  later  reverse  state  than  Taylor:  2731. 
Struck  slightly  off  center,  affecting  the  tops  of  CONNE  on  the 
obverse  and  IND  on  the  reverse.  Date  numerals  mostly  off  flan, 
only  the  tops  of  88  visible. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 


2618  1788  Connecticut.  M  16.5-H.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  109.2  grains.  27.2mm. 
170°.  Dark  and  porous.  Obverse  before  regrinding,  EC  separate; 
reverse  state  as  Taylor:  2733. 

From  Richard  Picker,  date  unrecorded. 

2619  1788  Connecticut.  M  17-Q.  G-4.  Rarity-7-.  114.6  grains.  27.2mm. 
185°.  Dark  and  porous,  obverse  scratched.  Struck  from  an  imper¬ 
fectly  rolled  flan,  accounting  for  the  weakness  of  the  top  of  the 
obverse  and  base  of  the  reverse.  Die  states  appear  to  be  about 
as  Taylor:  2735. 

Purchased  circa  1913-1915. 

Immune  Columbia 
Coinage 

The  1785  Immune  Columbia  coinage  is  extremely  rare 
today,  and  may  have  been  rarely  encountered  in  circulation 
even  in  the  era  of  its  manufacture.  As  specimens  are  known 
in  all  three  coinage  metals  of  the  period,  gold,  silver,  and 
copper,  it  has  been  presumed  that  the  pieces  surviving  to¬ 
day  are  the  remnants  of  what  was  originally  a  pattern  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  uniform  coinage  to  be  struck  in  all  three  metals. 

The  1785  Immune  Columbia  obverse  has  been  considered 
by  some  a  product  of  Thomas  Wyon  of  Birmingham,  En¬ 
gland.  The  obverse  is  presumed  to  have  been  taken  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  by  Walter  Mould,  said  to  have  been  an  employee  of  the 
Wyons'  mint  in  Birmingham,  who  came  to  America  in  1785. 
The  earliest  and  most  authoritative  supporter  of  this 
hypothesis  was,  of  course,  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  The  obser¬ 
vation  has  been  echoed  thereafter  in  most  printed  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  coinage.  However,  to  the  present  writer's  mind, 
there  is  nothing  particular  in  the  design  of  the  obverse  that 
demands  British  manufacture.  While  there  was  nothing  that 
would  have  stopped  Mould  from  sequestering  the  die  when 
he  left  Wyon's  establishment  in  1785,  there  is  equally  noth¬ 
ing  intrinsic  to  the  die  that  argues  against  manufacture  in 
America.  Of  all  the  questions  still  open  in  early  American 
numismatics,  the  question  of  the  origins  and  purposes  of 
the  1785  Immune  Columbia  coinage  struck  in  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  is  one  most  in  need  of  re-examination. 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  the  Immune  Columbia  coinage 
is  remarkable  both  for  the  rarities  it  contains  and  their  con¬ 
ditions.  Three  of  the  five  pieces  to  follow  are  among  the  finest 
known  of  the  handful  that  survive.  The  first  piece  is  the  Cros¬ 
by  Plate  reverse,  and  is  exceptional  for  its  vertical  edge  reed¬ 
ing;  the  fourth  specimen  is  the  Parmelee  Collection  coin. 
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1785  Immune  Columbia 

Silver  —  Vertical  Reeding 
The  Crosby  Plate  Reverse 


2620  1785  Immune  Columbia.  Silver.  Crosby  VII,  31,  this  reverse. 

VF-30.  Rarity-7,  borderline,  eight  to  10  known.  92.0  grains.  27.5mm. 
160°.  Vertical  edge  reeding,  like  the  ANS  specimen  but  unlike 
any  other  seen  (for  example,  Garrett:  1333  and  Robison:  99,  which 
had  diagonal  reeding).  Not  holed;  about  half  of  the  number  traced 
are  holed. 

Immune  Columbia  obverse  muled  with  the  1785  Constellatio 
Nova  obverse  3.  Eight  to  ten  known,  we  can  trace  the  following 
reeded  edge  pieces: 

1 .  Norweb,  vertical  reeding. 

2.  Brand  II:  956.  Reeding  type  unspecified.  Ex  Parmelee. 

3.  Garrett:  1333.  Diagonal  reeding. 

4.  New  Netherlands  60th  (1968):  454.  Reeding  type  un¬ 
specified.  To  a  noted  Eastern  collection. 

5.  Robison:  99.  Diagonal  reeding.  Ex  Brand. 

6.  ANS  vertical  edge  reeding. 


7.  F.C.C.  Boyd  Estate.  Reeding  type  unspecified.  Two  at¬ 
tempted  punctures. 

Purchased  privately  from  Nezv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1956;  earlier,  ex  C.E.  Clapp  Collection  (12136). 

We  have  weight  statistics  on  five  of  the  eight  to  10  pieces  known: 

Norweb:  92.0  grains. 

Garrett:  1333  133.7  grains. 

New  Netherlands  60th  84.45  grains. 

Robison:  99  75.1  grains. 

ANS  84.8  grains. 

The  average  weight  of  these  five  specimens  is  94.01  grains.  When  the  unusually  heavy 
Garrett  specimen  is  extracted  from  the  total,  the  average  weight  falls  to  84.09  grains 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  British  shilling  of  the  period  had  a  statuatory  weight 
of  87.3  grains,  suggesting  that  the  standard  the  Immune  Columbias  were  struck  to  in 
silver  was  the  British  shilling  standard. 

Three  plain  edge  specimens  are  known  from  these  dies: 

Roper:  210  86.4  grains.  Ex  Boyd  Estate. 

Ted  Craige  Estate. 

Lauder:  191.  Withdrawn  prior  to  sale. 
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1785  Immune  Columbia  Copper 


Cinquefoil  and  Stop  in  Legend 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


2621  1785  Immune  Columbia.  Copper.  AU-55  to  MS-60.  Crosby  VII, 

30,  variety  with  cinquefoil  and  stop  in  reverse  legend  (the  Guide 
Book's  "Extra  Star  in  Legend"  variety).  Rarity- 7,  borderline,  about 
a  dozen  known.  148.2  grains.  27.9mm.  0°.  Perfect  obverse  die.  Rich 
golden  brown.  Numerous  small  planchet  pits  on  both  surfaces, 
as  usually  found  (see  the  Roper  and  Robison  specimens,  for  ex¬ 
ample).  Plain,  uncollared  edge.  1785  Immune  Columbia  obverse, 
same  die  as  preceding,  muled  with  1783  Constellatio  Nova  ob¬ 
verse  2. 

About  a  dozen  are  thought  to  survive.  We  have  traced  the 
following: 

1  .  Norweb. 


2 .  Garrett:  1334.  146.8  grains.  EF. 

3.  Roper:  209.  147.0  grains.  Choice  EF. 

4.  Lauder:  192.  Weight  unrecorded.  Fine. 

5.  Robison:  98.  149.2  grains.  AU. 

6.  Brand  II:  957.  Weight  unrecorded.  VF. 

7.  Stack's  (6/73).  Weight  unrecorded.  Uncirculated.  Ex 
Brand. 

8.  Pine  Tree/John  Carter  Brown  Library.  130.6  grains.  Good. 
The  weights  recorded  above  suggest  that  the  copper  Immune 

Columbia  coinage  was  of  unusually  good  weight  for  the  time. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  I unitary  11,  1937;  earlier 
in  the  Brand  Collection. 
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2622  1785  Immune  Columbia.  Copper.  VF-20.  Unknown  to  Crosby. 

Rarity-8,  two  known.  Crosby's  Immune  Columbia  reverse  muled 
with  his  Constelatio  Nova  1783  obverse  3  (1785  obverse  1,  same 
die),  but  the  combination  not  known  to  him.  109.3  grains.  27.3mm. 
160°.  Deep  golden  brown.  Somewhat  tight  at  11:00  on  the  obverse, 
top  of  reverse,  but  only  the  tops  of  UNE  are  affected.  Perfect  ob¬ 
verse,  trace  of  die  rust  in  innermost  rays  of  Glory,  near  left  point 
of  All  Seeing  Eye.  Plain  edge,  not  collared.  Superior  to  the  other 


known,  Maris-Garrett:  1335-Roper:  212-noted  Eastern  collection, 
graded  VG.  The  Maris-Garrett  specimen  weighs  109.1  grains;  this 
and  the  weight  of  the  Norweb  piece  is  typical  for  lightweight  cir¬ 
culating  coppers  of  the  period.  It  is  quite  possible  that  this  varie¬ 
ty,  although  usually  called  a  pattern,  may  actually  have  been 
struck  for  circulation  purposes. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Melil  on  January  11,  1937;  earlier, 
ex  Parmelee,  Brand. 


1785  Immune  Columbia  Copper 

Blunt  Rays  CONSTELATIO 
The  Finer  of  Two  Known 
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1785  Immune  Columbia/CEORCIVS 
REX  Muling 

The  Parmelee  Specimen 
Possibly  the  Finest  Known 


2623  1785  Immune  Columbia/Machin's  Mills  CEORCIVS  REX  mul¬ 
ing.  EF-40.  Crosby  VII,  32.  Vlack  15-85NY.  Rarity-7-  to  6+  (un¬ 
certain  absolute  rarity).  126.9  grains.  26.1mm.  175°.  Technical  grade 
of  EF-40,  exceptional  sharpness  of  a  VF30  piece.  Sharper  and  with¬ 
out  the  centering  problems  of  Garrett:  1336.  Rich,  orange-golden 
brown.  Obverse  always  appears  soft,  as  struck  from  a  deliberate¬ 
ly  shallowly  cut  die.  Reverse  flan  crack  from  rim  at  8:00  to  drap¬ 
ery,  does  not  penetrate  through  the  coin,  and  was  a  rolling  flaw. 
Perfectly  centered  obverse,  with  partial  denticles  from  6:00  to  12:00! 
Reverse  off  center,  tops  of  UN,  most  of  BIA  off  flan.  In  date,  178 
full,  5  more  than  60%  present!  The  nicest  of  the  specimens  per¬ 
sonally  seen  by  us: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2 .  Garrett:  1336.  122.4  grains.  "EF." 

3.  Roper:  211.  106.1  grains.  VG-Fine. 

4.  Park:  125.  Weight  unrecorded.  VF,  porous. 

5.  Robison:  100.  110.6  grains.  Fine. 

6.  Lauder:  193.  Weight  unrecorded.  VG-Fine. 

7.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory,  G-VG. 

8 .  Q.  David  Bowers  reference  collection  of  Vermont  cop¬ 
pers,  as  an  association  piece,  Fine. 

The  Crosby  Plate  coin  is  a  very  close  match  to  the  present  Nor¬ 
web  coin,  but  its  weight  was  recorded  as  129.0  grains. 

There  may  be  some  correlation  to  be  seen  based  upon  the  die 
axes  of  the  Norweb  specimens,  the  only  ones  we  are  aware  of 
that  have  been  so  recorded.  For  example,  Lots  2620  and  2622  above 
are  both  aligned  at  the  160°  axis,  while  this  present  piece  is  aligned 
at  175°.  The  lot  to  follow,  the  1785  Immune  Columbia/Vermont 
muling,  was  aligned  at  215°.  The  exceptional  piece  in  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection  is  the  "Extra  Star  in  Legend"  specimen,  which 
was  aligned  along  what  we  call  today  "medal  turn." 

The  average  weight  of  the  five  specimens  we  have  enumerated 
afcwjve  is  119.0  grains,  slightly  to  the  high  side  of  the  Machin's  Mills 
standard  and  near  the  contemporary  Birmingham  standard. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  21,  1937;  earlier, 
ex  Parmelee,  Brand. 


1785  Immune  Columbia/VERMON 


AUCTORI  Muling 


2624  1785  Immune  Columbia/VERMON  AUCTORI  muling.  G-4  to  6. 

RR-1,  Bressett  26-Z,  Crosby  p.186,  36.  Rarity-6.  104.6  grains. 
25.9mm.  215°.  Dark  golden  brown.  Deep  obverse  scratches, 
reminiscent  of  an  X-rated  copper.  Flan  flaw  on  the  obverse  rim 
at  2:30.  Nicer  than  the  Norweb  1:1263,  Taylor:  2053,  and  Garrett: 
551-Roper:  316  specimens.  Reverse  center  weak  as  often  seen,  but 
the  obverse  center  is  free  from  porosity. 

We  have  recorded  weights  on  only  four  specimens:  Taylor:  2053 
132.6  grains;  Norweb  I:  1263  106.7  grains;  Garrett:  551 118.2  grains; 
this  104.6  grains.  The  average  weight,  115.5  grains,  is  the  Birming¬ 
ham  standard  or  the  heavy  side  of  the  Machin's  standard. 
Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  11,  1937. 


Confederatio  Coppers 

Like  their  related  Immune  Columbia  cousins,  the  Con¬ 
federatio  copper  coinage  dated  1785  and  1787  has  long  been 
linked  with  the  English  firm  of  medalists  and  die  sinkers, 
the  Wyons  of  Birmingham.  Walter  Mould  is  said  to  have 
brought  dies  with  him  to  America,  when  he  left  England 
in  1785.  However,  it  should  be  pointed  out,  that  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  intrinsic  to  the  dies  that  bespeaks  an  English  rather  than 
an  American  point  of  origin.  If  historical  analysis  prefers  the 
simpler  to  the  more  complex  explanation  for  an  event  or 
phenomenon,  then  perhaps  in  the  case  of  the  Confedera- 
tios,  as  well  as  the  Immune  Columbias,  it  is  simpler  to  say 
that  the  dies  were  cut  in  America,  rather  than  assuming  their 
manufacture  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  their  clandes¬ 
tine  export  in  Walter  Mould's  luggage. 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  the  Confederatio  coppers  con¬ 
tains  four  of  these  outstandingly  rare  pieces,  including  the 
unique  1785  Confederatio/1786  Excelsior  muling,  the  Par¬ 
melee  coin,  as  well  as  Henry  Chapman's  specimen  of  the 
Large  Circle  Confederatio  and  the  second  finest  known  1785 
Small  Circle  Confederatio. 
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2625  1785  Confederatio  copper.  EF-40.  Crosby  VII,  12,  small  circle  and 

stars,  long  rays.  Rarity- 7,  nine  traced.  148.6  grains.  27.7mm.  150°. 
Tied  with  the  Roper  and  Newman  specimens  for  second  finest 
known.  Medium  golden  brown.  Insignificant  patches  of  "porosity" 
on  the  obverse,  each  pinprick  sized  and  not  distracting  or  nearly 
as  severe  as  on  the  Stickney-Garrett  piece,  for  example.  Perfectly 
centered  and  well  struck  up. 

A  classic  rarity.  Crosby  knew  of  three:  Parmelee's,  Appleton's, 
and  Stickney's.  The  finest  is  the  Parmelee-Hall-Brand-New  Nether¬ 
lands  51st-Stack's  (10/87):  32,  the  discovery  coin.  To  the  eight  speci¬ 
mens  enumerated  in  the  description  of  the  Stack's  (10/87):  32  coin, 
we  can  add  this  specimen,  making  nine  known.  Unfortunately, 
no  pedigree  can  certainly  be  ascribed  to  the  Norweb  coin. 

In  the  inventory  ledgers  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  inventory 
number  1539  lists  a  Confederatio  copper  with  Small  Circle  in  Un¬ 
circulated  condition  as  being  ex  Stickney:  374  for  $350.  We  know 
from  our  research  on  the  Norweb  Collection  generally  (see  our 
The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy)  that  the  ledger  con¬ 
taining  inventory  numbers  1  through  3,171  was  started  in  1935 
and  that  the  first  1,500  or  1,600  coins  inventoried  were  from  Al¬ 
bert  F.  Holden's  Collection  (obit  1913),  so  we  are  certain  that  the 
Confederatio  copper  offered  here  was  acquired  by  Albert  Hold¬ 
en  before  1913.  However,  the  Holden-Norweb  coin  cannot  have 


been  the  Stickney  piece,  as  Stickney's  sold  for  more  than  $350 
and  went  ultimately  to  Garrett,  where  it  sold  as  Lot  1330  of  the 
Garrett  Collection  sale.  Therefore,  the  Norweb  piece  cannot  be 
accurately  pedigreed.  Its  grade  is  not  equivalent  to  that  of  the  Win- 
sor  (1895)  coin;  and  its  acquisition  date  is  earlier  than  the  Bal- 
denhofer  sale  (1955),  so  it  cannot  be  the  Bushnell  piece  if  the  ped¬ 
igree  Bushnell-Baldenhofer  is  correct.  We  note  that  the  Norweb 
coin  is  not  the  Maris  coin,  as  that  is  owned  by  Eric  P.  Newman. 
As  far  as  we  can  determine,  the  following  is  a  full  listing  of  the 
nine  specimens  of  this  rarity: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2.  Stack's  (10/87):  32,  the  New  Netherlands  51st-Parmelee 
coin.  Finest  known. 

3.  Roper:  215,  ex  Park:  126,  G.  Ham. 

4.  Eric  Newman  Collection,  ex  Maris,  Garrett,  Raymond. 

5.  Stack's  ANA  (1976):  109,  technically  VF  with  better 
sharpness. 

6.  Garrett:  1330,  the  Stickney-Crosby  Plate  coin. 

7.  Baldenhofer:  44,  the  Bushnell  coin. 

8.  Winsor  sale  (Chapmans  1895):  289. 

9.  Appleton-M.H.S.  coin,  untraced. 

Pedigree  unrecorded;  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913. 


1785  Confederatio  Copper 

Small  Circle,  Long  Rays 
Tied  for  Second  Finest  Known 
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2626  1785  Confederatio  copper.  Crosby  VII,  13,  large  circle  and  stars, 

short  rays.  Rarity-7  +  .  117.7  grains.  30.0mm.  345°.  Dark  brown, 
verging  on  black.  Reverse  off  center  towards  the  middle  lower 
left,  accounting  for  the  striking  weakness  on  the  obverse  from 
8:00  to  11:00.  All  legends  fully  present,  however.  Reverse  die 
bulged,  accounting  for  central  weakness  on  stars  (as  Garrett:  1329, 
more  advanced  than  the  Norweb  specimen).  Holed  and  skillful¬ 
ly  repaired  at  the  left  side  of  America's  head. 

Struck  from  a  different  obverse  die  than  the  preceding,  but  clear¬ 
ly  emanating  from  the  same  workshop.  AMERICA  here  is  cor¬ 
rect,  AMERICANA  on  the  preceding  is  the  incorrect  form.  We 
can  trace  only  four  specimens  positively  at  this  time.  This  is  rarer 
than  the  Small  Circle  variety! 

1  .  Norweb. 

2 .  Roper:  214. 

3.  Garrett:  1329. 


4.  Standard  Catalogue  (18th  edition)-Taxay  plate,  the  finest 
we  are  aware  of. 

These  are  known  on  broader,  thinner,  and  lighter  flans  than 
the  Small  Circle  variety.  Contrasting  the  weights,  we  find  the 
following: 

Small  Circle  Large  Circle 

148.6  grains  117.7  grains 

138.0  grains  112.4  grains 

142.7  grains  112.2  grains 

148.4  grains 

Purchased  front  Sol  Kaplan  at  the  1953  ANA  Convention,  the  fh*1 
national  convention  Emery  May  Norweb  was  prominently  visible  at; 
earlier,  e.r  Chapman,  Newcomer,  Meld,  Green,  Johnson,  kelly,  Prann, 
Harper  collections. 


1785  Confederatio  Copper 

Large  Circle,  Short  Rays 
Henry  Chapman's  Specimen 
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1785  Confederatio  Small  Circle/ 
1787  Excelsior  Copper  Reverse  Muling 

The  Parmelee  Coin 
Sole  Example  Traced 
First  Auction  Appearance  This  Century 


2627  1785  Confederatio  copper  reverse,  small  circle  type,  muled  with 

the  1787  Excelsior  copper  reverse,  usual  arrows  placement  type. 
F-12  to  15.  Crosby  dies  2-H,  Plate  VII,  21.  Rarity-8,  the  sole  speci¬ 
men  traced  (another  reported,  unconfirmed).  113.5  grains. 
27.5mm.  5°  (using  Confederatio  as  "obverse”).  Golden  brown 
high  points,  dark  brown  surfaces.  Both  sides  porous.  Excelsior 
reverse  usually  weak  on  last  two  date  numerals;  Confederatio 
reverse  usually  weak  on  ray  below  R.  Slightly  off  center  on  the 
Excelsior  side,  with  tops  of  BU  and  most  of  neighboring  S  off 
flan.  Top  of  U  of  UNUM  also  off  flan. 

The  only  specimen  definitely  attested,  another  is  reported  but 
not  known  confirmed.  This  example  referred  to  by  Crosby,  pages 
317-318,  weight  given  there  of  114  grains,  as  ex  Parmelee  Collec¬ 
tion.  Crosby's  plate,  however,  is  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  two 
different,  unrelated  coins.  Not  offered  for  public  sale  in  any  auc¬ 
tion  in  this  century.  A  muling  of  the  1785  Confederatio  small  cir¬ 
cle  reverse  with  the  1787  Excelsior  Eagle  reverse,  normal  arrows 
placement  die.  Neither  die  appears  to  have  been  very  worn  at 
the  time  of  their  muling. 

Based  on  die  axis  and  weight  statistics,  this  specimen  fits  with 
the  Confederatio  Large  Circle  pieces,  rather  than  the  Small  Cir¬ 
cle  Confederatios  or  the  Excelsior  coppers.  We  offer  the  follow¬ 


ing  statistical  survey  as  evidence  for  this  assertion. 


Variety 

Die  Axis 

Weight 

Confederatio/ 

150° 

148.6  grains 

Small  Circle 

138.0 

142.7 

148.4 

Confederatio/ 

345° 

117.7 

Large  Circle 

112.4 

112.2 

Excelsior 

185° 

142.8 

Eagle  Left 

148.9 

134.4 

Excelsior 

185° 

134.0 

Eagle  Right 

153.0 

148.4 

Transposed 

190° 

141.6 

Arrows 

165.5 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  July 
26,  1956;  earlier,  ex  Buck  Collection,  Dr.  Henderson. 
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1785  Confederatio  Copper 

GEN.  WASHINGTON  Obverse 


2628  1785  Confederatio  copper,  large  circle  type,  with  GEN. 

WASHINGTON  obverse.  VG-8/G-3.  Crosby  dies  1-D,  Plate  VII, 
14;  Baker-9.  Rarity-7.  131.8  grains.  28.5mm.  190°.  Dark  golden 
brown.  Slightly  off  center  on  the  obverse,  tops  of  ING  partially 
off  flan.  Reverse  worn,  EDERAT  faint  or  indistinct.  Date  and  cir¬ 
cle  type  clear,  however.  Obverse  very  similar  to,  but  not  the  same 
as,  the  Crosby  Plate  coin.  We  know  of  the  following  specimens 
of  this  rarity: 

1 .  Norweb,  ex  Prann  (1947). 

2.  Garrett:  1331.  87.0  grains. 

3.  Roper:  216.  129.0  grains. 

4.  Eric  Newman  Collection,  ex  Parmelee. 

5.  Appleton-M.H.S.  untraced. 

6.  John  J.  Ford  Collection. 

7.  William  Anton,  Jr.  Collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  1953. 


Constellatio  Nova 
Coppers 


1783  Crosby  2-B 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2630  1783  Constellatio  Nova  copper.  AU-55,  semiprooflike  surfaces. 

Crosby  2-B,  variety  with  smaller  US  and  pointed  rays.  Rarity-3 
for  the  dies.  135.4  grains.  27.9mm.  355°.  Attractive,  gray  brown. 
Very  sharp  strike,  an  exceptional  specimen.  A  few  trivial  old  marks 
and  a  toning  spot  beneath  US.  A  coin  for  a  connoisseur's  cabinet. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 

Eric  P.  Newman  first  noted  contemporary  British  newspaper  references  to  the  Con¬ 
stellatio  Nova  coinage:  the  March  1786  London  Chronicle  and  others  refer  to  the  types 
on  the  coinage  and  say  they  were  authorized  by  the  American  Congress. 

Later,  the  March  16,  1786  London  Advertiser  noted  that  a  correspondent  replied  to  the 
earlier  published  accounts  and  said  the  coinage  was  made  in  Birmingham,  on  order 
of  a  New  York  merchant,  and  that  "many  tons  were  struck  from  this  dye,  and  many 
from  another;  .  .  ."  This  report  was  later  picked  up  by  the  Massachusetts  Sentinel,  which 
expanded  "many  tons"  into  40  tons  (equivalent  to  over  five  million  individual  coins!). 
Later  writers  expanded  Birmingham  to  Thomas  and  Peter  Wyon's  operations  there, 
and  as  Walter  Mould  had  worked  in  Birmingham  and  had  fled  to  America  to  escape 
debtor's  prison,  assigned  Mould  to  Wyon's  mint  and  assumed  that  Mould  had  brought 
dies  created  in  Wyon's  mint  with  him  to  America. 

To  the  present  writer's  eye,  the  Constellatio  Nova  issue  is  too  crudely  done  to  be 
a  Wyon  product,  even  on  a  "quick  and  dirty"  private  contract  basis.  Additionally,  the 
three  known  mulings  of  a  1785  Immune  Columbia  obverse  with  Constellatio  Nova  ob¬ 
verses  1783-2,  and  1785-3;  the  muling  of  the  1785  Confederatio  Large  Circle  reverse 
with  an  unused  1785  Constellatio  Nova  reverse  (Crosby  Plate  VII,  10);  and  the  linkage 
of  the  Constellatio  Nova  reverses  muled  to  the  1785  Immune  obverse  to  four  Constel¬ 
latio  Nova  obverses  (1783-2,  1783-3,  1785-2,  and  1785-3)  in  five  combinations;  all  sug¬ 
gest  an  American  origin  for  the  issue. 

Nothing  in  the  fabric,  weight,  or  manufacture  of  the  Constellatio  Novas  demands 
British  origin,  or  even  an  origin  in  Wyon's  mint,  for  that  matter.  The  reverse  type  was 
quickly  imitated  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  first  Vermont  types  and  one  Vermont  va¬ 
riety  (1785  RR-1)  is  muled  with  the  same  1785  Immune  obverse  used  to  coin  the  1785 
lmmune/Constellatio  Nova  varieties.  A  rare  Machin's  halfpenny,  CEORC1VS  III. REX 
obverse,  is  a  muling  with  the  same  1785  Immune  Columbia  die.  Finally,  the  1785  Con¬ 
federatio  Large  Circle  reverse  muled  with  the  unused  1785  Constellatio  Nova  reverse 
referred  to  above  was  also  muled  with  the  1786  Immunis  Columbia  reverse  and  the 
1786  Eagle  reverse  type  (itself  muled  with  the  1786  Washington  and  1786  Arms  obverses). 

We  have  called  the  issue  Constellatio  Nova,  rather  than  the  common  usage  of  Nova 
Constellatio,  as  the  makers  clearly  intended  the  word  Constellatio  to  be  read  first  on 
the  piece.  The  reverse  should  properly  be  oriented  with  the  All  Seeing  Eye's  eyebrow 
at  the  top,  and  if  this  is  the  case,  then  Constellatio  properly  belongs  at  the  top  of  the 
reverse.  Additionally,  proper  Latin  usage  requires  the  adjective  to  follow  the  noun  it 
modifies,  and  this  sort  of  nicety  was  not  lost  on  those  of  the  educated  class  of  the  time. 

2631  1783  Constellatio  Nova.  EF-40.  Crosby  2-B,  same  variety  as  the 
preceding.  Rarity-3.  134.6  grains.  28.3mm.  350°.  Nice  dark  brown. 
Sharp  wreath.  Smooth  fields.  Not  collared. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  January  22,  1956; 
possibly  from  their  third  mail  bid  sale. 

2632  Trio  of  Constellatio  Nova  coppers.  1783.  VF-25.  Crosby  2-B,  same 
variety  as  the  preceding  two.  117.3  grains.  26.2mm,  small  flan. 
30°,  anomalous  die  axis.  Dark  golden  brown,  many  old  nicks  and 
bumps;  1783.  Crosby  3-C.  EF-40.  111.9  grains.  26.5mm.  335°.  Medi¬ 
um  brown,  with  some  mint  red  around  the  reverse  wreath.  Flaw 
at  the  top  of  the  obverse.  Not  collared;  1785.  Crosby  4-D.  F-15. 
114.7  grains.  27.0mm.  340°.  Glossy  dark  brown.  Not  collared.  Ex 
Zabriskie  Collection.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

The  first  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  before  1913;  the  second  purchased 
from  B.  Max  Mehl's  sale  of  November  30,  1954,  earlier  ex  1952  ANA 
sale  (Hines  Collection);  the  last  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henni 
Chapman's  sale  of  the  Andrew  C.  Zabriskie  Collection,  June  3,  1909. 


2629  1783  Constellatio  Nova  copper.  VF-25.  Crosby  1-A,  variety  with 

pointed  rays  and  large  US.  Rarity-4.  126.4  grains.  28.2mm.  215°. 
Medium  golden  brown.  Usual  clashed  dies,  with  damage  under 
ATIO  and  weakness  elsewhere. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  1955. 

Die  J»f  alignment  seen  on  this  piece,  215  ',  is  anomalous,  as  the  majority  seen  are 
oriented  335-355' 
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1783  Crosby  3-C 

Possibly  Finest  Known 
Exceptional  Sharpness 


2633  1783  Constelatio  Nova.  MS-60,  exceptional  sharpness.  Crosby  3-C, 
variety  with  one  L  and  blunt  rays.  Rarity-3  for  dies.  80.6  grains, 
remarkably  low  weight.  28.2mm,  proper  diameter.  340°.  1.25mm 
thick  (including  devices).  Glossy,  dark  golden  brown.  Semi¬ 
prooflike  surfaces,  possibly  an  18th-century  Proof.  Struck  at  least 
three  times,  from  the  first  to  last  offset  about  1mm.  Triple  strik¬ 
ing  clearly  done  to  bring  up  the  maximum  detail  in  design.  Edge 
also  highly  reflective,  apparently  collared.  All  the  earmarks  of  an 
early  Proof.  Only  one  other  corresponding  to  these  hallmarks  is 
known.  Minor  reverse  flaw  at  about  3:00,  between  the  wreath  and 
rim. 

Purchased  privately  from  Fred  Baldwin  in  1961. 


2634  1785  Constellatio  Nova.  VF-30.  Crosby  3-B,  Pointed  Rays  and  Wide 
Date  variety.  126.9  grains.  26.9mm.  340°.  Technically  VF-30,  sharp¬ 
ness  of  VF-20.  Medium  golden  brown.  Struck  from  rusted  dies, 
uncollared. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  the  Peter 
Mougey  Collection  (September  1910),  possibly  from  Lot  1499. 

2635  1785  Constellatio  Nova.  EF-40.  Crosby  4-D,  Pointed  Rays  and  Wide 
Date.  112.2  grains.  27.0mm.  350°.  Nice,  deep  orange  brown.  Some 
microscopic  porosity.  Not  collared. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  January  22,  1956. 


2636  1785  Constellatio  Nova.  AU-50.  Crosby  5-E,  Pointed  Rays  and  Wide 
Date.  108.2  grains.  27.9mm.  180°,  anomalous  die  axis.  Rich,  dark 
brown.  Smooth  and  glossy  obverse,  rough  and  rusted  reverse  sur¬ 
faces.  Not  collared. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  January  22,  1956. 

Massachusetts  Copper 
Coinage 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Massachusetts  copper  cents  and 
half  cents  of  1787  and  1788  is  among  the  largest  and  most 
comprehensive  offered  at  public  auction  sale.  Of  the  49 
presently  traced  varieties,  the  Norweb  Collection  contains 
38,  or  nearly  80%  of  the  total!  All  nine  varieties  of  the  1787 
and  1788  half  cents  are  included;  10  of  the  14  1787  cents  will 
be  found;  and  17  of  the  24  1788  cent  varieties  are  included. 

Not  only  is  the  collection  comprehensive,  but  it  is  also  out¬ 
standing  in  terms  of  condition.  The  1787  Ryder  1-B  is  the 
finest  known,  as  well  as  being  the  Greco  plate  coin.  In  fact, 
two  other  specimens  are  Greco  plate  coins,  and  seven  pieces 
are  counted  among  the  finest  known  of  their  variety.  One 
specimen,  the  1787  Ryder  1-B,  is  a  full  Rarity-8.  Three  others 
are  Rarity-7+,  while  an  additional  two  are  rated  Rarity- 7.  In 
terms  of  comprehensiveness  and  condition,  the  collection 
surpasses  that  of  the  late  Frederick  B.  Taylor,  as  well  as  the 
Garrett  Collection. 

The  Massachusetts  copper  coinage  of  1787  and  1788  far  out¬ 
shines  any  other  state  coinage  in  terms  of  the  excellence  of 
its  manufacture  and  the  consistency  of  its  technical  stan¬ 
dards.  In  terms  of  "quality  control,"  there  is  no  comparison 
between  the  outstanding  products  of  Massachusetts  with 
those  of  its  southern  neighbor,  Connecticut.  Collectors  of  the 
Massachusetts  copper  coinage  will  be  particularly  interest¬ 
ed  to  read  Volume  27,  No.  3  (November  1987)  of  The  Colonial 
Newsletter,  edited  by  Jim  C.  Spilman.  Contained  therein  is 
a  memoir  of  Jacob  Perkins,  which  provides  illuminating  and 
interesting  information  about  one  of  the  diecutters  for  the 
coinage;  as  well  as  Michael  Packard's  listing  of  the  rarity  rat¬ 
ings  for  the  coinage;  and  Jim  Spilman's  own  ground-breaking 
study  of  the  suspected  quantities  of  the  coinage  issued, 
based  upon  rarity  ratings  and  known  quantity  analysis  for¬ 
mulae.  We  highly  recommend  membership  in  the  Colonial 
Newsletter  Foundation  for  all  collectors  of  early  American 
coins.  Readers  desiring  to  take  advantage  of  the  benefits  of 
membership  may  contact  the  Colonial  Newsletter  Founda¬ 
tion  at  P.O.  Box  4411,  Huntsville,  Alabama  35802. 
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2637  1787  Half  cent.  Ryder  1-D.  AU-55.  Rarity-4.  72.6  grains.  24.0mm. 
185°.  Rich  golden  brown,  glossy  surfaces.  A  superior  specimen, 
nicer  than  Taylor:  2106  and  equivalent  in  technical  grade  to  Gar¬ 
rett:  575  and  Picker:  129. 

Purchased  from  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 

2638  Trio  of  Massachusetts  coppers.  1787  half  cent.  R  1-D.  ¥-12.  Rarity-4. 
69.5  grains.  23.8mm.  185°.  Dark;  1788  cent.  R  6-N.  VF-20.  Rarity-1. 
162.4  grains.  28.5mm.  175°.  Couple  of  obverse  edge  bumps;  1788 
cent.  R  11=E.  VF-35.  Rarity-2.  162.6  grains.  28.9mm.  175°.  Glossy 
dark  brown.  Many  obverse  scratches.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

The  first  purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company,  date  un¬ 
recorded;  the  second  purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  S.H.  Chapman's 
sale  of  the  Henry  L.  Jeioett  Collection  (June  21,  1909);  the  last  purchased 
privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  October  10,  1955. 


2639  1787  Half  cent.  R  1-D.  VF-20.  Rarity-4.  77.1  grains.  23.8mm.  180°. 
Dark  brown,  with  some  iridescence.  Technically  equivalent  to 
Taylor:  2106,  but  not  porous  like  the  Taylor  coin. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  S.H.  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Henry 
L.  Jeioett  Collection  (June,  1909). 


Glossy  1787  R  2-A  Half  Cent 


2640  1787  Half  cent.  R  2-A.  AU-55,  on  a  clear  and  glossy  flan.  Rarity-3. 
74.6  grains.  24.0mm.  180°.  Obverse  die  state  equivalent  to  Gar¬ 
rett:  576,  later  than  Taylor:  2107.  Reverse  die  state  equivalent  to 
Taylor:  2107  and  2108. 


1787  R  3-A 

Outstanding  Quality 


2641  1787  Half  cent.  R  3-A.  AU-55,  outstanding  quality.  Rarity-4.  72.0 

grains.  24.3mm.  180°.  Glossy  rich  chocolate  brown,  with  mint 
red  hints  around  much  of  the  periphery  and  the  central  devices. 
Far  superior  to  Taylor:  2108.  Usual  "poor”  obverse  die  work  and 
clear  evidence  of  dishing.  Possibly  among  the  finest  known  of 
the  variety. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  May  1,  1960. 
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1787  R  4-B  larly  on  the  obverse.  This  combination  missing  from  our  sale  of 

the  Taylor  Collection.  The  Garrett:  580  coin  was  an  AU-50.  We 
Among  the  Finest  Known  can  account  for  about  half  of  the  specimens  known:  Norweb; 

Garrett:  580;  ANS;  Eastern  collection. 


2642  1787  Half  cent.  R  4-B.  MS-60,  among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-5. 

72.4  grains.  24.0mm.  170°.  Perfect  obverse  die.  Exceptional  quali¬ 
ty,  with  smooth  glossy  surfaces.  Rich  and  pleasing  medium  tan. 
Typically  weak  obverse  center  (see  Taylor:  2110,  and  Picker:  131, 
for  example).  Taylor:  2109  showed  unusually  full  centers.  The  Nor¬ 
web  coin  is  technically  equivalent  to  Taylor:  2109! 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


1787  R  4-C  Half  Cent 


2643  1787  Half  cent.  R  4-C.  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  84.9  grains.  23.9mm.  170°. 
Deep  brown.  Mint  lustre  may  be  seen  around  the  periphery.  Ob¬ 
verse  not  as  sharp  as  Taylor:  2111,  but  the  piece  is  close  in  over¬ 
all  eye  appeal  to  that  coin.  This  would  make  a  very  nice  coin  for 
a  type  collection. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  January  15,  1959. 


1787  R  6-A  Half  Cent 


1787  R  6-D  Half  Cent 

Rarity-7 


2645  1787  Half  cent.  R  6-D.  EF-40.  Rarity-7.  75.8  grains.  24.5mm.  180°. 

Glossy,  deep  brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  Taylor:  2116,  and  from 
later  die  states  than  that  coin.  This  variety  missing  from  both  the 
Garrett  and  Picker  collection  sales.  We  can  account  for  about  half 
of  the  specimens  of  this  variety  known:  Norweb;  ANS  (2);  Eastern 
collection. 


2646  1788 Half  cent.  R  l-A.VF-35  to£F-40.  Rarity-6. 79.3 grains. 23.5mm. 
175°.  Dark  brown.  Porous.  Rim  clip  at  1:00  on  the  obverse.  Over¬ 
all,  nicer  than  Taylor:  2117. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1954. 


1788  R  1-B  Half  Cent 

Outstanding  Specimen 


Rarity-7 


2644  1787  Half  cent.  R  6-A.  VF-25.  Rarity-7.  76.7  grains.  24.3mm.  175°. 
Dark  brown.  Usual  die  states.  Microscopically  porous,  particu- 


2647  1788  Half  cent.  Rl-B.  MS-60,  oustanding.  Rarity-1.  73.8  grains. 
23.7mm.  175°.  Glossy,  medium  golden  tan.  Perfect  dies.  Techni¬ 
cally  superior  to  Picker:  135,  and  equivalent  to  Roper.  219.  Gar¬ 
rett:  581  may  be  the  finest  known  of  the  variety. 
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1787  R  1-B 


The  Finest  Known 
The  Greco  Plate  Coin 


2648  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  1-B.  EF-45,  the  finest  known.  Greco 

plate  coin.  Rarity-7+.  138.2  grains.  28.8mm.  180°.  The  "Stooped 
Indian"  variety,  said  by  some  to  be  a  product  of  Machin's  Mills, 
a  contemporary  counterfeit.  The  Indian  on  the  obverse  of  the  piece 
has  a  distinctly  stooped  appearance,  and  the  letter  punches  em¬ 
ployed  are  quite  unlike  those  on  the  regular  issues,  being  spin¬ 
dly  and  malformed.  Nice,  even  deep  brown.  Once  cleaned.  We 
are  able  to  trace  the  following  specimens  of  this  rarity:  Norweb; 
ANS;  Eastern  collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Au¬ 
gust  23,  1956. 


2649  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-A.  Technical  grade  EF-45,  value  of 

VF-20.  Rarity-1.  154.6  grains.  29.3mm.  170°.  Porous,  edges  rough. 
Unnatural,  iridescent  color.  The  "Horned  Eagle"  variety. 


2650  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-C.  EF-45.  Rarity-4.  Dark  brown. 

143.4  grains.  29.0mm.  185°.  Reverse  break  from  first  numeral  in 
date  diagonally  upwards  through  M,  as  usually  seen.  Same  die 
state  as  Taylor:  2122.  Quality  about  equivalent  to  the  Taylor  coin. 
From  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1954. 


2651  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-E.  EF-40.  Rarity-4.  165.0  grains. 

29.3mm.  170°.  Nice  tan  color.  Reverse  break  from  rim,  through 
T,  wing,  reaching  to  shield  as  seen  on  Taylor:  2125.  This  speci¬ 
men  nicer  than  the  Taylor  coin. 


2652  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  3-G.  AU-55,  brown  with  glossy  sur¬ 

faces.  Some  mint  frost  visible.  Rarity-1.  146.0  grains.  29.0mm.  175°. 
Close  to  Taylor:  2126  in  overall  quality.  Garrett:  584  is  among  the 
finest  known.  Old  scratch  over  T  on  the  obverse. 


1787  R  4-C 

Among  the  Finest  Known 
The  Greco  Plate  Coin 


2653  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  4-C.  MS-60,  among  the  finest  known. 

The  Greco  plate  coin.  Rarity-5.  146.9  grains.  28.9mm.  180  Ex¬ 
ceptional  sharpness  of  strike.  Clear  fields,  free  from  any  annoy¬ 
ing  marks.  Overall,  a  nice  steel  brown  specimen  with  attractive 
iridescence. 
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2654 


1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  4-D.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  151.0  grains. 
29.35mm.  170°.  Deep  brown,  with  tinges  of  original  color  around 
some  protected  areas.  Old  attribution  number  penciled  on  the 
obverse. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


1787  R  4-J 

Possibly  Second  Finest  Known 
The  Greco  Plate  Reverse 


2655  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  4-J.  F-12/15,  possibly  the  second  finest 

known.  The  Greco  plate  reverse.  Rarity-7+.  149.5  grains.  29.1mm. 
190°.  Dark  brown  verging  on  black.  Old  rim  cut  above  Indian, 
mint  caused  rim  damage  at  9:00  on  the  obverse.  149.5  grains. 
29.1mm.  190°.  Obverse  die  known  to  Ryder,  reverse  die  not  de¬ 
scribed  by  him,  discovered  by  Q.  David  Bowers  in  the  late  1950s 
and  first  published  in  Empire  Topics  I.  This  present  specimen  was 
found  by  Q.  David  Bowers  following  the  publication  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  coin.  We  can  trace  the  following  three  examples  of  this 
rarity:  Norweb;  Eastern  collection  (2).  None  in  ANS. 

Purchased  privately  from  Empire  Coin  Company  on  September  5,  1958. 


2656  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  6-G.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  156.7  grains. 

29.0mm.  175°.  Glossy,  dark  tan.  Minor  obverse  and  reverse  line¬ 
ar  laminations. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


1787  R  8-G 

Rarity-7-1- 


2657  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  8-G.  VF-20.  Rarity-7  + .  146.1  grains. 
28.6mm.  175°.  Dark  brown,  verging  on  black.  Counterstamped 
in  the  center  of  the  obverse  and  the  top  of  the  reverse  with  a  seven- 
lobed  floral-type  punch.  This  counterstamp  not  recorded  by 
Brunk,  Rulau,  nor  seen  in  the  Byrnie  sale.  Pedigree  unrecorded, 
but  from  the  Norweb  correspondence  files  this  piece  was  definitely 
purchased  from  Greco  on  November  28,  1960;  on  that  date  Gre¬ 
co  sent  Mrs.  Norweb  the  only  specimen  of  8-G  he  then  knew  of. 

Purchased  from  Phil  Greco  on  November  28,  1960. 

The  number  of  specimens  known  of  this  variety  is  not  definitely  established  in  the 
writer's  mind.  We  can  account  for  the  following: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2-3.  Eastern  collection. 

4 .  Another. 

5.  Greco  Plate. 

6.  ANS 

No.  6  in  the  listing  above  could  be  a  duplicate  of  No.  4.  Additionally,  the  ANS  has 
a  specimen  marked  "New-G,"  which  may  be  another  8-G.  If  this  is  the  case,  then  sev¬ 
en  specimens  would  be  known,  and  the  rarity  rating  would  drop  to  Rarity-7. 


1788  R  1-D 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2658  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  1-D.  MS-60  to  63,  among  the  finest 

known.  Mint  red  and  some  mint  frost  may  still  be  seen  on  both 
surfaces.  Rarity-1.  152.9  grains.  28.8mm.  175°.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  this  variety,  sharply  struck  and  quite  pleasing.  A  per¬ 
fect  coin  for  a  high-grade  colonial  type  collection. 
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2659  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2-B.  EF-45.  Rarity-2.  157.3  grains. 
28.8mm.  185°.  Attractive,  "wood-grain"  appearance  to  the  obverse, 
somewhat  darker  scheme  on  the  reverse.  Numerous  hairline  lami¬ 
nations,  reverse  flawed.  About  equal  to  Taylor:  2133  for  quality. 
Usual  reverse  die  state. 


2660  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2-B.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  156.5  grains. 
28.7mm.  185°.  Same  variety  as  the  preceding.  Tooled,  to  give  the 
impression  of  an  early  reverse  state.  Corrosion  spot  removed  from 
the  obverse. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  November 
18,  1910,  lot  number  unrecorded. 


2661  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  3-A.  AU-50  to  55.  Rarity-3.  149.7  grains. 

28.6mm.  175°.  Glossy  medium  brown,  with  nice  "wood-grain"  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  obverse.  A  few,  minor  reverse  flaws.  Overall,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  Taylor:  2134  for  quality. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 


2662  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  3-E.  VF-35.  Rarity-2.  160.8  grains. 
28.9mm.  190°.  Glossy  dark  brown.  Obverse  two  parallel  lamina¬ 
tions  running  from  11:00  to  4:00. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


2663  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  4-G.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  154.8  grains. 
28.7mm.  185°.  Medium  brown.  Porous  on  both  surfaces,  lamina¬ 
tions  on  the  reverse.  Pinprick  hole  in  shield.  Technically  similar 
in  quality  to  Taylor:  2137. 


2664  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  6-N.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  160.2  grains. 
28.5mm.  175°.  Even,  reddish  brown.  Patch  of  verdigris  over  ea¬ 
gle's  wings. 

Prom  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


2665  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  7-M.  VF-25.  Rarity-4.  144.7  grains. 
28.4mm.  175°.  Dark  tan,  with  pleasing  "wood-grain"  effect.  Edge 
bump  on  the  reverse  at  9:00. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


1788  R  8-C 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2666  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  8-C.  EF-45  to  AU-50,  among  the  finest 

known.  Rarity-2.  171.4  grains.  28.9mm.  180°.  Sharp,  attractive  gray- 
brown  with  some  "wood-grain"  effect.  Small  reverse  edge  bump 
at  10:00.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  variety. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1959. 


-  286  - 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  Massachusetts  Copper  Coinage 


1788  R  9-M 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2667  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  9-M.  AU-50,  among  the  finest  known. 

Rarity-4.  156.4  grains.  29.0mm.  180°.  Glossy,  pale  ruddy  brown. 
Soft  in  the  obverse  center,  but  full  CENT  on  the  reverse.  Inactive 
verdigris  at  11:00  on  the  obverse.  An  attractive  specimen. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  February  1,  1959. 


2668  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  10-L.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  149.2  grains. 

28.5mm.  175°.  Centers  rough,  but  the  majority  of  detail  still  visi¬ 
ble.  Some  tinges  of  red  are  probably  not  original  mint  color. 
From  Richard  Picker  in  1960. 


2669  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  11-C.  EF-45.  Rarity-3.  145.5  grains. 

28.65mm.  170°.  Attractive,  glossy  mahogany.  Microscopic  porosi¬ 
ty  around  the  rims.  Pronounced  planchet  cutter  lip  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  from  6:00  to  9:00. 


2670  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  11-E.  EF-40  to  45.  Rarity-2.  137.5  grains. 

28.8mm.  175°.  Pale,  golden  tan.  Minor  roughness  at  the  base  of 
the  obverse. 

From  Richard  Picker  in  1958. 


2671  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  11-F.  VF-20.  Rarity-3.  148.4  grains. 

28.6mm.  180°.  Golden  tan.  Microscopic  porosity  on  both  surfaces. 


2672  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  12-1.  EF-45.  Rarity-3.  154.1  grains. 

28.6mm.  185°.  Olive  brown.  Numerous  edge  bumps,  a  couple  of 
pinpricks. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Thomas  Elder's  sale  of  November 
18,  1910,  lot  number  unrecorded. 


2673  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  12-M.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  154.5  grains. 

28.75mm.  180°.  Dark,  gray-brown.  A  few  traces  of  original  mint 
color  on  the  reverse.  Fairly  smooth  surfaces. 

From  Richard  Picker  on  December  15,  1954. 


1788  R  12-0 

Rarity-7+ 


2674  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  12-0.  G-4/VG-8.  Rarity-7+,  four 

known.  148.7  grains.  28.8mm.  175°.  Dark  brown  verging  on  black. 
Both  surfaces  porous.  We  are  able  to  trace  four  specimens  of  this 
variety:  Norweb;  Greco  plate;  Eastern  collection;  Connecticut  col¬ 
lection.  None  in  the  ANS. 

Pedigree  unrecorded. 
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New  York  Coppers 


1788  R  15-M 

The  Discovery  Coin 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


2675  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  15-M.  EF-45  to  AU-50,  among  the 

finest  known.  The  discovery  coin.  Rarity-5.  142.9  grains.  29.1mm. 
175°.  Glossy  golden  brown,  with  very  attractive  "wood-grain"  ef¬ 
fect  on  both  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A  very  pleasing  example 
of  the  variety,  made  more  so  by  the  fact  that  this  is  the  discovery 
coin.  First  described  in  New  Netherlands  mail  bid  sale  of  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1957,  apparently  sold  before  publication  to  Emery  May  Nor- 
web.  Ex  Wayte  Raymond,  Walter  Breen  collections.  At  the  time 
of  its  purchase,  this  was  but  one  of  two  known. 

Purchased  privately  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1957. 

We  reproduce  here  the  original  description  of  the  discovery  coin,  as  written  for  pub¬ 
lication  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company's  mail  bid  sale  of  November  20,  1957: 

Extremely  Rare  Unpublished  Mass.  Cent  Variety 

1788  cent.  Callender  type  (normal  S's).  Unpublished.  New  obverse,  which 
should  be  designated  "15;"  reverse  M.  Full  description  below.  Ex.  Fine,  light 
brown  and  medium  steel,  showing  attractive  parallel  mottlings  like  the  grain 
of  wood;  really  choice.  To  our  knowledge,  the  better  of  only  two  reported; 
ANS  has- one  badly  worn  example,  and  this  is  the  only  other  one  we  have 
seen  or  heard  of.  Crosby's  account  (page  252)  mentions  that  Callender  made 
39  dies;  his  listing  accounts  for  38  of  these.  This  new  obverse  is  therefore  be¬ 
yond  doubt  the  39th.  It  is  possible  that  other  Perkins  dies  may  be  found,  and 
that  new  mulings  may  exist  (ANS  has  a  coin  of  1788  marked  4-1),  but  this 
is  beyond  doubt  the  last  of  the  Callender  dies.  It  is  altogether  understanda¬ 
ble  why  Crosby  and  Ryder  missed  it,  as  this  obverse  is  similar  to  No.  12,  and 
that  die  is  only  sketchily  described.  Other  specimens  may  exist  misattribut- 
ed  as  "12-M."  At  present  this  coin  is  an  extreme  rarity  and  worth  whatever 
it  will  bring-as  a  guess,  $85  to  $100.  Ex  Breen  Coll. 

PLATE 

HH  Reserv  $50. 

This  obverse  can  be  concisely  described  as  follows.  In  the  Crosby  or  Ryder 
(p.  70)  table  of  1788  cent  obverses,  it  is  15,  with  rev.  M,  Rarity-6,  top  of  bow 
over  3/4  height  of  N,  bottom  of  bow  above  foot,  ray  of  star  points  at  collar, 
butt  of  bow  under  upright  of  E,  point  of  arrow  2  x  length  of  arrowhead  below 
tunic.  In  the  notes  (Ryder,  p.  731-4)1:  MM  and  AL  close;  barb  of  arrowhead 
about  as  far  from  tunic  as  butt  is  from  E;  faint  spine  up  from  top  of  bow,  an¬ 
other  from  second  tuft  of  grass  (counting  from  left)  to  ankle,  a  third  from  lower 
feather  of  headdress.  Comparing  it  with  obverse  12:  Bow  does  not  reach 
ground;  a  very  distinct  tuft  of  grass  is  just  above  the  toe  at  left,  and  this  is 
not  seen  on  obv.  12. 

EMN. 


1787  Nova  Eborac 

Large  Head 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


2676  1787  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Crosby  VIII,  9.  AU-55  to  MS-60,  among 

the  finest  known.  Rarity-6+.  157.4  grains,  heavy  weight  as  Roper: 
267  (151.6  grains).  28.5mm.  180°.  Smooth  and  glossy,  deep  gold¬ 
en  brown.  Technical  grade  MS-60,  obverse  die  usually  found  se¬ 
verely  buckled  in  front  and  behind  effigy's  face,  with  consequent 
loss  of  detail  on  EBORAC.  Reverse  soft  in  the  center,  also  typical 
of  the  variety  (Garrett:  595  was  exceptional).  Deep  but  hidden 
gouge  in  Liberty's  skirt.  Not  collared.  Roper:  267  was  graded  VF. 
Grades  of  AU  to  MS  are  exceptional  for  this  variety.  The  speci¬ 
men  offered  in  New  Netherlands'  51st  sale  (June  1958):  169  is  prob¬ 
ably  still  the  finest  known,  although  there  it  was  called  "strictly 
Extremely  Fine!";  that  specimen  was  also  the  earliest  obverse  state 
known,  before  the  dies  buckled. 

From  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  January  22,  1956;  possi¬ 
bly  from  their  mail  bid  sale  of  the  13th  of  that  month. 
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1787  Nova  Eborac 

Figure  Seated  Left 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


1787  Nova  Eborac 


Small  Head 
A  Classic  Rarity 


2679  1787  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Crosby  VIII,  12,  Small  Head  variety. 

F-15  to  VF-20.  Rarity- 7.  126.3  grains.  29.0mm.  195°.  Deep  gray 
brown,  nearly  black.  Off  center,  as  the  Crosby  plate  coin  and 
Roper:  270,  for  example.  New  Netherlands'  51st  sale:  170  was  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well  centered.  Obverse  die  severely  sinking  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  obscuring  the  effigy's  chin  and  neck,  as  usually  seen.  We  have 
traced  the  following  specimens  of  this  rarity: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2.  Eric  P.  Newman  Collection. 

3.  John  J.  Ford  Collection. 

4 .  Crosby  plate,  MHS,  ex  Appleton. 

5.  John  J.  Pittman  Collection. 

6.  New  Netherlands'  51st:  170;  Bowers  and  Ruddy/New 
York  Public  Library  (10/82):  2087. 

7.  Private  collection. 

Purchased  privately  from  B.  Max  Mehl  on  January  22,  1937. 


2677  1787  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Crosby  VIII,  11.  AU-55,  among  the 

finest  known.  Rarity-6.  129.8  grains.  27.8mm.  180°.  Deep  golden 
brown.  Exceptional  condition  for  the  variety,  with  full  date  and 
most  of  Liberty's  head  struck  up.  One  or  both  of  these  areas  are 
usually  very  soft.  Thin  break  from  top  of  shield  to  B.  Not  collared. 
No  undertype.  Garrett:  596  was  graded  EF,  as  was  Roper:  269. 
This  coin  a  very  close  tie  with  the  specimen  in  New  Netherlands' 
60th  sale  (1968):  416,  graded  AU. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neui  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1954. 


2678  1787  Nova  Eborac  copper.  Crosby  VIII,  10,  variety  with  Liberty 

seated  right.  VF30.  Rarity-6.  110.1  grains.  27.2mm.  180°.  Medi¬ 
um  gray  brown.  Early  reverse  state,  the  wedge-shaped  break  at 
lower  right  rim  here  faint,  but  visible.  Rim  flaw  above  effigy's  head 
on  the  obverse.  Centers  well  struck  for  the  variety. 

Purchased  privately  from  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (Abner  Kreisberg 
and  Abe  Kosoff)  on  May  10,  1953. 
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1787  Excelsior  Copper 

Eagle  Facing  Left 


2681  1787  Excelsior  copper.  Crosby  VII,  22,  eagle  facing  left.  VF-35. 

Rarity-6 +.  142.8  grains.  28.4mm.  185°.  Nice  golden  brown.  Smooth 
surfaces.  Well  struck,  sharpness  equivalent  to  technical  grade.  In 
our  opinion,  nicer  than  Park:  58,  Roper:  271,  Robison:  152,  Groves: 
324,  Stack's  Fixed  Price  List  (1987):  C41,  and  New  Netherlands' 
60th:  414.  Garrett:  599  may  well  be  the  finest. 

Purchased  privately  from  Neiv  Netherlands  Coin  Company  on  De¬ 
cember  11,  1954. 

At  one  time  Albert  Holden  owned  the  Zabriskie  specimen  of  this  variety.  That  coin 
was  later  sold  through  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  in  the  1950s. 


2680  1787  Immunis  Columbia  copper.  Crosby  VIII,  8,  plate  coin. 

MS-60,  among  the  finest  known.  Rarity-6.  163.6  grains.  26.5mm, 
narrow  flan.  160°.  Lovely,  deep  glossy  brown  with  hints  of  mint 
color!  Full  date,  very  rarely  seen  on  the  small  flan  variety.  Ob¬ 
verse  die  buckling  across  surface  from  1:00  to  7:00;  usual  state 
of  the  reverse,  with  breaks  beak  to  wing;  wing  tip  to  base  U;  tail 
to  rim.  Die  scratch  back  of  eagle's  head  upwards  toward  I.  Clash 
marks  under  *E*P.  Flan  flaw  under  Liberty's  cap  on  the  obverse. 
Plain  edge.  In  our  opinion,  nicer  than  Taylor:  2096,  Roper:  278 
(large  flan  variety),  Garrett:  604,  Park:  63,  and  Robison:  155.  About 
equal  to  Garrett:  605  (large  flan)  and  Picker:  175  (large  flan).  A 
classic  and  ever-popular  rarity. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  Mat¬ 
thew  A.  Stickney  Collection  (June  25,  1907);  earlier,  ex  Parmelee. 


1787  Immunis  Columbia 


Narrow  Flan-Full  Date 
The  Crosby  Plate  Coin 
Among  the  Finest  Known 


"in 


Bowers  and  Merena  —  New  York  Coppers 


1787  Excelsior  Copper 

Eagle  Facing  Right 
The  Zabriskie  Specimen 


2682  1787  Excelsior  copper.  Crosby  VII,  23,  eagle  facing  right.  F-15. 

Rarity-7-.  134.0  grains.  28.4mm.  185°.  Dark  brown.  Soft  on  the 
obverse  periphery  from  12:00  to  3:00,  the  reverse  periphery  from 
2:00  to  6:00.  Final  numeral  in  date  very  faint.  Nick  in  eagle's  shield. 
Rarer  than  the  variety  with  eagle  facing  left,  about  12  thought 
to  survive,  mostly  in  EF  or  lower  grades.  We  have  traced  the  fol¬ 
lowing  specimens: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2.  New  Netherlands'  48th  (1956):  771. 

3.  Robison:  153. 

4.  Garrett:  598. 

5.  Roper:  272. 

6.  M.H.S. 

7.  Crosby  plate. 

8.  Noted  Eastern  collection. 

9.  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate. 

Purchased  by  Albert  Holden  from  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  the  An¬ 
drew  C.  Zabriskie  Collection  (June  3,  1909),  lot  number  unrecorded. 

We  have  weight  information  on  only  three  of  the  above  nine  specimens;  Roper:  272 
148  4  grains;  Garrett:  598  153.3  grains;  Norweb  II:  2682  134.0  grains. 


1787  Excelsior  Copper 

Transposed  Arrows 


2683  1787  Excelsior  copper.  Crosby  VII,  24,  transposed  arrows.  VF-20. 
Rarity-7+,  borderline.  141.6  grains.  28.9mm.  190°.  Glossy  orange 
brown  high  points,  dark  brown  fields.  Many  old  obverse  scratches. 
Reverse  die  sinking  in  center.  Slightly  off  center,  just  affecting  the 
tops  of  BUS  and  the  uppermost  two  stars  on  the  reverse;  bases 
of  SIOR  on  the  obverse.  Same  obverse  die  as  the  preceding,  the 
eagle  facing  right  variety.  Reverse  die  a  little  more  clumsily  drawn 
than  the  Excelsior  reverse.  Uncertain  absolute  rarity.  We  have 
traced  the  following  specimens: 

1 .  Norweb. 

2 .  Crosby  plate. 

3.  Eric  P.  Newman  Collection. 

4.  Private  collection,  ex  Hall,  Brand. 

5.  Garrett:  600. 

There  may  be  some  duplication  here.  Additionally,  Crosby  gave 
the  weight  of  one  as  123  grains,  which  is  unusually  low  for  the 
variety  and  the  entire  Excelsior  series. 

The  three  Excelsior  varieties  are  quite  nicely  linked  as  can  be 
seen: 


Eagle  Facing  Left 

1-A 

Eagle  Facing  Right 

2-A 

Transposed  Arrows 

2-B 

Purchased  privately  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  &  Coin  Company  on  July 
2,  1953. 

The  total  estimated  population  of  all  three  varieties  of  the  Excelsior  copper  is  around 
30  specimens,  give  or  take  a  few  given  the  uncertain  absolute  rarity  of  the  series.  This 
includes  15  specimens  of  the  eagle  facing  left  variety;  10  of  the  eagle  facing  right  varie¬ 
ty;  and  five  of  the  transposed  arrows  variety.  The  weights  of  nine  of  the  presumed 
30  specimens  are  known,  or  about  33%  of  the  total. 


Eagle  Left 


Eagle  Right 


Transposed  Arrows 


142.8  134.0 

148.9  153.3 

134.4  148.4 


141.6 

165.5 

123.0 


—  End  of  Sale  — 
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John  P.  Jensen,  Secretary 

Security— Robert  J.  Charters 

David  W.  Armet,  Governor 

Awards,  Medal,  Tokens  and  Favors— Doug  Walcutt  &  James  K. 

James  K.  Brandt,  Governor 

Brandt 

William  Pearson,  Governor 

Lock  &  Keys— Edgar  Karrenberg 

George  W.  Wait,  President  Emeritus 

Signs— Julius  Turoff  &  Moe  Weinschel 

Ernest  H.  Bain,  President  Emeritus 

Young  Numismatists— Larry  Gentile,  Sr. 

Publicity— John  P.  Jensen 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Hospitality— Linda  Ridder  &  Dee  Hawes 

Registration— Amy  Denny 

Photography— George  Cuhaj 

Educational— David  W.  Armet 

Reception,  Banquet— Robert  M.  Hawes,  Toastmaster 

AWARDS 

The  Raymond  S.  Gallo  Award  for  "Best  in  Show" 

The  George  W.  Wait  Award  for  "Best  in  Paper  Money" 
The  Harold  S.  Bareford  Award  for  "Best  in  United 
States  Coins" 

The  Martin  Kortjohn  Award  for  "Best  in  Foreign  Coins" 
The  Roger  J.  Storm  Award  for  "Most  Popular  Exhibit" 
The  Young  Numismatists  Award  for  "Best  Y.N.  Exhibit" 
Tokens  and  Medals  Award 
General  Category  Award 

First  and  Second  Awards  in  each  class  where  war¬ 
ranted. 


METROPOLITAN  COIN  CLUBS 

New  York  Numismatic  Club,  Jay  M.  Galst,  President 
The  Bronx  Coin  Club,  Robert  H.  Schonwalter,  President 
New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society,  Malcolm  Heckman,  President 
Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  Larry  J.  Gentile  Sr.,  President 
Long  Island  Coin  Club,  Doug  Walcutt,  President 
Bergen  County  Coin  Club,  Faye  Stefanacci,  President 
Queens  County  Coin  Club,  Gerald  Goonan,  President 
Putnam  Coin  Club,  Robert  J.  Charters,  President 
White  Plains  Coin  Club,  Carmen  Recce,  President 
Flushing  Coin  Club,  Ralph  Caliendo,  President 
Northern  Valley  Coin  Club,  James  K.  Brandt,  President 
L.E.R.A.  Coin  Club,  Danny  Harrison,  President 
Croton  River  Numismatic  Society,  Beverly  Visser,  President 


Org. 

1908 

Org. 

1933 

Org. 

1933 

Org. 

1934 

Org. 

1953 

Org. 

1954 

Org. 

1956 

Org. 

1961 

Org. 

1961 

Org. 

1964 

Org. 

1966 

Org. 

1968 

Org. 

1972 

Thinking  of  Selling?  Talk  to. . . 

Auctions  Bv  Bowers  And  Merena! 

J 

Right  now  we  are  planning  our  next  several  New  York  City  sales.  We  invite 
you  to  telephone  Richard  Bagg  COLLECT  to  discuss  your  holdings,  or  you 
can  simply  mail  us  the  convenient  coupon  on  the  next  page.  Either  way, 
all  details  will  be  kept  in  the  strictest  confidence.  We  offer  you  the  following: 


1 

EXPERIENCE:  Of  the  top  10  world's  record  coin  auction  prices,  we  hold  eight, 
including  all  five  of  the  top  five!  When  the  world's  most  valuable  collection 
.  •  (the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection  of  U.S.  Coins  owned  by  The  Johns  Hop¬ 
kins  University)  was  sold,  we  sold  it.  When  the  second  most  valuable  col¬ 
lection  (the  $12.4  million  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins)  was  sold, 
we  sold  it.  Over  a  span  of  many  years  we  have  sold  approximately  $200  mil¬ 
lion  worth  of  coins  for  5,000  consignors.  When  it  comes  to  experience,  we 
offer  what  you  are  seeking.  Whether  you  have  a  group  of  coins  worth  $2,000 
(our  minimum  due  to  bookkeeping  considerations)  or  $25  million,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place! 

2 

EXPERTISE:  Your  coins  and  paper  money  will  be  catalogued  by  such  well- 
f  known  numismatic  experts  as  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Q.  David  Bowers, 

v  •  Thomas  Becker,  Michael  Hodder,  and  Raymond  N.  Merena,  backed  up  by 
full  in-house  facilities,  including  our  Photography  Department,  Graphics 
Department,  and  others.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  and  authoritative  catalogue 
which  will  highlight  your  numismatic  material  to  its  best  advantage.  Did  you 
know  that  our  catalogues  have  won  more  "Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award" 
honors  (given  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  than  have  ALL  of  our  com¬ 
petitors'  combined?  There  must  be  a  reason! 

r 

REASONABLE  RATES:  For  one  low  commission  to  you,  the  seller,  plus  a 
fee  charged  to  the  buyer,  we  handle  EVERYTHING— from  complete  insur- 
’#  ance  from  the  moment  we  acquire  your  coins,  to  cataloguing,  to  photogra¬ 
phy  (of  important  pieces  in  full  color),  to  advertising  and  publicity— in  other 
words,  all  you  have  to  do  is  figure  out  what  to  do  with  our  generous  check! 

4 

PLEASURABLE  TRANSACTION:  We  offer  you  a  pleasurable,  enjoyable  trans¬ 
action.  To  put  it  simply,  we  will  treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
_  •  treated.  At  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  our  entire  team  is  on  your  side. 

Contact  Richard  ("Rick")  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.  (director  of  consignments  of  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.)  today— by  a  COLLECT  telephone  call  or  by  using  the  coupon  on  the  next 
page.  Or  direct  your  inquiry  to  Raymond  Merena,  Michael  Hodder,  or  Q.  David  Bowers. 
This  could  well  be  the  most  important  financial  move  you've  ever  made! 

Richard  ("Rick")  Bagg,  Ph.D. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONSIGNMENTS,  AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 


Dear  Rick: 

Please  tell  me  how  I  can  include  my  coins  in  one  of  your  forthcoming  New  York 
City  sales,  or  your  January  sale  in  Los  Angeles.  I  understand  that  all  information 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

Name:  _ _ 

Street: _ _ _ 

City: _  State:  _ _  Zip: _ 

Check  here:  □  I  am  thinking  about  selling  my  coins.  Please  contact  me. 

Brief  description  of  holdings:  _ 


Telephone:  _  Best  time  to  call: 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Auction  Schedule 


June  13-15,  1988  —  New  York  City 
September  13-15,  1988  —  New  York  City 
November  14-15,  1988  —  New  York  City 
January  26-28,  1989  —  Los  Angeles 


Subscription 
Information 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Catalogues 


$39  will  bring  you  our  next  six  "Grand  Format" 
color-illustrated  auction  catalogues  (regularly 
$10  each),  PLUS  six  copies  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Reviezv  ($5  each),  plus  15  or  more  copies  of  the 
Special  Coin  Letter  ($2  each),  a  value  which 
adds  up  to  well  over  $100!  Send  remittance  to: 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  —  Publica¬ 
tions  Dept.  —  Box  1224  —  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Attn:  Richard  Bagg 
Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Auctions  held  in  New  York  City  and  other  metropolitan  centers. 

"When  great  collections  are  sold,  Bowers  and  Merena  sells  them." 
Chairman:  Q.  David  Bowers  (who  was  also  chairman  of  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries,  our  predecessor  firm);  President:  Raymond  N. 
Merena.  Members:  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Life  Members 
ANA,  etc.,  with  a  tradition  of  serving  numismatists  for  34  years, 
since  1953.  Auctions  held  in  New  York  City  and  other  large 
metropolitan  areas. 


3  WORLD  TRADE  CENTER 


VISTA 

INTERNATIONAL  HOTEL 

The  VISTA  International  Hotel,  located  in  the  heart  of 
New  York  City,  is  the  the  flagship  hotel  of  Hilton  Inter¬ 
national  in  the  United  States.  It  features  four  restaurants 
and  lounges  with  entertainment,  24-hour  room  service, 
and  a  rooftop  fitness  center  with  heated  swimming  pool, 
sauna,  and  massage.  The  VISTA  Hotel  is  within  walking 
distance  of  many  of  New  York's  sight-seeing  attractions — 
including  the  New  York  Stock  exchange,  Greenwich  Vil¬ 
lage,  and  Chinatown. 


Special  Rates 
March  24  to  27 


Call  (212)  938-9100  for  a  special 
money-saving  rate,  just  mention  that 
you  are  attending  the  Metropolitan 
New  York  Numismatic  Convention. 

Reservations  must  be  made  by 
March  9,  1988.  Requests  beyond 
this  date  will  be  subject  to  availibil- 
ity  at  the  prevailing  rates. 

These  special  rates  are  being  offered 
from  March  24  through  March  27, 
1988 


★  ★  ★ 

VISTA  International  Hotel 
3  World  Trade  Center 
New  York,  NY  10048 

(212)  938-9100 


Wljen 

Great  Collections 
&re  Sold 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Sells  Tljein 

0> 

Auctions  by  Dowers  and  Merena,  Inc 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


